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ADVERTISEMENT. 


IN  presenting  to  the  Public  a  fifth  Volume  in 
continuation  of  aftruourite  popular  Work,  no  other 
Preface  is  necessary,  than  for  the  Editors  to  state, 
that  thefiattering  Patronage  which  they  have  re* 
ceiveJ,  has  stimulated  them  to  continue  the  same  ^- 
gree  of  exertion  as  heretofore*,  and  they  hope,  there-- 
fwe^  that  this  Volume  will  prove  no  less  worthy  of 
public  approbation  than  the  former  Volumes. 

The  communication  of  authentic  Memoirs  for  fu* 
ture  Volumes^  and  notices  of  omissions  or  errors  in 
the  past,  are  earnestly  solicited. 


No.'Ii,  St.  Paurs  Church-yardy 
October  23, 1803. 
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Critical  t^mwns  9qKm  the  preceding  Volumesm 

work  cicttet  much  curiWity  becaufe  it  profeiTedly  treats  of  liring  cha* 

nftersy  and  we  iafer  that  Its  information  is  impartial  and  correct.    It  is  but  juftice 
to  own  that  we  have  been  altogether  amuicd  by  the  pttUication.— .^r/r2/i&  Oirk, 

«  A  fpirit  of  candoHr  and  moderadon  evidently  pervades  the  prefent  pahlication. 
Some  of  the  characters  arc  drawn  wHh  great  difcrimination,  and  difplay  an  acotendfs 
of  powers^  and  a  felicity  of  exprelBony  not  to  be  found  in  the  fleeting  productions  of 
the  day.  In  fliort,  the  work  abounds  in  moral  ami  critical  oblavations  chat  evince 
corrednds  of  judgment^  and  delicacy  of  taile^*'        «-«        •-«      LtndmUewtVK 

^  This  work  difcoversrefpeAable  train  of  difcrimmation»  an^  has  the  merits 
hdiig  uQContamioatied  by  the  virulence  of  party  ^rit.**     -^      Cntkat  Mevkwn 

^  The  memoirs  contained  in  thefe  volumes  are  fall  and  accurate  lA^nt  of  infbr* 
nation  I  judicious  in  their  literary  and  critical  Urt^ures^  and  exhibit  well  drawn  and 
appropriate  characters  of  their  refpe£li  ve  fubjecta.  They  are  not  written  under  the  unt- 
lorm  influence  of  any  particular  th^logicai  or  political  hias^-- ^frw  AmnuU  Regiftrr, 

^  This  work  proceedj  afleording  to  its  first  defign,  and  'it  fcems  to  improve  as  it 
advances  with  time.  The  Volumes  contain  a  conJiderable  number  i>f  memoirs  of 
perfons,  our  contemporaries,  who  figure  m  the  moral,  the  political,  and  the  fcientific 
walks  of  fociety.  The  difcuflion  of  living  charaders  is  a  dtflicult  and  delicate  taik» 
but  in  the  execution  of  it,  the  authors  of  this  work  have  acquitted  tbemfelves  with 
4W  mach  fucceit  u«aa  leafonably  be  ezpcQcd."     -—      •^        Mmtbfy  Revitw. 
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LORD  AUCKLAND. 

« 

iHE  times  in  which  we  live  have  been  peculiarly 
marked  by  party  divisions^  feuds,  and  animosi- 
ties; attended  by  more  virulence  and  rancour,  more 
personality  and  abuse,  than  good  men  would  have 
wished  to  have  witnessed,  especially  when  great  cha- 
racters were  engaged  in  a  struggle  for  popularity  and 
power :  and  the  public  pulse  has  been  so  much  irri- 
tated and  inflamed  by  these  contests,  that  the  fever 
of  party  cannot  be  presumed  to  have  sufEciently 
subrided,  to  make  it  fit  for  a  casual  biographer  to 
disctoss  them  ;  let  him  be  ever  so  impartial  he  would 
HMessarily  be  liable  to  be  charged  as  a  writer  influ- 
eii€e(^bv  some  prejudice  personal  or  political.  If^ 
tberefor^ .  in  the  following  memoir  of  a  nobleman, 
%1kI  fj^taiqly  has  not  been  an  inactive  spectator  of 
llie  jHKftt  events  of  his  own  times,  we  have  refrained 
MllPhitering  at  large  into  his  political  conduct  and 
character,  it  is  because  we  deem  it,  at  once,  more 
pnidclit  and  more  becoming  to  leave  such  topics  tp 
tbMBndid  pen  of  the  future  historian,  and  to  the 
-^mMt  judgment  0f  posterity. 

*        jfc^*^^  ^^^  Auckland,  LL.D.  and  F.  R.  S.  is 
*   '  1802.aj  B  th« 
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the  third  son  of  the  late  Sir  Robert  Eden  of  Wert 
Auckland,  to  one  of  whose  ancestors  tbe  r^nk  of 
baronetage  was  given  by  King  Charles  the  Second 
in  1672.  The  eldest  son.  Sir  John  Eden,  Bart, 
was  representative  for  the  county  of  Durham  in  two 
parliaments,  and  is  still  living.  The  second,  Sir 
Robert  Eden,  heretofore  Governor  of  Maryland^ 
was  created  a  baronet  in  1776,  and  was  succeeded 
by  tbe  present  Sir  Frederick  Morton  Eden.  Tbe 
fourth  son  is  a  merchant  of  London ;  and  the  fifth 
is  the  present  Lord  Henley  of  the  kingdom  of  Ire- 
bnd.  Tbe  connection  of  tbe  Edens  with  tbe  verj^ 
ancient  houses  of  Widdrington,  Fairfax,  Sheffield^ 
Vere,  Kene,  and  Chichele,  is  fully  deduced  in  CoU 
lins^s  BaronetQge^  and  in  the  Stenmaia  ChUhkanam 

Lord  Auckland  was  educated  at  Eton,  lo  VjGi 
be  became  a  student  of  Christchurcb,  Oxford,  by  thai 
nominatioa  of  tbe  present  Bishop<  of  Durham*  In 
17.65  be  was  admitted  to  the  Society  of  the  Middle 
Temple:  in  1768  he  took  the  degree  of  Master  o£ 
Arts ;  and  in  tbe  same  year  was  called  to  the  bar,, 
and  went  the  Northern  circuit.  In  December  177CX 
he  appears  to  have  been  one  of  tbe  counsel  for  Sir 
Thomas  Rumbold,  on  the  Shrewsbury  election^  tit 
the  first  select  committee  that  was  chosen  under  Mr. 
Grenville's  excellent  bill  for  the  trial  of  controverted 
electipns.  In  177]  he  was  appointed  AifBitor  and, 
one  of  the  Directors  of  the  Royal  Hospital  at  Green- 
wich ;  and  about  the  same  time  he  published  the  first 
edition  of  the  Principles  of  Penal  Law.  In  1772  ha, 
quitted- the  bar  for  tbe  office  of  Under  Secretary  of 

State 
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St^te,  and  retained  that  employment  six  yeart.    Iii 
1774  he  was  chosen  representative  for  Woodstock, 
and  continued  a  member  of  the  House  of  Commons 
till  1793,  proving  himself  during  the  whole  of  that 
period  one  of  the  tnost  active^  able,  and  useful  repre- 
sentatives of  the  people,  that  ever  held  a  seat  in  that 
most  respectable  and  constitutional  assembly.      In 
September  1776  he  married  Miss    Eleanor  Elliot, 
daughter  of  Sir  Gilbert  Elliot,  Treasurer  of  the  Navy, 
and  sister  of  the  present  Lord  Minto.     In  the  same 
year,  and  still  retaining  the  office  of  Under  Secretary 
of  State,  he  was  appointed  one  of  the  Lords  Com- 
missioners of  Trade  and  Plantations,  and  was  of  that 
board  till  1782,  when  its  duties  and  power  were, 
tinder  the  act  of  parliament  commonly  termed  **  Mr. 
Burke's  Bill  for  the  Reform  of  the  Civil  List,"  trains- 
forrcd  to  a  committee  of  the  Privy  Council,  at  which 
the  Earl  of  Liverpool  has  so  long  and  so  ably  pre« 
sided. 

Early  in  his  parliamentary  career  Mr.  Eden  begah 
to  take  a  distinguished  part:  in  17/6  he  brought 
forward  the  bill  for  incorporating  the  Commissioners 
end  Governors  of  Greenwich  hospital,  which  passed 
the  regular  stages  in  both  houses,  received  the  royal 
assent,  and  became  an  ^ct  of  parliament.  In  the 
same  session  Mr.  Eden  proposed  a  bill  (the  act  16 
Geo.  3.  cap.  43.)  to  authorize  for  a  limited  time  the 
punishment  by  hard  labour  of  offenders  who  for  cer- 
tain crimes  might  be  liable  to  be  transported  to  any 
of  his  Majesty's  colonies  in  America.  Some  provi- 
sion of  the  kind  had  been  rendered  necessary  by  the 

B  2  revolt 


4  LOBD  AUCKLAND. 

revolt  of  the  colonies ;  the  propriety  and  expediency 
of  the  measure  were  therefore  universally  admitted, 
the  bill  received  the  royal  assent,  and  the  act  has  been 
continued  by  various  subsequent  acts  of  parliament. 

In  1778  Mr.  Eden  went  to  North  America,  as  one 
of  his  Majesty's  Commissioners  for*  the  purpose  of 
restoring  peace.  The  other  Commissioners  were  the 
Earl  of  Cariisle,  Lord  Howe^  Sir  Henry  Clinton^  and 
George  Johnston,  Esq. 

The  public  were  disappointed   in  the  hoped-for 
success  of  this  commission,  and  Mr.  Eden  returned 
to  England  in  January  1779,  and  took  a  part  in  the 
debates  of  that  session,  and  in  the  inquiries  respecting 
the  conduct  of  the  American  war.     In  the  same  ses- 
sion he  brought  forward  a  bill  (the  act  IQ  Geo.  3. 
cap.  7^')  to  amend  the  laws  relating  to  the  trans- 
portation, imprisonment,  and  other  punishments /)f 
certain  offenders.     He  was  understood  to  have  had 
the  friendly  assistance  of  the  late  Mr.  Howard  and  ' 
Sir  William  Blackstone  in  framing  that  bill,  the  prin- 
cipal objects  of  which  were  to  enforce  a  strict  and 
salutary  attention  both  to  the  health  and  morals  of 
prisoners;  to  introduce  a  system  of  solitary  imprison- 
ment for  certain  crimes,  and  to  establish  penitentiary 
houses.     This  bill,  founded  in  true  wisdom,  sound 
policy,  and  genuine  humanity,  reflects  great  honour 
on  the  parties  concerned  in  drawing  it,  and  on  the 
legislature  which  passed  it  into  a  law ;   experience 
having  long  since  proved  not  only  the  truth  of  the 
old  maxim,  that  ^^  evil  communication  corrupts  good 
manners,"  but  also  that  persons  in  a  slight  degree  de- 
praved. 
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praved,  in  those  nurseries  of  the  most  atrocious  crimes, 
the  common  gaols  of  the  kingdom,  (to  which  persons 
accused  of  common  assaults,  and  felonies  of  every 
description,  arc  *  promiscuously  committed)  may  be 
hardened  in  vice,  and  converted  into  wretches  capable 
of  the  most  heinous  and  horrid  offences  against  the 
laws  of  the  land,  and  the  personal  safety  of  the 
subject. 

In  November  1779  Mr.  Eden  published  his  four 
liCtters  addressed  to  the  Earl  of  Carlisle,  on  the 
spirit  of  party;  on  the  circumstances  of  the  war;  on 
the  means  of  raising  the  supplies;  and  on  the  repre- 
sentations of  Ireland  respecting  a  free  trade.  This 
publication,  at  once  ably  and  candidly  written,  called 
forth  a  considerable  degree  of  public  attention  at  the 
time :  it  was  read  with  great  avidity  by  every  man 
who  either  mixed  or  took  an  interest  in  the  political 
disquisitions  of  the  period,  and  gave  rise  to  a  good 
deal  of  party  reasoning  in  print. 

The^e  Letters  were  followed  by  a  short  controversy 
with  Dr.  Price  on  the  population  of  England.  The 
discussion  and  inquiry  were  pursued  by  others  with 
much  ability. 

In  the  year  1780  Mr.  Eden  was  appointed  chief 
Secretary  in^Ireland,  in  the  viceroyalty  of  the  Earl  of 
Carlisle:  he  was  soon  afterwards  sworn  of  the  Irish 
privy  council,  and  elected  a  member  of  the  Irish 
parliament.  He  remained  in  Ireland  during  a  period 
of  much  fermentation  and  anxiety,  till  April  1782, 
pursuing  measures  ecjually  calculated  to  conduce  to 
the  happiness  and  prosperity  of  that  part  of  bis  Ma« 

B  3  jesty's 


6  I.ORD  AUCKLASrp. 

jesty*s  dominions^  and  to  increase  and  further  the 
general  interests  of  the  British  empire.  Among  the 
various  acts  of  his  administration  which  warrant  this 
eulogium^  not  the  least  useful  and  important  was  his 
ff'arping  and  bringing  forward  a  bill  for  establishing  a 

national  bank. 

« 

While  Mr.  Eden  continued  in  Ireland,'  he  sedu- 
lously studied  the  genius  and  character  of  the  people; 
he  endeavoured  to  discover  the  trua  political  interests 
of  the  island,  to  ascertain  its  local  advantages,  its 
commercial  capacities,  and  to  acquire  a  certain  de- 
gree of  knowledge  of  the  manners,  habits,  humours,- 
passions,  and  even  prejudices  of  the  different  descrip* 
tions  of  its  inhabitants.   In  no  European  country  are- 
they  so  opposite  and  so  different,  owing  chiefly  to 
the  difference  of  religion,  the  want  of  encouragement 
in  respect  to  agriculture  and  manufactures,  and  the 
extreme  distance  at  which  the  yeomanry  and  peasants 
are  kept  from  the  gentry  and  superior  landholders* 
Viewing  the  whole  with  a  comprehensive  and  states- 
man-like eye,  Mr.  Eden  was  able  to  form  the  outline 
of  a  pretty  correct  notion  upon   these  important 
subjects;  but,  though  gifted  with  perceptions  pecu- 
liarly quick,  and  a  judgment  uncommonly  ready,  he 
could  not,  in  the  short  period  that  he  tontinued  in 
Ireland,  have  learnt  enough  to  have  enabled  him  to 
have  conducted  his  administration  with  the  ability  and 
success  with  which  it  was  attended,  if  he  had  not,  at 
the  same  time,  formed  connections  and  friendships 

> 

with  the  first  men  in  that  kingdom,  those  who  were 
esteemed  to  be  the  most  profoundly  skilled  in  the 

2  science 


tO&D  AUCKLAND.  7 

science  of  its  government,  to  know  all  the  local  and 
relative  interests  of  the  country,  and  to  be  thoroughly 
conversant  and  experienced  in  its  powers  and  re- 
sources, its  revenue,  its  commerce,  and  its  police. 
From  such  valuable  and  intelligent  friends,  the  active 
and  inquiring  mind  of  Mr.  Eden  derived  all  the  in- 
formation that  he  sought  for,  iand  to  these  connec- 
tions, honourable  equally  to  himself  and  to  all  who 
formed  them,  we  are  to  ascribe  the  essential  services 
he  was  found  qualified  to  render  the  British  empire^ 
when  he  was  called  upon  to  contribute  all  that  his 
abilities  and  knowledge  could  furnish,  towards  set- 
tling and  adjusting  the  principles  of  that  important 
transaction — the  Union  which  has  recently  taken 
place  between  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  and  which 
promises  to  add  so  much  to  the  stability  and  perma- 
nence of  the  British  empire. 

Towards  the  end  of  March  1782  the  ministry  was 
changed,  and  liOrd  North  with  his  friends  went  out 
of  ofiice,  in  deference  to  the  sense  of  the  House 
of  Commons,  expressed  by  its  vote  on  a  popular 
question  decided  adverse  to  the  existing  administra- 
tion. In  April  Mn  Eden  came  from  Ireland,  and 
appeared  on  Monday  the  8th  of  that  month  in  his 
place  in  the  House  of  Commons  {  whence,  having 
been  called  upon,  as  the  n^inister  of  Ireland,  to  give 
some  account  of  the  state  of  affairs  in  that  country, 
he  rose  and  detailed  the  history  of  them  for  some  years 
past,  describing  their  existing  situation,  the  feelings 
of  the  Irish  respecting  the  question  of  legislating  fur 
themselves,  aod  the  expectations  from  the  liberality 

B4  of 
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of  Greiat  Britain  on  that  head.  He  concluded  with 
moving  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  "to  repeal  so 
much  of  the  6th  of  George  the  1st  as  affected  the 
legislative  independency  of  Ireland/*  solemnly  de- 
claring that  he  believed  the  house*s  compliance  with 
3uch  3  motion  would  give  perfect  quiet  to  Ireland. 
This  occasioned  a  warm  and  animated  debate  of 
3ome  hours,  at  the  end  of  which  Mr.  Eden  said, 
^^  that  as  he  saw  there  was  a  fair  and  anxious  dispo- 
sition to  comply  with  the  wishes  of  Ireland,  he  wopid 
at  least  infer  that  his  motion  would  not  be  excluded 
as  a  part  of  the  proposed  plan."  [A/r.  Fox,  thm  Se* 
cretary  of  State^  indicating  his  assent^']  Mr.  Eden, 
after  a  few  more  observations  as  to  his  solemn  belief 
^^  that  the  motion  before  the  house  would  be  satis« 
factory,"  concluded  with  saying,  "  that  he  must 
give  way  to  the  sense  of  the  house,  for  his  withdraw-!- 
ing  the  motion ;  but  he  begged  to  have  it  remem- 
bered, that  it  was  a  deference  to  their  wish,  and  not 
the  sentiment  of  his  own  mind,  that  induced  him  to 
do  so."* 


*  In  order  to  explain  to  the  reader  the  cause  and  nature  of  this 
trpsaction,  it  is  necessary  that  he  should  be  apprized  that  the  Earl 
of  Carlisle  was  appointed  Lord-lieutenant  of  Ireland  in  a  very  cri- 
tical and  arduous  period.  The  first  session  of  parliament  while 
the  Elarl  was  Viceroy  presented  many  and  daily  difficulties  to  be 
surmounted ;  the  administration  of  that  kingdom  had  nevertheless 
tlie  good  fortune,  by  an  equal  share  of  candour  and  firmness,  to 
conduct  (t  smoothly  and  safely  as  far  as  they  remained  in  power. 
A  system  of  wise  and  constitutional  changes  was  projected,  coun"* 
tenanced  by  the  government  at  home,  acknowledged  to  be  highly 
^tisfaptory  by  fucb  Qf  tb^  leading  persons  Ia  Ireland,  to  whom 
..'  '  they 
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[On  the  17th  of  May  following,  Mi-.  Fox  moved, 
**  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  house,  that  the  act  of 
the  6th  of  George  the  ist^  intituled,  '  An  act  for  the 

*  better  securing  the  dependency  of  the  kingdom  of 

*  Ireland  upon  the  crown  of  Great  Britain/  ought 
to  be  repealed;'*  which  motion  was  unanimously 
agreed  to.] 

In  April  1783  Mr.  Eden  was  sworn  of  his  Majesty's 
privy  council  in  England,  and  was  appointed  Vice- 


tbey  were  communicated,  and  intended  to  be  gradually  produced. 
The  recall  of  the  Viceroy,  however,  was  so  sudden  and  unquali- 
fiedy  that  it  looked  like  a  plan  to  deprive  him  of  all  the  credit  due 
to  him  for  his  good  intentions,  and  to  transfer  the  popularity  that 
belonged  to  them  to  others.  Hence,  perhaps,  the  sudden  appear- 
ance, the  arguments  and  motion  made  and  urged  by  Mr.  Eden  in 
the  British  House  of  Commons,  on  the  8th  of  April.  Certain  it 
18,  that  the  House  of  Commons  of  Ireland  were  highly  satisfied 
with  the  administration  of  the  Earl  of  Carlisle,  as  appears  by  the 
following  vote  of  thanks,  which  passed  in  that  house  without  a 
division  soon  after  the  arrival  of  the  Duke  of  Portland,  and  on  the 
very  day  that  the  new  Lord^lieutenant  sent  a  message  *to  the  house 
by  the  Right  Hon.  John  Hely  Hatchioson,  Secretary  of  State  in 
Ireland,  **  that  his  Grace  had  it  in  command  to  inform  the  house, 
that  his  Majesty  being  concerned  to  find  that  discontents  and  jea- 
lousies are  prevailing  among  his  loyal  subjects  of  this  country* 
upon  matters  of  great  weight  and  importance,  recommends  it  to 
ibis  house  to  take  the  same  into  their  most  serious  consideration, 
in  order  to  such  a  final  adjustment  as  may  give  general  satisfaction 
tb  his  kinsfdoms  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland.'' 

**  Monday 9  April  ic,  178a. 
**  TTiat  the  thanks  of  this  house  be  presented  to  the  Right  Hon. 
Frederick  Elarl  of  Carlisle,  for  the  wisdom  and  prudence  of  his 
administration,  and  for  his  uniform  and  unremitted  attention  to 
promote  the  welfare  of  this  kingdom/' 

treasurer 
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treasurer  of  Ireland^  which  office  he  resigned  in  the 
month  of  December  following. 

In  the  session  of  1784  he  was  chosen  chairman  of 
the  committee  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  illicit 
practices  used  in  defrauding  the  revenue:  he  was  also 
in  the  same  session  chairman  of  the  select  committee 
appointed  to  examine  the  Reports  of  the  Directors  of 
the  East-India  Company.  The  Reports  presented 
to  the  house  by  those  committees  were  made  the 
foundation  of  several  parliamentary  measures. 

In  the  next  session  he  took  an  active  part  in  op^ 
posing  the  Irish  propositions ;  and  by  his  suggestions^ 
and  the  suggestions  of  those  gentlemen  who  acted 
with  him,  the  propositions,  before  they  received  the 
ultimate  sanction,  were  rendered  infinitely  more  prac- 
ticable, by  various  salutary  modifications,  alterationSji 
and  amendments:  an  incontrovertible  proof  that  the 
presence  of  an  opposition,  composed  of  wise  and  able 
men,  is  at  all  times  highly  useful,  and  that  a  secession 
from  parliament  is  not  only  a  breach  of  a  high  con- 
stitutional trust,  but  as  absurd  and  ridiculous  as  the 
quarrels  of  children  who  say  "  they'll  play  no  more," 
because  the  dressing  and  management  of  a  doll  is  not 
to  be  surrendered  to  them,  while  the  supreme  con- 
trol of  it  is  officially  vested  in  others* 

In  December  1785  Mr.  Eden  was  appointed  one 
of  the  Lords  of  the  Committee  of  Council  for  Trade 
and  Plantations,  and  was  named  Envoy  Extraordinary 
and  Plenipotentiary  to  the  court  of  Versailles,  for  the 
purpose  of  concluding  a  treaty  of  commerce  between 
Great  Britain  and  France.  That  treaty  was  accom- 
plished 
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plisbed  and  signed  September  26,  1786*  On  the 
15th  of  January  1787  he  signed  with  the  Comte  de 
Vergennes  a  farther  commercial  convention. 

On  the  3 1st  of  August,  in  the  same  year,  he  signed 
v^ith  the  late  Comte  de  Montmorin  a  convention  be-? 
tween  his  Britannic  Majesty  and  the  most  Christian 
King,  for  the  prevention  of  disputes  between  theif 
reactive  subjects  in  the  East  Indies. 

In  these  truly  important  treaties,  the  consummate 
abilities  of  Mr.  Eden  as  a  man  of  business,  his  intii- 
matc  knowledge  of  British   commerce  and  British 

a 

manufacture^  and  the  true  interests  of  both,  shone 
forth  with  distinguished  lustre.  The  mildness  of  our 
negotiator's  manners,  his  accommodating  temper, 
and  his  unassuming  tone,  aided  by  his  adroit  ma- 
nagement of  the  various  interests  and  concerns  en- 
trusted to  his  care,  produced  the  most  complete  suc- 
cess. The  commercial  connection  between  the  two 
countries  was  placed  on  a  footing  certainly  not  in 
Itself  disadvantageous  to  Franae,  but  in  so  superior  a 
degree  beneficial  to  Great  Britain,  to  that  upon  which 
any  former  commercial  treaty  had  rested,  that  the 
country  was  contented  to  reap  the  fruits  of  it  in  si- 
lence for  nearly  three  years,  before  France  discovered, 
or  was  pleased  to  acknowledge,  that  it  was  possible 
for  her  negotiators  to  be  over- matched  by  an  Eng- 
lishman. 

The  convention  signed  by  th&  late  Comte  de 
Montmorin  was  of  still  higher  consideration  than  the 
commercial  treaties^  important  as  they  were.     It  in- 

vol  ved 
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volved  interests  of  state  policy  of  the  first  magnitude 
and  consequence^  and  put  an  end  to  the  claims  so  often 
previously  set  up  by  France  upon  our  right  of  sove- 
reignty in  India.  It  annihilated  for  ever,  as  far  as 
the  most  solemn  compact  can  have  that  effect,  every 
question,  dispute,  or  challenge  of  our  right  that  could 
hereafter  be  brought  forward.* 

On  the  27th  of  October  1787,  Mr.  Eden,  in  con- 
currence with  the  late  Duke  of  Dorset,  signed  and 
exchanged  the  declaration  and  counter-declaration 
with  the  French  minister,  by  which  it  was  agreed  to 
discontinue  all  warlike  preparations,  and  by  which 
the  court  of  France  disavowed  the  retaining  hostile 
views  towards  any  quarter  in  conseqacnce  of  what 
had  happened  in  Holland. 

In  March  1788  Mr.  Eden  went  to  Spain  as  Am- 
bassador Extraordinary  and  Plenipotentiary.  On  his 
return  from  that  embassy  in  October  1789,  he  was 
promoted  to  the  dignity  of  the  Irish  peerage;  and  a 
few  weeks  afterwards  was  appointed  Ambassador  Ex- 
traordinary and  Plenipotentiary  to  the  States  General 
of  the  United  Provinces. 


*  In  the  discussion  of  the  late  definitive  treaty  of  peace>  in 
the  House  of  Lords,  a  question  was  raised,  whether  the  non- 
renewal of  this  convention  in  the  deEnitive  treaty  did  not  let 
loose  the  right  of  sovereignty  of  India,  and  once  more  reduce  it 
to  the  form  of  a  difputable  c^aim  ?  But  the  question  was  fo  ably 
and  satisfactorily  refuted  by  the  noble  negotiator  of  the  conven- 
tion, that  it  may  be  almost  considered  as  a  beneficial  incident  of 
debate^  that  any  doubt  was  started  on  the  fubjedt. 

In 
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In  May  and  June  1790,  on  the  occasion  of  the 
disputes  with  Spain,  and  of  the  Spanish  armament, 
he  negotiated  with  the  States  General  the  promj^t 
2|nd  friendly  detachment  of  a  considerable  Dutch 
squadron  to  Portsmouth  under  Admiral  Kinsbergen. 
On  the  10th  of  December,  1790^  Lord  Auckland  con- 
cluded and  signed  the  convention  between  the  Em- 
peror Leopold  and  the  Kings  of  Great  Britain  and 
Prussia,  and  -the  States  General  of  the  United  Pro- 
vinces, relative  to  the  affairs  of  the  Netherlands. 

In  1792  and  1793  he  took  an  active  part  as  Am- 
bassador in  Holland,  in  preventing  and  repelling  the 
mischiefs  v^hich  have  since  overwhelmed  so  many  of 
the  continental  powers.  In  April  1793?  after  the 
repulse  of  the  f'rench  armies,  he  attended  the  con- 
gress of  the  several  Princes,  Ambassadors,  and  Gene- 
rals at  Antwerp.  On  the  1 8th  of  the  following 
month  he  was  promoted  to  the  dignity  of  a  baron  of 
Great  Britain^  by  the  style  and  title  of  Baron  Auck- 
land, of  West  Auckland,  in  the  county  of  Durham* 

A  few  months  afterwards  he  retired  from  the  line 
of  foreign  embassies,  in  which  he  had  manifested  a 
variety  and  vei^atility  of  talent  for  diplomacy  rarely 
£3und  in  any  one  minister  whom  this  country  had 
sent  to  different  foreign  courts,  and  in  the  same 
short  period  of  time  entrusted  with  such  unlimited 
discretionary  powers,  respecting  matters  of  the  high- 
est national  importance,  though  of  an  opposite  nature 
10  almost  every  instance. 

Having  thus  rendered  his  country  the  most  essen- 
tial and  valuable  services  abroad^  Lord  Auckland  re- 
tarn  td 
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turned  borne,  not  to  waste  the  remainder  of  his  life 
in  ignoble  sloth,  or  that  useless  ease  which  has  been 
falsely  termed  otium  cum  dignifate,  but  which  is. un- 
doubtedly the  reverse  of  it,  so  long  as  the  mind  and 
faculties  retain  their  full  powers.  Lord  Auckland 
saw  that  a  domesticated  senator  in  the  House  of 
Lords  might  employ  his  time  and  his  talents  with 
great  advantage  to  his  fellow-subjects:;  that  various 
matters  of  state  policy  bearing  relation  to  transactions 
with  foreign  powers,  an  J  that  much  of  internal  regu- 
lation involving  questions  of  the  first  importance^ 
BiU'St  in  a  free  country  present  themselves  to  parlia- 
ment, and  call  for  the  eStercise  of  legislative  wisdom  j 
hence  we  find  him,  since  the  year  17^4,  not  only 
sedulous  in  attending  his  parliamentary  duties,  but 
actively  engaged  in  a  great  variety  of  debates.  Nor 
has  he  confined  himself  to  mere  .puHic  oratory, 
though  his  lordship  is  acknowledged  to«  be  a  correct, 
flutfnt,  and  intelligent  speaker :  whenever  the  occa- 
sion seemed  to  justify  it,  he  has  appealed  to  his  fel- 
low-subjects through  the  medium  of  the  press.  In 
October  1795  he  published  **  Remarks  on  the  appa-i 
rent  Circumstances  of- the  War;"  atfd  he  has  more* 
than  once  stood  forward  as  a  writer  on  the  popular 
topics  which  the  pregnant  times  have  of  late  years  so 
frequently  produced. 

In  September  1796,  on  the  death  of  the  Earl  of 
Mansfield,  Lord  Auckland  was  chosen  Chancellor  of 
the  Marischal  college  of  Aberdeen  ;  and  in  February 
1798  he  was  appointed  to  the  ofllice  of  Postmaster- 
general, 

In 
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In  the  session  of  1798-9  he  brought  fbtward  a  bill 
for  the  better  prevention  of  adultery  and  divorce,  the 
principle  of  which  was  to  prevent  the  intermarriage 
of  the  adulterer  and  adultress.  A  bill  on  a  similar* 
principle  had  been  proposed  about  thirty  years  before 
by  the  Duke  of  Athol,  and  passed  the  House  'o£ 
LordS)  but  was  rejected -in  the  House  of  Commons ; 
at^d  it  was  ^ain  tried  by  the  present  Bishop  of  Dur- 
ham in  1779?  when  it  also  met  with  similar  fate^ 
having  been  negatived  by  a  division  of  51  to  40L 
The  frequency  of  divorce  bills  of  late  years,  and  the 
evident  shameful  collusion  practised  respecting  them 
by  the  parties  interested^  had  called  forth  a  degree  of 
public  disgust  and  abhorrence,  and  the  more  espe- 
cially as.  there  are  upon  record^  within  a  very  few 
years,  six  or  eight  marriages  which  have  taken  place 
between  the  adulterer  and  adulteress.  This  might 
induce  Lord  Auckland,-  when  he  found  that  the  public 
xnind  felt  a  virtuous  alarm  at  the  rapid  progress  of  aa 
offence  which  strikes  at  the  root  of  domestic  happi* 
ness^  and  endangers  the  stability  of  society  itself,  to 
Imagine  that  parliament  would  receive  a  bill  founded 
in  such  sound  morality,  with  chastised  fedings  and  a. 
corrected  wisdom.  The  event,  however,  proved,  that 
if  such  were  his  Iordship*s  expectations,  he  deceived 
himself.  The  bill  was  warmly  opposed,  and  among 
the '  forvQOSt  of  its  professed  adversaries  were  two 
married  peers,  not  only  of  the  most  unexceptionable,. 
bat  of  distinguished  character,  worthy  men  in  pri- 
vate life,  and  known  to  be  excellent  husbands.  The 
Mubject  certainly  will  admit  of  a  diflference  of  opi* 
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iiion,  and  that  difference  prevailed  to  defeat  the  bill, 
which,  although  strengthened  by  some  additional 
salutary  clauses,  by  the  present  Lord  Chancellor,  for 
the  more  efFecfual  punishment  of  adultery,  was 
lost  in  the  House  of  Lords.  The  merit  of  those  who 
made  the  attempt  to  interpose  this  barrier  to  the 
strong  current  of  a  most  dangerous  and  destructive 
evil,  will  not  be  forgotten  by  such  of  their  fellow- 
subjects  as  deplore  the  progress  of  it,  and  lament 
that  legislative  wisdom  has  not  yet  been  able  to  de- 
vise the  means  to  check  it  effectually ;  to  put  an  end 
to  it  altogether  is  perhaps  not  within  the  reach  of 
human  foresight  or  ability. 

In  1799  ^^d  Auckland  supported  the  measure  of 
the  income  tax,  and  published  the  substance  of  his 
speech  on  that  occasion.  He  also  published  his 
speech  in  support  of  the  union  with  Ireland ;  and  in 
the  course  of  it  staled,  that  be  had  been  particularly 
employed  with  others  in  preparing  the  <letails  of  that 
business  to  be  submitted  to  parliament. 

Thus  we  have  accompanied  Lord  Auckland  from 
his  infancy  to  the  period  of  the  most  important  of 
the  many  services  which,  in  the  course  of  his  long 
and  useful  public  life,  he  has,  by  his  talents,  and 
the  most  indefatigable  application  and  industry,  been 
enabled  to  render  his  country.  He  still  continues  to 
act  for  the  promotion  of  her  political,  religious,  and 
moral  interests  with  unabated  zeal  and  equal  ability, 
by  a  due  discharge  of  his  public  duties  as  a  peer  o^ 
parliament ;  and,  as  no  member  of  either  house  has 
had  more  practice  as  a  statesman,  whatever  falls  from- 
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bis  lordship' has  great  weight  and  authority,  because 
bis  speeches  are  known  and  felt  to  be  the  lessons  of 
experience  and  wisdom* 


DR.  JENNER. 

*<  Tc  mater  omnls,  te  lachrymabilit 
AcGurret  uxor»  tie  cadacum 

Orba  Yiruniy'  puenMque  plordt. 

Sen  coDfloentes  forte  timet  notat 
Decora  vtrgo,— ^ta  faciem  cripii 
Pcriclitantem,  prolcgisqiie 

Deliciai  juyenum  futuras/* 

• 

OF  all  public  characters,  he  justly  claims  the  first 
honours,  and  the  first  rank,  in  biography,  who  by 
tbc  diligent  and  successful  exertion  of  his  talents^ 
most  effectually  promotes  the  public  good*  We  are 
therefore  secure  of  the  approbation  of  our  readers^ 
in  assigning  a  place  in  this  volume  to  Dr.  Jenner. 

It  is  with  peculiar  pleasure  the  mind,  satiated  and 
disgusted  with  tbc  contemplation  of  the  political 
world,  with  the  continual  revolutions  of  empires,  the 
inordinate  ambition  of  potentates,  the  sanguinary 
deeds  of  heroes,  and  the  artful  maclrinations  of 
statesmen,  turns  to  an  object  where  it  can  find  repose* 
On  such  a  theme,  tbc  pen  of  panegyric  dwells  with 
delight.  Saul  slew  his  thousands,  and  David  his  ten 
thousands*  Let  others  celebrate  their  triumphs  s 
while  we  ofrer  the  humble  tribute  of  our  applause  at 
the  shrine  of  Jenner,— •a  shrine  not  polluted  with 
blood! 
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The  discovery  we  celebrate,  is  the  pl-ide  6f  Bri- 
tain» — ^tbe  boast  of  science, — and  the  glory  of- the 
healing  art.  The  victory  we  commemorate^  is  a  vtc-i^ 
tory  of  man, — not  over  man, — but  over  a  cruel  and 
unrelenting  disease.  It  is  a  victory,  over  which  hu- 
manity will  never  mourtk 

Vaccine  Inoculation  is,  beyond  all  comparison,  the 
most  valuable,  and  the  most  important  discovery, 
ever  made,  it  is  a  discovery,  to  which  even  that  of 
Harvey  must  yield  tlie  palm.  It  strikes  one  out  of 
the  catalogue  of  human  evils :  it  annihilates  a  dis- 
ease, which  has  ever  been  considered  as  the  most 
dreadful  scourge  of  mankind. 

A  Roman  who  preserved  the  life  of  otie  citizen, 
was  rewarded  with  a  civic  crown.  What  crown 
shall  be.  presented  to  hkn^  who  preserves  the  lives  of 
itiillions  ?  Divine  honours  were  paid  to  Hippocrates, 
for  exterminating  the  plague  from  Athens  for  a  sea- 
son 4  What  honours  shall  be  paid  to  him,  who  ex* 
terminates  a  more  destructive  pestilence  for  ever, 
fi^m  the  face  of  the  whole  earth  ? 

Wealth  and  titles  are  the  recompense  for  desert  in 
arms ;  for  the  desolation  of  provinces,  and  the  de- 
struction of  human  kind.  In  a  more  enlightened 
age,  and  a  more  advanced  state  of  civilization, x  si- 
milar  encouragement*  will  be  held  forth,  for  those 
who  excel  in  peaceful  pursuits,  and  meliorate  the 
condition  of  man : 

Inventas  aiit  qui  vitam  excoluere  per  artes, 
Quique  sui  memores  alios  fuerc  merendo.  • 

2  '    Dfi 


Dr.  EdvVard  Jenncr  is  the.  youngest  son  of  the 
Rev.  Stephen  Jenncr,  M.  A.  of  the  Uhiversity  of 
Oxford,  rector  of  Rockhamptoq,  and  vicar  of 
Berkeley  in  Gloucestershire ;  where  the  subject  of 
this  memoir  was  born,  inJ74Q. 

Independent  of  church  preferment,  bis  father  was 
poflefled  of  considerable  landed  property  in  the  same 
county.     His  mother  was  the  daughter  of  the  Rev. 
Henry  Head,  of  an  ancient  and  respectable  family  in 
Berkshire ;  who  also  once  held  the  living  of  Berkeley, 
aod  was  at  the  same  time  a  prebendary  of  Bristol.    - 
Dr.  Jenner  had  the  misfortune  to  lose  bis  father  at 
m  very  early  period  of  life ;  bat  this  loss,  which  too 
frequently   prevents  the  proper  cultivation   of  the 
mental  faculties,  was  fortunately  supplied  by  the  well- 
directed  and  affectionate  attention  of  his  elder  bro- 
ther, the  Rev.  Stephen  Jenner ;  who  brought  him  up 
with  a  tenderness  truly  parental.     He   had   another 
brother,  the  Rev.  Henry  Jenner,  many  years  domes- 
tic chaplain  to  the  Earl  of  Aylesbury,  and  vicar  of 
Great  Bcdwin,  Wilts;  father  of  the  Rev.  George 
Jenner,    and   of  Mr.   Henry  Jenner;  surgeon,   of 
Berkeley ;  whose  names  so  frequently  appear  in  the 
history  of  Vaccine  Inoculation. 

After  receiving  a  classical  education  at  Cirences- 
ter, and  learning  the  rudiments  of  surgery  and  phar- 
macy from  Mr.  Ludlow  of  Sodbury,  a  man  of  high 
professional  eminence,  he  was  placed  under  the  im- 
mediate tuition  of  the  late  Mr.  John  Hunter ;  with 
whom  he  lived  two  years  as  a  house  pupil. 
In  liberal  minds  a  congeniality  of  talent  and  pur- 
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$uits  lays  the  foundation  of  sincere  and  lasting  friend* 
ship.  This  observation  is  fully,  exemplified  by  tbat*^ 
friendship  which  ever  after  subsisted  between  the 
celebrated  preceptor  and  his  pupil.  A  constant  cor- 
respondence was  kept  up  between  them,  which  only 
ceased  with  the  death  6(  the  formren 

As  a  proof  in  what  estimation  Mr.  Honter  held 
ihc  abilities  of  Dr.  Jcnner,  we  may  remark,  that  he 
oiTered  him  a  partnership  in  his  profession,  which 
^vns  extremely  valuable.  Mr.  Hunter  was  desirous 
of  giving  lectures  on  natural  history  upon  an  exten- 
sive plan;  and,  justly  appreciating  the  abilities  of  his 
pupil  Jenner,  and  his  ardour  and  perseverance  ia 
those  enquiries,  he  well  knew  the  ample  support  he 
should  derive  from  the  acquisitidfl  of  his  talents. 

After  finishing  his  studies  in  London,  Dr.  Jenner 
settled  at  Berkeley.  His  attachment  to  this  sitaa« 
tion  was  so  strong,  that  nothing  seemed  capable  of 
reducing  him  from  it ;  neither  the  offers  of  a  con- 
nection with  Mr.  Hunter,  nor  the  allurements  of  the 
eastern  world,  though  held  up  t6  him  in  the  most 
dazzling  point  of  view,  could  tempt  him  to  desert 
it,  for  no  mortal  was  ever  more  charmed  with  the 
place  of  his  nativity  than  Dr.  Jenner. 

He  continued  the  practice  of  physic  and  surgery 
at  Berkeley,  with  increasing  success  and  reputation ; 
and,  did  the  limits  of  our  publication  permit,  we 
could  enumerate  many  instances  of  his  eminent 
skill  and  singular  ingenuity  in  the  healing  art,  during 
this  period  of  his  life. 

From  the  extent  of  bis  practicCj  his  professional 
1  duties 


rfaiies  became  extremely  laborious ;  and,  as  it  contU 
nued  to  increase,  he  was  under  the  necessity  of  re- 
linquishing the  most  fatiguing  parts  of  bis  business* 
He  therefore  took  out  a  diploma. 

In  1788,  Dr.  Jenncr  married  Miss  Gathering 
Kingscote,  sister  to  Colonel  Robert  Kingscote,  of 
Kingscote  in  Gloucestershire  3  a  family  of  the  highcft 
anti<piity  and  respect^ility  in  the  county,  by  whom 
he  has  three  children,  two  sohis  and  a  daughter. 

Having  disengaged  himself  from  surgery,  be  had 
leisure  for  the  pursuit  of  other  studies  more  conge- 
nial to  bis  mind ;  physiology,  and  natural  history. 
But,  even  previously  to  this  event,  notwithstanding 
the  pressure  of  numerous  avocations,  lie  frequently 
found  opportunities  of  indulging  his  favourite  pro- 
pensity. By  the  joint  aid  of  actual  observation,  and 
apposite  conjecture,  he  completely  elucidated  a  very 
obscure  and  much  disputed  point  in  the  natural  his- 
tory of  the  cuckoo.  The  originality  of  this  disquisi- 
tion excited  much  attention  among  naturalists.  He 
was  soon  after  elected  a  fellow  of  the  Royal  Society. 

Among  other  discoveries  in  the  early  part  of  his 
Jife,  we  may  ijotice  a  mode  of  producing  pure  emetic 
tartar  by  a  neW  and<easy  process,  which  was  published 
in  some  of  the  medical  journals  of  that  day.  We 
may  also  refer  our  readers  to  a  late  publication  by 
the  ingenious  Dr.  Parry,  of  Bath,  wherein  it  appeam, 
that  the  discov^y  of  the  cause  of  that  dreadAal  mar 
jady,  the  anginal  pectoris,  originated,  with  Dr.  Jenner. 

Strong  as  was  tbe  attacbo^nt  of  Dr.  Jenncr  to  bis 
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pative  tallt^y,  ytt  cifcumstances  sooh  occurred,  whicfti 
rendered  bis  presence  in  London  absolutely  neces^ 
«ary.  We  allude  to  his  most  bappy  discovery  of 
Vaccine  Inoculation  ;  to  the  history  of  which  wc  novf 
hasten,  as  the  most  important  part  of  this  narrative. 

For  the  discovery  of  the  divine  art  q£  vaccination^^ 
^e  are  indebted  to  a  fortunate  concurrence  of  circum* 
stances;  talents,  education,  and  situation:  to  th^ 
talents  of  Dr.  Jenner,  fats  education  under  the  celcr 
brated  Hunter,  and  bis  situation  in  the  vale  of  Glou- 
cester. His  inquiry  into  the  nature  of  the  cow-pox 
^mmenced  about  the  year  1776.  His  attention  to 
this  singular  disease  was  first  excited  by  observing, 
that  among  those  whom  he  inoculated  for  the  small- 
pox, many  were  insusceptible  of  that  disorder.  These 
persons,  he  was  informed,  had  undergone  the  casual 
cow-pox,  which  had  been  known  in  the  dairies  from 
time  immemorial,  and  a  vague  opinion  had  prevailed^ 
that  it  was  a  preventive  of  the  smali-pox» 

Dr.  Jenner  met  with  many  apparent  exceptions  to 
this  rule,  which  led  him  to  adc  the  opinions  of  other 
medical  practitioners  in  the  neighbourhood,  who  all 
agreed,  that  the  prophylactic  power  of  the  cow-pox 
tvas  not  to  be  relied  on.  This  for  a  while  damped, 
but  did  not  extinguish  his  ardour ;  for  be  had  the  sa-* 
tisfaction  to  learn,  that  the  cow  was  subject  Ip  vari- 
ous eruptions  called  the  cow-pox,  all  of  which  were 
capable  of  infecting  the  hands  of  the  milkers. 

Having  surmounted  this  obstacle,  he  fcmied  a  dis« 
tinction  bebivcen  the  different  kinds  of  pustulous 
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eruptions  to  wbtcb  the  cow  is  liable ;  dcnOr^ihadng 
one  species  the  true^  and  all  the  othetis  the  spuriou6 
cow-pox. 

This  impediment  to  his  pnogress  was  not  long  rd- 
moved^  before  another^  of  far  greater  magnitude  in 
appearance,  started  up«  Instances  were  not  wanting 
to  prove,  that  when  the  genuine  cow-pox  broke  out 
in  a  dairy,  some  persons  who  had  experienced  the 
disease,  resisted  the  small-pox ;  and  others  continued 
susceptible  of  that  distemper. 

This  obstacle,  as  well  as  the  former,  gave  a  pain* 
ful  check  to  his  food  aspiring  hopes ;  but  reflecting^ 
that  the  operations  of  nature  are  for  the  most  part 
uniform,  and  that  when  two  persons  have  had  tho 
cow-pox,  it  is  not  probable  one  should  be  perfectly 
ebtelded  from  the  small-pox,  and  the  constitution  of 
the  other  remarn  unprotected,  he  resumed  his  labours 
with  redoubled  ardour. 

ITie  result  was  fortunate  ;  for  he  now  discovered, 
that  vaccfne,  as  well  as  variolous  matter,  undergoes  a 
change ;  and  that  when  it  has  lost  its  specific  pro- 
perty, it  is  still  capable  of  communicating  a  pustulous 
eruption.  Hencje,  a  pei-son  who  milks  a  cow  one 
day,  may  receive  the  infection  of  the  genuine  cow- 
pox,  and  be  rendered  for  ever  secure  from  the  infec- 
tion qf  the  smallrpox  ;  whilp  another,  who  milks  the 
sanTiC  co\y  the  next  da)',  may  have  a  pustqloqs  erup- 
tion, and  perhaps  a  constitutional  indisposition  to  a 
considerable  extent,  yet  still  remain  susccptitjle  of  the 
Tarioious  contagion. 

While  thus  investigating  the  nature  of  the  cow- 
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pox,  he  was  struck  with  the  idea,  that  it  might  be 
practicable  to  propagate  the  disease  by  inoculation, 
after  the  manner  of  the  stnall-pox ;  first  from  the 
ebw,  and  then  from  one  human  subject  to  another. 
The  first  case  in  which  he  put  this  theory  to  the  test^ 
inspired  him  with  confidence ;  and  a  regular  series  of 
experiments,  which  he  afterwards  instituted. for  that 
purpose,  was  crowned  with  success. 

Several  perfons  were  successively  inoculated  from 
each  other  with  vaccine  matter,  and  afterwards  ex* 
pofed  in  a  variety  of  ways  to  the  infection  of  the 
fmall-pox,  which  they  all  resisted. 

Th^s  happy  discovery  was  conununicated  to  the 
world  by  Dr.  Jcnner,  in  a  treatise  published  in  June, 
J  798,  entitled,  ^' An  Inquiry  into  the  Causes  and 
£)ffects  of  the  Variolar  Vaccinae,  a  disease  discovered 
in  some  of  the  western  counties  of  England,  particu- 
larly Gloucestershire,  and  known  by  the  name  of  the 
Cow-pox,"  The  result  of  his  further  experience  was 
also  brought  forward  in  subsequent  publications  in 
the  course  of  the  two  succeeding  years;  and  the 
whole  work  has  been  published  in  one  volume.  lie 
has  since  written  a  small  tract,  entitled,  '^  The 
Origin  of  Vaccine  Inoculation  ;*'  from  which  the 
preceding  account  of  that  singular  improvement  of 
the  healing  art  is,  in  a  great  measure,  extracted. 

The  same  fortune  which  has  attended  all  other 
great  discoveries,  and  all  other  great  benefactors  of 
mankind,  has  also  attended  Dr.  Jenner  on  this  occa- 
sion. Envy  assailed  his  fame ;  his  discovery  was  first 
depreciated,  then  c'^nicd ;  and  as  he  surpassed  (la^ey 
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Ikimaeir  in  glory,  so  be  snrpassed  bim  aldo  in  tbe  op- 
|X)sition  he  had  to  encodnten  Truth,  however,  ul- 
timately prevailed  ;  vaccination  obtained  a  complete 
triumph,  and  the  foes  of  Jenner  and  humanity  were 
covered  with  confusion. 

In  the  month  of  July  1798,  Mr.  Cline  inoculated 
a  child  with  vaccine  virus  received  from  Dr.  Jenner, 
which  succeeded.  He  afterwards  put  the  child  to 
tbe  test  of  inoculation  with  small-pox  matter  in  three 
places,  which  it  resisted.  On  this  occasion  Mr.  Cline 
informs  Dr.  Jenner,  that  Dr.  Lister,  formerly  physic 
cian  to  the  Small-pox  Hospital,  and  himself,  are  con« 
vinced  of  the  efficacy  of  the  cow-pox ;  and  that  the 
substitution  of  this  mild  disease  for  the  small-pox 
promises  to  be  one  of  the  greatest  improvements  ever 
made  in  medicine.  He  adds^  **  the  more  I  think 
on  the  subject,  the  more  I  am  impressed  with  its  im- 
portance.** 

This  instance  of  the  first  introduction  of  vaccine 
inoculation  into  the  metropolis  it  was  necessary  to 
mention,  because  another  medical  practitioner  has 
laid  claim  to  that  honour.  The  practice,  it  is  troci, 
was  not  continued  at  that  time,  for  reasons  with, 
which  we  are  not  acquainted.  At  any  rate,  this  was 
not  the  fault  of  Dr.  Jenner. 

After  publishing  the  first  part  of  his  inquiry,  Dr* 
Jenner  had  no  opportunity  of  collecting  cow-pock 
matter  in  Gloucestershire  during  the  remainder  of  that 
year.  In  the  beginning  of  the  year  1799)  the  dis« 
ease  broke  oat  in  a  dairy-farm  in  Gray  Vinn-Iane« 
With  matter  obtained  at  this  place.  Dr.  Woodvillc 
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inoculated  several  persons^  who  were  afterwards  ad- 
mitted into  the  Sniall-pox  Hospital^  and  exposed  to 
ibe  infection  of  the  smali-pox. 

It  is  probable  they  bad  also  been  exposed  to  the 
same  infection  previous  to  inoculation,  for  a  majority 
of  them  had  pustulous  eruptions.  Others  were  ino- 
culated from  these.  In  some  instances  vaccine  mac- 
•ter  was  inserted  inro  one  arm,  and  variolous  into  the 
other,  on  the  same  day.  In  some  instances  vaccine 
matter  was  inserted  first,  and  variolous  matter  on  a 
subsequent  *day.  In  other  instances  variolous  nuitter 
was  first  inserted. 

When  such  experiments  were  made,  and  the  pa- 
tients were  thus  exposed  to  the  double  risk  of  catch- 
ing the  small-pox,  either  by  inoculation,  or  by  ex- 
posure to  the  natural  infection,  and  those  medical 
men  who  adopted  the  practice,  were  in  general  sup- 
plied from  this  source,  they  might  well  be  disappoint- 
ed in  their  expectations  of  producing  a  mild  disease^ 
«uch  as  that  described  by  Dr.  Jenncr. 

Dr.  Pearson  informs  us,  that  he  alone  took  matter 
from  the  cows  at  Mr.  Willan*s  farm  :  but,  not  being 
able  to  supply  the  demand  for  matter  from  bis  own 
stock,  he  had.  recourse  to  that  of  Dr.  Woodville. 
Hence,  it  is  no  wonder,  as  the  celebrated  Dr.  de 
Carro  of  Vienna  observes,  that  a  number  of  persons 
who  were  inoculated  with  supposed  vaccine  matter  on 
the  continent  of  Europe,  as  well  as  England,  had 
-pustulous  eruptions,  and  a  virulent  disease.  The 
source  from  which  the  matter  issued  will  account 
for  this  event. 

'     Nor 


Nor  is  it  strange,  that  Dr.  Woodvillc  and  Dr* 
Peirson,  in  tbeir  first  reports,  should  represent  the 
qow-poK  as  a  severe  disease,  and  appear  doubtful 
ivhetbcr  it  was  expedient  to  introduce  it  as  a  substi* 
)ate  ibr  the  small-pox. 

Nor  is  it  surprising,  that  selfish,  invidious,  and  ill- 
designing  persons,  should  take  advantage  .of  their 
unfavourable  reports.  It  is  not  surprising,  that 
one  patient  should  fall  a  sacrifice  to  the  smallpox ; 
nor  that  many  should  suffer  severely  from  that  dis- 
temper ;  nor  that  many  practitioners  should  be  de- 
terred from  vaccine  inoculation  by  such  examples. 
But  it  is  surprising,  that  any  one,  who  had  the  prin* 
cipal  share  in  the  distribution  of  contaminated  mat- 
ter, which  excited  the  smali*pox  in  several  parts  of 
the  world,-^^nd  proved  the  more  injurious,  because 
it  neither  found  the  patients  prepared  to  receive,  nor 
the  public  to  shun  the  infection, — should  claim  a  par* 
ticipation  of  honours  and  rewards  with  Dr.  Jenncr. 
The  smalUpox  is  not  the  less  dangerous,  because  it 
comes  on  in  an  insidious  form  ;  nor  the  less, fatal,  be- 
cause it  ravages  the  globe  under  another  name. 

Surely  it  would  excite  some  degree  of  surprise,  if 
the  crew  of  a  vessel,  which  imported  the  yellow  fever 
from  St.  Domingo,  or  the  plague  from  Smyrna,  were 
to  a])pear  before  a  committee  of  the  House  of  Com« 
moiis,  and  to  say,  let  Dr.  Jenner  receive  a  reward, 

I     ■        **  modo  ne  communia  solus 
Occui>ct;  atque  aliquent  no6ii  quoqoe  reddat  honorem*" 

Of  the  five  hundred  persons  concerning  whom  Dr. 
Woodvillc  made  his  first  report,  above  three  hundred 

confessedly 
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confessedly  had  the  small-pox.  Whether  any  of 
tbcm  bad  the  pure  unadulterated  cow*pox  it  is  not 
oar  province  to  determine.  Be  that  as  it  may,  there 
is  no  reason  to  extol  the  practice  of  the  Small-pox 
Hospital,  and  that  of  Dr.  Pearson,  at  the  expence  of 
Dr.  Jenner,  and  others,  as  has  lately  been  done  in  n 
pampMet  to  which  the  name  of  Dr.  Pearson  is  pre« 
fixed* 

Such  wms  the  terror  inspired  by  the  first  reports  of 
vaccine  inoculation  in  London,  together  with  the 
falsehoods  propagated  with  great  industry  by  certain 
artful  and  ambitious  men,  that  it  was  in  danger  of 
being  totally  laid  aside,  had  not  more  favourable  re«> 
ports  by  other  practitioners,  and  a  testimonial  recom* 
mending  the  practice,  signed  by  a  considerable  num- 
ber of  the  most  eminent  physicians  and  surgeons  in 
the  metropolis,  appeared  in  the  medical  journals,  and 
other  respectable  channels  of  information.  Occa- 
sional  observations,  published  by  Dr.  Jenner  also,  had 
no  small  share  in  producing  this  happy  change. 

He  replied  to  the  calumnies  of  his  opponents  with 
great  dignity,  moderation,  and  temper ;  vindicating 
the  practice  of  vaccine  inoculation  from  the  various 
charges  brought  against  it ;  and  proving,  that  what 
was  ascribed  to  the  cow-pox,  was,  in  reality,  occasion* 
ed  by  the  smalKpox  propagated  in  disguise. 
'  Hasty  conclusions  were  drawn,  conclusions  not 
warranted  by  the  evidence  adduced,  that  Dr.  Jcnner*8 
opinion  concerning  the  origin  of  this  curious  disease 
was  ilUfoundcd ;  and  hence  it  was  artfully  insinuated, 
that  his  opinion  concerning  its  eftects  was  entitled 

to 


to  the  less  regard.  Such  sophistry  could  have  no 
weight  but  with  superficial  minds,  or  with  those  who 
wished  to  decry  this  beneficial  practice.  It  has, 
nevertheless,  been  employed  as  an  argument,  by  cer« 
tain  illiberal  and  envious  persons,  who  wished  to  de* 
preciate  the  merits  pf  Dr.  Jenner,  and  on  the  ruins 
of  his  reputation  to  raise  their  own. 

It  has  also  been  asserted,  that  no  one  can  have  the 
cow-pox  twice ;  and  that  no  one  who  has  had  the 
smallpox,  can  have  the  cow-pox,  contrary  to  what 
had  been  advanced  by  Dr.  Jenner.  These  assertions, 
however,  have  been  refuted  by  abundant  evidence; 
and  all  Dr.  Jenner^s  principal  positions,  now  esta* 
blished  on  a  firm  and  solid  basis,  evince  the  accuracy 
of  his  observation,  and  complete  his  glory. 

Other  discoveries  have  been  gradually  evolved; 
the  discoveries  of  other  ingenious  anatomists,  pub- 
lished by  themselves,  led  to  that  of  Harvey  ;  but  this, 
like  Minerva,  sprung  to  light, .  not  in  a  state  of  in* 
fancy  and  imbecility,  but  mature  and  perfect,  and 
clad  in  impenetrable  armour. 

To  describe  the  propagation  of  this  inestimable 
practice,  is  the  task  of  the  vaccine  historian,  rather 
than  that  of  the  biographer.  SufHce  it  to. say,  that 
it  is  now  well  established  in  Great  Britain',  and  mak- 
ing a  rapid  progress  through  the  world. 

It  is  much  to  be  regretted,  that  inoculation  of  the 
small-pox  is  not  prohibited ;  and  that  any  hospital 
continues,  in  any  shape,  to  disseminate  that  poison. 
When  we  reflect  on  the  nature  of  Dr.  Jenncr*s  dis- 
covery, which  is,  to  give  new  life  to  the  human  spe- 
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eies,  and  on  the  obstacles  it  has  met  with  (rbm  that 
quarter,  we  cannot  but  compare  him  to  Prometheus, 
who  stole  fire  from  heaven  for  the  same  purpose  ;~- 
and  the  Small-pox  Hospital,  to  the  box  of  Pandora^ 
scattering  pldgues  in  every  direction^  to  revenge  the 
erime» 

In  the  iVledica)  Journal  and  the  Medical  Review 
for  July  1800,  Mr.  Ring  published  the  London 
testimonial  in  favour  of  vaccine  inoculation,  which 
he  first  proposed  and  circulated  with  a  view  to  stem 
the  torrent  of  popular  prejudice,  and  to  refute  the 
false  reports  which  were  circulated  by  self-interested 
persons  with  great  industry. 

In  the  Medical  Review  for  the  fame  month  he 
gives  his  opinion,  contrary  to  what  had  been  supposed 
by  others,  that  the  pustulous  eruption  which  occur* 
red  in  so  many  instances  of  vaccine  inoculation  at  the 
8maII-pox  Hospital,  was  not  excited  by  the  cow-pox, 
but  by  the  small-pox. 

In  the  Medical  Journal  for  August  ITdd^he  had 
M'arned  medical  praclitioners  against  exposing  their 
patients  to  more  than  one  infedlion  at  one  time  ;  but 
bis  warning  was  not  regarded.  In  that  memoir  he 
bad  maintained  that  two  morbid  actions,  and  consc-* 
quently  two  eruptive  disorders^  might  co-exist,  con« 
trary  to  the  opinion  of  our  inimortal  Hunter. 

He  now  gave  a  decided  opinion  that  no  confine- 
ment, and  of  course  no  hospital,  is  necessary  for  this 
-disease,  if  indeed  it  deserves  the  name  of  a  disease; 
and  that  if  an  hospital  were  necessary  for  those  who 
wish  to  shun  the  small-pox,  the  SntalUfox  Hospiial  is 
the  last  to  which  they  should  be  sent. 


•  He  deprecated  the  mode  of  practice  then  purisued^ 
to  which  one  patient  had  already  fallen,  a  victim  ;  and 
affirmed  that  it  19  in  vain  we  ihall  endeavour  to  stop 
the  ravages  of  the  small-pox^  while  inoculation  b 
practised  at  the  Small-pox  Hospital,  and  while  the 
disease  continues  to  issue  in  disguise  from  that  ppl* 
luted  source. 

After  alluding  to  the  experiments  of  Mr^  Tanner» 
be  concludes  In  the  following  words  : 

**  Whatever  may  be  the  origin  of  vaccine  virus,  it  must  giv^ 
^  every  friend  to  the  interefts  of  humanity  peculiar  pleasure  to  coo* 
template  its  end.  The  feeble  opposition  which  the  practice  has 
met  with  only  serves  to  stimulate  its  advocates  io  new  exertions, 
aod  Co  gain  additional  teftimoaics  in  its  favour.  It  may  now  be' 
considered  as  completely  eftabliilied  ;  and  I  hope  and  truft  it  wil 
be  one  of  the  firft  acts  of  the  firfi  Imperial  Parliament  of  the  British 
ifles  to  bestow  an  adequate  reward,  if  it  can  bestow  an  ade- 
quate reward,  on  that  distinguished  character  to  whom,  under 
divine  Providence^  we  are  indebted  for  this  blessing." 

The  following  extract  from  Mr.  Ring's  letter,  in 
the  Medical  Journal  for  August  1799,  will  (hew 
what  objectiona  were  urged  against  the  practice  of 
vaccination  9X  that  time,  and  furnish  a  sufficient  re*- 
futation  of  those  objections. 

Dr.  Moseley,  in  his  treatise  on  sugar,  lately  pub- 
lished, expresses  a  suspicion  that  the  cow-pox  can 
only  render  the  habit  insusceptible  of  the  small-pox 
for  a  ilnie.  This  is  refuted  by  volumes  of  evidence^ 
and  a  doad  of  witnesses. 

*  He  says,  *^  Inoculation  has  disarmed  the  smalUpox 
of  its  terrors.    This  is  refuted  by  the  whole  world.  . 

'  He  asserts,  ^*  that  accidents  in  the  inoculated  smalU 
pox   are   uncommon^*'     Would    to    God .  experi- 
ence 


'  'Nfe 


32  Dit.  MNNBR* 

ence  did  riot  disprove  that  assertidn,  and  convinced 
practitioners  in  general  that  no  care,  no  ski!!,  ever 
did,  or  ever  can,  tame  that  dreadful  bjdra— -the  small* 
pox  I 

He  tells  us,  '^  We  all  kdbw  from  experience  that 
disease  properly  treated  leaves  nothing  after  it  inju- 
rious to  the  constitution/*  That  we  do  not  all  know 
it  is  certain :  if  Dr.  Moseley  has  been  so  happy  as  to 
discover  the  secret,  I  hope  his  humanity  will  prompt 
him  to  disclose  it. 

It  is  well  known  that  the  small-pox,  whether  na^ 
tural  or  infititious,  is  one  of  the  most  common  causes 
of  scrofula;  and  my  experience  leads  me  to  believe, 
that  the  absurd  custom  of  giving  cathartics  after  this 
and  other  eruptive  disorders,  by  debilitating  the  ha- 
bit, augments  their  tendency  to  produce  that  horrid 
disease. 

Dr.  Moseley  tells  iis,  '^  he  wishes  not  to  discourage 
iuquiry/'  and  admits  that  ^^  the  object  well  deserves 
it  ;'*  yet,  wjth  some  degree  of  inconsistence  he  adds, 
that  he  wiflies  **  to  guard  parents  against  suffering 
their  children  becoming  victims  io  expermeni '^  My 
wifhes  are  not  less  ardent  than  his :  he  wishes  to  pre- 
vent children  from  becoming  victims  to  experiment ji  1 
wish  to  prevent  them  from  becpming  victims  to  the 
vnalhpox. 

Dr.  Moseley  intended  his  eccentric  remarks,  which 
are  idtroduced  rather  mal-a-propos  in  a  treatise  oa 
sugar,  as  an  antidote  for  what  he  calls  the  cow-maniom 
He  himself  seems  to  labour  under  the  cow-phohiam — 
He  asks,  if  any  person  can  say^  ^*  what  may  be  the 
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consequences  of  introducing  a  bestial  humour  into  the 
human  frame,  after  a  long  lapse  of  years  ?'*  I  begf 
leave  to  ask,  in  my  turn,  if  any  person  can  say,  what 
may  be  the  consequences,  after  a  long  lapse  of  years, 
of  introducing  into  the  human  frame  covo's  milky  beef* 
steaks,  or  a  mutton-chop  f 

I  hope  medical  men  will  in  future  be  cautious  hov 
they  prejudice  the  public  mind  against  a  fair  trial  of 
a  practice,  warranted  by  observation,  and  recom* 
mended  by  a  physician  of  distinguished  abilities,  and 
xiot  spread  a  serious  alarm,  where  even  the  vulgar  and 
illiterate,  who  are  generally  most  averse  to  all  inno-^^ 
vations,  and  of  course  to  all  itnprovement  in  the  prac* 
tice  of  physic^  have  not  hitherto  hinted  a  suspicion. 

Dr.  Moseley  argues  as  if  the  cow-pox  were  a  new 
disease  in  the  human  species  ;  a  supposition  which  it 
18  unnecessary  to  refute*  One  of  the  advantages  pro^ 
posed  by  Dr.  Jenner  and  Dr.  Pearson,  from  the  esta^* 
bliihment  of  the  new  practice,  is,  that  although  the 
disorder  in  question  is  so  common,  and  has  long  been 
well  known  in  many  parts  of  the  kingdom,  it  never 
has  been  suspected  to  leave  behind  it  a^  other  disease^ 

In  this  memoir  Mr.  Ring  endeavoured  to  remore 
those  vain  alarms  which  had  been  excited  by  the  re* 
ports  of  Dr.  Woodville  and  Dr,  Pearson,  and  which 
had  deterred  the  majority  of  medical  men  from 
adopting  the  practice.  His  efforts  were  not  unauc* 
cessfuL 

He  was  the  fi^A  who  represented  vaccine  inocula* 
tion  in  the  favourable  light  in  which  it  bad  been  rt* 
presented' by  Dr.  Jenoer.    He  stated,  that  those  who 
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were  inoculated  with  pure  vaccine  matter  scarcely 
laboured  under  the  least  indisposition,  except  what 
arose  froni  the inflamation  of  the  arm. 

Having  obtained  some  of  the  cow-pock  matter,  so 
successfully  used  by  Dr.  Jenhcr  in  his  own  practice, 
he  inoculated  all  whom  he  could  prevail  on  to  sub- 
mit to  the  operation  gratuitously  ;  aud  invited  medi- 
cal practitioners  in  genenal  to  accept,  in  a  state  of 
purity,  what  even  in  an  impure  state  they  could  not 
otherwise  procure  in  London^  without  purchasing  it 
at  a  high  price. 

He  has  since  inoculated  a  far  greater ^  number 
than  any  other  practitioner  in  Zx)ndon,  except 
Mr.  Wachsd,  c^the  Small-pox  Hospital,  and  by  dis- 
seminating vaccine  virus  throughout  Great  Britain 
and  all  parts  of  the  worKl,  free  of  expence,  he  has 
had  some  share  in  eftablishing  vaccination  ;  and  in 
removing  the  principal  obstacles  to  the  propagation 
of  the  practice* 

First  he  supplied  gentlemen  who  belonged  to  pub- 
lic institutions  ;>  particularly  the  physician  of  the  va- 
cine  pock  institution.  Justly  dreading  the  conse- 
quences that  would  ensue,  if  contaminated  matter 
should  be  disseminated  at  the  new  place  of  sale  for 
cowpock  matter,  he  expressed  his  apprehensions  to 
Dr.  Pearson.;  who  availed  himself  of  the  offer  of 
genuine  matter^  and  accepted  a  liberal  supply. 

He  also  supplied  Dr.  Marshall  and  Dr.  Walker 
with  the  vaccine  virus  witfh  which  they  inoculcated  in 
the  Mediterranean  ;  and  Mr.  Rush,  at  the  request 
of  Dr«  Mar^all.    Mr.  Rush,  although  one  of  the 
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-fiurgeonb  of  the  vaccine  pock  institution^  informed 
Dr.  Marshall  that  he  could  not  trust  to  any  matter 
that  did  not  conle  from  the  stock  of  Dr^  Jennet. 
From  this  source  Mr.  Rush,  at  that  .time  Inspector 
of  hospitals,  seconding  the  laudable  zeal  of  Mr.  Keate^ 
surgeon- general  to  the  army,  drew  a  supply  ;  in  or* 
der  to  furnish  the  army  surgeons  under  his  direction 
with  the  means  of  securing  our  brave  soldiers  from 
the  ravages  of  the  smalUpox. 

These  truths  Dr.  Jenner  has  always  been  the  first 
to  acknowledge.  We  lately  saw  a  letter  from  him  td 
a  celebrated  foreign  physician,  then  in  London,  in 
which  he  sayat 

'*  1  wd  happy  to  find  you  have  been  introdaced  to  tny  friend 
Mr.'Ring.  The  discovery,  which  I  had  the  happiness  to  anounce 
to  the  world,43  much  indebted  to  his  ardent  zeal,  and  indefatigable 
exertions,  for  the  rapid  progress  it  has  made;  while  some  of  thoge 
-wfab  vainly  conceived  themselves  inftrometttal  in  promoting  its 
adoption,'  have  in  reality,  from  their  ignorance  and  indiscretioil^ 
rather  retarded  than  accelerated  its  progress/^ 

Nothing  has  shewn  in  a  more  strikidg  point  of 
view,  the  immense  advantage  likely  to  result  front 
vaccine  inoculation,- than  the  introduction  of  the 
practice  into  the  anny  and  navy.  For  the  former  we 
are  indebted  to  Mr.  Keate  and  Mr  Rush ;  for  the 
latter,  to  Dr,  Trotter,  Physician  to  the  Fleets  and 
I^r.  Blaae  at  that  titne  6ne  of  the  commissioners  of 
Sick  and  Hurt;  Dn  Blaine  obtained  an  order  from 
the  Lords  of  the  Admiralty  to  sanction  his  benevolent 

design. 

On  this  occasion,  the  physicians  atid  surgeons  of 

the  fleet  presented    a  gold  medal  to  Dr.  Jenner, 

together  with  a  suitable  address. 

D^  la 
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IV)  Ibis  Mike^  tl)ey  observe,  that  Dr.  Jeimer  m 
)>robabTy  no  stranger  fx>  the  introduction  of  the  ntfr 
inoculation  into  the  navy,  by  order  of  the  Lords  cf 
the  Admiralty,  Th*y  say,  by  inquiries  instituted  in 
the  Channel,  it  has  beien  ascertained  that  the  smalU 
pox  has  i>een  infiported  more  than  a  hundred  tinoes 
Vitbin  the  last  sevtfi  years ;  and  in  twenty  different 
instances^  witbiA  the  iast  six  months^  by  the  grand 
ileet  alone.  They  remaA,  that  it  is  no  wonder  the 
disease  Was  attcfnded  wi(!h  uncommon  mortality^  when 
^he  sublets  Whom  it  attacked  were  so  ill  prepared  fd^ 
its  reccptioo. 

The  address  then  states,  that  as  im  xis  Vaccine 
^nfoculation  'has  been  fpraclised  in  the  navy,  it  has  been 
crowned  with  success.  Those  who  have  urklergone 
that  operation  were  not  even  entered  on  the  sick  list* 

The  authors  of  this  important  and  memorable 
address  "then  declare^  Ihbt,  although  prevented  by 
their  situation  from  receiving  the  earlieft  intelligence 
of  improvements  in  medical  science,  they  have  not 
t>een  passive  'spectators  of  an  event  60  singulalr,  as  a 
discovery  of  a  -substitute  for  the  amalUpox ;  an  event, 
XK^hich  the  philosopher  will  contemplate  with  wonder, 
and  the  friend  of  the  baman  species  view  with  eaulta* 
tioh. 

The  medal  is  embellished  with  proper  devices.  It 
Represents  Apollo,  the  god  of  physic,  introducing  a 
seaman  recovered  from  vaccine  inoculation  to  Britan- 
nia ;  who,  in  return,  extends  a  civic  crown,  on  which 
is  inscribed — ^Jbknbu. 

The  motto  is  peculiarly  happy  : 

AXBA  NAU7IS  STBL&A  RSTVLSIT.  • 

On 
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• 

On  tbe  reverse  13  an  anchor;  abpve^  c^eohgio 
VB&Tio  t£6Bi  bqloW)  sp^NCE^  BUCE ;  expressingi 
tbe  rcigo  in  whiph,  aiid  the  n^ioe  of  tbe  Qoble  Lord» 
hi  whose  joaval  ^dministratipQ^  and  under  whose  aua* 
fHCCS,  this  valuable  inQproven^etU  of  the  healing  art 
was  introduced  into  the  navy  of  Great  Bifitain. 

Since  that  period  vaccine  inoculatioo  baa  not  only 
been  generally  practised  in  tb^  army  Md  navy  at 
bome^  but  it  has  been  introduced  into  Gibraltar^ 
Minorca,  and  Malta^  and  into  tbe  British  fleets  in  thq 
Mediterranean,  by  the  zealous  and  indefatigable  ex- 
ertions of  Dr.  Marshall  and  Dr.  Walker. 

These  gentlemen  inoculated  the  soldiers  in  the 
dlifibrent  garrisons,  together  with  their  wives  and 
children  ;  and  also  extended  the  benefits  of  the  Jen- 
f^erian  discovery  to  all  ranks  of  people  who  would  ac- 
cept of  that  bles^ng. 

Oor  brave  soldiers  and  sailors  employed  in  tbe  ex- 
pedition to  Egypt  were  vaccinated,  by  orders  from 
tbe  Duke  of  York  and  the  Lords  of  the  Admiralty. 
The  smallpox  was  in  consequence  twice  extinguished 
in  the  fleet,  and  our  gallant  countrymen  were  preserv-^ 
wji  for  a  contest  on  which  the  fate  of  Europe  depend- 
ed ; — a  contest  in  which  they  proved  successful. 

On  this  occasion  the  vast  advantage  of  Dr.  Jenner*s 
discovery  was  conspicuous ;  and  when  we  recollect 
bow  long  victory  remainded  doubtful  between  the 
two  contending  armies  in  the  East,  it  is  not  unwar- 
lantable  to  suppose  that  vaccine  inoculation  had  some 
sbere  in  turning  the  scale,  and  deciding  the  fortune 
of  the  war. 

D3  For 
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For  these  Important  services  rendered  to  the  state. 
Dr.  Marshall  and  Dr.  Walker  received  the  thanks  of 
Lord  Keith  and  Lord  Hutchinson,  the  two  com- 
mandei^s  of  the  British  forces  by  sea  and  land  ;  but 
they  did  not  meet  with  that  remuneration  at  home 
which  they  had  reason  to  expect. 

Fortune  may  well  be  represented  as  blind,  when 
she  distributed  her  favours  with  so  partial  a  hand. 
For  claims  more  equivocal, and  services  less  important, 
men  have  been  raised  to  honours,  decorated  with 
titles,  and  glutted  with  wealth.  When  these  philan- 
thropists rescued  the  flower  of  our  army  and  navy 
from  a  devouring  pestilence,  and  preserved  them  to 
maintain  the  glory  of  the  British  arms ;  when  they 
extinguished  the  flames  of  the  small'  pox  in  our  gar<* 
risons  and  our  fleets,  by  order  of  government,  they, 
did  not'  expect,  after  their  long,  long  labours,  that 
they  ihould  be  oflTercd  on  their  return  the  paltry  re- 
ward of  fifty  pounds  to  be  divided  betw<^en  them, 
and  the  barren  laurels  they  had  reaped  on  the  coast 
of  Malta, 

Among  other  instances   of  public   honours   paid 

to    Dr.  Jenncr,  the    following '  deserve    to   be    r*ii 

corded  : 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Medical  Society,  MarcL  29th,  1802,  it 
was  unanimously  resolved,  That  the  members  of  the  Medical 
Society  of  London,  taking  into  consideration  the  very  impor- 
tant discovery  made  by  Dr.  Jenner,  are  of  opinion  that  great 
benefit  will  accrue  to  the  inhabitants  of  these  islands,  and  to 
mankind  in  general,  from  the  iAtroduAion  of  Vaccine  Inocula-^ 
tion  ;  and  from  their  own  experience,  as  well  as  from  the  exten- 
sive and  successful  trials  made  in  various  parts  of  the  world, 
that  it  will,  in  all  probability,  ultiipately  eradicate  the  smalls 
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pox,  one  of  the  most  fatal  diseases  to  which  the  hamtin  species 
is  liable. 

«*  Resolved,  That  a  copy  of  this  resolution,  signed  bjr  the 
President,  be  presented  to  Dr.  Jenner/' 

Ipiivlchy  April  \9th^  1802. 
•*  We  the  undersigned  members  of  the  SuflFolk  Society  of 
Surgeons,  having  had  ample  opportunity  of  experiencing  the 
safety  and  efficacy  of  the  Vaccine  Inocculation  in  preventing 
small-pox,  introduced  and  now  happily  brought  into  general 
use,  by  your  discovery,  founded  upon  s^ccurate  and  patiently 
conduifted  experiments,  think.it  our  duty  to  congratulate  you, 
and  to  return  you  our  grateful  thanks  for  the  invaluable  advan<* 
tages  that  the  community  at  large  have  derived  from  your  la- 
bours ;  which,  in  the  course  of  a  few  years,  promise  entirely  W 
eradicate  the  dangerous  and  loathsome  disease  of  small-poz. 
Signed  by  the  President,  &c." 

**  At  the  annual  district  meeting  of  the  Benevolent  Medical 
Society  of  Essex  and  Herts,  held  at  Hatfield  in  Herts,  May  3d^ 
1802 — The  undersigned  being  strongly  impressed  with  the  in- 
valuable  advantages  that  the  public  have  derived  from  the  in- 
trodudlion  of  the  Vaccine  Disease,  by  DodHor  Jenner,  as  a  sub- 
stitute for  the  small-pox,  are  desirous  of  presenting  their  thanks 
to  him  for  the  liberality  and  indefatigable  industry  with  which 
be  has  made  it  public*^' 

The  following  is  the  testimonial  of  the  Physical  Society. 
"  We,  the  President  and  Members  of  the  Physical  Society  of 
Guy's  Hospital,  deeply  impressed  with  the  importance  of  the 
discovery  of  Vaccine  Inoculation,  are  anxious  to  express  our 
opinion  of  its  efficacy,  and  our  profound  veneration  for  its  atu 
tlior,  Dodor  Jenner. 

"  We  entertain  -^  perfeft  convi<ftion,  that  this  inoculation  is 
a  certain  preventive  of  the  small -pox  ;  and  trust  tlie  period  is  x 
not  remote,  when  that  dreadful  scourge  of  the  human  race  will 
become  totally  extin^. 

««  We  are  fully  persuaded,  that  when  Vaccination  lias  been 
properlj  cpndu^d,  no  instance  has  occurred  of  its  having  oc- 

P  4  casioned 
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casioned  1117  dangerous  consequence,  or  failed  to  prodiMe  those 
eSe&Sf  which  its  discoverer  has  uniformly  set  forth. 

**  We  iiirther  state  our  belief,  that  the  Vaccine  Inoculation^ 
from  its  superior  mildness,  will  not  call  forth  those  latent  seeds 
of  disease,  which  occasionally  atise  after  the  small-pox,  even 
under  the  best  management ;  and  which  otherwise  mi^ht  never 
have  taken  place. 

^  We  ifeel  the  warmest  sensations  of  gratitude  and  respe^^ 
for  the  liberal  manner  in  which  the  author  has  communicated 
his  discovery*  uninfluenced  by  any  motive  of  self-consideration  9 
9ad  we  contemplate  the  discovery  itself  as  a  memorable  epoch 
in  the  annals  of  medicine. 

.  **  The  society  presumes  to  hope,  that  the  author  of  this  happy 
discovery  will  meet  with  that  reward  from  his  grateful  country 
which  he  justly  deserves,  for  having  thus  rendered  himself  the 
benefador  of  mankind." 

Previous  to  the  passing  of  this  resolution,  a  me* 
moir  on  the  subject  of  vaccine  inoculation  was  fully 
disaissed  at  the  Physical  Society,  and  Dr.  Jenner 
attended  the  discussion  on  four  successive  nights» 
having  received  an  express  invitation  from  the  So- 
ciety for  that  purpose. 

On  his  entering  the  theatre,  he  was  constantly  re- 
ceived with  the  most  unbounded  applause ;  and  as 
no  debate  was  ever  of  greater  importance,  so  it  is 
probable,  none  ever  attracted  in  a  greater  degree  the 
attention  of  scientific  men» 

The  preceding  testimonial  was  the  result,  and  a 
new  order  of  merit  was  instituted,  the  members  of 
which  are  to  be  called  honorary  associates.  This  dis- 
tinction is  only  to  be  conferred  on  the  authors  of 
some  notable  discovery  in  medicine. 

The  diploma,  which  was  presented  to  Dr.  Jenner 
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by  the  president^  after  ao  elegant  oration;  is  as  foN 

lows :  * 

**  Socieus  Physica*  anno  1771  constituta^  et  in  nosocomio 
Thoix»B  Guy  habita»  omnibus  ad  quos  hx  penrenerint  liters  sa^ 
lutem.  Cum  meritissimus  ornatissimusque  vir  Edvardus  Jen* 
ner,  M«  D*  R.  S.  S.  &c.  non  modo  ingenii  acumine,  feHci  artis 
medics  cnlmra,  animoque  ad  optimum  quodque  parato»  jamdo* 
dum  indaruerit,  sed  etiam  Varioke  Vaccinae  Insitione  in  Incem 
prolata,  stragem  hominum,  yariolarum  morbo  antebac  iUatam^ 
compescuerit,  imo  fere  penitus  in  futurum  represserit,  sicque^ 
dirum  illud  mortis  telum  obtimdendo,  de  genere  humano  optime 
meruerit;  notum  facimus,  nos»  prsesatum  virum  primum  inter 
socios  maxime  honorandos  asciVisse  et  retulisse :  In  cujus  rci 
fidem»  has  literas,  meritissimis  tantum  cOncessas,  manibus  noi» 
tris  signatasy  expederi  lubentissime,  jussimus." 

TRANSJ.ATION. 

The  Physical  Society,  institpted  in  the  year  1771,  and  held  in 
Guy's  Hospitali  to  all  to  whom  these  presents  shall  come» 
greeting. 

"  Whereas,  Edward  Jenner,  Do^or  of  Physic,  Fellow  of  thp 
Royal  Society,  &c«  a  man  of  singular  merit  and  accomplish* 
jnents,  has  not  oi^y  long  since  rendered  himself  eminent  by  his 
ingenuity,  by  his  happy  cultivation  of  the  healing  art,  and  a 
mind  prompt  in  every  liberal  pursuit,  but  by  publishing  his  drs- 
covery  of  Vaccii^e  Inoculation,  has  restrained,  and  will  hereafter 
totally  annihilate,  the  ravages  committed  on  tlie  human  species 
by  tSk  smAlUpox  ;  and  thus,  by  blunting  that  dire  dart  of  death* 
has  deserved  well  of  mankind.  We  hereby  make  known,  that 
we  have  enrolled  and  incorporated  the  aforesaid  Do^or  Jenner^ 
as  the  first  among  our  honorary  associates.  In  witness  whereof,' 
it  is  our  pleasure,  that  these  letters,  only  granted  to  persons  of 
the  most  distinguished  merit,  should  be  published.  Signed  by 
our  hands."'    Dated  Feb.  20,  1802.    ' 

The  county  of  Gloucester  has  afforded  a  memorable 
exception  to  the  general  rule,  that  no  prophet  i« 
honoured  in  bis  own  country,  having  resolved  to  pre- 

sent 
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sent  Dr.  Jenner  with  a  very  hanidsome  and  valuable 
piece  of  plate,  ornamented  with  devices  emblematic 
of  the  benefits  Ke  has  conferred  on  the  community  at 
large.  We  are  informed,  that  the  piecp  of  plate  will 
be  a  very  large  and  superb  cup,  embellished  with  a 
figure  of  Apollo  destroying  Python.  When  our 
Apollo  receives  this  tribute  of  gratitude  and  token 
of  esteem,  he  will  drink  "  Success  to  vaccination, 
^nd  prosperity  to  the  county  of  Gloucester." 

As  a  proof  of  the  high  estimation  in  which  Pr, 
Jenner  is  held  by  foreigners,  we  shall  quote  a  passage 
from  a  letter  of  the  celebrated  Dr.  Dc  Carro,  of  Vienna, 
to  Mr.  Ring. 

**  Remember  rne  to  Dr.  Jenner.  No  medical  man  ever  ex« 
cited  my  admiration  and  veneration  so  much.  He  is  not  only 
great  by  the  magnitude  of  his  discovery,  but  he  is  also  great  by 
the  manner  in  which  he  condud^ed  his  researches  ;  by  the  per* 
fe^ion  which  he  gave  to  them  before  he  published  his  work  ; 
and  by  the  extreme  modesty  with  which  he  speaks  of  himself. 
His  fame  increases  daily ;  but  I  blush  for  all  sovereigns,  and  all 
governments,  which  have  not  yet  bestowed  any  public  mark  of 
their  gratitude  on  that  immortal  benefa<5lor  of  mankind." 

We  have  lately  seen,  in  the  Bibliotheque  Britan- 
niqae,  a  letter  from  Dr.  De  Carro  to  Dr.  Oditr,  of 
Geneva,  in  which  he  says,  Those  who  are  inoculated 
for  the  small- pox,  and  those  who  have  it  in  the  na- 
tural way,  ought  to  be  secluded  from  society,  and  to 
perform  quarantine  in  lazarettocs,  like  those  who  have 
the  plagce  ;  and  when  we  sec  the  united  Parliament 
of  thnce  kingdoms  granting  a  reward  of  ten  thousand 
pounds  to  Dr.  Jenner,  for  furnishing  them,  with  the 
means  of  extirpating  the  small-pox,  it  is  (Irange  it 

hps 
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has  hitherto    done   nothing  towards  putting  thoso  - 
meaDS  into  execution. 

pudet  h«c  opprobria  nobis 


£t  die!  potuisse,  et  non  potutsse  rcfelli. 

With  respect  to  the  national  reward  conferred  on 
Dr.  Jenncr,  however  inadequate  it  is  to  his  merits,  ijb 
exceeds  any  other  reward  ever  granted  by  Parlia- 
ment, 

It  was  justly  observed  by  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer,  that  no  pecuniary  remuneration  could  be 
adequate  to  a  service  like  this;  and,  indeed,  when 
wc  consider  how  small  a  surplus  will  remain,  after  de- 
ducting all  the  expcnces  incurred  on  this  occasion 
by  Dr.  Jenner,  wc  should  rather  be  inclined  to  sup- 
pose it  is  meant  for  the  redemption  of  the  town  of 
Berkeley,  than  that  of  the  whole  human  race,  from 
the  ravages  of  the  smallpox. 

It  was  asserted,  that  to  a  mind  like  Dr.  Jenner*s, 
the  thanks  of  the  House  constituted  the  better  part 
of  th^  reward.  If  officers  of  state  would  take  the 
same  coin  in  part  of  payment,  half  of  their  sala- 
ries may  go  towards  the  discharge  of  the  national 
debt. 

We  shall  here  give  a  summary  account  of  the  ad- 
i^antages  attending  vaccine  inoculation,  partly  de- 
duced from  the  evidence  collected  by  the  Committee 
of  the  House  of  Commons^  and  partly  from  other 

sources. 

).  It  is  a  mild  lof  al  dise9.se ;  sind  indeed,  can  scarcelf  be  s^id 
|o  deserve  the  name  of  a  disease. 

^  Jt  b  not  infedtious,  except  \^j  a^ual  inoculation. 

I  3lt 
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» 

S.  It  maj.be  pradtised  at  any  time  ofUfcytrtn  during pneg^ 
nancy ;  and  at  all  seasons  of  the  year. 

4.  It  requires  no  preparation,  alteration  in  diet,  or  physic. 

5.  It  is  noK  attended  with  danger,  unless  from-  ignorance  or 
negled. 

6.  It  is  a  perfed  security  against  the  small«-pox ;  and  if  its  use 
becomes  uzuversal,  must  utterly  exterminate  that  dreadful  dis* 
fase.' 

The  Committee  of  the  House  of  Commons,  to 
whom  the  petition  of  Dr.  Jenner  was  referred,  state,. 
in  their  Report,  that  the  utility  of  Vaccine  Inocula- 
tion is  confirmed  by  the  testimony  of  a  number  of 
vtritnesses  of  the  highest  characters,  and  most  exten* 
sive  experience  in  the  profession.  Among  tbe^e  ap<* 
pear  the  names  of  Sir  George  Baker,  Sir  Walter 
Farquhar,  Dr.  Ash,  Dr.  filane.  Dr.  Woodville,  Dr, 
Pearson,  Dr.  Marshall,  Dr.  Dale,  Dr.  Denman,  Dr« 
Croft,  Dr.  Baillie,  Dr.  Skey,  Dr.  Nelson,  Dr.  Thom- 
son, Dr.  Lister,  Dr.  Bradley,  Pr.  Sims,  Dr.  Saunders^  * 
Dr.  Frampton,  and  Dr.  Lettsom. 

The  following  surgeons  corroborated  their  testU 
mony.  Mr.  Home,  Mr.  Knight,  Mr.  Pope,  Mr. 
Griffiths,  Mr.  Addington,  Mr.  Simpson,  Mr.  Jordan^ 
Mr.  Keate,  Mr.  Cline,  Mr.  Ring,  and  Mr.  Taylor.. 

The  evidence  of  these  professional  men  was  still 
further  confirmed  by  that  of  his  Royal  Highness  the 
Duke  of  Clarence,  the  Earl  of  Berkeley^  Lord  Rous,^ 
the  reverend  Mr.  Jenner,  and  Mr.  Gardner. 

Many  of  the  witnesses  had  submitted  their  own 
children  to  the  salutary  process  of  vaccination  ;  others 
had  reconMTiended  it,  and  others  had  practised  it  with 
the  happiest  success. 


"x  Df •  WoodvfDe  «l«ted»  tkat  serdn  tfaomand  fite  Imiicbed 
paMnts  had  been  inoctdatbd  fot"  die  iNiociiie  disease  at  the  Smolb 
pox  Hospital^  ixp  to  Jaauasy  last ;  asidhalf  afthatimmberkad 
aince  been  inocokted  with  Tarioloas  matter,  'b«t  in  vain.'' 

**  The  Rer.  Mr.  lamer  had  inoculated  three  thousand  persona 
with  Tacctae  matter,  without  meeting  with  one  unfavouraUe 
case;  thoogfa  he  had  inoculated  at  all  i^s,  and  nnder  all  cir^ 
comstances*  Upwards  of  two  hundred  of  his  patients  had  heeft 
Bubjedted  to  llie  test  of  the  smalUpoz  by  inoculation,  and  an 
equal  number  in  the  natural  way,  but  without  effed,** 

««  Dr.  Marshall  stated,  that  the  number  inoculated  under  }d$ 
diredion  was  upwards  of  ten  thousand ;  many  of  whom  were 
afterwards  exposed  to  variolous  contagion^  which  they  resisted,* 

**  Dr.  Nelson  stated,  that  seven  hundred  persons  had  been  io- 
ocolated  with  the  cow-pock,  at  the  Vaccine  Pock  Institution  | 
and  that  a  considerable  nnmber  of  them  had  since  been  exposed 
to  the  small-pox." 

«*  Mr.  Ring  stated,  that  lie  consideped  Ih.  Jcnner  as  the  author 
tf  Vaccine  Inoculation  $  and  the  discovery  itself  as  being,  be* 
jond  all  comparison,  the  most  valuable  and  important  evtr 
made  by  man.  He  believes  it  to  be  a  perfect  and  permanent 
security  against  the  small-pox.  He  hzd  inoculated  upwards  of 
twelve  hundred  persons  with  vaccine  matter,  and  had  reason  to 
bdieve,  that  at  least  a  thousand  of  them  Tiad  been,  either  volnn* 
tatilyor  involontanly,  exposed  to  the  infe^on  of  the  small^poac^ 
which  they  all  resisted. 

,*<  He  is  of  qpimon,  that  Vaccine  Inoculation  is  attended' vdth 
no  danger,  unless  from  ignoxance  or  negledL  He  thinks  that  if 
I>r.  Jenntr  had  not  divulged  his  discovery,  his  pradice  might 
have  been  worth  ten  thousand  pounds  per  annum/'  In  this  opt- 
aion  several  of  the  principal  evidences  coincided. 

**  The  Committee  affirms,  that  those  persons  wbiom  ihej  ex* 
axnfaied,  had  both  the  most  ample  experience  of  fadls,  and  the 
best  means  of  forming  a  judgment  upon  them.  They  affirm^ 
tbat  Dr*  Jenner  had  not  reaped  any  adtaiitage  irom  his  disco* 

iwtjy  tot rathwr  wrtumfd  »las$» 
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**  *thtY  conclude  with  observing,  that  what  Dr.  Jentier'i  gstfns 
Jkiight  have  been,  had  he  concealed  his  discovery,  as  far  as  mtfk 
in  great  pradlice  them^ves  can  form  a  conjedure,  may  hji  col* 
ledled'from  the  testimonies  contained  in  iheir  report ;  in  'which 
they  declare,  **  no  more  than  justice  is  done  to  the  liberality  and 
public  spirit  of  Dr.  Jenner,  who  had  rendered  his  discovery  raf* 
ther  an  objed  of  universal  utility  to  the  human  faoc»  than  of 
•moluibent  to  himself.'' 

Long  before  this  period,  the  new  pfacticd  had  been 
subjected  to  the  mo$t  severe  test  in  almbst  evefy  na- 
tion in  Europe ;  and  the  more  strictly  it  was  scruti- 
nized, the  more  it  was  applauded.  Not  only  Great 
Britain,  but  the  continent  of  Europe,  was  ambitious 
to  incorporate  the  illustrious  Jenner  with  her  learned 
societies,  and  to  interweave  his  laurels  with  her  own« 
America  has  followed  her  example. 

As  a  noble  instance  of  a  nation  at  war  spurning 
popular  prejudice,  and  acknowledging  merit  in  a 
tival,  we  shall  present  our  readers  with  an  extract 
from  the  address  of  the  faculty  of  the  depart- 
ment of  the  Somme  to  his  excellency  Marquis  Corn- 
wallis,  minister  plenipotentiary  of  England  at  th^ 
congress  of  Amiens. 

'*  They  state,  tliat  a  Vast  humbel-  of  experiments  in  vacciba- 
tidH  had  b^en  made  in  that  department ;  and  that  those  expe^^ 
rimetlts  hsld  statnped  the  pradtice  with  the  seal  of  infallibility. 
They  observe,  that  the  honour  of  this  discovery  is  due  to  Eng'^ 
land ;  and  that  while  governments  wield  the  thunder  of  war^ 
the  friends  of  science  rest  in  peace.  * 

«*  They  wish  tlie  additional  glory,  acquired  by  the  result  of 
their  experiments,  may  be  transmitted  to  the  author  ofthe  disco* 
very,  Dr.  Jenner.  They  maintain,  that  the  opposition  to  this 
useful  art  arises  from  avarice  and  self-interest.    They  av#r, 

that 


tliat  *'  the  etperiments  whicli  they  have  made,  confirm  deci^ 
sivetj  the  admirahle  invention,  for  whieh  they  are  indebted  to 
the  Medical  Science  of  England.'' 

This  beneficial  practice  is  patronized  by  Jefferson 
in  the  new  world,  and  by  tbc  Emperor  of  Germany^ 
the  £mpres3  Dowager  of  Russia,  and  the.  King  of 
Prussia  in  the  old.  France,  that  other  cfadle  of  arts 
and  sciences^  bs^  a]so  cherisbed  this  infant  practice 
with  maternal  affection.  All  nations  trust  their  health 
to  this  anchor  of  hope  with  confidence. 

His  Prussian  Majesty  was  the  first  crowned  head 
who  submitted  his  own  offspring  to  vaccine  inocu- 
lation. The  Emperor  of  Germany,  who  had  offered 
rewards  for  the  encouragement  of  the  practice^  fol- 
lowed his  example. 

Her  Imperial  Majesty,  the  Empress  Dowager  of 
Russia^  has  deigned  to  honour  vaccination  with  her 
constant  patronage,  from  the  period  when  it  was  first 
introduced  into  Russia  ;  and,  as  a  token  of  esteem^ 
her  Majesty  ^as  sent  Dr.  Jenner  a  very  valuable  dia- 
mond ring  by  the  hands  of  Lord  St.  Helen's,  accom- 
panied with  a  lett^,  of  which  the  following  is  a  trans- 
lation, 

«  Sia, 

**  The  practice  of  Vaccine  Inoculation  in  England  having 
been  attended  with  the  happiest  success,  which  is  well  attested, 
I  have  eagerly  imitated  that  example,  by  introdacing  it  into  the 
charitable  establishnents  ander  my  direction. 

'*  My  endeavours  having  perfectly  answered  my  expectationst 
I  fed  a  pleasure  in  reporting  their  success,  and  in  testifying  my 
acknowledgments  to  him,  who  hai  rendered  this  signal  service 
to  humanity. 

?'  ••  This 
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.  **  This  motiveinduccf  me  to  offer  Co  yon,  Siif  the  ring  sea^ 
iierewith,  as  a  testimooy  of  the^  tentimentt  of  esteem  zad  rcgarci 
with  which  I  am, 

Yoan  kffeftionateij^ 
J^AutowsKT-,  MARY;*' 

August  10th,  180e. 

We  now  leave  the  stibje^t  of' thig  memoir  hap[/]r 
in  the  reflection^  that  he  has  conferfed  a  singular  be^ 
nefit  on  the  huinaii  race.  Were  ive  to  accdtiipany  bint 
into  the  recesses  of  private  life,  we  should  find  him 
polite,  liberal,  generdus,  and  buiHane:  bat  it  has  beett 
biir  principal  aim  to  delineate  his  public  chandler* 
It  is  that  which  will  ti'ansmit  his  naole  to  the  latest 
ppsterity  ;  it  is  that  which  entitles  him  to  all  thb  re- 
ivard^,  and  all  the  hotiours^  a  gratefdl '  cdtintfy  cart 
bestow. 


THE    60LDSMidS. 

tONSlDERING  that  Great  Britain  is  the  cimiid- 
rium  of'  the  wealth  of  the  whole  world,-  that  thifj 
wealth  united  in  a  focus,  in  the  city  of  Londoiv,  gives 
action  to  the  induftry  and  intelligence  of  all  civilized 
nations,  and  that,  so  united,  it  presents  a  phenomenon 
unparalleled  in  history,  it  becomes  a  point  of  obvi- 
ous, curiosity  to  know  what  are  the  means  by  which 
this  concourse  of  wealth  is  brought  together,  >  aod 
who  are  the  agents  by  whom  it  is  directed? 

Tb  form  A  just  conception,  however,  of  the  cha- 
pter of  individuals,  it  is  necessary  to  possess  il 
clear  view  of  the  theatre  of  action  on  which  those 

individual 
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mdivi'duals  appear,  ft  is  particularly  so  in  relation 
to  the  subjects  of  this  memoir,  as  the  arena  on  which 
they  perform  such  conspicuous  parts  has  been  so 
foolishly  shrouded  in  mystery  by  some,  and  so  un- 
justly misr^resented  by  others,  that  it  is  by  no 
means  surprising  to  meet  with  persons  actually 
doubting,  whether  the  millions  of  wealth  which  pass 
through  the  hands  of  the  Goldsmids  be  conjured  up 
by  some  art  as  bkck  as  mkgic,  or  extorted  by  some 
means  as  despicable  as  the  ^^  gamesfer^s  toolsJ^ 

To  remove  the  film  of  prgudice  £r6m  .the  eyes 
X}{  those  who  have  not  determined  that  ^  ih^  wiU 
-mtfee^^  was  the  principal  inducement  ^ich  caused 
the  appearance  of  this  ardde  in  the  present  voliimew 
in  the  persons  of  the  Ooldsmids  a  fair  opportunity 
presented  xtseff  of  rescmhg  a  moist  useful  and  respeo>' 
table  body  of  men,  who  form  what  is  termed  the 
monied  interest^  fixAn  that  unmerited  ridicule  and 
xsibloquy  which  it  has  httn  the  fashion  of  the  present 
day  to  heap  upon  them^ 

Benjamin  and  Abraham  Goldsmid  ai'e  honourably 
and  extendvdy  known  on  the  continent  as  men- 
!chant9,  particularly  iii  the  line  of  exchanges^*  As 
British  Pubiiic  Gharacters  they  are,  however^ 
|)rin<^[>ally  known  by  their  very  extensive  dealings 
at  the  Stock  Exchange.  This  market,  therefore,  is 
the  theatre  of  which  we  shall  endeavour  to  give 


*  Fareign  bdlv  of  exchange,,  by  means  of  ^hich  a  merchant 
rending  in  PeCenbar^y  or  aliy  other  cttj>  ta  enabled  to  make  his 
^yihtBts  in  Lo&doo,  or  any  part  of  the  globe.  In  this  lucrstiTC 
bi— ch  of  merchaadize.the  Goldsmids  are  unrividled. 

i  8oS'3%  £  the 
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the  reader  a.brief,  but  correct  and  impartial  de* 
scription. 

Trivial  as  the  e£fects  of  nicknatnei  may  2^)pear  to 
a  superficial  observer,  experience  has  proved^  that 
an  epithet  does  more  towards  the  projnigation  or 
perpetuity  c^  prejudice  than  even  sophistry ;  and  cer-* 
taioly  naprofession,  not  even  that  of  law^  has  been 
more  successfully  attacked  by  these  weapons  than 
that  of  a  stock*broker.  The  whole  of  this  dass  of 
society  are  by  common  consent  as  it  were  unbtd^ 
tnanized.  The  buyers  of  stock  are  denominated 
be^s^  intimating  that  they  exert  all  thdr  strength 
to  tran^le  ^n ,  or  depress  the  funds>  in  order  to  pur* 
xJiase  at  a  low  price :  sellers,  on  the  contrary,  are 
designated  bulU^  to  express  thdr  efforts  to  toss  o)r 
elevate  them  to  a  high  price ;  and  the  unfortunate 
dealer  in  this  market,  who  happens  to  become 
bankrupt,  instead  of  recdving  the  commiseratictti  of 
the  v^orld,  is  hooted  at  a^  a  Ume  ducky  and  his  retreat 
is  styled  waddling  out  of  the  ^leyJ^ 

In  simple  language,  the  Stock  Exdiange,  which, 
some  believe  to  be  a  temple  of  Mammon,  containing 
mysteries  and  arcana  veiled  from  all  eyes  but  those 
jof  the  illuminati  or  initiated,  and  which  others 
ima^ne  to  be  a  rendezvous  of  black  legs  little  su* 
perior,  in  point  of  morality,  to  a  gaming-house,  is 
nothing  more  nor  less  than  a  markeuplace\  the 

*  Foimcriyy  tke  pltoe  of  lendetvous  for  persons  transacting 
business  in  the  funds  wm  Jonathan's  coffee-house  in  'Change^ 
alley,  ComhilJ.  From  this  drcumstance  the  word  **  alley"  is  to 
this  day  fiuuUarly  astd  as  a  cant  phrase  for  the  Stock  Erchange* 

articles 


QUtides  there  bought  and  sold  consist  'o£  natural 
pledges  or  pawns,  bearing  interest  by  way  of  ah* 
nuity;  and  stock-brokers/  or  stock-jobbers,  are  tlie 
market-people  who  traffic  in  these  articles,  either  on 
their  own  account  or  by  commission  for  other 
persons. 

To  explain  stiQ  further,  however,  the  nature  of 
the  transactions  of  the  Stock  Exchange,  we  shall 
direct  the  attention  of  our  readers  to  the  origin  of 
the  national  debt,t  or  the  funds,  or  the  stocks, 
isdl  oi  which  are  used  as  synonymous  terms. 

*  A  stock-broker,'  properly  defined,  is  one  who  buys  or  sells 
stock  on  commission  for  anotber.  The  brokerage  is  half  a  crowai 
x>n  every  hundred  pound  of  stock  bought  or  9old«  'A  8todB# 
jobber  is  one  who,  having  property  of  his  own  in  the  funds^  ^Is 
it  out,  and  buys  it  in  again  at  a  profit  or  loss^as  the  price  of  the 
market  rises  or  falls.  As  every  broker,  however,  must  occasion- 
ally see  opportunities  of  gain  from  this  species  of  transfer,  it  may 
W  fairly  infetried  that  most  broken  are  also  jobbers*  Thert  is  t 
tUrd  olafB  of  persons,  who  may  justly  be  denominated  '**  ganhf 
biers  La  the  funds;*'  persons  who,  possessing  no  property  in  the 
stocks,  enter  into  speculative  bargains  to  sell  or  buy  at  future  pe* 
yiods  certain  portions  of  stock,  at  a  stated  present  price.  For 
example,  A.  will  agree  to  buy  of  B.  ten  thousand  5  per  cent^ 
winuities,  at  100/.  to  be  tiynsferred  to  A.  on  the  7tb  o£  Novunc^ 
ber.  On  the  arrival  of  that  day  Ac  mar|cct  prict  of  5  per  cent; 
oimuities  b  105/.  per  cent,  and  consequently  A.  gains,  and  B. 
{oses  by  this  tr^saction  $  per  cent,  on  ^  thousand  pounds. 
Possibly,  neither  A.  nor  B.  possesses  ten  pounds  of  stock,  and 
tberefore  the  transaction  between  them  is  coufiacd  to  the  diffifr 
renca  of  the  prices*  This,  species  of  stock-jobbing,  it  is  plain,  iff 
nothing  more  than  wagering,  or  direct  gambling ;  and  being  exr 
prcssly  prohibited  by  law,  no  aption  for  recovery  of  the  loss  can 
be  maintained  in  any  court  of  justice. 

t  It  may  be  useful  to  suggest  the  distinction  that  should  at  all 

£  a  times 
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Previously  lo-  thd  Revolution,  there  existed  no 
funded  national  debt  in  England.  *  Our  princes  be- 
fore .thajt  petiod  had'goneraUy  supplied  the  wants  of 
their  treasuries  by  extorted  loans,  the  payment  of 
ivhich  was  extremely  precarious,  as  it  depended  on 
the  good  faith  and  success  of  the  borrower,  and  did 
tot,  as  at  t>rq9eDt^  bcicoiKie^  a  Tejgular  burden  i  on. 
^cdterity.  Siivie*fhat.ni6mQtable  epoch,  howevet, 
which  restored :  to.  the  people; -asr  large  a  pofrtion  of 
^dr  natural  rightli  and  liberties:  as  is  perhaps  com« 
patible  w^ith  a  social  state,  no'  British  monarch  has 
presumed  to  lay  violent  hands  upon  the  property  of 
Ikis  subjects,  or  to  exact  even  the  use  of  their  wealth  ' 
upon  arbitrary  terms« 

•    Whert  the  annual  expences  of  the  nation  have 
exceeded  the  annual  revenue,  and  it  has  been  found 

******  *  ^^  m 

expedient  to  raise  a*larger  sum  of  money  than  could 
be-  conveniently  obtained  from  the  imposition  of 
any  direct  tax  on  the  people  at  large,  the  method 
resorted  to,  has  been,  that  of  borrowing  from  the 
wealthy  the  amount  required,  and  only  imposing  on 
t^ifi  ^tioh  taxes  equal  to  the  discharge  of  the  inte- 
rest- of  the  debt,  which  the  Government  in  its  name 
has  incurred.    Whether  this  modern  system  of  im- 

--------  -  --i 

times  be  made  in  the  use  of  the  general  term  **  Stocks.**  The 
Bank  of  England,  the  East-India  Company,  the  too  memorable 
South*SJa.  Con|pany»  and  other  incorporated  bodies,  may  posses^ 
i  joint  capita!,  which  is  denominated  stock  :  thus  we  have  Bank 
*8t0ck|  India  stock,  &c.  none  of  Hvhich  ouglit  properly  to  be  in- 
cluded ?a  the  terms  public  funds,  ^hich  are  pro\itr\y  only  such  at 
ttave  been  raised  on  the  national  credit. 

posing 
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posing  on  posterity  a  perpetual  .binrdeh^  inst^d  of 
taxing  the  existing  generation  to  the  '6itt  amount  of 
its  wants»  be  good  or  bad,  a  just  or  uajiist  policy,  it 
is  not  our  present  task  to  inquire^ :  it  insufficient 
for  the  illustration  of  our.  sul]jed:  to  state,  .tliat  such 
was  the  policy  adopted,  that  sudi'was^the  origin  of 
our  public  &nds,  and  that  liithefto  it  appears  to 
have  been  attended  ;iirith  effects  highly  beneficial  to 
the  political  consequence  ..and  pro^erity  of  tlm 
country,  -  ■  > 

By  this  method  o£  lending  the  surplus  of  hisca^ 
pital  to  the  state,  the  tradesman  and  mi^rchant  who 
had  accumulated  a  sum  of  money,  found  a  new 
source  of  profit  guaranteed  to  him  by  the  public 
laith  of  his  fellowocitisens ;  and,  by  borrowing  in 
this  manner,  the  Government  have  been  able  to 
raise,  at  various  periods  since  the  Revolution,  no  less 
a  sum  than  fix  hundred  millions  sterling,*  which 
constitutes  the  present  funded  property  of  the 
nation. 

It  may  be  here  very  naturally  inquired;  Is  there 
then  six  hundred  millions  of  spare  wealth  in  Bri^- 
tann  over  and  above  the  necessary  capitals  required 
for  the  operations  of  commerce  and>  the  remunera- 
tion of  labour,  that  her  inhabitimts  can  afford  to  Rt 
such  creditors  to  the  state  ?  Or,  has  not  the  ifraw- 
ing  off  such  immense  sums  frotn  the  channel  of 
trade  shackled  the  efforts  of  industry,  and  checked 

the  progress  of  the  national  we:^  ? 

—  ■  ■  — ' -  .-.-■■-.,.- 

♦The  present  funded  debt  is  693,679»  1331,  os.  4jd,  and  the 
unfuDded  upwards  of  15  millions.  The  annual  interest  is 
9l,09€i<>8$l.  1<.  lOd.  exclusively  of  the  terminable  anrroities. 

E3  That 
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That  tfce  Obv^rntnent  hasE  actuallf  possessed  this 
sum,  immense  as  it  appearsl,  is  an  incontrovertible 
fact ;  and  that  this  wealth  must  have  existed  pjre* 
viously  to  their  possession  of  it^  is  no  less  evident : 
but  the  fact  which  is  the  best  exposition  of  the 
above  inquiry,  though  equally  true,  is  not  so  ob* 
vious ;  namely.  That  wealth  advanced  for  the  ser^^ 
vices  of  a  ftee  state  is  not  absorbed,  bat  simply  un« 
dergoes  a  change  of  form. 

Thus  a  loan  of  any  number  of  millions  paid  into 
the  cofiers  of  the  state,  though  it  becomes  lunk  or 
annihilated  property  to  the  individuak  who  advanc- 
«d  it,  iUll  is  not  consumed^  nor  even  confined,  in 
the  crucible  of  the  Treasury.    It  is  merdy  decdm* 
posed;  its  solid  fbrtn  is  lost  indeed,  but  its  partidea 
inftandy  fly  off,  and  float  in  ten  thousand  different 
diiiections,  till  individual  industry  and  talent  again 
accumulate  them  into  new  totals.     These  totals^ 
thus  re-assuming  the  form  of  surplusages,  in  relation 
to  the  national  wealth,  are  again,  perhaps,  brou^t 
into  the  national  treasury  in  the  shape  of  new  loans^ 
or,  perhaps,  sup|dy  the  place  of  other  capitals  re- 
moved from  the  great  mass  of  the  national  funds  ta 
be  emfdpyed  in  other  channels*    For  it  should  be 
^»t;ated,  zs  a  material  feature  of  these  contracts  be* 
twetin  Government  and  the  lender  of  his  property 
that,  though  the  htter  cannot  hope  that  the  former 
"win  redeem  the  loan,  hoxxnever  distressing  subsequent 
want  of  money  may  prove  to  the  lender ;  yet,  as  his 
interest  or  annuity  is  transferrable,  and  is  always  a 
saleable  property,  he  may  at  any  time  dispose  of  it, 
or  any  part  of  it,  subject  to  such  fluctuation  of  price 

as 
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as  diSerent  circumstances  give  rise  to.  Or,  in 
other  words^  on  account  of  the  peculiar  nature  of 
gOTemmental  security,  both  the  borrower  and  the 
knder  have  at  the  same  instant  the  use  of  the  same 
ram  of  money. 

]fk  this  way  did  the  establishment  of  national 
funds  open  a  new  market  to  capitalists,  create  a  new 
field  for  speculation,  and  engender  a  new  profession 
in  the  character  of  broker  or  agent  between  the 
buyers,  and  sellers  of  this  species  of  property.  As 
the  amount  of  those  funds  increased,  the  number  of 
proprietors  of  course  multiplied,  and  the  necessity 
of  transfers  became  more  frequent.  These  circum^ 
stances  naturally  drew  together  the  parties  interested, 
and  a  place  of  rendezvous  for  stockholders  and  their 
agents  was,  without  any  design,  established  at  Jona^ 
than's,  now  Garraway's  coffee-house,  in  *Change- 
^ey,  Cornhill;  which  by  degrees  grew  into  an 
acknowledged  market  for  settling  the  price  of  stocks^ 
In  progress  of  time,  however,  this  species  of  traffic 
grew  into  such  magnitude,  that  the  brokers  erected 
by  subscription  a  bjailding  for  the  exclusive  purpose 
of  thdr  business,  and  denominated  it  thq  ^^  Stock 
Exchange/'* 

t  Formerly  the  Stock  Exchange  was  open  to  all  persons  whp 
chosq  to  transact  business  there,  on  payment  of  six-pence  per  day, 
laconYenience  aiisiog»  however,  from  this  plan,  the  principal 
6tock-bro]^er|  have  recently  erected  a  new  and  elegant  building  io 
C9pel-«oor|»  Bartho^mew'lane,  to  which  no  person  is  admitted 
bat  such  as  have  beeq  admitted  members  by  ballot,  and  who  pay  aa 
annual  subscription  of  ten  guineas  for  the  general  purposes  of  thp 
house.     The  old  Stock  Exchange  has  been  sold  by  auction^  and 

£  4  will 
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.  After  taking  this  brief  survey  of  the  origiii  of 
the  Stock  Exchange  and  the  profession  of  a  ftock-, 
broker^  no  unprejudiced  reader  can  be  blind  to  the 
utility  of  such  an  establishment,  or  such  a  profession, 
which  facilitates  the  circulation  of  such  an  immense 
capital  as  the  national  debt,  and  renders  the  transfer 
of  a  million  of  property  as  simple  and  ^s  easiy  ^  trans- 
action as  that  of  obtaining  change  for  a  guinea^ 
We  do  not  say  that  the  establishment  of  31  money 
market  is  without  its  abuses — ^what  earthly  ^oo4 
may  not  he  abused  ?  In  the  cqrp-market,  the  catde? 
market,  and  coal-market,  abuses  unquestionably 
exist ;  mean-spirited  and  tricking  adventurers  creep 
into  all  professions,  and  by  the  practice  of  low  and 
disgraceful  act$  bring  discredit  on  tl^e  yrhole  body. 
Put  in  each  of  these  walks  pf  ^fe,  the  candid  enquirer 
will  be  at  no  loss  to  discover,  that  the  true  roads  to 
wealth  are  industry,  integrity,  talents,  and  punctUr 
ality,  and  that  in  all  the  various  marts  witl^  which 
the  commercial  empire  of  Britain  abounds,  a  fair 
field  of  emulation  is  opened  to  the  exerci^  of  t^hese 
honourable  qualities.  In  the  money-market  this^  is 
peculiarly  the  case,  as  the  history  of  the  Gqldsmid^ 
most  forcibly  illustrates. 

These  gentlemen,*  who  are  the  second  and  thir4l 
«ons  of  a  respectable  Dutch  merchant,  came  over 

win  be  converted  to  some  other  use.  An  open  market  for  the 
public  funds  is  also  hcM  in  the  rotunda  of  the  Bank  of  England  ; 
which  is,  however,  entirely  influenced  by  the  movements  of  the 
Stock  Exchange. 

*  George  Goldsmidy  the  elder  brother^  is  9  partner  in  the 
hoiise  of  EliafoHj  Goldsmi^  and  Co. 

from 
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from  Holland  with  their  father,  while  children,  and 
were  by  him  at  a  very  early  age  initiated  into  the 
first  principles  pf  merchandize.  From  their  infancy 
the  brothers  were  most  affectionately  atta(:hed  to 
pach  p1;he|r,  and  ^t  a  suitable  age  they  embarked 
together  in  business. 

The  instruction  which  they  received  as  the  fruits 
pf  theif  fcither's  experience,*  and  the  valuable 
foreign  connections  which  he  had  formed,  were  of 
themselves  no  n^ean  stock  for  the  commencement 
.of  the  young  men's  career  in  life,  who,  to  these 
paternal  bequests,  and  somp  pecimiary  property, 
added  then^lves  all  the  personal  requisites  of  inde- 
fatigable ipdustry,  natujral  acuteness,  and  habitual 
punctuality.  Thus  qualified,  they  began  the  world 
with  every  prospect  of  obtaining  considerable  emi- 
nence in  their  profession.  It  is,  however,  extremely 
probable,  that  the  Goldsmids  might  never  have  ar- 
rived  at  that  extraordinary  degree  of  influence  in 
the  comniercial  world  which  they  now  possess,  had 
not  Fortupe,  with  a  discernment  the  reverse  of  her 
general  attribijte,  bestowed  upop  the  elder  of  them 

*  It  should  be  recollected,  that  Mr.  G^Idsmid  fentor  was  a 
putch  Jew,  that  the  whole  of  our  system  of  funding  is  borrowed 
from  the  Dutch*  and  that  the  largest  flpating  capitals  have  always 
^een  in  the  hanjj^  of  the  Jew8|  vyhose  loqg  perseci^ted  state  pre- 
yented  their  embarking  in  any  settled  concern,  till  the  general 
Kberty  and  complete  toleration  afforded  by  the  government  of 
England  at  the  Revolution,  held  out  to  them  a  profitable  and  safe 
Harfcet  for  their  money  in  the  newly  created  national  funds. 
'JThese  consideratioos  ^yIll  8ug<;est  the  yalue  of  tl)e  connection  and 
^he  expcrleoce  of  a  Dutch  Jew. 

a  boon 
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a  boon  of  no  less  a  sum  than  one  hundred  thousand 
pounds,  as  an  appendage  to  a  most  amiable  and 
excellent  wife,  who  was  the  daughter  of  Mr.  Solo* 
mons,  of  Clapton.  With  the  powerful  addition  of 
this  large  capital  to  their  former  means,  it  may  be 
cafily  conceived,  by  every  one  acquainted  with  the 
nature  of  the  accumulation  of  profit,  especially  in 
the  money-market,  that  such  active  and  intelligent 
capitalists  required  neither  the  aid  of  supernatural 
agency,  nor  the  expedients  of  any  of  the  supposed 
tricks  of  chance,  to  increase  their  wealth  an  hundred 
fold.  As  a  simple  and  natural  effect,  industry  pro- 
duceth  wealth-^and  wealth  judiciously  employed  as 
naturally  multiplies  itself,  as  one  grain  of  seed  sown ' 
5n  the  earth  becomes  the  parent  of  millions. 

To  exemplify  this  fact  to  the  meanest  capacity, 
we  will  take  the  capital  of  the  Goldsmids  at  five 
hundred  thousand  pounds.  This  capital  is  to  them 
of  the  nature  of  stock  in  trade,  it  is  the  article  itself 
in  which  they  deal — and  in  selling  it  dear  and  buy- 
ing it  again  cheap  consists  their  gains,  on  precisely 
the  same  grounds  as  the  dealer  in  lead  or  coals  buys 
those  articles  of  the  mine-holder  and  sells  them  again 
at  an  advanced  price,  which  constitutes  his  profit. 
But  it  may  be  said,  "  It  is  easy  to  conceive,  that 
consumable  articles,  like  lead,  tin,  or  corn,  must 
vary  in  their  value  in  proportion  to  their  scarcity  or 
abundance;  but  how  can  this  apply  to  money? 
does  not  a  pound  always  produce  twenty  shillings  i'* 
We  answer,  that  money,  properly  so  called,  that  is 
the  coin  of  the  kingdom,  or  its  representative  cur- 
rency^ 
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renqr,  bank-notes,  have  undoubtedly  one  standard 
value.    But  the  term  money  is  not  at  the  present 
day  confined  to  the  coin,  or  currency,  which  por« 
tion  of  the  wealth  of  the  nation  has  of  late  been 
defined  the  circulating  medium^  as  expressive  of  the 
nature  of  its  operation*    For  example,  X.  may  pas* 
sess  the  value  of  a  thousand  pounds  in  cloth,  which 
Y.  who  possesses  the  value  of  a  thousand  pounds  in 
com,  is  desirous  to  possess ;  X.,  however,  does  not 
want  Y's  corn,  but  is  desirous  of  obtaining  a  thou- 
sand pounds  worth  of  the  national  funds,  which  Z. 
b  also  willing  to  part  with,  in  order  to  become  mas« 
ter  of  a  house  of  that  value.    Add  to  these  circum- 
stances, that  the  doth  is  in  Yorkshire,  the  com  in 
Cambridgeshire,  the  stock-exchange  in  London,  and 
the  house  to  be  disposed  of  is  at  the  Isle  of  Wight.  To 
remove  such  obstacles  to  the  exchange  of  property, 
or  commerce,  it  was  found  expedient,  in  the  earliest 
ages  of  chrilizatioh,  that  there  should  be  established 
in  all  states  a  universal  medium,  to  express  at  all  times 
a  stated  and  invariable  value.    By  this  medium,  and 
the  establishment  of  markets,  we  perceive  all  the 
opposing  circumsunces  to  the  wishes  of  X.  Y.  Z. 
femoved  with  the  utmost  facility.  Y,  knowing  that 
X.  possesses  the  corn,  takes  his  doth  to  market  and 
recdves  for  it  a  thousand  pound  bank-note,  which 
he  remits  to  Y.  for  his  com,  who  sends  the  note  to 
Z.  for  his  stock,  who  :^ain  parts  with  it  to  the 
builder,  and  thus,  perhaps,  this  same  one  thousand 
pounds  travels  from  a  buyer  to  a  seller  in  an  ex- 
tensive circle-— such  w^as  the  original  use  of  money. 
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It  must  be  plain  then,  that  this  one  thousandpounds 
hsis  served  to  circulate  or  exchange  property  to  the 
amount  of  four  thousand ;  and  from  this  instance, 
by  following  the  progress  of  its  circulation,  an  idea 
may  be  formed  how  immensely  disproportionate 
may  be  the  circulating  medium,  or  currency  of  a 
kingdom  to  its  actual  wealth.  It  must  be  obvious 
also,  that  money,  or  the  circulating  medium,  must 
be  scarce  or  abundant  in  proportion  to  the  activity 
of  the  various  markets,  or  the  amount  and  rapidity 
of  articles  bought  and  sold.  Great  demands,  for 
instance,  are  made  for  the  drculating  medium, 
when  large  fleets  of  merchantmen  arrive  from 
abroad,  which  render  large  payments  necessary. 
Greater  quantities  stUl  of  this  medium  are  called  fot 
when  a  loan  is  made  to  Government ;  these  demands 
must  for  a  time  lessen  the  quantity  of  currency  in 
circulation,  and  though  the  money  be  not  consumed, 
as  before  explained,  still  its  use  is  lost  for  a  time, 
and  until  it  returns  into  circulation  again,  there  is 
what  is  justly  termed  a  scarcity  of  money.  The 
inference  is  then,  that  though  money  be  not  a  con- 
sumable  article,  like  lead  or  corn,  it  is  nevertheless 
a  fluctuating  commodity^  and  liable,  like  other  com- 
modities, to  be  of  more  or  less  value  according  to 
its  abundance  and  scarcity  in  the  circulation,  or 
market. 

In  this  market  the  Goldsmids  have  for  more  than 
thirty  years  be^  wholesale  traders.  In  the  purchase 
and  sale  of  bullion,  stocks.  Navy  bills,  and  Exche- 
quer bills,  and  in  the  negotiation  of  foreign  bills  of 
exchange,  they  annually  turn  millions  of  money. 
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'  Their  acute  knowkdge  and  profound  experience 
in  mpney  transactions,  added  to  their  unimpeachable 
credit,  and  princely  capital,  the  amount  of  which 
we  will  not  venture  to  name,  have  secured  to  these 
gentlemen  an  eminence  in  the  monied  world  never 
before  possessed  by  any  private  individuals.  Nor 
are  their  influence  and  credit  useful  merely  to  them- 
selves. The  effects  of' them  have  been  beneficially 
experienced  by  the  Government  itself,  whose  opera* 
tions,  in  very  critical  times,  have  been  accelerated 
by  the  zeal  and  public  spirit  of  these  gentlemen,  in 
a  manner  whkh  entitles  them  to  the  gratitude  of 
the  British  nation. 

We  have  already  stated  that  these  gentlemen  arc 
Jews;  and  if,  in  the  present  enlightened  age,  ex* 
amples  were .  needful  to  prove  that  a  **  Jew  hath 
cyes^  hands,  organs,  dimensions,  senses,  affections, 
passions,''  as  a  Christian  hath,  the  families  of  both 
Benjamin  and  Abraham  Goldsmid  might  be  quoted 
as  moral  ornaments  to  sodety.  With  a  spirit,  of 
princely  magnificence,  they  are  free  from  pride; 
with  the  purest  and  most  liberal  benevolence,  they 
are  free  from  all  ostentation  of  charity.  Their 
acts  of  bounty  are  literally  innumerable,  and  arc 
by  no  means  confined  within  the  boundaries  of 
their  own  peculiar  people,  the  Jews.  The  Marine 
Society,  the  Royal  Humane  Society,  have  publicly 
expressed  their  gratitude  to  the  Goldsmids:  and 
there  are  few  charitable  institutions  or  benevolent 
subscriptions  known  in  this  metropolis,  where  the 
name  of  Goldsmids,  the  Jews,  does  not  rank  as  high 
in  generosity  as  the  most  dignified  Christians. 
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These  gentlemen  are  also  honourably  distinguished 
as  the  lovers  and  patrons  of  literature.  Among  the 
Jews,  they  are  honoured  and  belored ;  and  their  zca* 
lous  interest  in  the  welfare  of  the  poor  of  their  own 
nation  has  lately  been  the  subject  of  several  pamphlets. 

In  their  manner,  there  is  nothing  to  be  fbimd  o£ 
that  studied  and  ridiculous  reserve  remarkable  in 
many  little-minded  men,  in  great  and  important 
situations  of  life :  on  the  contrary,  the  nmst  strik* 
ing  features  of  their  character  are  candour,  frank- 
ness, and  a&bility.  Thdr  establishments  are  suitable 
to  their  great  wealth,  and  thek  fiunilies  are  admitted 
into  the  very  first  cirdcs.  On  a  late  visit  which  the 
Royal  family  paid  to  Mr.  B.  Goldsmid,  at  his  ele- 
gant villa  at  Roehampton,  his  Majesty,  in  intro- 
ducing these  brothers  to  the  Queen,  expressed  him- 
fdi  in  tenns  so  gracious  as  to  denootunete  them  hii 
friends.  We  believe  them  entitled  to  the  epithet ; 
and  as,  in  a  free  country  fike  ours,  the  friend  of  the 
monarch  b  the  friend  of  the  people,  we  consider  the 
title  as  reflecting  honour  on  the  sovereign  who  be« 
stowed  it,  and  on  the  subjects  who  deserved  it.     . 

Dr.  WILLIAM  VINCENT^ 

I>£AN  OF  WESTMINSTER. 

THERE  are  few  situations  of  greater  importance 
to  society  than  that  of  the  head  of  a  public  school; 
and  be  who  discharges  that  trust  well,  is  entitled  to 
the  gratitude  of  his  oountrymen.  Of  all  the  great 
lemioaries  of  education  in  this  kingdom^  Wcstmin** 
^  ster 
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Ster  Certainly  bears  the  precedence ;  and  it  has  been 
faer  lot  to  have  had  a  brilliant  series  of  learned  mea 
to  keep  up  her  interest  and  reputation.  The  subject 
of  this  brief  sketch  will  be  found  not  inferior  to.any 
of  these  either  in  learning,  suavity  of  manners,  or 
vigilance  in  bis  arduous  office.  The  ancestors  of  Dr. 
Vincent  long  enjoyed  a  good  estate  at  Sheepy,  near 
Atherston,  in  Leicestershire.  His  grandfether,  who 
was  a  considerable  farmer  at  that  place,  having  a  large 
family,  placed  his  youngest  ^on,  Giles  Vincent^  ap- 
prentice to  a  tradesman  in  London.  This  person 
afterwards  set  up  in  business,  for  himself,^  and  was 
common  council-man  and  deputy  of  the  ward  of 
Lime-street  for  about  the  space  of  thirty  years. 

He  had  a  family  of  five  children,  of  whom  Dr.  Vin- 
cent, the  youngest,  was  born  on  November  the  ad^ 
17 3Q*  Being  designed  for  the  church,  of  which  bis 
father  was  a  veiy  orthodox  and  Jealous  member,  he 
was  sent  to  Westminster  school,  and,  in  17^3,  was 
admitted  on  the  fout^dation.  In  ]  7^7j  he  was  elected 
to  Trinity  Q>liege,  Cambridge^  where,  in  1761,  he 
took  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts,  and  the  year 
following  was  chosen  usher  of  Westminster  school. 
In  1764,  he  took  the  degree  of  Master  of  Arts,  and^ 
in  1776,  that  of  Doctor  of  Divinity.  In  177S,  he 
was  presented  to  the  Rectory  of  Allhallows  the  Great 
and  Less ;  and,  about  the  same  time,  was  appointed 
Chaplain  to  his  Majesty.  When  Dr.  Markham  be- 
came archbishop  of  York,  he  appointed  his  friend  Dr. 
Vincent  to  be  sub-almoner,  an  office  which  he  con« 
tinoea  to  hold.    In  1 788,  he  became  head  master  of 

Westminster 
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Westminster  school,  but  his  church  prefcrmdnfs  tvctg 
very  narrow  till,  aboiit  the  beginning  of  last  yfcar,  hd 
obtained  what  he  had  long  desired  and  deserved,  d 
prebendal  stall  in  the  cathedral  of  Westminster.  Mn 
Addington^  much  to  bis  honour,  has,  during  his  ad- 
ministration,  paid  a  particular  attention  to  merit  in 
the  disposal  of  ecclesiastical  dignities.  Thus  he  has 
raised  the  learned  warden  of  Winchester,  Di^.  Hun<- 
tlngford,  to  the  episcopal  bench;  and,  when  the 
deanry  of  Westminster  became  vacant  'by  the  tran- 
slation of  that  profound  scholar  and  divine,  Dr. 
Horsley,  to  the  see  of  St,  Asaph,  he  bestowed  it 
upon  Dr.  Vincent,  who  is  thereby  in  a  direct  channel 
to  a  bishopric,  a  station  which  be  will  doubtless  fill 
with  as  much  honour  as  he  hath  uniformly  done  evtry 
other  in  the  church. 

We  now  turn  to  view  him  as  a  writer,  in  which 
light  be  will  appear  not  less  respectable  than  in  his 
religious  character. 

In  1780,  he  published,  but.  without  his  name^ 
'*  A  Letter  to  the  reverend  Dr.  Richard  Watson, 
(now  bishop  of  LlandafF),  king's  professor  of  divinity 
in  the  university  of  Cambridge,  8vo."  This  pamphlet 
contained  a  refutation  of  some  political  positions  ad-' 
vanced  by  the  professor  in  a  sermon  preached  before 
the  university.  In  1787,  the  Doctor  printed  "  Con- 
siderations on  Parochial  Music,  8vo.'*  a  tract  of  con- 
siderable ingenuity.  In  1789,  he  preached  and  pub^ 
lisbed  •*  A  Sermon  before  the  Sons  of  the  Clergy, 

■  

4to."  and,  in   1702,  "A  Sermon  preached  at  St. 

Margaret's,  Westminster,  for  the  Grey-coat  school  of 

8  that 
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that  parish/'  In  this  discourse  the  Doctor  entered 
into  a  description  of  the  notions  then  so  generally 
circulated  respecting  the  natural  liberty^  smd  equality 
of  men  in  society,  which  he  combated  with  so  much 
energy  and  argument,  that  the  association  at  the 
Crown  and  Anchor,  set  on  foot  by  the  noted  John 
Reeves,  applied  to  the  Doctor  for  leave  to  print  and 
circulate  a  cheap  edition  of  it.  This  was  granted,  and 
above  twenty  thousand  copies  of  the  sermon  wer^  dis- 
persed in  and  about  London, .  besides  great  numbers 
in  various  parts  of  the  kingdom.  It  was  also  re- 
printed at  Bath,  Canterbury,  Gloucester,  and  other 
places  ;  a  sufficient  and  very  honourable  testimony  of 
its  accommodation  to  the  feelings  of  the  times. 

His  next  performance  was  entitled,  ^'The  Origina- 
tion of  the  Greek  Verb  and  Hypothesis,  8vo.'* 
which,  however,  in  the  second  edition,  was  altered  to 
this,  "The  Greek  Verb  Analyzed/*  That  there  is 
much  learning  and  considerable  acuteness  displayed 
in  the  discussion  of  the  subject,  most  be  allowed  by  all 
who  are  competent  to  judge  of  it ;  but  it  must  a\sd 
be  acknowledged,  that  there  is  a  good  deal  of  fancy 
in  the  Doctor's  essay,  and  that  he  assumes  more  than 
will  easily  be  granted  by  the  sober  philologist.  This 
pamphlet  was  answered  with  much  asperity,  but,  at 
the  same  time,  with  some  humour  and  success,  in  a 
piece  entitled  **  Hermes  Unmasked.** 

Our  author's  next  publication  was  a  dissertation 
''  Dc  Legione  Manliana  Qua^stio,  ex  Livio  desumpta, 
et  rei  Militares  Romans  Studiosis  proposita."  In 
1 799  appeared  hiJ  greatest  work,  "  The  Voyage  of 

1802-3  F  Nearchus 
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Nearchus  to  1fhe  Euphrates,  collected  from  the  ori- 
ginal  journal,  preserved  by  Arrian,  and  illustrated  by 
authorities  ancierrt  and  modern,  containing  an  ac- 
count of  (he  first  navigation  Mtempted  by  Europeans 
m  the  Indian  Ocean,  &c/*  4ta. 

In  this  truly  erudite  performance,  which  has  been 
translated  !nto  FVench,  the  Doctor  has  displayed  an 
uncommon  knowledge  o{  ancient  and  modem  geo- 
graphy, as  he  also  has  ib  his  next  work,  entitled, 
•^  The  Periplus  of  the  Erytbean  Sea,  part  I.  contain- 
ing  an  account  of  the  navigation  of  the  ancients, 
from  the  Red  Sea  to  the  coast  of  Zanquebar,  with 
dissertations,"  4to.  rsoa 

In  the  present  year  he  has  published  "  A  Defence 
of  Public  Education,  in  a  Letter  to  the  Lord  Kshop* 
of  Meath,  8vo.*'  The  occasion  of  this  traA»  which 
has  excited  no  small  notice  and  animadversion,  wa» 
this :  Dr.  Kennel,  Master  of  the  Temple,  in  a  sermon 
preached  before  the  Society  for  promoting  Christian 
Knowledge,  at  the  annual  meeting  of  the  charity 
schools  in  St.  PauKs,  1799>  remarked,  in  rather  sharp 
terms,  on  the  prevailing  neglect  of  religion  in  our 
public  seminaries  of  education.  At  this  Dr.  Vincent 
took  fire;  and,  indieed,  not  without  some  reason^ 
standing,  as  he  then  did,  at  the  very  head  of  the  nu- 
merous and  respectable  body  who  were  thus  assailed 
by  a  preacher  of  Dr.  Renners  high  chara6ter. 

A  private  correspondence  between  these  two 
learned  divines  ensued ;  and  Dr.  Rennell,  having 
made  concessions  and  explanations  which  Dr.  Vin- 
cent considered  as  satisfactory,  all  further  observations 

were 


were  soapeiided«  Bot  this  paoificatian  .proved  of 
«bort  <x>atifnttance,  for  the  Bishop  of  MealAi  having 
fdelivered  a  aermcm  'On  tbe  same  oocaaioo,  ai^d  in  tbe 
same  .pulpit,  m  i«O0,  and  wiiicb  was  printed  jA  tte 
request  of  the  Society,  thought  proper  to  subjoin  a 
noie^  in  which  he  repeats  Dr.  Rennell's  accusation^ 
with  some  severe  additions  of  his  own  against  public 
schools. 

This  was  enough  to  rouse  any  man ;  and  that  OkB. 
Vincent  felt  himself  hurt  at  the  repetition  of  such 
charges  is  not  to  be  wondered  at.  He  applied  to 
the  Society  for  leave  to  insert  in  their  parcels,  a  jus* 
tificatoiy  paper,  by  way  of  repelling  tbe  evil  impres- 
'«on  which  the  Bishop*s  note  might  make  upon  tbe 
tninds  of  its  readers.  This  request  the  Society  did 
not  think  proper  to  grants  as  not  ch using  to  take 
any  part  in  the  controversy.  The  dodior^  then^  as 
his  last  resource,  appealed  to  the  public  in  one  of  the 
.roost  masterly  apologies  that  ever  appeared  in  print. 
It  is  trae  he  speaks  in  a  high  tone,  and,  perhaps,  in 
some  respe6ls  he  is  too  keen  upon  the  Bishop  a^id  Dr. 
Rcnncll.  But  it  must  be  admitted,  that  tbe  former 
went^greatly  out  of  his  way,  and  that  in  an  unfair 
•manner,  to  meddle  with  a  point  on  which  he  had 
little  information  ;  and  the  latter,  with  a  strange  de- 
gree of  inconsistency,  censured  the  very  seminaries 
for  that  which^  on  another  occasion,  he  had  defended 
ibem,  namely,  what  he  calls  '^a  pagan  education.*'* 

*  Tbis  it  a  curious  dfcurostance;  and  at  it  was  not  mentioned 
by  Dr.  Vincent  in  his  admirable  tra€t,  we  shall  here  adduce  it* 
'J>r.  Rcnnell,  in  a  note  to  hit  lernion  before  the  Society,  in  1799» 

F  %  expressed 
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Neithqr  of  tbese  excellent  divines^  however,  have 

made  any  sort  of  reply  to  Dr.  Vincent,  though  cer- 

•tftinly  sonrething  might  have  been  expedlcd  from 

them^  either  to  confirm  their  assertions;  or  in  the 


expretted  himself  thus:  **  There  is  scarcely  any  internal  danger 
wiiicli  we  fear,  but  what  is  to  he  ascribed  to  a  Pagan  edticationf 
under  Christian  establishments  in  a  Christian  count ly.."     Now 
the  same  Dr.  Renoell^  in  a  ndteto  aitolher  scsrmon,  fireached  be- 
fore the  University  of  Cambridge  coihriienccment  Sunday,  ir98t 
says,  *^  Under  these  principles  I  know  of  no  subjeA  so  pregnant  ia 
impqrtant  consequences^  as  a  consideration  of  the  extremes  of  weak- 
ness and  strength  exhibited  by  the  ancient  Greek  philosopher^. 
These  circumstances,  if  duly  weighed,  will  point  out  to  the  wis- 
dom of  this  University,  the  eitrcnie  intportanoe  of  combining  the 
study  of  the  ancient  Greek  philosophy  with  our  theological  re- 
searches.   The  foundations  of  the  evidences  of  revelation  will  be 
greatly  strengthened,  hi/  observing^  xsith  accwacy^  the  light  the  Pagans 
ddiuaUi/  ohtahied,  and  in  discovering  the  insurmountable  boundary 
which  Interrupted   their  further  progress*     /  have  ever  consideraf 
the  XDorks  of  Plato^  Aristotle^  and  the   moral   xsritmgs   t^f   Cicero 
and  Plutarch 9  as  an  avenue  and  portico  to  Christianity/,     I  am  con- 
vinced,   from   some  experience,  that  mitads  embued  with,  the 
precepts  of  these  men,  ttrenglhcncd  tsith  their  wisdom^  and  elevated 
tvith  their  dignity,  will  be  strongly  predisposed,  both  from  a  re- 
view of  their  excellencies  and  defects,  to  close  in  with  the  evi- 
dences of  that  gospel,  which  brought  life  and  immortality  to  light. 
The  minds  ofotirj/ouug  men  soformed^  would  be  inaccessible  to  the 
silly  and  ignorant  sophisms  of  Voltaire,  Rousseau,  Condorcet, 
d*Alembcrt,  and  Volney.** 

How  these  two  passages  can  be  fairiy  reconciled,  must  be  left 
to  the  casuistical  genius  of  the  author  of  them.  Plain  itadera  will 
be  apt  to  think,  that  the  latter  is  a  full  and  decisive  refutation  of 
the  former,  and  that  it  constitutes  an  elaborate  defence  of  Pa  oak 
Education  ! 

way 
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way  of  retra^ation.  Other  writers,  however,  have 
entered  into  the  dispute,  and  that  with  a  forwardness 
which  indicates  more  zeal  than  judgment.  It  might 
have  been  expefted  that  some  other  heads  of  schools 
would  have  entered  their  caveat  also  against  the 
charges  brought  against  them,  but  it  seems  that  they 
rested  satisfied  with  what  has  been  so  ably  urged  by' 
Dr.  Vincent  in  his  Defence  of  Public  Education. 

Since  the  agitation  of  this  question,  the  Society' 
for  promoting  Christian  Knowledge  have  properly 
passed  a  resolution,  that,  for  the  future,  nothing  shalF 
be  appended  to  any  sermon  preached  before  them 
but  what  has  previously  met  with  their  sanflion. 
This  measure,  however,  was  not  carried  without  vio> 
lent  opposition. 

On  the  day  appointed  for  a  general  thanksgiving 
on  account  of  the  peace.  Dr.  Vincent  preached  a 
most  eloquent  and  energetic  discourse  before  the 
House  of  Commons,  at  St.  Margaret's,  which  dis- 
course is  since  published. 

As  a  pulpit  orator,  the  Doctor  is  distinguished  by 
great  animation,  a  clear  and  sonorous  articulation^ 
and  a  graceful  dignity  of  manner.  His  sermons  are" 
the  compositions  of  a  mind  richly  embued  with  di- 
vine and  human  learning,  elegant  in  their  language, 
yet  sufficiently  levelled  to  the  plainest  understand* 
ings.  W, 
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THE  EARL  OF  MACARTNEY. 

CEORGE  Earl  of  Macartneyi  tb«  representative 
of  an  ancient  branch  of  a  family  once  possessed  of 
iDidependent  prineely  power  in  Ireland,  has  been 
ennobled  in  reward  ibr  eminent  political  services 
to  his  sovereign  and  his  country,  and  has  passed 
with  honour  through  a  greater  variety  of  high  diplo« 
matic  and  vice-regal  employnients,  than  have  been 
confided  to  almost  any  contemporary  statesman  of 
this  or  any  neighbouring  nation. 

The  great  Irifh  femily  of  Macarthy  More  was  one 
of  the  mod  zealous  to  resist,  in  early  times,  the  io- 
vasions  and  conquefis  of  the  Englifli.     As  the  inha^ 
bitants  of  the  north- weft  parts  of  Scotland  and  those 
of  the  north  of  Ireland  were  originally  one:  people^ 
whose  primitive  connexions  were  preserved  by  fre- 
ijuency  of  intercourse,  afiinity,  and  alliance.;  it  wag 
natural  for  them  to  cooperate  againft  the  Englifti^ 
their  common  enemies^  at  the  time  when  these  strove 
to  add  Scotland  as  well  as  Ireland  to  the  dominions 
of  the  Engli(h  crown.    Robert  Bruce  found  occasional 
refuge  in  Ireland  at  those  times  when  there  remained 
scarcely  a  spot  of  Scottifh  ground  where  he  might 
elude  the  vigilance  of  the  Englifh,  or  withstand  their 
power.      And  the  Bruces,  after  Scotland  was,  by 
their  persevering  and  intrepid  valour,  ultimately  freed 
from  Englifh  oppreffion,  readily  went,  at  the  invi- 
tation of  the  native  Irifl),  on  an  expedition  to  drive 
the  Englifh  also  out  of  that  iflc,  which  was,  as  yet, 
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b«t  half  subdued,  Scotsmen,  and  IrisbfMn  fought 
together,  in  these  circumstances^  under  the  banners. 
of  the  Bruces»  Some  of  the  heave  Maccartbys  were 
among  the  most  faithful  companions  of  the  atchieve- 
ments  and  misfortunes  of  Edward  Bruce  in  Ireland. 
A  branch  of  the  Maccartbys,  assuming  the  more 
corredl  appellation  of  Macarthurs,  was  already  es« 
tablished  10  Argyleshire,  where  it  still  continues  to 
fiourisb,  And  £dward  Bruce  ga^e  lands  in  Gallo- 
Way,  of  which  he  was  lord,,  to  another  brave  man  of 
the  same  great  Iriih  family  and  name. 

That  siroame  which,  among  the  Irish  and  tbc 
Highland  Scots  speaking  the  Celtic  language^  was 
Maccartby  or  Macarthur^  became,  among  the  ia* 
habitants  of  Lower  Galloway  speaking  the  Anglo- 
Saxon,  Macartane  or  Macartney.  The  lands  granted 
to  £dward  Bruce's  followers  took  tbe  name  of  their 
proprietor,  which  they  still  retain.  The  family  was, 
in  the  fHXKess  of  the  three  following  centuries,  dif- 
fused, in  several  rcspe£lable  branches,  through  both 
the  stewartry  of  Kirkcudbright  and  the  shire  of  Wig- 
ton.  By  thevicinity  of  Galloway,  the  most  western 
distri(5l  of  Scotland,  to  Ireland,  there  have'  been  al- 
ternately, many  settlements  of  families  from  Galloway 
in  Ireland,  and  of  families  from  the  north-east  parts 
of  Ireland  in  Galloway.  At  that  time,  particularly 
when  James  the  sixth  strove  to  establish  episcopacy 
tn  Scotland;  at  the  asra  when  Ireland  was  recon- 
quered and  filled  with  new  colonists  by  the  Crom- 
wells;  and  at  the  great  period,  also,  of  tbe  Revolution ; 
paany  perlbns,  emigrants  from  Galloway,  became  the 
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founders  of  families  now  respectable  in  Ireland.  It 
was  in  the  year  1649  that  George  Macartney  of 
Auchinleck,  at  the  age  of  three  and  twenty,  went 
over  as  a  military  officer  from  Galloway  to  Ireland^ 
where  his  services  were  gradually  rewarded  with  es- 
states  in  the  county  of  Antrim,  on  which  he  was  in- 
duced to  settle  permanently. 

Of  that  George,  the  present  Earl  of  Macartney  is 
the  great  grandson,  and  only  surviving  male  repre- 
sentative. He  is,  also,  the  head  of  the  Macartneys 
of  Galloway,  in  which  county  he  still  retains  Aucbin- 
leek,'  the  ancient  inheritance  of  his  family. 

He  was  born  in  the  year  1737)  was  educated  as  a 
fellow-commoner  in  Trinity  College,  Dublin,  and  at 
^hat  University,  he  proceeded  Master  of  Arts,  in  the 
year  J  7  59. 

When  he  had  finished  his  education,  a  young  king 
5yas  upon  the  throne,  at  whose  court,  it  was  natural, 
that  a  young  man  of  ancient  family,  and  with  a  mind 
conscious  of  high  talents,  should  aspire  to  be  favour- 
ably introduced.     He  had  tliat  manly  elegance  of 
personal  form  and  manners  which  is  ever  useful  to 
procure,  at  a  court,  the  notice  without  which  genius 
might  remain  unknown,  and  by  consequence  be  in- 
capable to  make  its  way  to  trust  and  honour.     At 
court,  therefore,  it  was  soon  perceived  that  he  had 
abilities  which  it  would  be  unwise  and  unjust  to  deny 
to  the  public  service.  The  importance  of  the  relations 
commercial  and  political,  between  Great  Britain  and 
the  empire  of  Russia,   the  neceffity  there  was  to 
coi^nteract  the  influence  of  France  at  the  Ru^ian 

court. 
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oourt^  and  the  late  comDiencement  of  a  female  reigr^i 
of  which  the  charafter  and  policy  were  to  be  par- 
ticularly studied,  made  the  embassy  from  this  country 
to  Russia,  tobejust  at  that  time,  one  of  those  diplohr 
matic  situations  in  which  penetration,  vigilance,  dis-^. 
cretion,  and  agreeable  address  were  the  most  indis^ 
pensibly  requisite.  The  fit  qualifications  were 
thought  by  some  of  the  most  discerning  judges  of 
chara6ler,  such  as  Lord  Holland,  to  be  united  in  Mr. 
Macartney. 

On  the  22d  of  August  1 764,  he  was,  therefore, 
appointed  envoy-extraordinary  to  the  court  of 
Russia. 

The  Empress  Catherine,  fond  to  an  uncommon 
degree  of  French  literature  and  French  manners 
inviting  the  visits  of  the  wits  and  philosophers  of  Paris, 
feeding  them  with  flattery,  ambitious  to  win  their 
praise,  and  wishing  even  to  have  persuaded  D'AIem* 
bert  to  undertake  the  education  of  her  son,  the  late 
emperor  Paul,  was  thus  unavoidably  subject  to  an 
influence  which,  however  indirect  and  imperceptible 
in  its  operation,  could  not  but  have  a  certain  tendency 
to  make  her  favour  the  political  interests  of  France 
rather  than  those  of  Great  Britain.  Yet  the  British 
envoy  was  well  received  at  her  court.  The  chief 
ostensible  diplomatic  business  of  his  mission,  was,  to 
negotiate  a  commercial  treaty  for  the  benefit  of  the 
British  merchants  trading  to  Russia.  Of  the  proper 
interests  of  our  Russia  trade  he  was  well  informed  : 
his  address  surmounted  every  difficulty  of  access  to 
.  tl)e  empress  dnd  her  ministers :  he  knew  to  seize,  ii) 

business^ 


74  LOBJ>  MACARTNJrr. 

husinesSy  the  moUissima  iempora  fatidi :  and  he  had 
coolness  and  patience  to  conquer  every  obstacle 
which  might  be  opposed  to  his  views  by  the  rough 
passions  or  stickling  artifices  of  others.  Withm  no 
long  time  after  opening  this  negociation,  he  procured 
the  Russian  court  to  agree  to  a  treaty  perfectly  satis*- 
fectory  to  the  wishes  of  the  British  merchants  at  St. 
Petersburgb,  and  suitable  to  the  inflructions  which 
he  had  received  from'  the  Government  at  home.  It  is 
not  necessary  here  to  specify  more  than  a  single  ar- 
ticle of  it,  in  order  to  shew  how  exceedingly  advanta- 
geous the  tenor  of  the  whole  must  have  been  to.  this 
country.  Its  fourth  article,  by  a  provision  that  on 
goods  exported  from  the  ports  of  Russia,  British 
merchants  should  pay  only  the  same  duties  with  the 
native  subjects  of  the  Russian  government,  tended 
actually  to  put  the  whole  export  trade  of  that  country 
into  our  hands ;  because,  to  our  other  advantages^ 
this  stipulation  alone  was  wanting  to  enable  us  to 
prevail  in  the  Russian  markets,  and  to  monopolise 
the  carrying  trade  oS  Rus^a  beyond  all  competition. 
A  grateful  address  from  the  merchants  of  the  British 
factory  at  St.  Petersburgh  ;  the  honour  of  the  knight* 
hood  of  the  Polish  order  of  the  White  Eagle  con* 
ferred  by  a  monarch  who  was  himself  at  once  a  man 
of  fashion,  taste,  and  pleasure,  and  a  man  ofof  politic* 
cal  talents ;  and  the  elevation  to  the  character  c^am^ 
bassador-extraordinary  and  plenipotentiary  from  the 
British  court,  in  which  he  finally  concluded  tho 
treaty  of  commerce ;  were  some  of  the  teftimonies  of 
approbation  and  respect  which  Sir  George  Macartney 

merited 


merited  by  his  conduct  in  this  diplomatic  mission  to 
the  North. 

Thus  successful  and  distinguished,  he  returned  to 
the  British  court.  Other  rewards  there  awaited  biro^ 
which  the  hand  of  love  was  to  bestow  ;  and,  on  the 
1st  of  February  1/66,  he  became  the  husband  of 
Lady  Jane  Stuart,  second  daughter  of  John  Earl  of 
Bute. 

By  his  niarriage,  he  bad  contractad  a  relation  of 
affinity  to  the  late  Lord  Lons(iale>  then  Sir  James 
Lowthen  And  by  that  gentleman's  intcreft  with  the 
electors,  he  was,  in  April  1768,  chosen  one  of  the  re* 
presentatives  of  the  borough  of  Cockermouth  in  the 
Parliament  of  Great  Britain* 

liis  estates  were  chiefly  in  Ireland,  and,  in  July 
1768,  he  was  chosen  to  represent  the  borough  of  Ar** 
magh  in  the  Irish  parliament 

On  the  1st  of  January  1769,  Sir  George  Macart-* 
ney  was  nominated  principal  secretary  to  the  present 
Marquis  of  Townshend,  in  the  high  ofHce  which  be 
then  filled,  o(  lord  lieutenant  of  Ireland.     By  the 
accustomed  system  of  the  Irish  administration,  the 
duties  of  the  principal  secretary  involve  the  functions 
of  prime  minister  under  the  lord   lieutenant.     To 
communicate  between  the  Government  and  the  House 
of  Com0K>ns ;  to  prepare,  to  write,  or,  at  the  least,  to 
eign  a}]  the  public  a6ls  and  the  formally  official  dis- 
patches of  the  heutenant ;  to  assist  in  opening  the 
public   dispatches   which  the  lord  lieutenant   may 
receive  ;  to  act  as  his  secretary  at  the  council-board  ; 
to  contrive  expedients  for  the  governipcnt  of  Ireland 
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at  the  time,  such  as  may  be  presented  for  the  appro- 
bation of  the  cabinet-council  in  England,  and  to  find 
means  for  carrying  easily  into  effect  the  measures  of 
Government  which    have  been    in  England  finally 
determined  upon  ;  to  1x5  the  first  orator  of  the  Go- 
vernment in  the  House  of  Commons;  and  to  have 
what  has  been  emphatically  called  the  management  of 
that  house ;  wcrq,  before  the  late  union,  the  tasks 
understood  to  belong  peculiarly  to  this  great  and 
difficult  employment.     In  the  discharges  of  these, 
Sir  George  Macartney's  conduct  was  so  agreeable  to 
his  sovereign,  that  he  was  nominated,  in  the  month 
of  June  1772,  to  be  one  of  the  knights  companions 
of  the  order  of  the  Bath,  and  he  was  installed  at  West-* 
minster,  by  proxy,  on  the  J  5th  day  of  that  month. 

In  the  month  of  October,  1774  he  was  elc<9:ed  to 
represent  the  Scottish  boroughs  of  Ayr,  Irwin,  Both* 
say,  Campbelton,  and  Inverary,  in  the  ensuing  par* 
"  liament  of  Great  Britain.  Three  of  these  boroughr 
were  situated  near  in  contiguity  to  the  estates  of  the 
Earl  of  Bute,  in  the  west  of  Scotland  ;  who  could^ 
hence,  have  little  difficulty  to  recommend-  a  son-in- 
law  of  such  distinguished  merit  to  the  choice  of  the 
elector^. 

Thecon<luct  of  Sir  George  Macartney  in  parliament 
was  satisfactory  alike  to  his  constituents  and  to  his 
sovereign.  But,  the  services  of  his  talents  and  early 
experience  were  soon  wanted  by  the  Government  in  a 
distant  employment  of  vice-regal  authority.  In  De- 
cember 1775  he  was  appointed  captain-general  and 
governor  in  chief  of  Grenada,  the  Grenadine  islands, 
and  Tobago. 
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The  trade  of  Xbose  islands ;  their  general  police  i 
^he  business  of  procuring  adequate  supplies  of  revenue 
from  the  insular  legislatures ;  the  command  of  the 
troops  always  requisite  both  for  their  defence  and  for 
the  due  support  of  the  authority  of  the  government ;. 
the  care  of  the  exterior  relations  of  the  islands;  the 
proper  correspondence  with  the  supreme  admini* 
stration  at  home  ;  and  the  necessity  there  is  that  the 
king  should  be  represented  especially  in  the  more 
distant  parts  of  the  empire  by  vicegerents  whose 
personal,  appearance,  manners,  and  conduct  should 
not  disgrace  the  Government  in  the  eyes  of  its  sub- 
jects ;  render  the  office  of  governor  of  such  places,  at 
all  times,  one  in  which  accomplished  abilities  may 
find  adequate  scope  for  their  best  exercise.  At  the 
time  when  Sir  G.lVlacartney  was  appointed  to  this  em* 
ployment,  the  rising  contest  with  the  American  colo- 
nists, the  jealousies  and  ambitious  views  of  France  and 
Spain,  the  situation  of  those  islands  so  immediately  on 
the  very  scene  where  so  many  great  transactions  were 
about  to  take  place, -presented  difficulties  more  nume- 
rous and  more  arduous  than  almost  any  former  gover- 
nor could  have  had  to  encounter.  Yet,  for  more  than 
three  years,  he  administered  this  government  in  a 
manner  equally  useful  to  the  interests  of  his  sovereign, 
and  acceptable  to  the  people  of  the  islands.  In  1779 
Grenada  was  invaded  by  a  French  armament  much 
more  powerful  than  any  force  that  the  governor  had 
ready  for  its  defence.  But  he  formed  a  skilful  plan 
of  operation  against  the  invaders ;  he  was  well 
seconded  by  tlie  troops^  and  by  the  inhabitants ;  he 
..  made 
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made  a  resistance  of  which  the  jodgment  and  gallaci^ 
4ry  astonished  the  brave  officers  aganist  whom  h^ 
bad  to  contend  i  nor  was  Grenada  surrendered  to 
the  French  till  the  defenders  were  reduced  to  a  situa-^ 
tion  in  which  nothing  could  have  }astified  the  waste 
of4ives  in  a  further  continuance  of  hostilities.  .  The 
inhabitants,  at  a  time  when^  having  passed  under 
the  power  of  the  conquerors  they  could  be  in  no 
necessity  to  disguise  any  sentiments  of  dislike^  if 
such  they  had  entertained  against  their  late  go^ 
vernor^  honoured  him  with  an  address  in  which 
they  acknowledged,  in  the  language  of  the  warmest 
gratitude,  the  wisdom  and  justice  with  which  he  bad 
presided  over  them,  the  vigilance  and  ability  with 
which  he  had  constantly  endeavoured  to  provide  for 
their  security  and  welfare,  the  skill .  with  which  be 
bad  regulated  the  defence  of  the  isle,  and  the  coolnest 
and  intrepidity  with  which  he  met,  in  person,  the 
dangers  of  the  several  attacks* 

He  returned  to  Europe,  a  prisoner ;  but  was  sooa 
released.  He  had  been  raised,  in  J 776,  to  the  dig- 
nity of  Lord  Macartney  of  the  kingdom  of  Ireland, 
Baron  of  Lissanoure  in  the  county  of  Antrim.  As 
the  loss  of  Grenada,  however  unfortunate  to  bis  coun* 
try,  had  not  arisen  from  miscortdudl  in  him,  but  was 
rather  signali^ied  by  the  most  illustrious  display  of  all 
his  great  qualities ;  he  met  with  no  ungracious  recep* 
tion  from  his  sovereign  and  his  country.  In  the  month 
of  September  1760,  he  was  chosen  to  reprcaent  the 
borough  of  Beeralstone  in  the  British  Parliament. 
In  the  December  immediately  following,  he  was  ap- 

pointed 
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pointed  governor  and  resident  of  Fort  St.  Qtorge  at 
Madras,  in  the  East  Indies,  and  he  went  without  delay 
to  discharge  the  fundlions  of  his  appointment. 

In  Grenade,  he  had  found  Mr.  Staunton,  like  him* 
self,  a  native  of  the  North  of  Ireland,  and  who,  after  - 
practising  medicine  for  some  years,  had  become  pro- 
prietor of  an  estate  in  that  island.  Mr.  Staunton,  upon 
the  governor's  invitation,  willingly  became  his  secre* 
tary.  A  friendship  grew  up  between  them,  while 
they  adled  officially  in  these  mutual  relations,  which 
-was  not  to  end  with  the  cessation  of  their  engage- 
Tnetlts  in  Grenada.  Lord  Macartney  invited  his 
friend  to  accompany  him  to  the  East  in  the  same  ca<- 
pacity  in  which  he  had  found  his  services  in  the 
West  Indies,  at  once  so  agreeable  and  so  useful. 

Lord   Macartney   arrived  in    India  at   a   period 
'when  there  was  peculiar  difficulty  in  the  administra- 
tion of  the  government  of  that  district  of  country, 
over  which  he  was  sent  to  preside.     The  company's 
inferior  servants  had  learned  to  usurp  a  power  of 
alighting  the  commands  of  their  masters  :  and  Tip- 
poo  Saib,  then  in  the  vigour  of  his  strength  as  sove-» 
reign  of  Mysore,  was   harassing  the  subje61s  and 
allies  of  the  company  with  a  dangerous  war.     While 
General  Stuart  was  preparing  to  send  the  governor 
from  the  scat  of  his  authority  to  confinement  in  a 
dungeon  ;  Lord  Macartney,  anticipating  his  purpose, 
ordered  his  friend  and  secretary,  Mr.  Staunton,  to 
put  the  General  under  arrest.     With  a  small  party  of 
sepoys,  and  with  lingular  intrepidity  and  discretion, 
Mr.  Staunton  executed  that  bold  order.    From  this 

time. 
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timcj  the  Governor's  authority  prevailed  without  oppo* 
sition.  Commiffioners,  of  whom  Mr.  Staunton  v^ars 
one,  were  sent  to  treat  for  peace  with  the  sovereign  of 
Mysore.  A  peace  seasonably  useful  to  the  company's 
affairs,  and  not  betraying  its  honour,  was,  under  Lord 
Macartney V auspices,  happily  negotiated.  None  of 
its  benefits  were  more  grateful  to  his  country  or  to  his 
own  heart,  than  that  it  restored  to  liberty  a  number 
of  officers  who  had,  in  the  course  of  the  war  in  Ban* 
galore,  been  made  prisoners  by  the  armies  ofHyder 
Alli  and  Tippoo  Saib,  and  who  bad  been  long  de- 
tained in  a  captivity  of  which  the  circumatancea  were 
peculiarly  wretched.  On  the  4th  of  June  1784,  the 
captives  whom  he  had  delivered,  prefented  the  follow- 
ing address  to  his  Lordship : 

"  My  Loru, 

**  As  the  obligations  you  have  conferred  on  us  have  inspired 
sentiments  too  warm  to  be  extinguished  or  suppressed,  we  must 
request  your  Lordship's  permission  and  acceptance  of  this  ge<- 
neral  acknowledgment  of  them.  While  we  endeavour  to  do 
justice  to  OUT  feelings,  we  hope  not  to  trespass  on  delicacy,  or 
the  forms  Usually  attended  to  of  your  lordship's  high  charaAer 
and  station!  though  on  such  a  subjed  we  are  free  to  say  that  the 
formality  of  common  rules  would  ill  apply  to  the  grateful  effu- 
sions of  the  heart4 

<<  Ours,  my  Lord,  is  not  a  common  acknowledgment  for 
the  favours  or  kindnesses  of  ordinary  life.  The  miseries  of  long 
captivity,  aggravated  by  barbarian  cruelty  and  insolence,  and 
tlie  horrors  of  famine ;  these  were  the  sufferings  which  your 
beneficent  hand  alleviated,  which  your  unremitting  attention  en- 
abled, and  alone  enabled  us  to  support ;  and  which  your  suc- 
cessful wisdom  has  Rn-JMj  femoved.  If  any  motive  can  add 
force  to  our  duty,  or  impel  us  with  additional  zeal  to  the  pablfc 
scrvicei  it  will  be  the  most  lively  and  most  grateful  recolle<aic»n 
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of  the  attention  i^ith  which  we  have  been  honoured^  by  which  we 
have  been  saved ;  of  the  generous  care  of  Government,  which- 
thou^h  immersed  in  the  complicated  and  a<^ual  difficuhies  of 
the  state,  forgot  not  the  suffering  soldier. 

**  As  men  restored  to  life,  as  members  of-  society  restored  to 
our  friends  and  our  country,  as  soldiers  restored  to  our  profes- 
sion and  to  honour,  permit  us,  my  Lord,  with  the  sincerest  and 
most  lively  gratitude,  and  the  most  respedtful  consideration,  to 
assure  you,  that  wc  shall  ever  retain  the  deepest  sense  of  the  es- 
sential prote6Hon  you  afforded  us. 

**  And  that  we  are  your  Lordship's 

**  Most  obliged  and  devoted  hiimble  servants, 

(Signed)  «  THOMAS  LEAF,  and  28  others." 

,  In  carrying  into  effect  the  orders  from  the  Court 
of  Directors^;  in  transmitting  home  intelligence  the 
fullest  and  most  exact  that  could  be  desired  to  en- 
lighten their  deliberations ;  in  provisionally  regulat- 
ingf  with  due  energy,  vigilance/ and  wisdom,  every 
thing  in  regard  to  which  it  was  impossible  to  await 
instructions  from  England ;  in  acting,  in  intercourse 
with  the  other  powers  of  India,  in  a  manner  the  best 
adapted  equally  to  maintain  the  dignity  of  the  com- 
pany, and  to  preserve  their  power  and  the  extension  of 
their  territories  from  appearing  in  an  invidious  light ; 
in  presiding  with  due  authority  in  the  council,  and  in 
commanding  the  respect  and  good-will  of  the  soldiery; 
his  lordship  honourably  accomplished  the  best  hopes 
of  those,  whom  he  represented  in  the  high  employ- 
ment* 

In  the  fpace  of  four  years,  he  had  fo  fully  evinced 
his  services  to  be,  in  the  highest  degree,  useful,  to  the 
company's  affairs,  that,  in  February  1785  he  was 
appointed  to  the  high  and  almost  imperial  office  of 
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governor general  of  Bengal.  This  appointment  hcM* 
ever  he  chose  to  decline.  \ 

In  January  1786,  be  arrived  in  England.  And 
the  accounts  of  bis  aervices  were  so  satisfactory  to  the 
East  India  Company^  and  to  all  who  bad  in  this 
country,  any  interest  in  East  India  affairs  or  any  con- 
troul  over  them^  that  he  was  again  requested  to  re- 
turn to  administer  the  chief  authority  in  India.  He 
however  again  declined  to  accept  of  this  office. 
Of  the  {idditiot)s  to  bis  fortune  from  the  emoluments 
and  advantages  of  bis  oliicial  situation  at  Madras,  he 
gave  an  account  upon  oatb^  by  which  it  appeared, 
that  even  Cicero  returned  iK>t  from  .  Cilicia  with 
purer  bands.  He  had  acijiiirdd  nothing  but  what 
iairly  arose  out  of  bis  salary  and  firom  allowances 
authorised  by  the  Cionrt  of  Directors*  An  example 
of  such  abstinence  in  a  place  of  great  trust  and  high 
command,  was  not  defrauded  of  its. due  praise.  It 
yms  cons^ned  to  remembrance  in  the  records  of  the 
transactions  of  the  Court  of  Directors.  And,  a  pen- 
sion of  j  500l.  sterling  a  year  was  bestowed  to  reward 
equally  the  important  services  which  this  illnstrious 
nobleman  had  rendered  to  the  compaAy,  and  bis  great 
pecuniary  moderation*.    A  pension  of  dOOl. ra  year 

*  At  a  Court  of  Dire^ors,  held  on  Wedncadaj  the  IStii  o^ 
April,  1786, 

**  Resolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  tlits  Court,  that  the 
Right  Hon.  George,  I^rd  Macartney,  whilst  he  was  governor 
of  Madras,  upon  all  occasions  manifested  the  greatest  seal  }n 
support  of  the  interest  of  this  company,  iind  that  he  faithfully 
discharged  his  duty  as  such,  more  especially  hy  adhering  strictly 
to  his  covenants  and  engagements  with  the  c<»npany,  in  declin- 
ing 
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uras,  likewise,  granted,  to  reward  the  services  of  his 
friend  and  secretary,  the  late  Sir  George  Staunton. 

During  the  six  years  immediately  following  after 
his  return  from  Madrass,  he  remained  at  home,  in 
the  discharge  of  bis  duties  as  a  legislator,  enjoying 
the  society  of  bis  friends,  and  setting  an  example  not 
less  amiable  in  private  life,  than  that  which  he  exhi- 
bited in  public  employments  had  been  prudent,  ac* 
tive»  and  magnanimous.  In  1 788,  he  took  bis  seat, 
for  the  first  time  in  the  Irifh  House  of  Peers.  His 
regard  for  •  the  prosperity  of  Ireland  induced  him  to 
undertake  the  duties  of  one  of  the  trustees  of  the 
linen-manufacture  for  the  province  of  Ulster.  He 
accepted,  also,  the  honourable  appointment  of  Custos 

ing  to  accept  any  presents  from  the  country  powers,  or  from  any 
person  whatever  in  India :  that  the  example  set  by  his  Lordship, 
in  giving  in  upon  oath  a  state  of  his  property  gained  in  the  com- 
pany's service,  was  highly  meritorious,  in  as  much  such  condu^ 
was  afterwards  sandioned  by  an  aA  of  the  le^slature ;  and  by 
which  statement  it  appears  that  bis  Lordship's  fortune  had  been 
very  moderately  increased  during  his  residence  in  India,  and 
that  the  same  arose  solely  from  the  savings  he  made  from  his 
•alary  and  allowances  authorized  by  this  court. 

^  Resolved,  Hut  it  is  incumbent  upon  this  court  to  shew  their 
fullest  approbation  of  such  upright  and  disinterested  condud^ 
in  the  hope  that  so  laudable  an  example  will  be  followed  by 
their  servants  in  India ;  and  moreover,  that  it  is  fitting  that  some 
compensation  should  be  made  to  his  Lordship,  and  that  it  will 
be  a  proper  reward  for  his  distinguished  services  and  strid  in* 
tegrity*  to  grant  his  Lordship  an  annuity  of  fifteen  hundred 
pounds,  during  the  tem  of  his  natural  life. 

•  <*  Signed  by  order  of  the  said  Court* 

East  Imdia  House,  T,  MORTON,  Secretary." 

the  13th  of  April,  1786. 
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RotuJoruni  for  the  County  of  Antrim*  And  he  wa*, 
likewise,  promoted,  in  Ireland,  to  the  command  of  a 
regiment  of  militia-dragoons. 

The  only  civilized  country  in  the  world,  from 
which  Europeans  have  been  hitherto  rigorously  and 
successfully  excluded,  is  the  great  empire  of  China. 
The  Jesuits  had  almost  added  it  to  the  ecclesiastical 
-empire  of  Rome ;  when,  by  their  contentions  with 

• 

a  less  artful  order  of  the  catholic  priesthood,  that  in- 
iiuence  which  they  acquired  was  gradually  lost;,  and 
the  Chinese  awakening  from  the  dream  of  conversion^ 
lioliness,  and  salvation,  learned  to  regard  those  fa- 
thers as  cunning  and  dangerous  impostors.  The 
Portuguese,  iu  reward  for  a  great  service,  obtained  a 
settlement  at  an  extremity  of  the  Chinese  domini- 
ons. The  missionaries  by  dishonourable  compliances, 
and  sometimes  by  dissembling  their  religion,  gained 
permission  still  to  skulk  in  small  number,  in  some 
of  the  great  interior  towns.  But,  while  Hindostan 
was  to  fall  under  the  yoke  of  European  conquerors, 
while  so  many  of  the  isles  adjacent  to  the  Chinese 
coasts  were  to  become  the  marts  of  European  traffic ; 
China  alone  was  by  a  vigilant,  intolerant,  and  ex- 
clusive policy,  to  elude  for  centuries,  the  intrusion 
of  the  manners,  power,  and  arts  of  Europe.  Its 
wealth  has,  however,  long  iuvited  the  visits  of  our 
traffic :  and  to  procure  its  manufactures  and  natural 
products,  while  few  of  ours  could  be,  in  return,  ac« 
ceptable  to  the  Chines^,  we  have  been  content  to 
drain  the  western. world  of  its  gold  and  silver.  Had 
we  obtained  no  imperial  settlements  in  the  east ; 

had 
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bad  we  still  known  Hindostan  only  by  trading  to 
its  coasts ;  we  might  perhaps  have  been  satisfied 
without  aspiring  to  any  niore  intiniate  political  re- 
lations to  the  Chinese.  Our  establishment  in  Indiay 
in  dominions  almost  touching  on  the  interior  con- 
fines of  ChiQa,  has  produced  a  necessity,  that  we  (hould 
attempt  to  cultivate  their  amity,  if  we  would  not 
rashly  press  into  contention  with  them  as  foes  and  ri- 
vals. And,  as  Asiatic  merchants  striving  to  engross  the 
whole  country  trade  of  the  cast,  we  have  an  interest 
to  increase  our  commercial  relations  to  China,  whicli 
would  be  much  less  urgent  if  our  trade  were  only  to 
to  sell  the  manufactures  and  supply  the  wants  of 
flurope« 

For  such  causes,  it  had  for  many  years  appeared 
exceedingly  desirable  to  open  a  regular  diplomatic 
correspondence  between  the  British  and  the  Chinese 
governments.  Various  obstacles  had  prevented  any 
direct  attempt  from  being  hitherto  made.  Not  the 
smallest  of  these,  consisted  in  the  difHciiIty  of  find- 
ing an  ambassador  of  fit  prudence,  personal  dignity 
and  graciousncss,  knowledge  of  the  oriental  languages 
and  manners,  firmness  and  insinuation,  skill  to  ac- 
commodate his  conduct  to  the  prepossessions  of 
strangers,  and  patriotic  spirit  of  enterprise  to  do  jus- 
tice to  the  discharge  of  so  high  a  trust.  A  man  was 
wanted  who  should  give  the  best  possible  represcnta- 
lion  of  the  grandeur,  of  the  equity,  of  the  bencfictMice 
of  the  British  character ;  a  man,  whose  conduct 
should  be  so  engaging,  as  to  overcome  all  the 
wonted  prejudices  of  the  Cbiuese  lagainst  strangers 
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and  Earopeand.  Common  talents  may  suffice  for  the 
ordinary  continuance  of  a  diplomatic  connexion  : 
but,  a  great  man  only  should  be  employed  to  open 
it  for  the  first  time. 

In  the  beginning  of  the  year  179^,  events  occur, 
red  which  renewed  the  solicitude  of  the  East-India 
Company  and  the  British  government,  to  send  an 
ambassador  to  the  court  of  China.  The  choice  was 
easily  .fixed  ;  for,  the  design  of  the  embassy  was  no 
sooner  proposed,  than  the  voice  of  general  opinion 
marked  out  Lord  Macartney,  as  almost  the  only  man 
to  whom  this  charge  might  be  entrusted  with  any 
strong  probability  of  its  success.  On  the  3d  of  May 
1792,  therefore,  he  was  nominated  ambassador  from 
the  King  of  Great  Britain  to  the  Emperor  of  China. 
He  was  admitted,  that  same  day,  to  the  honours  and 
trust  of  a  Privy  Counsellor.  On  the  28th  of  the 
same  month,  he  was  farther  graced  by  his  Sovereign 
by  a  patent  advancing  him  to  the  dignity  of  Viscount 
Dervock,  in  the  county  of  Antrim  in  Ireland.  He 
proceeded,  without  delay,  on  bis  embassy.  Sir 
George  Staunton,  his  friend  and  former  secretary^ 
was  again  in  this  embassy,  his  secretary  and  compa- 
nion. A  suitable  train  of  servants  and  followers  were 
appointed  to  attend  him.  A  ship  of  war,  under  the 
the  command  of  Sir  Erasmus  Gower,  was,  with  cer- 
tain smaller  vessels,  assigned  for  his  voyage.  Many 
rich  presents  were  sent  by  the  ambassador  from  the 
British  to  the  Chinese  sovereign.  He  arrived  in 
safety  in  the  Indian  seas.  When  his  approach  was 
notified  at  the  Chinese  court,  the  Emperor  and  his 
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minister  agreed,  though  not  without  hesitation,  to 
receiver  the  ambassadors .  and  presents  of  a  monarch 
so  great  and  so  remote.     To  approach  Pekin  the 
northern  capital  of  the  Chinese  empire,  his  Lordship 
was  obliged  happily  to  direct  his  voyage  round  the 
south-east  coast  of  China,  by  a  tra  A  hitherto  almost 
unknown  to  European  navigation.    The  advantage 
even  alone  of  exploring  that  track  might  have  been 
enough  to  compensate  for  all  the  difficulties  and  ex« 
pence  of  the  embassy.     He  entered  the  Chinese  ter- 
ritories.    Mandarines  of  the  highest  rank  were  ap- 
pointed to  conduct  bim  to  the  imperial  court.    His 
presents  were  graciously  accepted, ,  He  was  enter- 
tained,  with  his  secretary  and  all  his  train,  in  a  manner 
the  most  heritable  and  sumptuous  which  the  state  of 
the  Chinese  court  would  easily  permit.  With  great  ad- 
dress Lord  Macartency  contrived  at  once  to  comply, 
in  his  obeisance  with  the  wishes  of  the  Chinese  so-i^ 
vei«eign,  and  to  assert  the  dignity  of  his  royal  master 
by  procuring  that  Chinese  nobleman  of  the  same 
rank  with  himself  should,   in  the  sanie  r^presetiiative 
charaSefj  perform  before  a  portrait  of  the  British 
monarch,  those  ceremonies  of  respect,  which  Lord 
Macartney  himself  paid  to  the  living  presence  of  the 
Emperor  of  China.     His  own  conduct  and  that  of  his 
attendants  were  at  the  sarYie  time  regulated,  so  as  not 
to   give  offence  to  the  prejudices  of  the  Chinese. 
Permission  for  the  permanent  residence  of  a  British 
anobassador  at  the  court  of  China  could  not,  indeed^ 
as  yet  be  obtained.  A  commercial  treaty  would  h^ve 
constituted  a  new  connexion  with  a  foreign  power  of 
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which  Chinese  prejudices  could  not  yet  favourably 
conceive  the  nature.  But,  in  every  other  respects 
the  best  purposes  of  the  embassy  were  happily  ac- 
complished. The  ambassador,  with  bis  train,  re- 
turned  over  land.  On  the  1  Qth  of  December  1793,  he 
made  his  entrance-  into  Canton.  After  being  there 
splendidly  entertained  by  the  viceroy  of  that  govern- 
ment, he  proceeded  to  Macao.  From  that  port  he 
sailed  on  his  return  to  Europe,  onthe  17th  of  March 
1794.  On  the  5th  of  September,  after  an  absence 
of  nearly  two  years,  he  arrived  at  Portsmouth  in 
safe.ty.  While  he  was  on  his  return,  his  sovereign 
had  graciously  testified  his  approbation  of  his  ser- 
vices, by  exalting  him  to  the  dignity  of  Earl  of 
Macarteny.  Their  importance  has  been  since  more 
and  more  proved  by  new  facilities  opening  to  the 
British  trade  in  China,  and  new  respect  to  the  rights 
and  persons  of  Britons  wherever  they  have  access  to 
the  Chinese  territories.  The  Earl  of  Macartney  was 
on  the  8th  of  June  1796,  farther  advanced  to  the 
dignity  of  a  British  Peer,  by  the  title  of  Baron 
Macartney  of  Parkhurst,  in  Sussex. 

He  has  since  crowned  his  public  services  by  the  ad- 
ministration of  the  vioeroyalty  at  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope.  In  this  high  station,  as  in  the  other  offices 
which  he  has  filled,  the  T^vltI  of  Macartney  has  dis* 
played  qualities  which  do  infinite  honour  to  his  head 
as  a  statesman^  and  to  his  feelings  as  a' man. 


THE 


C    89    ] 

I 

THE  EARL  OF  HARRINGTON- 

AMONG  the  many  distinguished  military  charac* 
ters  which  have  graced  the  present  reign,  it  would 
be  difficult  to  select  one,  who,  during  a  period  of 
nearly  thirty  years,  has  evinced  more  zeal  for  the 
honour  of  the  service,  and  of  his  country,  than  the 
Eaii  of  Harrington. 

This  nobleman  was  born  March  20,  1753.  In 
1770,  he  obtained  an  ensigncy  in  the  foot  guards, 
and  in  17749  he  was  advanced  to  the  conmiand  of 
the  light  company  of  the  29th  regiment  of  foot. 

In  the  beginning  of  1776,  Lord  Harrington,  then 
Viscount  Petersham,  exchanged  his  light  company 
for  the  grenadier  company  of  the  29th.  In  February 
that  year,  this  regiment  embarked  at  Chatham,  for 
Quebec,  on  board  the  Isis,  Surprize,  and  Martin 
ships  of  war,  and  four  transports,  under  the  com^* 
mand  of  Lieutenant-colonel  Patrick  Gordon.  The 
three  men  of  war,  commanded  by  Commodore 
Douglas,  arrived  on  the  6th  of  May  in  the  bason  of 
Quebec,  which  city  was  at  that  time  besieged  by  the 
Americans,  under  the  command  of  General  Mont- 
gomery. The  troops  oh  board,  consisting  of  Lord 
Petersham's  grenadiers,  part  of  two  battalion  com- 
panies, and  the  marines,  efiected  a  landing.  The 
remainder  of  the  29th  arrived  a  few  days  after,  and 
did  duty  in  Quebec,  till  the  arrival  of  the  army  from 
Europe,  under  the  command  of  Major-general  Bur- 
goyne,  when  the  whole  was  ordered  up  the  river 
St.  Lawrence,  in  pursuit  of  the  Americans. 

On 
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On  the  8th  June,  the  Americans  attempted  to  cut 
oflF  the  troops  in  the  town  of  Trois  Rivieres,  which 
they  thought  was  occupied  by  a  small  body  of  men, 
but  they  met  with  a  warm  reception,  and  retreated 
into  the  woods. 

The  24th  regiment,  ten  companies  of  grenadiers^ 
and  the  same  number  of  light-infantry,  were  formed 
into  an  advanced  brigade,  under  the  command  o( 
Lieutenant-colonel  Fraser,  of  the  24th  foot,  ap* 
pointed  brigadier-general.  This  brigade  landed  at 
Sorel,  and  pursued  the  Americans  up  the  river 
Richelieu,  to  Chamblec  and  Fort  St.  John,  at  which 
place  the  latter  embarked  in  batteaux,  for  Tlsle 
aux  Noix.  The  advanced  brigade  encamped  at  Fort, 
St.  John,  until  vessels  could  be  procured  to  foUoy^ 
tlie  Americans. 
As  soon  as  the  armament  was  completed,  part  of 
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the  29th  battalion  companies  embarked  on  board  the 
ships  of  war  as  marines,  and  on  the  nth  and  13th 
of  October,  actions  took  place  between  the  British 
fleet,  under  Commodore  Crew,  Admiral  Pringle, 
and  the  Americans,  commanded  by  General  Arnold, 
in  all  of  which  the  British  were  victorious.     The 
advanced,  and  first  brigades,  with  the  artillery  and 
remainder  of  the  29th,  were  in  batteaux,  and  soon 
joined  the  fleet  at  Crown  Point,  where  the  29th  de- 
tachment had  landed,  and  taken  post  in  the  ruins  of 
Fort  Frederick.     The  army  immediately  encamped, 
but  the  weather  setting  in  very  cold  and  stormy,  Sir 
Guy  Carleton  thought  proper  to  defer  the  attack  of 
Ticonderago  till  the   following  spring.    The  army 
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re-embarked,  and  sailed  the  ad  November,  the  fleet 
bringing  tip  the  rear. 

On  arriving  in  Canada,  the  army  was  ordered  into 
winter-quarters.  The  advanced^  brigade  was  can- 
toned on  both  banks  of  the  river  St.  Lawrence,  from 
Montreal^  downwards.  Lord  Petersham's  company 
was  quartered  at  Verchere.  The  29th  battalion  gar- 
risoned Montreal,  to  which  place  his  lordship  often 
went  to  see  Kis  friends. 

In  the  spring  of  1777,  Lieutenant-general  Bur- 
goyne  was  appointed  to  command  a  detachment  of 
Sir  Guy  Carlton's  army,  destined  to  cross  Lake 
Champlain,  for  the  attack  of  Hconderago,  and  to 
effect  a  junction  with  the  southern  army.  Thii 
army,  after  encountering  the  greatest  difficulties, 
and  disputing  every  inch  of  ground  with  the  Ame- 
ricans, infinitely  superior  in  number,  was  obliged 
to  throw  down  their  arms  by  tlie  convention  of 
Saratoga. 

During  this  active  campaign.  Lord  Petersham 
acted  as  an  aid-decamp  to  General  Burgoyne,  and 
his  services  in  that  arduous  capacity  were  particu- 
larly noticed  by  that  unfortunate  general.  Indeed, 
his  lordship  was  on  the  most  intimate  footing  with 
all  the  general  and  other  officers,  particularly  Briga^ 
dier-general  Fraser,  who  often  declared  that  Lord 
Petersham  would  be  one  of  the  first  officers  in  the 
British  army. 

After  the  disastrous  issue  of  the  campaign.  Lord 
Petersham  was  sent  to  England  with  General  Bur- 
goync*s  dispatches,  by  the  way  of  New  York,  and 

no 
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no  person  in  the  army  could  have  been  chosen  more 
proper  to  give  his  Majesty  every  information  on  the 
subject,  than  his  lordship.  Shortly  after  his  lord- 
ship's arrival  in  London,  he  purchased  a  company 
in  the  foot-guards. 

In  1779,  Lord  Petersham  succeeded  to  the  title  of 
Earl  of  Harrington,  in  consequence  of  the  death  of 
his  father ;  and  shortly  after  that  event  he  married 
Miss  Fleming,  daughter  and  co-heiress  of  Sir  Michael 
Fleming,  Bart,  a  lady  of  large  fortune,  and  most 
amiable  manners,  who  has  long  ranked  high  in  the 
esteem  and  fevour  of  the  Queen. 

The  intentions  of  the  French  to  attack  our  West-* 
India  possessions,  being  very  evident,  letters  of  set- 
vice  were  issued,  about  this  time,  to  raise  a  number 
of  new  regiments,  one  of  which  was  given  to  his 
lordship,  who  soon  completed  it  as  the  85th,  and 
shortly  after  embarked  with  it  as  lieutenant-colonel 
commandant,  for  Jamaica.  Major-general  Sir  Archi-. 
bald  Campbell  was  at  that  time  governor  of  the 
island,  and  assisted  by  his  lordship,  he  modelled  his 
little  army  in  a  masterly  manner.     In  the  arrange 
mcnt,  his  lordiihip  was  made  a  brigadier-general, 
with  the  comniand  of  the  flank  companies  of  all  the 


rci^iments. 
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The  great  mortality  which  prevjuls,  more  or  less^ 
in  the  West-Indies,  particularly  in  the  time  of  war, 
soon  reduced  the  gallant  corps  sent  from  England^ 
to  a  small  number.  The  85th  regiment,  one  of  the 
finest  ever  landed  on  any  of  our  tropical  islands, 
suffered  severely ;  and  his  Lordship's  health,  from, 
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)u$  great  military  exertions,  being  injured,  he  nr« 
turned  to  England,  accompanied  by  Lady  Harring* 
ton,  who  insisted  on  sharing  the  fortunes  of  her 
husband,  amidst  the  dangers  of  the  sea,  the  perils 
of  war,  and  the  unhealthiness  of  the  West-Indies. 

On  Lord  Harrington's  return  to  England,  he  met 
with  a  most  gracious  reception  from  his  Majesty, 
(whose  discernment  in  military  matters,  and  atten- 
tion to  discerning  oflkers,  form  conspicuous  traits 
in  his  character),  who  was  pleased  to  nominate  him 
one  of  his  aids-de-camp,^  which  gave  him  the  rank 
of  colonel  in  the  army. 

Lieutenant-general  Calcraft,  of  the  65th  foot, 
dying  shortly  after  the  arrival  of  Lord  Harrington, 
that  regiment  was  presented  to  his  lordship,  which 
he  immediately  joined ;  and  on  its  being  ordered  to 
Ireland,  he  embarked  with  it,  his  amiable  consort 
stiU  accompanying  him/  While  on  Dublin  duty  he 
had  the  command  of  that  garrison,  and  possessed 
the  confidence  of  the  Duke  of  Rutland,  then  lord- 
lieutenant,  in  an  eminent  degree* 

It.  was  during  this  time  that  Lieutenant-general 
David  Dundas,  then  adjutant-general  of  the  Irish 
army,  wished  to  bring  forward  the  system  of  tactics 
which  is  now  adopted  in  our  service.  Lord  Har« 
rington,  whose  knowledge  of  the  military  art  was 
inferior  to  none  of  his  standing,  approved  highly  of 
it,  and  immediately,  with  the  Duke  of  Rutland's  ap- 
probation, tried  it  with  the  65th ;  the  progress  that 
well-disciplined  corps  made  in  these  tactics,  and  the 
evident  utility  to  be  derived  therefrom  in  execution, 

steadiness. 
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Steadiness,  cderity,  suid  order,  was  fiilly  exemplified 
at  the  time,  which  induced  other  regiments  to  fol- 
low  its  example,  and  in  a  short  time  it  became  ge« 
neral  in  both  kingdoms.  In  June  1792,  this  system 
was,  by  his  Majesty's  orders,  directed  to  be  implicidy 
followed  by  every  regiment  in  the  service. 

In  1785,  his  Lordship's  regiment  being  ordered 
to  America,  he  obtained  his  Majesty's  permission  to 
return  to  England,  and  for  the  first  time  since  his 
entrance  upon  a  military  career,  enjoyed  the  tran^ 
quillity  of  leisure,  and  the  sweets  of  a  domestic  lifa 
He  passed  a  few  months  of  the  winter  in  London^ 
but  chiefly  spent  his  time  at  his  seat  in  Derbyshire, 
where  he  was  enabled  to  pursue  the  study  of  his 
profession,  assisted  by  one  of  the  most  valuable  lU 
braries  of  military  authors  in  this  kingdom. 

During  his  Lordship's  retirement  in  Derbyshire, 
a  circumstance  took  place  highly  flattering  to  his 
character.  On  the  death  of  Lieutenant-general 
Evelyn,  colond  of  the  twenty-ninth  regiment,  the 
Earl  QjF  Harrington  had  expressed  a  particular 
wish  to  succeed  to  the  colonelcy  of  that  regiment. 
It  Was,  however,  previously  disposed  6f  to  Lietite^ 
nant  General  Try  on.  In  January,  1788,  the  death 
of  this  officer  occasioning  a  second  vacancy,  an  ex>> 
press  was  immediately  sent  by  the  Secretary  at  War 
to  Lord  Harrington,  at  his  seat  in  Derbyshire,  no« 
tifying,  that  his  Majesty,  bearing  in  recollection  the 
former  wish  of  his  Lordship,  had  appointed  him  to 
the  regiment. 

A  few  weeks  after  his  appointments^  his  Lordship 
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went  down  to  Worcester  to  see  his  regiment,  which 
had  returned  from  America  in  the  November  pre- 
ceeding.  The  joyful  reception  he  experienced  from 
his  old  friends  on  that  occasi<Ml  was  equally  pleasing 
and  honourable  to  him. 

During  the  period  of  Lord  Harrington's  com- 
mand of  this  regiment,  the  nation  was  happily  in  a 
state  of  peace.  Many  opportunities,  however,  oc- 
curred, in  which  the  talents  and  exertions  of  his 
Lordship  were  conspicuously  displayed*  His  regi- 
ment was  honoured  by  the  peculiar  commendation 
of  his  Majesty,  for  their  steady  discipline  and  regu- 
lar conduct  at  Cheltenham  and  at  Windsor,  at  which 
places  it  was  stationed  during  the  royal  residence. 
At  the  latter,  the  regiment,  was  continued  in  garri- 
son for  three  years,  a  circumstance  which  particu- 
larly distinguishes  it^  as  no  regiment  had  ever  re- 
mamed  so  long  on  that  duty* 

In  December,  1792,  his  Majesty  was  pleased  to 
confer  an  additional  mark  of  his  regard  upon  Lord 
Harrington,  by  a^^ointing  him  colonel  of  the  first 
re^&ient  of  lifeguards,  with  the  gc^  stick.  As  an 
infantry  oflker,  the  army  in  jg^neral  knew  his  lord- 
ship's splendid  talents ;  but  as  he  was  now  called  to 
a  new  mode  of  service,  which  he  probably  only  was 
acquainted  with  from  theory,  his  intimate  friends 
were  in  some  measure  a|4>rehensive  for  the  honour 
of  his  reputation ;  but  their  fears  were  groundless, 
as  his  subsequent  conduct  has  evinced. 

At  the  promotion  of  general  officers  in  17939  his 
lordship  was  made  a  Major-general.     During  the. 
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active  campzdgns  on  the  continent^  his  lordship  ap^ 
plied  to  his  Majesty,  that  he  might  be  sent  with  hia 
regiment  to  serve  under  his  Royal  Highness  the 
Buke  of  York}  but  his  appointment  of  gold  stick 
rendered  this  wish  nugatory*  His  Majesty,  however, 
being  desirous  of  becoming  acqudnted  with  certain 
matters  on  the  continent,  and  the  operations  of  the 
arxny,  particularly  the  British,  sent  Lord  Harrington 
on  a  private  mission  to  the  Duke  of  York,  with 
whom  he  remained  for  a  short  time. 

His  lordship  has  since  been  made  Lieutenant- 
general,  and  is  now  second  in  command  on  the 
London  staflF,  his  Royal  Highness  Field-marshal  the 
Duke  of  Gloucester  bring  first,  and  has  also  been 
made  a  privy  counsellor* 

Lord  Harrington  is  a  particular  favourite  of  all 
the  royal  family ;  and,  with  his  lady,  constantly  of 
all  the  private  parties  at  the  Queen's  house.  The 
Duke  of  York  has  a  very  great  friendship  for  him, 
and,  it  is  confidently  said,  pays  much  attention  to 
his  opinion  in  military  matters.  Indeed,  with  re- 
spect  to  dress,  appointments,  and  the  inferior  oeco- 
nomy  of  a  regiment,  hb  lordslup  stands  unrivalled. 
The  present  sword  of  the  army  was  first  introduced 
by  Lord  Harrington,  adopted  by  his  Royal  Highness 
in  the  Coldstream  guards,  and  since  by  his  Majes- 
ty's orders  in  all  regiments. 

In  private  life.  Lord  and  Lady  Harrington  are  a 
most  honourable  instance  of  domestic  happiness. 
They  are  blessed  with  a  numerous  family,  and  are 
examples  of  conjugal  wd  parental  virtue. 
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THE  celebrated  subject  of  t^is  memoir  was  borti 
at  PeteAorotigb,  in  1 743,  His  father  had  at  that  time 
the  small  living  of  Heipestone,  near  3Petert)orough, 
whidh  Tic  held  tiH  his  death.  About  1746  he  ob- 
tained the  valuable  school  at  Giggleswick,  in  York* 
shire,  to  which  *place  he  removed  with  his  family. 
It  has  been  by  rAany  ignorantly  supposed  that  Gig- 
gleswick hud  the  honour  of  giving  birth  to  Dr:  Paley. 

In  his  father*s  school  Dr.  Paley  remained  till  1739, 
when  he  becartie-a  stad^t  of  Christ's  College,  Cam- 
bridge. It  has  been  Said  that  in  the  outset  of  his 
licadtmical  career  his  application  was  neither  regulaf 
nor  intense.  To  a  young  man  of  sixteen,  juft  ab* 
tolved  from  the  severe  restraints  of  a  private  school^ 
and  new  to  the  charms  of  dissipation,  the  college 
life  offers  temptatiotis  which  arc  rtot  easily  resistfed^ 
Whatever  itifluence  'they  might  have  acquired  ovet 
Dr.'Paley's  mind,  he  "Was  soon  able  to  deliver  himself 
from  it.  The  latter  part  of  his  under- graduateship 
was  devoted  unintermittedly  to  the  university  studies. 
He  rose  at  five  o'clock,  aud  saw  no  company  during 
ftc  flay.  At  nine  every  evening  he  supped  alone 
at  an  ion  in  the  Petty-cury,  a^treet  adjoining  to  hi$ 
college,  and  retartied  to  his  rooms  at  ten.  Such 
induftry  will  dways  lead  to  the  object  at  which  he 
aimed.     He  was  senior  wrangler  of  the  year  1763. 

Notwithstanding  this  ardour  of  exertion,  there  is 
reason  to  believe  that  Dr.  Paley  entertained  little  af- 
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fection  for  the  mathematics  and  natural  philosopliy^ 
which  were  in  bis  time  the  sole,  tind  are  now  the  prin« 
cipal  subjects  of  the  Senate-house  examination*  A 
natural  inclination  for  the  study  would  have  been  in- 
Darned  by  the  distinction  it  had  procured  him  ;  and 
it  is  certain^  that  after  he  had  obtained  his  bachelor*^ 
degree,  he  never  seriously  pursued  it  Genius  must 
conspire  with  long-continued  and  indefatigable  tndus* 
try  to  form  a  distinguished  master  in  the  mathemati- 
cal sciences ;  but  every  mind  may  meet  in  them 
with  admirable  exercises  of  its  powers.  In  this  light 
Dr.  Paley  seems  to  have  viewed  them ;  and  at  the 
end  of  three  years  he  might  justly  conclude,  that 
there  ought  to  be  a  period  to  mere  preparation,  and 
that  the  vigour  which  it  bad  bestowed  should  be  ap- 
plied to  an  object. 

The  second  wrangler  of  his  year  was  Mr.  FrerCt 
the  present  member  for  Norwich.  The  immediate 
possession  of  a  handsome  estate  was  promised  to  him 
by  a  relation,  if  he  should  be  declared  the  senior 
wrangler.  The  promise  was  undoubtedly  made  to 
encourage  the  exertions  of  Mr.  Frere;  and  it  is 
therefQre  reasonable  to  suppose  that  it  was  executed. 

Dr.  Paley  was  a&sisted  in  his  studies  by  the  late 
Judge  Wilson,  who  was  at  that  time  a  private  tutor 
of  very  great  celebrity.  In  the  intercourse  brought 
on  by  this  engagement,  the  tutor  and  pupil  imbibed  a 
inutual  esteem,  and  the  foundation  was  laid'  of  a 
lasting  and  intimate  friendship  between  them.  Judge 
Wilson  was  born  in  an  obscure  part  of  Westmoreland. 
In  17  i7  he  was  admitted  a  student  of  Peter- House, 

Cambridge. 


▲fiCRDEACON  PALBT.  99 

Cambfidge.     In  176D,  whi!e  not  a  bachelor  of  arts, 
he  was  elevated  into  considerable  notice  by  the  part 
be    took  in  a  dispute  which  greatly   agitated   the 
university.  On  a  vacancy  in  the  Lucasian*  Professor- 
ship, Dr.  Waring  offered  himself  a  -candidate,  and 
published  a  work  to  prove  the  justice  of  his  preten- 
sions.    The  celebrated  Dr.  Powell,  at  that  time  fel- 
low of  St.  John's  College,  who  supported  another  can* 
didate,  immediately  published  a  very  severe  criticism 
on  the  work.     He  was  answered  by  Wilson,  and 
afterwards  by  Waring  himself.     This   produced   a 
rejoinder  from  Powell,  and  the  rejoinder  was  met  by 
a  reply  from  Waring,  now  established  in  the  profes- 
6orship%     The  controversy  interests  the  present  age 
only,    from    the    names    of    the    controversialist!), 
Powcirs  criticism  displays  a  supercilious  contempt  of 
Waring,  then  a  young  man,  and  profound  ignorance 
of  his  work.     Wilson^s  answer  is  temperate  but  keen, 
and  displays  the .  mistakes  of  his  adversary  in  the 
strongest  light.    Waring*s  answer  is  equally  tem- 
perate, and  the  neatness  of  the  composition  gives 
occasion  to  Powell  to  insinuate  that  he  was  assisted  ici 
writing  it.     The  mathematicians  were  completely 
triumphant ;  and  Powell  left  a  useful  proof  of  the  dis* 
grace  and  ridicule  which  may  be  incurred  by  a  man 
of  the  first  genius,  who,  stepping  out  of  the  circle 

*  It  is  worth  400I.  per  annum,  and  has  been  filled  by  Dr.Barrot^, 
Sir  Isaac  Newton,  Whiston,  Dr.  Sanderson,  Colson,  and  Dr» 
'^^''aringy  who  was  succeeded  by  Dr*  Milner,  Master  of  Queen's 
College,  and  Dean  of  Carlisle. 
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of  his  studies,  presomcs  to  decide  on  subjects  d( 
which  he  is  ignorant. 

Tie  turn  of  Judge  Wilson's  mind  led  bim  str6ngly 
to  mathematical  inquiries  ;  but  msitbematical  menit 

» 

of  the  most  distinguished  kind  is  rewarded  by  little 
besides  fame :  he  therefcfre  determined  to  study  the 
•kw,  and,  till  his  profession  became  lucrative,  sop* 
ported  himself  by  priv&te  pupils  at  Cambridge,  where 
he  resided  part  of  the  yean  The  union  which  be  ex» 
^ibited  of  abilities  and  application  must  have  been 
«ittcndcd  by  the  poss^on  of  extensive  legal  know* 
Jedge  ;  bnt  he  did  not  excel  ki  speaking,  and  could 
never  become  eminent  at  the  bar*  it  appears^  how- 
ever, that  his  character  stood  bigh^as  he  was  created  t 
judge  when  of  not  more  than  the  usual  standing.  His 
dtnth  happened  shortly  after  his  elevation ;  and  as 
the  highest  dignities  of  the  daw  are  be^tovi^ed  on  its 
^eat  public  characters^  we  may  conclude  that  he 
^icd  in  the  lull  maturity  of  his  honours.  *  . 

Immediately  after  he  obtaincdiis  bachelor's  degree, 
Dr.  Paley  accepted  the  situation  of  assistant  to  the 
school  at  Greenwich)  and  left  college.  The  exqui* 
Btte  and  classical  acting  of  Garrick  had  at  that  time 
difiined  among  literary  men  an  universal  fondness  for 
^eexhibitions  of  the  stage,  in  which  Dr.  Paley  very 
largely  participated^  and  the  vicinity  of  London  to 
Greenwioh  enabled  him  frequently  to  indulge  it. 
Wbene^fer  his  engagements  permitted  him,  and 
Garrick's  appearance  was  advertised,  he  used  to  visit 
the  theatre.  He  chose  bis  seat  in  the  pit,  and  in  a  part 
of  it  near  the  stage,  having  observed  that  Churchill, 

the 
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the  first  stage-critic  of  his  time,  always  stood  witb 
his  arm  leaning  on  the  orch&tra. 

After  remaining  about  three  yeans  at  Greenwich, 
he  returned  to  Christ*8  College,  and  was  dected  a 
iellow  of  that  society.  Soon  afterwards  he  was 
associated  in  the  tuition  together  with  the  present 
Bishop  of  Elphin  (Dr.  Law).  Dr.  Shepherd,  the  lato 
Flumian  Professor,  was  the  principal  tutor,  and  tak-* 
ing  one  half  of  the  profits  for  himself  divided  tbo 
remaining  half  between  Paley  asd  Law.  The  cha^ 
racters  of  the  assistants  soon  filled  the  college,  and 
they  were  not  slow  in  discovering  their  consequence. 
They  insisted  on  what  Dr.  Law  called  a  trisection ; 
and  after  a  long  and  obstinate  resistance.  Dr.  Shep«- 
berd  was.  persuaded  to  he  content  with  receiving 
one  third  of  the  profits  of  the  tuition,  and  not  con- 
tributing a  lecture  to  its  support. 

The  character  oi  Dr.  Shepherd  was  very  extraordi«i 

nary.    With  no  pretensions  to  mathematical  exed*. 

leoce,  he  sncceeded  One  of  the  first  niathematicians 

of  the  age,  the  late  Dr.  Smith,  in  a  professorship 

which  was  filled  at  its  first  institution  by  Cotes^ 

and  after  Cotes  by  Smith,    He  always,  endeavoured 

to  maintain  the  reputation  of  a  scholar  versed  in  na« 

tural  pbiloiDphy;   and  being  acquainted  with  the 

otttaides  of  things,  and  able  to  display  some  know* 

ledge  <^  them,  often  succeeded.    Several  of  the  most 

eminent  mathematical  instrument  makers  in  London 

looked  up  to.  him  as  a  leading  character  in  science, 

aad  were  under  his  direciioD.    Of  music  he  had  real 

knowledge,  and  his  skill  in  it  introduced  him  to  the 

H3  acquaintance 
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acquaintance  of  Dr.  Smith,  who  studied  it  as-  a  phi- 
losopher, and  has  left  a  treatise  on  harmonics.  The 
vrorld  he  had  observed  with  diligence,  and  he  was  an 
adept  in  business.  During  the  latter  part  of  his  life 
his  residence  was  in  London.  His  connections  among 
the  great  were  very  extensive,  to  whom  he  was 
recommended  by  his  musical  talents,  and  a  fondness 
for  their  notice,  which  always  leads  to  its  own  gra^ 
tificatibn.  He  died  a  few  yenrs  ago  possessed  of  a 
large  fortune,  which  he  had  created  himself. 

After  his  return  to  college.  Dr.  Paley's  time  was 
Ipent  in  great  exertion.  His  public  lectures  were  pre- 
pared with  much  study  and  labour;  and  he  bestowed 
some  hours  of  every  day  on  private  pupils.  His  lectures 
on  ^^  Moral  and  Political  Philosophy**  were  an  ana- 
lysis of  his  celebrated  work  on  those  subjects ;  and 
the  notes  preserved  by  his  pupils  have  given  occasion 
to  some  accusations  of  want  of  originality  in  the  work. 
Many  of  the  arguments  in  the  Evidences  of  Christia- 
nity are  said  to  have  been  stated  in  his  lectures  on  the 
Greek  Testament.  The  mathematical  and  metaphy- 
sical departments  were  assigned  to  Dr.  Law,  who  had 
a  taste  for  mathematics,  and  persevered  in  the  study 
with  an  ardor  which  taste  alone  can  inspire.  The 
university  has  seldom  seen  such  a  combination  of  ta- 
lents; and  the  circumstance  will  be  remembered,  but 
cannot  be  expected  soon  to  recur,  of  the  students  in 
a  small  college  hearing  a  Law  explain  the  difficulties 
of  Locke  and  Newton,  and  a  Paley  deliver  the  prin- 
ciples of  moral  and  political  philosophy^  and  the  evK 
deuces  of  Christianity. 

This 
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'  This  union  of  labours  cemented  the  intimate  friend- 
ship between  Dr.  Paley  and  Dr.  Law,  which  was  fy 
honorable  to  both,  and  afterwards  fo  ufeful  to  Dr. 
Paley.  It  was  (bunded  on  mutual  admiration  and 
esteem,  and  must  have  derived  additional  strength  on 
Dr.  Law's  part  from  the  pleasure  of  conferring  fa* 
vours,  and  on  Dr.  Paley *s  from  gratitude  for  having 
received  them. '  While  in  college,  the  greateii  part 
of  the  time  which  the  business  of  their  situations  al* 
lowed  them  they  spent  together.  In  the'  vacations* 
they  made  excursions  into  difierent  parts  of  the  king-' 
dom,  travelling  in  a  gig,  and  attendl^d  by  a  fervant.^ 
In  an  excursion  to  Bath,  they  were  informed  at  the 
kin  that  a  gentleman,  who  was  aIone>  wished  to  sup* 
with  .them.  They  immediately  sent  an  invitation; 
and  he*  sat  with  them  to  a  late  hour.  The  gentleman^' 
was  unknown  to  both  ;  btit  they  agreed  in  thinking' 
htm  the  pleasantest  companion  they  hiid  ever  met* 
with.  It  afterwards  appeared  that  they  had  been  enjoy-* 
ing  the  conversation  of  the  celebrated  John  ff^ilkes^  ^ 
The  Hyson  Club,  of  which  Gilbert  Wakefield  has 
left  so  copious  an  account  in  the  memoirs  of  his  own- 
life,  could,  in  the  earlier  part  of  Dr.  Paley  *s  residence 
in  Cambridge,  boaft  of  many  of  its  original  members. 
It  was  founded  by  the  Wranglers  of  Dr.  Waring*s 
year.  They  met,  as  the  name  itself  of  the  club  de- 
clares, to  drink  tea.  ^o  particular  subject  was  dis- 
cussed :  the  conversation  was  that  of  literary  men 
unbending  themselves.  Dr.  Paley  was  eleded  a  mem- 
ber immediately  after  hcbecana^  aTellow  of  Christ's 
College,  and  a  Very  great  intimacy  always  subsisted 

H  4  between 
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htA9iit$n  hkn  and  W^>fig  and  Jebb^  H^  two  mod 
^ftiagpuiflhed  ornamef|t$  of  the  society. 

Pr.  Gordon^  the  late  Precentor  of  Liacoln,  wa&  a 
f>ei)fiW  of  the  Hysoo.  Between  him  ackd  Dr.  Jebb 
\\^XP  exijsted  a  perpetu^il  difiereiKe  of  opinjooj  whici^ 
gave  rise  to  perpetual  argument.  Dr.  Gprdou  was  si 
Tory  of  the  last  age^  both  in  reh'gion.  apd  politics* 
i)r.  J^hb  was  a  l^big,  ii>  the  greateft  latitude  c^  thet 
dtoonaii^ataoQ..  In  all  their  contests  Dr^  Gor4pn» 
thoDg}^  a»  m^n  pfgr^t  abilities^  was  the  sai^eve^:  he 
viw  I^iot.ifind  internperate,  whik  the  coolnesa  of  Jebb 
inAh  onaUedihiia  to  perceive  the  advantages  of  the  ar^ 
g^9iQQt^  and  pr^udiced  the  hearers  in  bis  favour*  In  a 
4J8pute  concermng  the  innovati<Mis  which  Dr.  Jebb 
was  at.  that  Unie  proposing  in  our  religious  establish-* 
inenjts^  Dr.  Qordop^  with  his  usual  heat^  satd^  <<  Yoit 
*^  roeaO)  Sir,  to  force  on  us  a  new  church  gov^em-- 
*f  n>eot."  "  You  are.  mistaken/*  obferved  Dr.  Baley^ 
*'  Jebb  only  wants  to  ride  his  own  horse^  uot  to  ofaJigo 
**  you  to  get  up  behind  hino." 

When  the  regiu&i  professorship*  of  divinity  waa 
liaeant  by  the  death  of  Dr.  RuLherfortfai  Dr.  Gordoa 
apd  the  present  Bishop  of  Llandaflf  contested  the  sue* 
cession.  The  Bishop  of  UandafiTs  interest  was  mani* 
festly  superior,  and  it  was  evident  that  he  would  be. 
the  successful  candidate.  It  was  necessary,  however^ 
befbre  he  could  hold  tbe^rofessorship,  that  he  should 
be  created  doctor  of  divinity^  and  it  was  the  duty  of 
Dr.  Gordon^  as  the  acting  professor,  to  create  him. 


•^w 
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1^  bis  speech  tn  the  occaeioo  he  remarked  the  pecu- 
liarity of  the  case.*  "  I  am  treating,"  said  be,  *^  a 
•*  son  who  is  to  destroy  his  fether/' 

The  intimacy  between  !>.  Palqr  and  Dr*  Waring 
ipias  between  two  micids  totally  dissimilar.   Dr.  Paley's 
abilities  have  always  been  exerted  to  advance  and  ia-< 
cilitate  useful  knowledge  ]  Dr»  Waring's  were  perpe^ 
tually  employed  on  subjects  the  most  useless,  the  raosb 
perplexing  and  perplexed  that  could  be  ofiered  to  the 
biiiman  mind*    His  genius  vas^mfithematical^  ahiiifal 
sjtrengtb  appeared  in  abstract  algebra,  not  in  geometry 
Qf  natural  philosophy.    His  admirers  may  probably» 
qxcttse  what  he  has  done,  by  urging  what  remained 
to  be  done.     But  a  wide  field  is  ycit  c^n  to  mathe* 
qiaticians.    There  is  no  reason  to  persuade  us,  that 
t^e  future  eaiertions  of  genius  may  not  unfold  secrets 
<^  nature  as  numerous  and  as  valuable  as  those  whicb 
have  been  already  investigated*    Let  us  heatr  from 
W)9uring  himself  what  he  has  perfixmed  in  one  of  hi9 
greateil  works :  ^^  Hisce  medhationibtts  fims  JMi  hnpo'^ 
nendus  est ;  hec  cc^tetUus  qMod  transfwtfmtiones^  metJuh- 
3f4$  dtteg^ndi  iwfQmhiles^  affirmathas^  €t  ngga^fuas  ira^ 
^ceSy  constiSutionei^  reduciknes,  el  sohtionesy  aquatic  ■ 
mm  exierminatiioneSj  irratkrudimtt  qmautitatum  %  etfr^*- 
frieiates  mtegrarum  mtmerorum^  ef  aquaftormmy  &c.  z 
moHs,  nifalhr  magis  generalibus  quam  ah  aliis factum  est 
tradiderim.^ — Med.  AJg.  Ed.  1782,  adjinem. 


■*■*■ 


*  The  Profiessor  addresses  the  peiBon  created  by  the  title  of 
<«  Filius." 

^  I  am  mow  to  conctti^  Ihese  meditations ;  and  I  am  content 
with  Wing  explained  in  a  more  general  manner  than  any  preced* 

ing 


106  AnCHDEACON  PALEY» 

ft 

No  one  can  be  even  most  superficially  acquainted 
vith  !>•  Wiring's  works,  without  feeling  convinced 
that  he  was  possessed  of  extraordinary  abilities  ;  but' 
this  conviction  must  be  attended  by  regret  that  they 
were  exerted  so  little  to  the  benefit  of  mankind.  The 
primary  and  professed  object  of  the  work  already  men- 
tioned is  to'facilitate  the  solution  of  a  general  equa* 
tion  of  n  dimensions.*  In  the  firil  place,  if  the 
equation  could  be  solved,  no  purpose  of  natural  phi- 
losophy would  be  promoted.  In  the  second  place, 
it  cannot  be  solved  :  nothing  therefore  has  been  done^' 
except  to  make  a  few  advances  to  an  object  which 
will  never  be  attained.  It  may  be  asserted,  and  will 
be  allowed,  that  the ^^  Meditatimes  Algebraica^  con- 
tain many  beautiful  theorems,  and  display  profound 
algebraical  skill  t  but  the  skill  has  been  misapplied  to 
a  useless  subject ;  and  a  few  beauties  cannot  atone 
ioT  the  harshness,  the  obscurity,  and  the  total  absence 
of  interesting  matter,  which  form  the  general  charao^ 
ter  of  the  book« 

'  Dr.  Waring  used  to  assert,  that  his  writings  were 
understood  only  by  two  or  three  mathematicians  in 


ing  writers  can  boast  of,  transformations,  the  methods  of  disco- 
vering impossible,  positive  and  negative  roots,  the  nature  of 
equations,  the  reducing  and  solving  them,  the  exterminating 
irrational  quantities  from  them,  the  properties  of  whole  numbers, 
equations,  &c. 

*  The  equation  is  generally  written  thus  : 

*  -^px       -^-qx       '^crc.  sso 
and  since  the  greatest  index  is  »,  the  equation  is  said  to  be  of  «  dt« 
mensions. 

Europe^ 
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Europe,  and  at  the  same  time  used  to  examine  the  B. 
A.  candidates  for  Dr.  Smithes  prizes  in  them.  What 
then  could  bis  examination  be  considered  but  an 
annual  experiment,  how  much  a  bachelor  of  arts 
could  remember  of  what  he  did  not  understand  ? 

But  whatever  may  be  the  character  of  his  writings, 
his  own  was  such  as  to  secure  the  affection  and  eiieem 
of  all  who  enjoyed  his  acquaintance.  Among  those 
who  survive  him^  Dr.  Paley  joins  in  regarding  his 
memory  with  the  greatest  respect.  Their  attachment 
was  founded  on  the  goodness  of  his  hearty  the  into* 
grity  of  his  principles,  on  his  genius  and  knowledge  ; 
not  on  the  charms  of  his  conversation,  which  is  repre* 
aented  as  unentertaining,  nor  on  the  fascination  of 
his  manners,  which,  at  least  in  the  earlier  part  of  his 
life,  were  destitute  of  all  attractive  polish.  It  b 
mentioned  that  at  the  Hyson  Club,  when  be  wished 
to  explain  a  mathematical  subject,  he  used  to  dip 
his  finger  into  a  tea*cup  and  draw  a  figure  on  the 
table,  without  very  accurately  observing  whether  the 
tea-cup  was  his  own.  There  was  about  him  a  stm* 
plicity  and  an  ignorance  of  the  world,  which  amused  his 
friends  while  it  engaged  their  affection.  This  part 
of  his  charapter  will  behest  displayed  by  an  anecdote. 

When  he  married  he  left  Cambridge,  and  resided 
in  a  house  at  a  short  distance  from  it.  As  soon  as 
Dr.  Paley  heard  that  he  was  arrived  with  his  bride  at 
his  new  house,  he  set  off  with  another  friend  to  call 
upon  him.  The  house  was  large,  and  in  passing 
along  they  observed  a  number  of  rooms  without  an 
article  of  furniture  in  them.    At  length  they  were 

introduced 
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introduceti  to  Dr.  and  Mts.  Waring,  'whom  thejr 
found  sitting  in  a  spacious  apartnient,  which  contain* 
ed  only  two  chairs  and  a  stnaU  table.  On  their 
mentioning  their  surprize  at  this  scene  of  desolatioD^ 
with  which  Mrs«  Waring  expressed  herself  much  burt^ 
the  Doctor  observed,  that  he  had  always  considered 
women  as  the  best  judges  of  furniture,  and  had  ima* 
^ned  that  be  should  consult  Mrs,  Waring's  inolina^ 
lions  most  efFectoally,  by  bringing  her  to  an  emj^y 
bouse,  which  she  might  furnish  aocording  to  her  owa 
will  and  pleasure. 

:  When  an  edition  of  the  Miscellanea  Analytica  waa 
printed,  in  1774,  Dr.  Paiey  corrected  the  press.  As  h^ 
bad  neglected  mathematical  studies  during  some  years 
before  that  time,  and  only  long  application  and  great 
exertion  would  have  enabled  him  to  understand  such 
a  work,  it  is  probable  that  he  merely  attended  to  tha 
orthographical  errors.  Dr.  Waring  acknowledged 
the  obligation  at  the  end  of  bis  pre&cc,  in  the  follow-; 
ing  high  compliment :  '^  In  h^e  of  ere  edendo  fhrimant 
deheo  suris  viri  Reverendi  Gul.  Paley,  in  litieris  kftmanU 
0rihiSi  et  iheolagicis  eruditissimiy  et  in  veritatis  inves'^ 
ftgativne  ingenii  'viribus  maximi  poUeniis^** 

During  bis  residence  in  the  university.  Dr.  Paley 
was  a  frequent  and  very  popular  preacher  at  St« 
Mary's.     Whatever  was  the  subject  he  selected,  he 


«.— f 


*  For  his  aMistaoce  in  the  cditiog  of  this  ivork,  \  am  greatly 
indebted  to  the  Rev.  W,  Paley,  a  gentleman  whp  is  distinguished 
by  his  attainments  in  polite  and  sacred  literature,  and  who  exertt 
in  the  investigation  of  truth  an  extraordinary  vigour  of  under- 
standing.  ... 

never 


%e^eirfiit1ed  to  place  it  in  a  new  and  dirtinct  point  of 
view.  His  sermons  Tinerri*DOt  reconnnended  by  a 
ftplendkl  and  oratorical  style,  and  his  manner  of  deli* 
vering  them,  though  imprcssivB,  was  not  graceful ; 
tHit  they  contained  something  so  origrnal  and  terse, 
V6  satisfactory  and  instructive,  that  they  never  failed 
iX)  engage  the  attention  and  excite  the  admiration  of 
his  hearers.  He  did  not  preach  to  men  of  learning 
«Ione ;  he  had  the  happy  art  of  familiarizing  tht 
most  difficult  points,  and  of  presenting  his  ideas  in  a 
form  which  was  interesting  to  the  highest  capacityi 
«nd  ifiteflHgible  to  the  meanest.  * 

Of  bis  sermons  very  few  have  been  given  to  th* 
public,  and  those  have  been  preached  on  public  oc^ 
<;asions,  Ganganelli  used  to  allege  to  his  friendsi 
who  enquired  wby  be  published  none  of  his  writings^ 
that  he  thought  therewere  already  too  many  books  in 
the  world  ;  and  Dr.  Paley  may  probably  be  deterred 
(com  publishing  bis  sermons  by  tbe  just  idea  thatoirr 
libraries  are  already  crowded  by  the  labours  of  voJa* 
luminous  preachers.  But  of  those  which  load  out 
shelves,  how  many  wait  lor  the  signal  of  dismission 
in  the  appearance  of  more  eloquent  successors  ?  The 
perspicuity  and  didactic  force  of  his  style,  his  felicity 
in  seiEing  whatever  is  most  useful  and  important  in 
fevery  subject, and  placing  it  in  the  most  striking  lights 
would  render  his  discourses  a  valuable  addition  to 
sacred  literature ;  they  would  exist  an  ornament  and 
li  bulwark  of  rational  religion .       ' 

When  Lord  Camden  was  sent  to  tbe  UTiivershyi 
an  offer  was  made  to  Pr,  Paley  of  the  ^situation  -  of 

6  private 
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private  tutor  to  his  Lordship,  which  his  engagementi 
prevented  him  from  accepting.  By  declining  this 
offer  he  missed  the  Irish  bishopric^  which  has  beea 
bestowed  on  Dr.  Porter. 

In  1 773  Dr.  Law  left  college*  His  father,  the  late 
Dr.  Edmund  Law,  had  been  promoted  to  the  Bi« 
ihopric  of  Carlisle  in  1768,  and  was  now  able  to  be* 
stow  considerable  preferments  on  his  eldest  son.  Dr. 
Paley  must  have  greatly  regretted  the  loss  of  the 
partner  ofbis  labours  and  his  leisure,  whose  exertions, 
added  to  bis  own,  had  at  that  time  elevated  the  college 
to  an  unexampled  pitch  of  reputation.  Every  cham- 
ber was  filled,  and  their  pupils  overflowed  into  lodg- 
ings in  the  town  Many  of  thefe  pupils  were  men  of 
great  fortune,  who  besides  paying  largely  to  the  pub. 
lie  tutor,  paid  in  addition  for  private  instruction. 

In  1776  Dr.  Paley  left  college  and  married.  When 
be  married,  the  only  preferment  he  held  was  the  small 
living  of  Dalston,  in  Cumberland,  which  was  given 
to  him  by  the  Bishop  of  Carlisle.  The  large  income 
Ivhich  he  enjoyed  from  his  college  situation  would  not 
have  been  given  up,  but  with  the  expectation  of  some- 
thing more  considerable  ;  an  expectation  which  was 
doubtless  founded  on  the  triecf  friendship  of  Dr.  LaW| 
and  the  promises  of  the  Bishop  of  Carlisle.  In  a  very 
short  time  he  was  presented  to  the  valuable  living 
Appleby,  in  Westmoreland,  which  he  held  with 
Dalston. 

It  is  said  that  the  living  of  Appleby  was  given  to 
Dr.  Paley  with  the  condition  of  his  publishing  the 
*^  Moral  and  Political  Pbilosopby/*    The  foundation 

or 
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of  this  work,  as  it  has  been  already  menttotied^  tVas 
contained  in  the  lectures  on  morals  which  he  deliver- 
ed to  his  college  pupils.  These  were  of  course  com- 
municated to  Dr.  Law,  who,  anxious  for  the  fame  of 
his  friend,  and  the  instruction  of  the  world,  exerted 
all  his  influence  to  persuade  Dr.  Paley  to  enlarge 
them  to  their  present  form,  and  give  them  to  the 
public.  Judging  of  the  fate  of  his  own  work  from 
what  had  happened  to  other  writings  on  the  same 
object,  he  was  unwilling,  after  bis  marriage^  to  ba» 
zard  the  expence  of  prititing  a  book  which  would  not 
be  bought.  No  doubts  were  entertained  by  the  Bi- 
shop of  Carlisle  and  Dr.  Law  concerning  the  success 
of  the  work ;  and  in  giving  the  living  of  Appleby 
with  this  condition,  they  had  the  pleasure  of  consider* 
ing  that  they  conferred  on  Dr.  Paley  two  obligations. 

In  1782  Dr.  Law  was  created  Bishop  of  Clonf^rt, 
and  the  archdeaconry  of  Carlisle,  which  he  vacalled 
by  this  promotion,  was  given  to  Dr.  Paley.  Tbia, 
though  the  most  honourable,  was  the  least  lucrative 
of  the  preferments  held  by  Dr.  Law.  It  is  supposed 
that  when  the  bishopric  was  offered  him,  a  promise 
was  required  from  the  Bishop  of  Carlisle  of  the  greater 
part  of  what  he  held  for  a  person  on  whom  the  Duke 
of  Portland^  then  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  wished 
to  bestow  it.  Dr.  Paley  accompanied  him  to  Dublio 
and  Clonferty  and  preached  the  sermon  at  his  conse* 
eration,  which  has  since  been  published.  About  this 
time  he  exchanged  the  living  of  Appleby  for  a  stall  ia 
the  cathedral  of  Carlisle, 

In  1785  appeared  "  The  Principles  of  Moral  and 

Political 
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Politica!  Philosophy/*    In  the  dedication  to  the  K-^ 

shop  of  Carlisle,  the  merits  of  his  Lordship's  character 

are  displayed  without  flattery,  and  the  favours  con^ 

ferred  by  him  on  the  author  are  acknowledged  in  k 

manly  and  becoming  style  of  gratitude.     ^^  Had  the 

*'  obligations,"  says  Dr.  Paley,  *•  which  I  owe  to  your 

'•*  Lordship's  kindness 'been  much  fewer,  or  much  lesft 

than   they   are ;  had  personal  gratitude  left  any 

place  in  my  mind  for  deliberation,  or  for  enqtiiry, 

in  selecting  a  name  which  every  reader  might  con*- 

fcss  to  be  prefixed  with  propriety  to  a  work,  that  in 

many  of  its  parts  bears  no  obscure  relation  to  tbe 

general  principles  of  natural  and  revealed  religion^ 

I  diould  ha\^  found  myself  directed  by  many  con*- 

siderations  to  that  of  the  Bisbbp  of  Carlisle.     A 

**  long  life  spent  in  the  mart  interesting  of  all  human 

•**  pursuits,  the  investigation  of  moral  and  religious 

'**  truth,  in  constant  and  unwearied  endeavours  to  acf- 

^*  Vance  the  discovery,  success,  and  communicatioh 

**  of  both  ;  a  life  so  occupied,  and  arrived  at  that  pe- 

**  riod  which  renders  every  life  venerable,  command^ 

"  respect  by  a  title  which  no  virtuous  mind  will  di^ 

•*  pute,  which  no  mind  sensible  of  the  importance  of 

**  these  studies  to  the  supreme  concernments  of  mai>- 

"  kind,  will  not  rejoice  to  see  acknowledged.'*  Aftc^ 

"Stating  the  controversies  in  which  his  Lordship  bad 

been  engaged,  he  adds,  "At  a  time  when  some  men  ap- 

**  pear  not  to  perceive  any  good,  and  others  to  suspect 

**  an  evil  tendency,in  that  spirit  of  examination  and  ref- 

• 

**  search  which  isgone  forth  in  Christian  countries,  thh 
*  testimony  is  become  due,  not  only  to  the  probity  of 

"  your 
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**  your  Lordship's-  views,  but  to  the  general  cause  of 
«*  inteHectual  and  religious  liberty/*  The  conclusion 
is  peculiarly  beautiful ;  and  the  whole  diedication 
may  be  safely  compared,  in  the  propriety  of  its  topics, 
in  its  elegance  aiid  dignity,  with  any  composition  of 
the  same  kind  in  the  English  language* 
.  Writers  on  morals  have  always  abounded.  Of  those 
who  flourished  in  Greece  and  Rome,  .the  names  of 
many  have  been  preserved,  and  the  works  of  some 
have  survived.  The  "  Ubri  de  Officiis'^  of  Cicero,  the 
most  perfect  treatise  on  the  subject  which  appeared 
among  the  antients,  and  an  epitome  of  all  that  pre* 
ceded  it,  has  come  down  to  us  without  mutilation. 
But  the  morality  of  an  heathen  will  to  a  Christian 
enquirer  be  at  least  incomplete,  and  the  continual  ap* 
plication  of  his  principles  to  the  circumstances  of  an 
inhabitant  of  Rome,  which  must  at  first  have  added 
8o  much  to  the  interest  of  Cicero's  work,  renders  It 
less  useful  to  the  modem  world.  It  is  now  consulted 
from  motives  of  literary  curiosity^  pot  for  the- purposes 
of  moral  instruction. 

The  Germans,  who  have  laboured  so  mdch  in  every 
branch  of  literature,  have  in  this  exerted  tMve  than 
their  usual  industry^  Theiihraries  of  the  German 
universities  are  crowded  Ivith  the  voluminous  writ- 
ings  of  th^ir  Professors  of  moral  philosophy.  Most 
of  these  are  in  ^he  form  of  commentaries  or  lectures 
on  the  celebrated  book  of  Grotius,  '^  De  Jure  Pads  et 
BeiUy*  whiq})  first  exoited  in  Europe  an  ardour  for  the 
study  of  morals  as  a  science.    This  book,  at  its  ap> 
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pearapce^  was  in  the  hsatid^  of  kings  and  statesmeit. 
The  great  GustavUa  was  to  pleased  with  the  perasat 
of  it^  that  be  determined  to  invite  the  Author  into  his 
service,*  and  Queen  Chfisttnayat  the  suggestion  6f  bef 
ChanceUor^  Oxenstern,  employed  hkn  eleven  years  a» 
her  embassador  at  Paris.     Charles  Lewis^  the  Electot 
of  Fatot;in0^  valued  the  book  so  highly,  that  he  ap* 
pointed  Pu^endovf  to  fead  kctnres  on  it  ifi  the  uoi^ 
versity  of  Heidelberg ;  and  ta  this  appointnient  we 
owe  the  work  of  FnffendoH;  which  yields  in  celebrity 
only  to  that  of  his  mafter.    Bot  of  theise  writings  Dr» 
Faley  jaetly.  observes^  '^  that  they  are  of  too  forensie 
^^  a  cast^  too*  mttck  mixed  up  witb  the  civil  law  and 
^^  jurisprudence  of  Germany^  ti>  answer  precisely  the 
^  design  of  a  system  c^  etbics--*^the  direction  of  the 
^^  g^neoal  conduct  of  hnmen  life  ^  and  that  they  are 
^  AXHre  occupied  in  describing  the  rights  and  usages 
^  of  itidcperldent  coouniiirutios,  than  is  ilecessary  in  a 
^  work  which  professeis^not  to  adjust  the  correspon*^ 
^^  denceof  nations,  btil  to  delineate  tb^  offices  of  do^ 
«  mestic  life/* 

From  tlic  writers  in  bnr  own  language  Dr.  Palcy 
had  Jittle  to  feiu-*  Those  who  taught  the  last  century 
bavf^'li^tog  teposcd  in  ^oblivion*.  Dr.  tlutherforth's 
tr^at'tsets  never  consulted  but  by  professed  students ; 
and  the  essays  of  Mr*  Htfme  can  scarcely  be  thought 
to  cofnt)rehend  the  SGie<K:d  of  morals.  His  system  is 
imperfect)  and  all  but  infidel  readers  must  confess 
that  its  principle  is  enronebus.    Nothing  had  yet  been 

till  iiTi|       I  r-|       -         rw  '-  rr       i^    ■■■ijjl    i    ■  i  ■     i'      i     -— *■  — 
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produced  to  oppose  a  work  which  should  derive  fnom 
rational  and  religious  sources  the  conclusions  of  mo^ 
rals,  and  apply  them  with  brevity  and  precision  .to. 
the  existing  condition  of  human  society. 

ITie  first  edition  of  the  •'  Moral  and  Political  Phi^  . 
losophy'*  appeared  in  17B5,  and  a  thirteenth  was  pub^ 
lisbed  in  1800;  the  demand  for  it  was  therefore  nearly 
at  the  rate  of  an  edition  every  year.  This  extraoirdi-, 
nary  circulation  may  without  difficulty  be  accounted 
for.  It  was  very  soon  introduced  into  the  university 
of  Cambridge,  as  a  book  of  examination  ;  an  honour 
in  which  it  participates  with  tbe  works  of  NewtoQ 
and  Locke.  This  circumstance  insured  it  among  the 
students  an  annual  succession  of  purchasers.  Its  at^ 
tractions  to  tbe  general  reader  are  uncommonly  great. 
It  presents  a  subject  which  has  always  been  consider*- 
ed  as  harsh  and  difficult,  in  the  most  agreeable  and 
most  intelligible  form.  Its  references  tb  actual  situa^ 
tions  perpetually  arrest  tbe  attention  s  we  sit  dowa 
to  be  informed  of  our  duty,  and  are  surprised  to  meet 
with  amusement.  No  one  whose  weak  or  vitiated 
faculties  do  not  incapacitate  him  for  the  enjoyment 
of  serious  speculations,,  will  deny  that  the  **  Moral 
and  Political  Philosophy"  is  a  boc^.  of  entertainment. 
In  the  science  of  morals,  conclusions  of  matbemaii> 
ttcal  certainty  are  not  attainable.  However  clear  may 
be  the  principle,  however  accurate  the  deductions, 
room  must  always  be  left  for  cavil  and  objection. 
Every  book  of  general  popularity  wjll  meet  with  par«> 
ticular  opposition ;  and  tbe  oppoentton  met  with  by 
tbe  philosoj^hy  ofDnPaley  ha&  heoi^  fully  in  jm^por* 
i  1 2  tion 


tion  to  its  popularity.  Some  no  doubt  hate  disap- 
proved of  his  optotons,  after  bestowing  on  them  a  fair 
and  candid  consideration;  but  many  have  condemned 
them  for  reasons  wbicb  rest  on  palpable  errors,  and 
the  greatest  virulence  has  been  expressed  by  those 
who  have  joined  in  the  cry,  only  because  it  was  raised 
by  men  whom  they  imitate  as  wiser  than  themselves. 
Mr.  Gisbome,  the  author  of  various  useful  and  ex- 
cellent works,  has  published  an  attack  on  the  prin- 
ciple of  general  expediency,  by  which  he  more  than 
once  asserts  that  it  is  completely  overthrown.  As 
Mr.  Gisborne  is  certainly  a  man  of  sense  and  judg- 
ment, it  was  imagined  that  his  most  important  objec- 
tion proceeded  from  an  oversight,  which  would  be 
acknowledged  and  corrected  in  a  second  edition  of 
bis  work.  A  fourth  edition  has  however  appeared, 
which  contains  all  his  iirst  objections  amplified  and 
enforced.  He  asserts  that  the  principle  of  general 
expediency,  as  applied  by  Dr.  Paley,  will  lead  us  to 
innumerable  conclusions  contradicting  the  express 
commands  of  God,  and  that  it  cannot  therefore  ht 
adopted  by  any  one  who  allows  the  authority  of  the 
Scriptures.  Now  Dr.  Paley,  in  stating  the  use  of 
jtnoral  philosophy,  inibrms  us  that  its  object  is  to  sup- 
fAy  information  on  those  points  which  the  Scriptures 
bave  left  undecided;  that  it  is  to  be  silent  when  the 
Scriptures  speak,  and  speak  when  they  are  silent.  Mr. 
Gisborne  insists  very  much  on  Dr.  Paley*s  having 
proved  from  bis  principle  that  assassination,  robbery, 
and  perjury  are  unlawful,  and  totally  overlooks  or 
niistakea  the  n8tttK:of  bis  argumeM.    He  supposes 
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some  one  to  object  to  his  principle,  tbat  it  permits 
these  crimes.  To  destroy  the  objection,  be  proves 
that  their  unlawfulness  may  be  clearly  deduced  from 
it.  If  be  meant  to  offer  the  conclusions  to  which  St 
ironducts  us,  a&  supetior  in  autbortty  M  tbei  rules  4if 
Scripture,  be  was  guilty  of  an  absurdity  in  reasonings 
which  no  one  will  be  willing  to  tnapute  to  him.  For 
on  what  is  the  priociple  establisbod  ?  onitbis,  that<ita 
application  will  lead  us  by  aa  excellent^  blit,  from  tb^ 
imperfection  of  our 'faculties^  an  imperfect  way  totb^ 
will  of  God.  Could  he,  therefore,  without  glaring 
contradiction,  recommend  the  deductions  from  it  9§ 
obligatory  precedeot  to  the  morality  of  the  ScriptureS) 
u'hich  he  has  allowed,  to  be. declaratory  of  the  will  of 
God?  cV  .^:. 

And  from  another  cdnsitJeration,  independent  of 
what  has  been  already  stated,  the  fallacy  of  Mr..  Qia^ 
borne*s  objection,  that  the  philosophy- of  Dr.  Paley 
will  often  be  in  direct  opposition  to  the  will  of  God; 
immediately  appears.  The  principle  is  derived  front 
a  demonstration  of  the  divine  benevolence.  If  then 
God  wishes  tbe  happiness  of  mankind,  all  bis  com* 
mandments  must  be  calculated"  to  promote  it ;  and 
therefore  whatever  he  has  commanded  to  be  strictly 
and  invariably  observed,  must  be  strictly  and  inva- 
riably consonant  tp  the  genuine  philosophy  accurately 
and  justly  deduced  from  the  principle  of  general  ex* 
pediency. 

It  is  not  the  business  of  the  biographer  of  Dr.  Paley 
to  answer  all  the  arguments  which  have  been  adduced 
by  all  the  opposers  of  his  philosophy.    But  as  the 
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tnoft  important  part  of  thebistory^  of  a  literary  nlati  is 
the  history  of  bis  writings,  it  Was  thought  proper  to 
consider  theobjections  already  stated,  which  strike  at 
the  root  of  the  Feputation  of  Dr.  Paley^s  greatest  pro- 
duction, and  Which,  if  left  without  contradiction  to 
operate  on  the  public,  might  counteract  the  benefit 
cia]  eflects  'Which  a  work. so  pregnant  with  infbrma*> 
tion  on  the  most  momentous  subjects  is  calculated  to 
|n^oduce.  It  tf^ill  not  beconsidencd  as  foreign  to  the 
present/  purpose  to  in  troduce4UX)ther  argument,  which 
lums  at  proving  that  the  principle  cannot  be  applied, 
especially  as  it  has,  since  Mr.  Gisbome  proposed 
it,  beep  extended  •  and  enfolded  by  Mr.  Pearson,  a 
writer  of  tbn^derable  reputation^  in  bis  ^'  fkeoiy  cf 
Moralsr 

It  Will  beiprbper  to  state  the  argunient  in  Mr.  Gis- 

borne*6  own  words* 

■  •  '\ 

**  General  eiepet1i«lK!y'  is  luiunstrument  wkich  cannot  be  wielded 
**  bj  a  moftalhand*  The  oatunp  of  general  ccnaequenoes  is  to* 
^^comprehepsive  to  be  embrAccd  <by  the  human  understanding, 
**  too  dark  to  be  jienetrared  by  human  discernment.  In  contcm- 
^*  plating  an  action,  who  can  form  any  judgment  of  its  remote  and 
**  collateral  efiects  mijcing  unceasing  approaches  towards  infinity 
f  *  and  eternity  ?.  yet  in  computing  consequences,  it  makes  no  dif- 
^*  ference  in  what  way  or  at  what  distance  they  ensue*  In  in*> 
*'  ktaiices  the  most  level  to  our  capacities,  we  perceive  no  more 
^  than  a  part  of  the  effects  which  may  result  from  our  conduct,  a 
^^  part  perhaps  which  in  {)oint  either  of  extent  or  importance  bears 
**  no  ascignable  proportion  to  that  which  remains  unseen.  A  &int 
'*  glimpse  of  particular  expediency  is  all  that  can  ever,  be  attained 
'*  by  the  wiiest  of  men.  A  view  of  general  utility  is  the  property 
**  of  God  alone  ;  in  him  alone  it  is  inherent.  To  created  beings 
^  it  may  be  incommunicable ;  but  whether  incommunicable  or 
**  not,  it  tan*  never  be  the  fbundation  of  a  rule  of  conduct  to  those 

••  on 
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^* 'OB  "tiFboQi it  h&s  nQt  )>ecn  b^9|oiyed.  A propf  tBttgoptrnl |;pq4 
U  high]y  difficult  of  In?epti^io^»  wQU^d  b^y/e  ^[eo^ered  it  \tPr 
probable  that  maokiod  should  in  all  cases  be  required  to  consylt 
^'  it ;  a  proof  that  it  is  never  to  be  discerned,  demonstrates  tne  im- 
<*  powibility  of  their  being  required  in  a«y."       aa.  ■   ".  r    •    // 

Now  though  this  argu'nient  has  an  iitipe^ing  uspttXj 
the  reader  of  penettiatkiti*wil|  instantly  f)ef(mve^^'^ 
is  destitute  of  any  rted  weight.  Th^e  is  6*  feifctfftll 
stance  attending  it,  which  will  a4tvay$ex(!kt  $U8{)^${ttfi 
in  a  mind  accustomed  to  the  investigator^  -jf  f riith :  it 
^eals  in  generals.  Mr-Oisborrie  states  a  dilBfcJiWty  ;he 
colours  and  aggravates ft^but  addiKies  tKJ'spe(i1fic!  te^ 
stance  in  which  it  ap^eaik's  td'  eicist-.^ti^lid^ids'dbl^^ 
wiaetyj  for  no  action 4i»n  be ^tioeotiOMAiof ^^Ahich  thB 
expediency  or  inexpedieni^  cannbt  {>e'^4termiiicd} 
without  ascertaining  ^1  its  consequences,  If  the  seri^ 
be  attached  to  that  word  m  which  Mr.Gjsborne  seenoi 
to  understand  it ;  for  |f  afnong  the  <ioiTHequences  of 
an  action  he  considered  all'  the  actions  to  which  it 
gives  rise,  each  produdng  new  consexjuences  i«  tfh 
unlimited  series,  then  they  may  be  said  to  be  kifinite: 
But  any  one  will  see,  and  Mr.Gisbome  bim^f  woul<i 
have  seen,  had  he  reasoned  from  an  example,  (fcat  the 
expediency  of  an  action  is  not  to  be  collected  from 
these  infilute  consequences.  Suppose  any  acifcio0,  its 
immediate  consequences  will  beloi^  entirely  to  hsdf, 
it  may  be  the  sole  occasion  of  some  other  action^s ; 
but  unless  we  conclude  men  to  be  mere  niachines, 
we  cannot  suppose  that  it  will  continue  irresistibly  to 
impel  their  conduct.  If  we  allow  that  they  either 
deliberate  on  the  subjects  it  has  presented  to  them,  or 
Chat  it  has  reached  thtm  mixed  with  other  actions,  in 
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either  case  their  decisions  are  not  to  be  numbered 
ftmong  its  consequences ;  the  expediency  therefore 
of  an  action  is  derivable  from  a  few  instances,  which 
vrill  immediately  suggest  themselves  to  the  mind  of 
an  enquirer.  If  it  be  obje^ed  that  its  expediency  is 
iiifected  by  all  it^  conseqUenqc9,  however  mixed,  and 
however  remptely  connected  with  it^  and  that  the 
knowledge  of  these  is  not  attaiiiable  ;  this  is  only  to 
object  to  p£.  Paley's  rule  what  may  be  objected  to 
cwery  other  rule,  that  it  is  not  perfect.  No  point  of 
cppduct  which  has  not  been,  always  problematical  can 
'kp  ofTcx^  toi  our  deliberation^  of  wbiph  we  may  not 
esitiqnate  tbfe  tendency  eiither  from  our  own  experience 
or  the  experience  of  others,  of  which  we  may  not  de- 
^rmin^  whether,,  if  committed  by  ourselves,  and 
committed  by  e.yery  one,  it  is  calculated  to  prpniote 
the  happiness  or  misery  of  mai)kind. 

Mn  Pearson,  of  whom  it  has  been  observed  that  he 
adopts  the  argument  of  Mr.  Gisborne,  which  we  have 
just  been  considering,  was  formerly  tutor  pf  Sidney 
College,  Cambridge.  When  the  ^^  Moral  and  Political 
Philosophy**  was  introduced  into  the  senaterhouse  as 
a  book  of  examination,  he  formed  a  course  of  lectures 
OQ  its  principal  chapters  for  the  instruction  of  his  pu« 
pils,  and  in  these  were  contained  the  objections  which 
he  has  stated  in  the  "  Theory  of  Morals."  Mr.  Pear- 
son's opposition  to  Dr.  Paley  is  not  so  direct  or  uni* 
versa!  as  that  of  Mr.  Gisborne.  He  proposes  a  new 
de6nition  of  virtue  :  he  complains  of  the  method  of 
the  work,  as  not  strictly  scientifical ;  but  he  does  not 
psscrt  in  the  strong  language  of  Mr.  Gisborne^  that 
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• 

^'  the  principle  is  liable  in  the  bands  of  man  to  such 
nDisapplicalion  and  perversion,  that  its  general  re« 
ception  would  be  apparently  most  unfavourable  to 
*^  human  happiness ;  that  it  is  totally  incompatible 
**  with  the  precepts  of  Scripture,  and  that  it  never 
**  could  be  designed  or  possibly  can  be  adopted  for 
*^  the  regulation  of  human  conduct/' 

Nor  are  Mr.  Pearson  and  Mr.  Gisborne  the  only 
writers  who  have  disputed  the  opinions  of  Dr.  Paley. 
Dr.  Opfts,  an  author  of  considerable  eminence,  in  a 
work  on  the  subject  of  morals,  has  published  some 
remarks  on  the  ^'  Moral  and  Political  Philosophy;** 
and  it  was  attacked  soon  after  its  appearance  by  aa 
anonymous  writer  in  the  Gentleman's  Magazine.  It 
has  been  asserted  that  the  writer  was  Mrs.  Jebb,  the 
widow  of  Dr.  John  Jebb,  a  lady  of  spirit  and  learning* 
But  all  this  hostility  has  provoked  no  resistance  from 
Dr»  Paley  :  his  passiveness  has.  doubtless  originated 
in  a  sense  of  perfect  security.    He  has  seen  the  works 

of  bis  advertaries  live  in  a  temporary  popularity  whicb 

« 

they  derived  from  him  :  he  has  seen  them  sink  into 
neglect,  while  editions  of  bis  own  work  have  been 
multiplied  without  example.  Its  reputation  has  beeor 
continually  and  universally  spreading,  and  the  few 
voices  which  opposed  it  have  been  drowned  in  the 
clamour  of  general  approbation. 

In  1789  the  Bishop  of  Ely  offered  to  him  the  mas- 
tership  of  Jesus  College*  Cambridge.  His  prefer- 
Bients  at  Carlisle,  which  required  residence  at  least 
during  part  of  the  year,  determined  him,  after  great 
beaitation,  to  decline  so  honourable  and  desirable  a 

situatbn. 
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situation.    In  the  dedication  of  the  Evidences  of 
Christianity  to  his  Lordship^  Dr.  Paley  observes, 

**  Tke  circumstanpes  under  which  this  offer  was  made  demand 
'^^  a  pubfic  Acknowledgment  I  had  never  seen  your  Lordship ;  I 
**  possessed  no  connection  which  could  possibly  recommend  me  to 
<<  your  favour  ;  I  was  known  to  you  only  by  my  endeavours,  ia 
^*  common  with  many  others,  to  discharge  my  duty  as  a  tutor  in 
*^  the  university,  a^d  by  fome  very  imperfect,  but  certainly  weR 
**  intended,  and  as  you  thought,  useful  p«blicati6n8  since.  In  aa 
**  age  by  no  means  wanting  in  examples  of  honourable  patrooagCi 
**  althpugh  this  deserve  not  to  be  mentioned  in  reject  of  the  objeot 
**  of  your  Lordship's  choice,  it  is  inferior  to  none  in  the  purity 
«<  and  disinterestedness  of  the  motives  which  suggested  it/' 

It  naay  be  added,  that  on  this  occasion  the  Bishop  of 
Ely  demon^rated  both  his  inclinaUon  to  {Mtronize 
merit  and  his  judgment  in  selecting  it. 

The  «  Moral  and  Political  Philosophy"  established 
the  reputation  of  Dr.  Paley,  and  the  public  was  pr^ 
pared  to  admire  bis  next  production^  the  *^  Hora  Pau-, 
hna^^  It  is,  dedicated,  in  an  affectionate  address,  to 
iiis  friend  Dr.  Law.  The  epistles  of  St.  Paul,  as  the 
name  indicates,  form  the  subject  of  the  work:  nothing 
which  fae  has  written  displays  greater  powers.  Of  the 
♦*  Hor^  PauUme^  Mr.  Gisborne  observes,  that  "  it 
«^  possesses  the  combined  merits  of  originality,  acute* 
'^  nessand  sound  reasoning, in  a  degree  seldom  equal- 
^'  led.**  It  has  however  been  more  praised  than  read. 
The  common  reader  has  been  attracted  by  the  more 
universal  reputation  of  the  *^  Evidences  of  Cbristia* 
nity;"*  and  though  the  arguments  are  distinct, though^ 
they  contain  information  original,  peculiar,  and  of  the 
highest  importance,  they  have  undoubtedly  interfered 
with  each  other. 

At 
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'  At  the  beginning  of  the  present  war,  when  there 
was  an  alanning  prospect  of  internal  commotion  fronit 
the  prevalence  of  French  principles,  Dr,  Paley  per- 
formed the  part  of  a  good  citizen,  and  contributed 
bis  efforts'  to  reclaim  the  public  mind  from  the  delu* 
aioD  under  m  hicb  it  laboured,  in  a  small  pamphlet, 
entitled  **  Reasons  for  Contentment."  This  pam- 
phlet, notwithstanding  the  universal  interest  of  the 
subject,  was  not  very  generally  read,  and  by  those 
who  read  it,  it  was  not  very  generally  admired  ;  the 
side  he  took  was  unpopular.  It  was  intended  and 
calculated  for  the  information  of  the  commonest 
minds.  It  therefore  did  not  admit  of  any  topics  on 
which  the  abilities  of  Dr.  Paley  could  be  exerted ; 
Vut  we  are  always  disappointed,  however  unreason- 
ably, not  to  find  in  the  productions  of  great  writers 
the  marks  of  their  saperiority . 

The  •*  View  of  the  Evidences  of  Christianity''  was 
published  in  1794«  Two  works  had,  not  long  b»- 
foi^,  appeared  on  the  same  subject  by  two  distin- 
guished authors.  Dr.  Bcilby  Porteus  and  Dr.'Beattie. 
Dr.  Bcattie  has  established  a  splendid  reputation  in 
almost  every  branch  of  literature,  and  the  work  of 
Dr. Porteus  was  recommended  equally  by  his  acknow- 
ledged abilities  and  his  exalted  station.  The  plans 
of  his  predecessors,  however,  being  difl^rcnt  from  his 
own,  Dr.Paley  was  not  deterred  from  again  soliciting 
the  attention  of  the  public.  The  reception  of  his 
book,  under  such  circumstances,  must  have  exceeded 
his  most  sanguine  expectations;  in  two  years  five  large 
editions  were  sold  :  it  has  become  a  standard  work 

1  with. 
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With  students  irr  divinity  ;  arid  every  author,  whose 
subject  allowed  him  to  notice  it^  ba«  coofessed  and 
insisted  on  its  merits. 

&fore  Dr.Paley  rendered  this  important  service  to 
the  cause  of  Christianity,  he  had  experienced  the  pa-r 
tronage  of  Dr.  Edmund  Law,  and  of  Dr.  Vernon,  tbo 
present  Bishop  of  Carlisle.  Almost  immediately  after 
the  appearance  of  the  **  View  of  the  Evidences,"  tho 
Bishop  of  London  gave  him  a  vacant  prebend  in  the 
eathedral  of  St .  Paurs.  The  suh-dcanery  of  Lincoln 
was  offered  to  him  at  the  same  tinte  by  Dr.  Pretty- 
man  ;  a4id  in  a  few  weeks  the  greatest  of  all  his  pre^ 
ferments^  the  living  of  Bishop- Wearmouth,  supposed 
to  be  worih  1 5Q0l.  per  annum,  was  added  to  this  ac« 
cumulation  by  the  pishop  of  Durham.  As  the  Bishop 
of  Lincoln  promised  the  sub-deanery,  with  the  con* 
dition  that  Dr.  Paley*s  stall  at  Carlisle  should  be  at  bif{ 
dssposd,and  theBishop  of  Durham  required  the  power 
of  giving  away  a  living  to  which  the  Bishop  of  Car- 
lisle  bad  presented  him,  Dr.  Vernon  had  an  opportu-- 
nity  of  demonstrating  that  be  participated  in  the  sense 
which  bis  brethren  entertained  of  Dr.  Paley*8  distin* 
guished  merit,  and  in  tbeir  disposition  to  reward  it* 
The  stall  which  be  vacated  was  given  to  a  gentleman* 
who  had  been  private  tutor  to  the  Bishop  of  Lincoln. 
After  the  death  of  his  first  patron,  Dr.EdmundLaw» 
the  editors  of  the  Encydopcedia  Britannica  applied 
to  him  for  an  account  of  that  celebrated  prelate,  which 
be  contributed,  and  which  now  appears  in  the  work. 


The  Rev,  William  Sheepsbuiks. 

It 
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It  is  short,  and  may  be  rather  denominated  a  charac- 
ter than  a  life.  It  is  however  very  interesting,  and 
breathes  a  warmth  which  such  a  subject  would  natu- 
tally  excite  in  the  writer's  mind^ 

Collyer  s  •*  Sacred  Interpreter"  was  re-published  by 
Dr.  Paley,  and  recommended  by  him  to  the  attention 
of  the  public.  He  was  examining  chaplain  during 
many  years  to  the  Bishop  of  Carlisle,  and  had  fre- 
quent opportunities  of  observing  its  usefulness.  His 
recommendation,  added  to  its  own  merits,  bestowed  a 
considerable  degree  of  popularity  on  the  work,  which 
it  still  continues  to  enjoy. 

/  The  writings  of  Dr.  Paley,  which  display  great 
knowledge  of  the  human  heart,  and  great  acquaint^ 
ance  with  common  life,  prove  that  this  knowledge 
may  be  acquired  by  reading  and  thinking,  without 
perpetually  mixing  in  various  and  crowded  society^ 
His  life  has  been  spent  in  the  retirement  of  a  college 
and  of  a  provincial  town.  To  the  metropolis,  where 
alooe  living  pictures  of  the  human  mind  in  all  its 
forms  are  exhibited,  he  has  only  paid  short  and  occa^ 
sional  visits.  This  circumstance  has  made  his  con- 
'Sections  with  the  republic  of  letters  rest  almost «oleiy 
on  his  works.  An  eminent  writer  resident  in  the  ca« 
-pital  is  naturally  connected  with  many  of  the  literary 
characters  which  a  great  city  always  attracts  and  re- 
tains. But  Dr.  Paley's  friendships  are  not  among 
authors  ;  and  there  is  perhaps  no  writer  of  the  same 
celebrity  of  whose*history  less  has  been  communicated 
to  the  public. 

His  writings  are  on  serious  subjects,  admitting  of 

a  the 
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the  display  only  of  powerful  reasoning,  and  profound 
and  accurate  thinking;  but  his  conversation  is  dis* 
tinguished  by  a  perpetual  flow  of  exquisite  and  ori- 
ginal humour,'  and  by  a  sprightliness  and  felicity  of 
expression  peculiar  to  himself.  His  anecdotes  are 
happy  combinations  of  amusing  circumstances,  not 
tedious  by  their  length,  or  disgusting  by  frequent  re- 
petition. He  betrays  no  literary  fastidiousness :  the 
most  trifling  subjects  of  th^  day  are  sometimes  adorn* 
ed  by  his  wit.  It  will  be  esteemed  a  proof,  though  it 
is  not  a  pleasing  one,  of  his  powers,  that  many  who 
have  been  delighted  by  his  conversation,  have  been 
-astonished  in  recollecting  its  topics  to  discover  their 
meanness,  when  no  longer  dazzled  by  the  brilliancy 
of  the  circumstances  with  which  bis  genius  had  cont 
nected  them. 

He  has  a  fondness  for  company,  which  always  at- 
tends the  power  of  pleasingjt.  Since  he  obtained  the 
living  of  Bishop- Wearrooutb,  and  the  sub-deanry  o£ 
Lincoln,  he  has  divided  his  residence  between  those 
two  places,  and  mixes  a  good  deal  in  the  societies 
which  they  afford,  though  not  so  much  as  to  inter^ 
fere  with  the  domestic  habits  which  his  literary  pui^ 
suits  and  a  large  family  have  necessarily.produced. 

It  may  here  with  propriety  be  mentioned,  as  an  aru 
tide  of  literary  intelligence,  that  Dr.  Paley*s  abilities 
have  been  for  some  time  employed  on  a  very  important 
subject,*  and  that  the  public  may  expect  soon  to  enjoy 

the  fruits  of  his  labours. 

*~— ~~— ^~~  -  ■  ■■   -  III  ■  — ^ 

*  The  subject  is  understood  to  be  **  Natund  Theology.'* 

■ 

* 
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ROBERT  RODDAM,  Esa. 

ADMIBAL  or  THE  \7HITE,  &C,  &C.  &C. 

ADMIRAL  RODDAM  h  brother  to  the  late 

• 

Edward  Roddatn^  of  Roddam,  in  the  county  of  North- 
umberlaiild,  Esquire,  and  third  son  of  Edward  Rod<^ 
dam,  of  Roddam,  and  Little  Houghton,  Esquire,  by 
Jane,  daughter  of  Robert  Shelly,  Esquire,  born  at 
Richmond,  in  YorksTbire,  and  a  merchant  of  New- 
castle-upon-Tyne. 

The  family  of  Roddam  is  believed  to  be. one  of  tb^ 
most  primeval  in  the  British  dominions ;  the  Scottish 
HeraJdfymost  likely  contains  their  more  remote  lineage, 
as  upon  an  old  pedigree  of  the  family  is  written  the. 
following  grant,  in  Saxon  characters : 

^  I  King  AtHelston  give4  anto  the  Pole  Roddam, 

**  From  mee  and  minCy  to  thee  and  thine» 

"  Before  my  wife  Maude,  my  daughter  Maudlin  ^  and  my  eldest 
**  son  Henry, 

•*  And  for  a  certen  truth, 

*•  I  bite  this  wax  with  my  gang  tooth, 

■*  So  long  as  a  muir  bears  moss,  and  —  ■     ■  hare^ 

*•  A  Roddam  of  Roddam  for  ever  mare*** 

The Ejiglish Heraldry  first  mentions  Elcanora  Roddam,  married 
to  Robert  Urafraville»  Earl  of  Angus,  anno  1 184,  31st  H.  II.  ob* 
1  E.  II.  Vin.  No.  149,  fo.  79.  and  Dug.  Bar.  i.  Vol.  fo..  506^ 
in  the  Co'tege  of  Arms. 

L«cy,  daughter  and  helrof  FhiftpdeRine,  I.  io« 

Sir  John  Roddam,  of  Roddam,  Ki^igbt,  Lord  of  ^oughtos,  in 
nght  of  his  wife  Ellen,  daughter  and  heiress  of  John  Houghton,  of 
Houghton, in  the  county  of.  Northumberland,  Esquire.  Sir  John 
Hoddam  was  slaixie  in  the  Palme  Sunday  ffidde  with  the  ^le  of 

Northumberland 
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Korthumberland  m  battaile^  the  7th  anno  1491s  the  19th  day  of 
March. 
William  de  Roddam* 
Thomas. 

William  deRoddam,  49th  King  Henry  III. 
William  married  the  daughter  and  heiress  of  Thomas  D'Esplee/ 

KingikdwaNi  it. 
Sir  John  slain  at  the  battle  of  Towtoa,  Edward  ITI« 
Joane,  daughter  of  Adam  de  Roddam»  married  Thomas  de  Um« 

fraville«  ob.  10  Rich.  II. 
John    —    -^    —     1st  King  Edward  IV. 

Robert  — 6th  King  Edward  VI. 

John    —    —    —    10th  Queen  Elizabeth,  4v.  4'<^*  4v« 

and  from  those  the  Roddatns,  of  Roddam^  have  de- 
scended in  a  direct  line  to  this  day^  intermarrying 
with  the  families  of 

Greys, of  Cbillingham, in  Northumberland; 
Selbys,  Brandlings,  of  Gosforth ; 
Forstors,  of  Etherston  ; 
Swinburnes,  of  Eethingham ; 
Lisles,  of  Felton,  k^c.  &c.  &c. 
The  Roddams  had  originally  possessed  a  great  pOr« 
tion  of  the  north  part  of  Northumberland  ;  but  the 
little  progress  of  improvement,  added  to  the  varying 
governments  and  warring  events  of  former  ages,  caus« 
ed  their  property  to  be  much  reduced ;  which  is 
laughably  and  satirically  noticed  by  the  laconic  au- 
thor of  a  supposed  will  of  a  northern  clergyman, 
written. near  thirty  years  ago>  who  laments  that  the 
proud  Rdddams  and  Delavals,  who  merrily  daAM-tn 
their  rags^  cannot  sell  their  lineage.  King  Athelston*8 
grant  of  the  only  part  of  the  antient  inheritance  that 
they  now  retain  is  circumstantially  and  more  particu- 
larly 
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Uriy  meftliancd  in  Histaria  Majoris  Briiannue  tarn  An^ 
^lle  quam  Scotia ;  per  Joannam  Majorem  nomine  qui" 
dem  Scoium  frofesmne  auteni  Theologum  e  veterum  mo^ 
numentis  concifmafa,  giving  certain  and  indubitable 
proofs  of  the  antiquity  of  their  ancestry ;  in  which 
the  author,  mentioning  an  irruption  of  the  Engiisti 
into  Scotland  in  the  reign  of  King  Richard  theSecond^ 
says.  When  they  burnt  the  monasteries  of  Melros^ 
Driburg,  Newbottel,  and  Edinburgh,  and  returned 
back  without  damage.  After  their  departure,  Robert 
Stewart,  Earl  of  Fife,  second  son  of  the  King  of  Scot- 
land^ having  with  him  James  Earl  of  Douglas,  and 
Archibald  Earl  of  Galway,  with  thirty  thousand  men, 
entered  England  by  Solway  Frith,  and  finding  the 
adjacent  country  rich  and  abundant^  carried  off  very 
great  spoil.  While  he  was  there,  a  most  ancient 
charter  was  brought  to  their  commander  Robert^  in 
which  was  thus  written^ 

I  King  Athelfton 

Giffis  heir  to  Paulane 

Odam  and  Roddam 

Ale  gud  and  als  fair 

Als  evir  tha  myn  ware 

And  *jair  to  witness  Maid  my  wife. 

The  same  Robert,  then  Duke  of  Albany,  was 
chosen  Governor  of  Scotland  (during  the  detention 
of  his  nephew  King  James  the  First  in  England), 
whenever  he  heard  long  charters  and  other  similar 
writings,  he  used  to  say,  that  in  ancient  times  there 

II      ■■        ■■  m ■       I         ■■■.■■i^«»i  — lii»—  I  .11    III       IBIIW  mt^^^^^,mmm<tf 

*  Yair  to,  would  be  anciently  written  in  Sazon  chanaers 

yaijiro. 

1803-3.  K  was 
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• 

was  more  probity  and  good  faith,  when  our  ancestors 
were  not  yet  accustomed  tasucfa  minute  prolixity  in 
their  conveyances.  And  this  opinion  he  eKempKiied 
by  these  letters  patent  of  King  Athelston,  which 
be  was  wont  to^  recite  from  memory  on  such  oc- 
casions. Such  is  the  substance  of  the  curious  and 
memorable  passage  referred  to  in  page  265>  Majoris 
Bri  tannine. 

Eodem  tempore  Riehardus  Anglos  Scotiam  ingredUiur :  mona* 

steria  de  Melros,  DriburgOy  Newbottill  et  Edinburgfnse  eombussit^ 

et  sine  damno  hinc  ad  sua  rediit.    Post  cujus  disccssum  Robcrtuft 

Stewartusy  comes  Fifensis,  regis  seciindo  genitus,  secum  habens 

Jacobttm  comitem  Douglasseum  et  Archibaldum,  Douglasseutn. 

comitcm  Galwyeum,  cum  triginta  millibus  viTorura  Angliam  in« 

greditur  per  arenam  dc  Sulvey ;  qui  iUic  terram  frugiCeram  ct  opui 

lentam  invenientes  prcdam  maximam  abduc«nt.     Ad  Robert uoi 

capitancum  ilHc  antiquisslma  charta  delataest,  in  qua  sic  scribcba* 

tur ;  I  King  Athelstane  giffis  heir  to  Paulane,  Odam  and  Rodam, 

als  gud  and  als  fair  als  cvir  tha  myn  ware ;  and  yair  to  "witness 

Maid  my  wyff.     £t  cum  iste  Robertus  postea  dux  Albaniie  ct 

Scotiae  gubernator  electus  esset,  dupi  longas  chartas  et  literas  au* 

diebat,  sfc  dicere  solitus  erat,  quod  in  diebus  antiquis  major  erat 

fidelitas  et  ])robita8,  in  qmbus  majores  hac  pro^xitate  non  sunt  ust. 

£t  hoc  probavit  per  literas  Athelstani  quas  memoriter  recitare  con* 

Bueverat*    Hoc  est  Latine  dicere  ;  ego'  Rex  Athelstanus  de  Pau- 

lanae  domi-niuna  de  Odam  et  Rodam,  ita  libere  sicut  ego  hsec  pot* 

sedi :  et  hmc  dono  M atildis  mea  uxor  testimonium  debit.    Archi«> 

baldo  Douglasseo  Suit  fiUus  illigitimus  Guillelmus  nomine,  ih  re 

militari  elarissimus^qui  hostium  magnas  catervas  paucis  essundere 

iolebat ;  qui  ob  soan  viitaties  in  Regis Roberti  gratiam  sic  devenitr 

vt  rex  ei  filiam  iEgidiam  nomine  matrimonio  tradideht  cum  do« 

loinio  de  Niddisdale  cIs  et  eorum  hertdibus  imperpetoum. 

Notwithstanding  Roddan>  lies  at  a  great  distance 
from  that  part  of  England  which  the  Scoteb  ravaged 
at  their  first  eutraace  by  Solway  Frith ;  yet  it  is  not 

unlikely 
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unlikclj  but  a  detachment  might'  have  eofti^ted 
Northumberhind  at  the  same  time  (as  was  tbbir^udo^l 
practice  upon  such .  occasioas),  finding  the  writing 
in  question,  brought  it  to  Robert  while  his  Jiend-^ 
quarters  were  in  Cumberland  or  Westmoreland,  &ci 
^c,  /.  And  as  Major  appears  to  quote  the  lines  only 
from  Duke  Robertas  recital  of  theim,  this  will  account 
fof^.t})^F  ,h^  ing  I^een  aomewbat  modernized  and  aU 
^pdfr^m  ^P  genuine  Saxon  of  King  Athelston'g 
o^tn^^i  <£T^P^« .  It  IS  .^  ^^il  knpwn  fact  that  King 
At^elstop-.  gainf^  a  great  "victory^, pver  the  Scots  and 
Dapes  (w|)^9h  'i?^,Jt>ri^fly  mentioned  in  the  Historia 
Mw^i^jj^^f^mfiPVf^^^S^i^  V^^  Scoike,  page  p2) 
in  thCi/(rP)>intry' near  Roddam,  wberp  jie  commanded 
ill  persofiji  so  that  be  probably  rewai:^<^ Pauline  by 
tbisgrant  upon.thespotfqf|)is good  services.  Pauling 
Pfqbably  derived  his  naipe  and  defcent  from .  one  of 
the  old  Nortb.umbrians,  who  were  converted  and  bapr 
tized  by  Paulinus^  the  great  apostle  of  the  north,  las 
is  described,  by  Bede  their  countryman,  and  after- 
wards by  Camden,  &c« 

It  iS'  mentioned  in  Leland*s  Collectanea,  'vol.  \u 
page  67i>  A,  p.  13aU 


Gilbert  Rodam  haying  fifty-three  glayves  with  hiniyand  eighty 
archers,  fought  with  Reynald  deGulioD,  capitaineof  Parys,neac 
Stampes  (now  Etathpet,  ih  Normandy)  ^  that  had  seven  hundred 
men  of  armes  and  four  hundred  brigpmtcs  with  htm*  Gilbeijt 
"  was  dajren  there;  yet  the  Englishman  had  the  Viftory»  and  R^.- 
'*  nald  was  there  taken  prisoner ;  but  he,  by  the  help  of  a  false 
'*  Engllshmaii,  was  convayied  or  ever  he  had  payld  his  rannsom.' 
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1^  ADMIRAL  KODDASr^ 

i  Lelatid's  It rhei^fy,  written  during  the  reign  ffJiiug 
Henry  the  Eigbtb,  also  mentions,  vol.  v.  page  QS,   , 

'  •  **  ^Ki  Roddkms,  or  Radhams,  iirtfre  tiMa  of'  fair  Itiidet  inr 
**  Noithambitlandf ,  about  Tylle  river,  onCyl  one  of  thf m  bnvmi; 
**  to  wife  one  of  the  Umflaville  daughters,  killed  a  man  of  nanoe, 
•*  and  thereby  lost  the  principale  of  eight  hundred  niarkes  by  ycrc^ 
*'  80  that  at  this  time  Ro<fdara,  or  otherwise  Rudham^  of  Nortb-4 
••  nmbrelande,  is  but  a  man  of  mene  landes."  -  .i.v  :\ 

Admiral  Roddam  (^the  subject  of  tbesc  niemoirs) 
went  to  sea  a  midsbipman  in  the  Lowestofftl^'iii'  tM 
V  year  1735-6.  He  served  also  as  midshiprttaii  in  tbd 
Russell,  Ciirnberlafid,  and  Boync,  and  was  bpon  tbe 
Antigua  staiioh  with  Capt.Drammotid  of  the  Lowes* 
toffe  more H ban  five  years.  Sir  Cbalonen  Oglb'  then 
took  him  into  bis  own  ship,  on  his  wky  to  Jiaih^a,  tb 
Join  Admir*!  Vernon,  whom  he  accortjtentcd  on  the 
different  expeditions  to  Hispaniola,  Cartbagena,  the 
island  of  Cuba,  Cumberland  harbonr,  &c.  &c.  Tbe 
young  sailor  shewed  great  valour  and  intrfepidity, 
yet  bad  tbe  good  luck,  to  escape,  tbougb  a  part  of  his 
coat  was  shot  ofP  by  a  cannon- balK  On  tbe  3d  of 
November,  l?"^!)  he  was  made  tlrird  lientenant  on 
board  the  Superb,  in  Cumberland  harbour,  the  ho- 
nourable William  Harvey  captain,  in  which  ship 
he  returned  the  same  year  to  England,  and  bad  the 
good  fortune  to  save  the  ship  (though  so  young  an 
officer)  twice  on  her  pas$agi&  borne.  The  Superb 
Was  paid  off  at  Plymouth  in  1 742,  and  Lieutenant 
Roddam  was  commissioned  third  lieutenant  of  the 
Monmouth  the  7tb  of  September,  1 742,  Charles 
Wyndbam,  Esq.  (uncle  to  the  late  Secretary  at  War), 
commanded  tbe  Monmouth  $   be  was  a  most  correct 
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excellent  officer.     Being  on  a.f^njijlfi^,  QfE.thp 
island  of  Tencriff^,  ^be  captain  (as  M^af  M?i,fiJ3(asJ^n;t 
practice  at  night)  gave,  bis  orders jpart^jUarljf^jJ^ 
every  inci^efit  should  be  insevted  in,  jthf^  .lqg«bp9kp 
Lieutenant  Roddam,  as  iirst  watcb^  received  Cfpl^in 
Wy ndbam's  commands  to  put  tbe  ship  about  at  twelyi^ 
o*cloqk^  wbicb  be  unsuccessfuUy  attempted  to  do  tbree 
times,  xiltboi^h  there  was  no  appareut  obstacle  to  itp 
being  done^   and  when  Lieutenapt.  Hamiilton  went 
iipon  deck  to  relieve  the  watch^  Roddam  t^d  him  tha( 
witchcraft  must  have  prevented  tbe:ship  from  goiog 
about^  and  bidding  Hamilton  go  forward^, in  \ki^  pre- 
sence be  once  more  attempted  it^  when  tbe  ship  mis3e4 
stays  a  fourth  time;  which  circumstance,  as  it  prove4 
in  the  event,  was  directed  at  least  by  good  lack,  for 
so  much  time  was  thus  occupied,  that  day- light  com-r 
inencing,  a  sail  was  perceived  in  sight  a-head  of  thp 
Monmouth,  which  they  chafed,  and  took  ;  it  proved 
to  be  a  Spanish  ship  of  at  je^st  one  hundred  thousand 
pou.nd$  value,  and  whiph  would  not  have  been  seen 
J)at  for  this  accident.     Lieutenant  Roddam  related 
this  circumstance  to  his  captain  soon  after,  at  the 
aame  tiine  reminding  him  that  his  custom   of  in^ 
apecting  the  Iqg-boqk  bad   been  neglected,  or  be 
would  there  have  seen  that  bis  commands  |)ad  not 
been  obeyed;  but  Captain  Wyndbam*s  gooc)  fortune 
had  of  CQjurse  mqde  him  forgetful  of  his  own  rule,  and 
he  was  much  pleased  at  the  lucky  cir9^Ipstance  that 
had  stayed  the  hand  of  his  young  lieutenant.    On  the 
14th  of  July,  1744,  young  Rqddgm  was  made  second 
lieutenant  of  the  same  ship,  Captain  Henry  Harrison 
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HRferf'^GTifm^dcr,  and  on  theUth  of  July,  1746^  he 
nvai  ph>hi6ted  to  the  command  of  his  Majesty's  sloop 
^V^tr)'''\fLhotit'Xh\s  time  Lord  Anson  (then  Mr.  An- 
fioA)'a  Lord'bf  th6  Admiralty,  went  to  Portsmonth 
Wcbmmand'tbe  \Vestern  squadron,  and  expressing  a 
Strong  wish  tb  all  the  captains  to  stop  a  fleet  at  that 
iittie  lying  'at  PFj^mouth,  they  urged  the  impractica- 
tilfty  oF  the  iirtdcrtaking  in  a  high  south-west  Wirtd, 
and  ftated  many  other  concurring  obilacles.  Mr, 
Hoddath,  the  youngest  captain,  instantly  undertook 
to  try  the  possibility  of  stopping  them,  though  his 
sloop  being  just  off  the  stocks,  was  in  every  way  in- 
tomplete,  and  he  performed  Mr.  Anson's  wish  with 
^  readiness  and  alacrity  which  shewed  that  quickness 
and  steadiness  are  not  incompatible,  but  when  unit* 
cd,  may  effect  what  neither  separately  can  accom- 
plish. This  was  so  strong  a  recommendation  to  that 
great  naval  oflicer  Lord  Anson,  that  he  immediately 
1;vfote  to  the  Lords  of  the  Admiralty  for  leave  to  take 
Captain  Roddam  under  his  command.  -  In  the  coarse 
6(  that  year  Admiral  Sir  Peter  Warren,  then  com* 
manding  the  western  squadron,  received  intelligence 
fi'om  a  Bristol  privateer  that  more  than  thirty  sail  of 
vessels  were  in  Sidera  bay,  near  Cape  Ortiigal,  laden 
with  naval  stores.  Sir  Peter  enquired  if  the  privateer's 
captain  could  carry  in  any  of  his  Majesty's  ships ;  to 
which  he  replied  in  the  negative.  The  admiral  then 
asked  if  any  battery  sheltered  them ;  and  being  an- 
swered that  there  were  two,  and  that  the  entrance  was 
very  narrow,  he  determined  to  relinquilsh  the  attempt 
as  impracticable.    Captain  Harrison,  of  the  Mon« 
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iQOutli,  being  present^  recommended  the  Admiral  io 
send  the  Viper,  which  Roddam  comtnandcd^  adding, 
^*  He  would  answer  forifchSat  young  man  effecting  all 
^  tbatbuoianitature  could  perform;''  and  tin  that  day, 
bein^.  Satorday,  Captaid  Roddam  deceived  his  orders, 
to  sail  in  the  evening,  and  was  off  the  first  battery  next 
ntorhtn^,  which  he  carried,  destroyed  all  the  guns, 
and  also  took  a  privateer  then  coming  out  ?  he  pro- 
ceeded into  the  bay,  burnt  .more  than  thirty  sail  of 
Veseels,  and  on  the  third  day  rejoined  his  Admira 
iwitb  three  or  four  prizes,  not  being  able  totnan  more 
from  bis  little  sloop  of  fourteen  guns  and  ninety  men 
and  boys.  The. town  offered  to  surrender  to  his  own 
terms;  but  Captain  Roddam  told  the  inhabitants  that 
he  did  notx^me  there  to  aggrandize  himself  and  crew 
by  distressing  harmless  individuals,  but  only  such  as 
armed  against  Great  Britain,  the  numberof  whom  were 
at  the  first  battery  amounted  to  about  five  hundred 
meo.  Upon  Captain  Roddam's  return  to  the  squa- 
dron, be  was  met  and  received  at  the  entering  port  by 
Admiral  Sir  Peter  Warren,  who  taking  bim  In  his  arms, 
thanked  him  most  warmly  for  the  most  important  ser* 
vice  he  had  rendered  his  country,  which,  with  bis  an- 
swer to  the  inhabitants,  so  pleaised  and  gratified  this 
gallant  and  humane  Admiral,  that  bis  statement  of 
the  afiair  to  the  Lords  of  the  Admiralty  immediately 
obtained  Captain  Roddam  the  command  of  the  Grey- 
hound'ftigate,  of  0^4  guns,  with  the  rank  of  poft-cap* 
tain,  to  which  hewas  appointed  the  7tb  of  July,  1747* 
On  bis  return  to  England  in  the  Viper,  being  off  Ports- 
mouthy  and  no  otherwise  known  to  its  inhabitants 
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than  from  the  account  of  his  condact  in  Sidera  bay, 
they  immediately  offered  and  earnestly  solicited  Cap* 
tain  Roddam  to  become  their  reprefentative  in  par* 
liament ;  this  honour  he  repeatedly  refused,  as  well  as 
many  offers  from  boroughs  at  various  times  tendered 
to  him. 

Captain  Roddam  served  in  .the  Greyhound  frigate 
in  Holland,  under  Commodore  Mitchell :  he  wasaf* 
terwards  ordered  to  join  .Admiral  Watson'  at  Louis* 
burgh,  and  was  by  him  stationed  at  New  York  three 
years,  from  whence  he  returned  to  England  tn  1/51^ 
and  on  the  30th  of  January,  1753)  was  commissioned 
fcr  the  Bristol  guardship,  of  50  guns,  at  Plymouth^ 
where  he  served  about  a  year,  and  in  17 5S  he  was  ap* 
pointed  to  the  Greenwich,  also  a  50  gun  ship,  sailed  to 
the  West  Indies,  and  was  upon  the  Jamaica  station  till 
1757.  At  this  period,  being  on  tf  cruize  olF  Hispa-^ 
niola,  on  the  l6th  of  March  early  in  the  morning, 
plying  off  Cape  Cabroon,  the  Greenwich  fell  in  with 
four  French  line  of  battle  ships,  two  frigates  and  a 
fitoreship,  which  the  officers  and  crew  of  .the  Green- 
wich all  fully  supposed  and  asserted  were  merchant- 
men convoyed  by  two  frigates  ;  but  Captain  Roddam 
«aw  otherwise,  and  though  late  convinced  bis  ship's 
company  of  their  mistake,  as  they  proved  to. be  the 
Tonnant,  of  84  giins,  commanded  by  Axlmiral  Bofro* 
mont ;  the  Desauneene,  of  74,  Captain  Blbnal ;.  the 
Diadem,  74,  Captain  Rosele ;  rBveilk.  of  ,64;  Capi 
tain  Merville;  Inflexible,  of  64>  and  the  jSavage.ahd 
licBronne  frigates^  with  a  twenty  gon  storeAip,  This 
squadfort  beipg  to  windward  sent  one  of  th.feifrjg»fe«  to 
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Kconnoitre,  -n^hicfa  Captaio  Rbddam.  percetvio^^  ztd 
finding  there  could  be  no  chance  to  escape,  lisdd* 
every,  manoeuvre  to  iraw  bet  tqward  the  Oreeriwj^h. 
This  ship  heing  painted  in  f  b^  iDanncir  of  th^  Fcek)cl(^: 
&erhoped  to  decoytbfe  frigflfieyifor  whicih.bje:brfd^preif 
pared  noerito  boftrd^.^ith  an  jintQdtipn.of  ^jldingbet; 
kximediately  ta' Adrnirel  Town^end  at  Ja^ai<|iy;withr 
intelligence  of  tbe  sitiiation :  i^tid  nup)ber  pf  t^e  ehe^ 
my  ;  •  but  the  i  French^,  frig^tj^  .soon  dis9<^rij)g  the? 
Greenwich  to  be  a  two^deck<jc|  ship,  m^e^ffat  ^c^er-i 
tion  to  shelter  herself  4nbid$t  the!  French  aqfuadvoQl^ 
The  Diadem  Skstah^g^  ^'irtg  at.  nipe  q'6\qA,  ^and* 
from  that  )iour'ttU:ikjnQt^it}iHght  the  Greep.wjcb.W49 
incessmtlylattacloed  by  OMiif^^rt  other  of  tbe,9<f!n» 
Captain  lUddaoiajgaiii'^ep^red  to.  board  the  rjEKCijle' 
a  64,  being .ttffe  besjt  ^Uf^  ship;  but  several  of  the. 
enemy  i!enewing  the  action  at  the  is^me  time,  the 
Greenwich  .became  so  mfich  injured,  in  bei*  tigf^tig^ 
that  she  was  quite  unmanageable,  which  compqiledr 
Captain  Roddam  to  relinquisb  hie  hppea  of  boarding. 
He  then  ^Hed  bis  Ship's  company  ^together,  andtold 
tlyem  he  had  done  ^1- in  his  power  to  preserve  his 
Majesty's  ship,;  but  if  any  of  them  could  point  out 
the  French  admiral's  ship  the  Tomiant,  he  thought 
the  Greenwich  cbilld  vet  divert  her  ah  hour  or  two.' 
The  officers  (of  whom  the  present  Admiral  Sir  James 
Wallace,  .then  a  lieutenant,  ^s  one)  and  the  wholc^ 
ship^s  company  answered,  ^'  They  must  obey  tbeii> 
**  captain;  butthe}'hjkd  been  tmceasihgly  shot  at  for 
^  twelve  hours,  and  supported  9S\  action  they  believed 

•i    , ,,        .        ;    "  longer. 


138  AWAlkk^^MMJ^A^^^ 

^Mongtr.'ihan  .anj  ebip  bud  eVer  IMbre 'sustmiM 

At  half  after  ntbe  at'  nigH  t^  it  beifig  the  opioion  jq€ 
all  ttiQ  bfficfehr  tbffrfCir|ftd)nt  Koddain  bad^dooe  evd-^ 
thing  thdtcbidlld  he  dohe  fbehib  Mtajeatj^'S  e^rvicp^  knA 
that  ef>g^ging>  any  further 'could  bnlytertd  to  sacri^ 
ficingthe  men;  the  fety^four  giirt -Bbip  js^liig  tbew 
within  hfail^  and  the  6thera  db^e  ia-dt(jhif  of  her^  Ca^ 
taiTi  Hoddam  ordefed  the  edoui^s'  tol  ht  struck  :  :the 
Freoeh' ishi(^1^Etdlle  ptd^etMy  hkWeACi^tn  Rod^^ 
damf^to  bbisbciit  k  bb^t  aWdgd  on  board  the  fixt^t: 
ibut,  w^icb  he  i^ejpeatedly  tbfiii9ed4x^i^;:atidfihding 
bis  interpreter  Had  said^  ^^c^et^  thii^boin^  (Alt' away 
*^'th'^y  d6uld  n«t  get^a  bbat  dfiit/'  inrt*bd  of  eaytn^^ 
^Captain  R(^datTitiW^«j!i^^'')ie|viniBe)f  hailed^  and 
eticjuMng  if  any  one  6n  boatid  the^  rEveiRe  spoke 
English^  be  wtis  replied  to'  by  a  -voice  he  knew, 
a  Mr.  iGiddy^  a  Danish >  officer,  who  had.  served  ia 
^d  preceding  >var  with  Captain  Norrif  in  the  Prince 
Fi-cderick.  Capt^lin  Roddam  them  told  Mr.  Giddy 
lie  would   not  go   on   board  t!he  French  matn  of 

•'                                                           !'*•                                                                                    »                                                     •  I,. 
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*-  Th(8  appears  t]ponth«  very  honourable  cbitf^martial  held  the 
r4th  of  iluly,  1 757,  on  board  His  Maje%>.9lif»  fiifactborott^,  oa 
vrhicb  ihe  whole  (hip's  company  were  called  by  QQ(>tain  Roddam's 
request^  and  gave  their  opinion  upon  oath  that  Captain  Roddan^ 
was  a  gentleman  that  vould  fight.  Each  Teaman  examined  at' the 
Court-martial,  upon  Ijciilg  asked  by  the  court,  *♦  if  that  captain  did 
*'  every  thilig  thfltaa  officer  Cbuld  do  fortfae  prafenratioa  of  the 
Vship?"  anfwered,  <^  Yci^  we  ace  all  (uxe  he  did ;  foriie  is  a 
**^  gentleman  t/tat  toillfight^  and  he  did  as  much  or  more  than  could 
••  be  expected  in  the  situation  we  were  in,  and  did  every  thing  in 
*•  bi^  power  to  get  away  from  the  enemy," 
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mn  la  his  own  boat|  but  mus^hc  sent  &r,  wbipfi 
if  oot  complied  witb^  be  woukl  boist^tbe^  Brftfeh 
colours  immediately  add  defend  bis' ^hip^aBlonrg^s 
^be  could  swim.  Tbe  French  Itetttenant'thety  trent 
on  board  tbe  Greenwidb,  and  feund  tbe  meninU  at 
tbeir  quarters,  with  Kghted  matches  jn  tbdr  ban^, 
and  the  greatest  ordet^  prevailing  throughoost  the>sbi^ 
(of  which  under*  like  circiimsUnccs  there  bkd^never 
been  a  precedent)^  and  whichi  seeming  to/aliiiiptt«imd 
wrprize  the  FVencb  lieuteoaoty  'Gaptain  Koddaios  toH 
bioH  *^  He'  had  there  seen  a. garrison  capftultte.  to  n 
♦*  very  superior  forceyaod  ready  tp  renew  t He- figbt'if 
*'  tbe  FVench  had  Ml  done  aa  be  re«]ftiircd.''  i  Ga[Haio  / 

Roddamwas  then  taken  on bbacd  tbe. l'£vciilte^:Gnp- 
tain  Merville,  who  instead  •bfj^endwf^  ior  bis.  own 
bedding,  gave  him  that  ni^bt  tihe  of  tint,  ship's  com- 
pany*Q  cradles,  with  a  dirty  rug,  whiGb  seeih&d.to  b^ve 
been  employed  in  tbe  Jast  office  for  many  a,  poor  ma* 
liner  in  the  French  shi^;iand.  Ca.ptlin'Roddam*8 
anxious  mind  not  having  allowed  'hknitp  .think  oT 
dressing  when  he  struck  (wfa^  wds  ^t  that  tiine  aa 
iavariable  custom  of  theFrench),  be  was  ofcoMr^enext 
morning  extremely  black  and  dirty^  with  totiQ  sboca 
and  tattered  habiliments,  damaged  by  splinterg  dur* 
ing tbelong action ;  and  although  be  bad  so' feelingly 
urged  and  solicited  kind  treatment  for  -tHSr. officers 
and  men,  yet  had  he  the  painful  r^flecti«in  to  know, 
that  all  except  tbe  lieutenants  were  put  among  the 
foremast  men;  his  purser's  cloatha  were  taken  0[fF  his 
back,  and  bis  steward  was  kept  waiting  on  tbe  po(^ 
without  victuals  ten  hours;  ev)cry  place  vaa  brokien 
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<wbo"  hftdjthe  hty  f>i  bure^ai  jfeq.)  h^d  given^AflP  wori? 
^hmit^.  to  thc-€(4rjtrai:y  J  ind  the  whole  orew  of  th^ 
.Greenwkh.  .were  ^ii^jthout  food* ; 'Captain  Roddam  i^r 
jsisted  upon  being.cariied.tQ.ttieiFceQch  admiral^  tbrt 
Jxe  noigbt  bomplam.of  ill  tre'at^ebt,  a,nd  was  at  laBi: 
«ub)tn6nedt6  his  presence  io^  tb^tuncomfortabldba-i* 
bi}imei:>ts  mentioned^  and  in.  sUt^ba  oonditiOf»/^s 
iwouU  have  caused  a  ^tibb  rictor  to  bave  blushed  at 
jn  a  frisbner  of  the  meanest  raok.     M<insieuf  BQfo>> 
tnontandbis  countrymen  were  sparing  of  every  thing 
bbt  eivil  speecbes,:  which  cooli  neither  clotfae  nor 
feed  Britain's  brave  tarsi    OaptatfX  Roddam  told  the 
tidffiiral  that  Captain  .MerviLie  and  bis  ofiieerA  had 
^cted  ih  »  cruel,  aad-^irbproper  a  way  in  every  r&- 
«pert,  that  they  ought  to  be  broke*    He  was  ask^ 
what  had  ttidudod  him  to  holcf  so  unequal  a. contest^ 
and  to  r^fttse  to  hoist  his  boat  ouf  ?  he  ansWered^  that 
iavidg  very  lately  beard  that  an  English  xnan  of  war 
bad  been  taken  by  a  French  line  of  battle  ship  and  a 
fKgcfte,  and  that  the  Captain  had  been.  con>peHed  to 
cari^  bis  sword  in  his  own  boat  to  the  frigate;  but 
that  sflch  a  disgrace  could  not  have  happened  to  him, 
for  his  sword  so  required  ^oxxXd  only  bave  been  de- 
livered tbrougb  the  body  of  the  person  demanding  it 
in  a  manner  so  degrading  and  insulting.     Himself 
and  his  bffivie  shlp^s  company  were  taken  to  Hispa^ 
niola;  where  the  governor  gave  him  leave  to  see  bis 
people  every  day,  which  after  some  tinpe  was  refused 
by  't lie  sentinels  on  dufy.    His  men  enquired  with 
much  anxious 'Sdicitudc  if  their  ciptain  was:  rouiv 
!.     J  dcrcd. 
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dered,  as  they  well  knew  be  would  not  desert  thciM 
iprbUe  he  lived  ;  but  receiving  no  satis&otory  answer, 
they  seized  the  guard,  armed  themselves  and  saltfed 
fbrth^  demandlDg  their  captain,  which  obliged  the  go« 
^reraor  to  aend  fer  Captain  Roddam  and  entreat  htm 
to  qudl  his  men.  The  captain  answered,  "That  bdng 
n  prisoner  on  parole  he  had  no»  right  to  commaii^, 
ami  his  unfortunate  shipmates  bad  b^en  so  iH  treated 
by  ikA-Intendant  (then  present) y  that  had  his  situation 
been*  otherwise  than  it  was  he  would  certainly  have 
beaded  them/*    The  governor  ogain  desired  him  to 
appease  his- men:  to  which  he  answered,  ''  Hebelieir- 
cd  he  coukl  still  exercise  hia  influence,  provided  he 
vas  promised  piroper  treatment  for  them,  and  per* 
mission  to  himself  to  visit  them  every  day."    On  his 
joining  his  brave  crew  they  gave  three  cheers,  sa3^ing, 
Ntro)  he  was  once  more  their  leader,  he  knew  what  he 
eoulddo.    His  reply  referred  them  to  their  own  know- 
ledge of  the  great  fonpe  then  at  the  Cape ;  but  the 
men  still  persisting,  he  added,  ^*  He  certainly  had  no 
right  to  command^  being  like  tbcm  a  prisoner,  and 
had .  given  his  parole  and  word  of  honour  to  the  go- 
vernor, therefore  if  they  did  not  return  to  tfheir  prison 
he  had  nothing  more  to  do  with  them."    Upon  this 
tbey  immediately  obeyed,  and  during  the  remainder 
of  their    stay  were    much  better  treated.    About 
\mo  months  after  they  were  all  embarked  with  their 
captaiD  and  officers  for  Jamaica,  except  one  lieute- 
nant, who  died  at  the  Cape,  and  one  who  remained 
there,  haying  been  wounded:  some  deserters  firom 
^her  men  of  war  were  also  put  on  board  the  cartel 

witb 


943  AMimdh  HOBjyAM^ 

with  tbempdnd  these /deserters  dreading  the  issue  of 
their  trials  >wben  tbey  aJ)ould  arrive  ^  Jamaica,  they 
Induced  some  of  th^crew.  who  bad  bdoogcd  to  the 
Greenwich  to  consdnt  ,to  put  tbeni  on  shone  lat  Fort 
Motant  (which  is  t6o.  i(tquently  dpoetn  cartelsX  w 
the  sailor^  tfiink  the  Ji^dding  there  prevents  their 
l>eing  sent  to  nleft  Qf  wlar,:  artd  consequently  ^iycs 
tbein.lii>erty  ;^jb^U:Captain  jRoddam overhearing  a  lim^ 
tenant  I'ecq^n^e^djing  then)  to  be  cautious^  went  ikpoa 
ileck^  ^Sipre^ed  hisdetel-mination  not  to  suffer  thenl 
to  go  to;  any  other  .port,  and  ordered  them  to  be  put 
on  board  men  of  war ;  to  which  they  submitted  in 
quietness*    Upon   his  arrival  at  Jamaica,    Captain 
Soddam.  was  ttiied  by  a  court-martial,  in  Fort  Royal 
harbour.    When  the  court  presented  the  sentence  to 
Admiral  Coates,   commander  in  chief,  he  immedi* 
atcly  complimented  Captain  Roddam,  by  giving  him 
the  minutes  of  the  court,  with   a  request  that  he 
would  print  them,  as  reflecting  great  credit  on  the 
service,   and  the  British  flag;    it  was  accordingly 
printed  at  Kingston,  in  Jamaica. 

Captain  Roddam  returned  to  England  upon  parole 
in  a  packet,  and  about  half  way  on  the  passage  the 
vessel  met  with  a  hard  gale  of  foul  wind  :.  when  it 
ceased.  Captain  Roddam  observed  the  master  ma* 
Doeuvring  in  a  manner  that  would  probably  sink  the 
packet,  which  he  mentioned  to  the  master,  who  rcr 
plied, ''  He  had  orders  not  to  lose  a  moment;."  Captain. 
Roddam  told  him,  ^^  More  time  would  be  lost  if  the 
'Vessel  went  to  the  bottom,  which  seemed  to  him-cer*- 

tam  ;'*  and  the  moment  she  gathered  way  down  she 

went.. 
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went.  The  masterdeplored  hlsmisforhine  in  not  faking 
advice.  ^*  Then:fbUow  itnoWj*  aBid^CapUin  Roddam ; > 
and  tinder  his  directions  the  pacli^et  was  righted  in- 
half  an  hour,  but  so  straided  with  the  weight  of  wa«- 
tor,  that  her  water-way  seams  were  fully  opened* 

Arriving  off  Us^ant,  they  peroeived  a  sail  bearing 
down  upon  them^  and  Captain  Roddam  observing  na 
pfeparation  for  resistance^  enquired  what  the  master 
meant  to  do?  who  answered^  ^'  His  orders  were  n^f  ta 
figbty  but  pursue  his  course  as  fast  as  >possible/'  Upon 
vhich  Captain  Roddam  ordered  a  lighted  match,  and 
himself  turned  a  gun  and  fired  it  at  the  vessel ;  buC 
seeing  her  go  ofF>  he  told  the  master  and  ship's  coih« 
pany  that  the  impression  of  being  upon  parole  had 
escaped  him  at  the  moment ;  that  he  could  not  in  ho- 
nour fight,  but  by  following  his  advice  the  vesseK 
might  be  in  their  possession  in  half  an  hour  ;  by  his 
oieans  the  packet  was  saved  twice. 

As  soon  as  Captain  Roddam  was  exchanged,  ho 
went  out  passenger  in  the  Montague  to  Sir  Edward 
(afterwards  Lord)  Hawke,  and  took  the  oommand  of 
the  Colchester  under  his  Lordship,  off  Ushant,  the 
7th  of  December,  1759;  in  which  ship  he  was  sent  to 
Plymouth  to  procure  what  the  Colchester  wanted, 
and  to  conduct  any  convoy  that  might  be  ready  for 
that  station  ;  with  which  in  ten  days  the  Colchester 
rejoined  Sir  Edward  HawkF,  who  ordered  Captain 
goddam  commanding  her,  with  Captain  Hervey  in 
the  Monmouth,  and  Captain  Rowley  in  the  Mon«- 
tague,  to  watch  the  French  fleet  close  off  Breft. 
Three  French  men  of  war  c«ne  out,  which  tbe  £ng- 
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lish  ships  chased  within  theibatteries,  and  run  one  of 
them  on  shore.    After  this  service.  Captain  Roddam 
was  ordered  to  relieve  Captain  Duff  off* Belleidlei  on 
which  occasion  be  carried  the  Colchester  through . 
the  narrow  rocky  passage  (Le  Ras),  between  the 
Saints  and  the  shore,  into  Audieme  bay;  and  was 
believed  to  be  the  firft  Englifh  (hip  that  ever  made 
the  attempt.    When  he  had  arrived  at  his  destina- 
tion, Captain  Roddam  received  orders  to  watch  a 
convoy  with  sixteen  frigates,  supposed  by  govern** 
ment  to  be  bound /or  Ireland,  with  troops ;  but  his 
little  squadron  not  having  force  enough  to  meet  the 
whole  of  the  frigates,  (and  to  insure  success,  he  gave 
the  men  of  war  under  his  command  orders  to  dash 
amongst  the  convoy,  and  if 'possible  to  avoid  engag* 
Jng  the  frigates,  but  to  endeavour  to  cut  away  the 
masts  of  the  transports,  which  he  knew  would  en* 
tirely  destroy  the  expedition.    Upon  receiving  thes^ 
orders,  a  friend  of  Captain  Roddam*s,  serving  under 
him,  went  on  board  the  Colchester,  and  asked  him 
if  there  was  not  some  mistake  in  the  British  being  or- 
dered not  to  fight,  as  they  would  be  called  cowards. 
Captain  Roddam  replied,  ^^  The  charge  of  cowardice 
could  alone  be  applied  to  himself,   who  had  givem 
those  orders/*    His  friend  (now  living)  then  enquired 
what  Captain  Roddam  meant  to  do  ?  be  answered^ 
*^  To  shew  there   wasr  no    cowardice,  he    should 
fight  the  whole  number   of  frigates,    and  trusted 
some  of  them  would  be  sent  to  the  bottom."    Some 
time  after  this  Captain  Reynolds  joined  this  little 
^uadron  in  the  Firm^  and  being  senior  officer^  took 
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the  command|  but  unluckily  he  had  with  him  only  one 
pilots  thougt^  he  was  sent  on  th^t  station  with  parti- 
cular orders  to  endeavour  to  destroy  the  convoy  then 
lying  in  iRocjbfort  river.  Upon  his  arrival  he  called 
a  council  pf  the  officers^  to  consult  if  it  was  pos- 
sible to  effect  the  commands  of  the  Lords  of  the  Ad* 
mir^lty;  their  unanimous  opinion  confirmed  the  entire 
impractic^^jlity  of  such  an  attempt  with  one  pilot. 
Upon  which  Captain  Roddam  said,  "  He  had  fully 
given  hi^  •  opinion,  according  entirely  with  the 
other  captains^  that  it  could  not  be  done;  but  his 
ship  (the  Colchester)  being  an  old  man  of  war,  and 
not  worth  much,  the  loss  of  her  would  be  trifling  foe 
the  good  of  the  service^  and  with  Captain  Reynolds* 
concurrence  he  would  make  the  Mai  with  the  boats 
to  assist  him/"  But  Captain  Reynolds  and  the  rest 
of  the  councllwerc  againsthis  running  the  risk-  Upon 
which  Captain  Roddam.  observed,  ^^  That  he  himself 
had  been  in  cqmmand/the  day  preceding,  and  he 
would  give  it  under  bis  hand  that^  circumstanced  as 
above,  he  should  have  made  the  atten>pt  ;**  but  the 
general  voice  finally,  {decided  it  otherwise.  Captain 
Roddam  then  recommended  Captain  Reynolds  to 
cruize  with  a  part  of  the  frigates  off  one  opening  of 
Belleisle,  and  send  the  Colchester  off  the  other;  but 
after  putting,  this  plan  in  execution,  it  was  found 
the  next  morning  that  the  convoy  had  passed  Cap- 
tain Reynolds,  ^nd  got  into  the  river  Vans.  After 
this.  Captain  Duff,  in  the  Rochester,  arrived  therp 
to  commanU  with  several  other  ships,  and  finding 
the  Colchester  very  leaky,  and  in  want  of  provisions^ 
1802-3*  L  gave 
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gave  orders  for  her  to  return  to  Plymofuth,  t^bfclb 
port  she  reached,  making'  fkt  foot  water  an  hour; 
but  notwithstanding  her  being  irt  that  corrdltion. 
Commodore  Hana\X^ay  gent  sonre  catrliers  on  hokrd^ 
and  ordered  her  imnvediateJy  to  join  Sir  Edward 
Hawke,  off  Vans,  with  a  convoy.  Upon  this  order 
being  executed,  Sir  Edward  Hawke  asked  Captain 
Roddam,  who  had  sent  hfm  otit  with  a  ship  m  tb«t 
condition,  and  ordered  him  directly  t>ack  to-  PJ[yA 
ihouth,  where  being  better  refttted,  Giptain  Roddam 
tvas  directed  to*  sail  to  St.  Helena,  with  the  Rip- 
pon.  Captain  Jeekill,  under  hi^  command,  to  bring 
borne  the  fteet  from  the  East  Indies.  Previous  to 
their  sailing  from  St.  Helena,  Admiral  Sir  George 
iPodock  joined  them,  and  in  their  passage  hon^e^  off 
ScUIy^  being  in  a  great  fog,  Captain  Roddan>  stvp^ 
posing  the  Colcheffer  not  hat  from  the  Mdnd,  and 
the  other  6hips  to  be  stiff  nearer,  made  a  signal  to  iacJt, 
which  Sir  George  Pbcodk  tycmoured  him  by  repeat^ 
ing,  and  afterwards  thanked  him.  And  when  off 
tJoveTy  al^  in  a  fog,  and  mecb  wind,  after  the  ad- 
miraKs  mak^ing  a  signal  for  lying-to.  Captain  Roddam 
seeing  the  Sooth  Foreland,  ventured  to  make  a  stgttat 
Jbr  the  convo/s  bearing  away  to  the  Downs,  for 
which  the  admiral  ahq  fkanked  ihn,  knowing  several 
of  the  convoy  tvere  in  danger  j  and  added,  if  he  could 
have  been  certain  of  Captain  Roddsan's  do  doing,  be 
should  have  run  his  own  strfp  into  the  North  Seia, 
knowing  his  anchors  and  6skblte  were  v^  bad  ;  the 
weather  howerer  happily  clearing,  thqr  all  aiktiveA 
safe.    TbeCcdchiester  was  ordered  toSpIOead;  bok 

by 
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by  some  delay  cir  mistake  the  orders  for  the  Hippoti 
were  not  delivered  to  Captain  Roddam^  by  \(rhich 
neglect  she  did  not  arrive  for  three  weeks  after  th6 
Colchester,  which  got  there  in  two  days,  and  being 
jfbond  unserviceable  was  paid  off.  Peace  was  boOA 
after  proclaimed  :  upon  which  Captain  Roddam  turn** 
ing  his  swbrd  into  a  ploughshare,  laid  the  founda^ 
lion  of  those  improvements  in  his  own  County,  at 
Roddam ;  an  estate  which  afterwards,  in  the  yeat 
1776,  he  became  heir  to  by  the  death  of  his  eldest 
brother,  Edward  Roddam,  Esquire,  in  who^e  life- 
time he  rebuilt  the  present  mansion -house,  retaining 
a  singular  and  strong  attachment  tp  the  ancient  poa^^ 
aessions  of  his  family.  On  a  supposition  of  "War 
breaking  out  with  Spain,  about  the  year  1770,  Cap- 
tain Roddam  was  commissioned  on  the  7th  of 
December  in  that  year,  for  the  Lenox  of  74  guns,  at 
Portsmouth,  and  continued  in  her  command  threb 
years  as  a  guardship,  being  relieved  the  ipth  of 
December,  1773,  by  Captain  Matthew  Moor ;  and  at 
the  commencement  of  the  American  war  he  was 
commissioned  for  the  Cornwall  of  74  guns,  at  Chat- 
ham, the  17th  of  March  1777,  ^ith  orders  to  proceed 
to  Spitbead,  and  commanded  one  of  the  twelve  ships 
then  intended  for  the  Mediterranean ;  but  upoh  being 
appointed  Rear- Admiral  of  the  white,  on  the  agth  ctf 
Aprils  J 776,  he  was  succeeded  in  the  command  of 
the  Cornwall  by  Captain  Timothy  EdWards,  And  Wds 
orflered  immediately  to  Chatham  ks  commatidfer  In 
chief  of  iris  Majesty's  shtps  and  vessels  in  the  rrvtr 
Mc|lway  attd  of  the  Buoy  at  the  Kw  j  and  on  tbe 
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19th  of  March,  1779,  received  the  rank  of  Vice-ad- 
miral of  the  blue,  and  continuing  in  the  same  com- 
mand was  promoted  to  be  Vice-admiral  of  the  white^ 
on  the  26th  of  September,  1780;  a  Vice-admiral  of 
the  red  on  the  24th  of  September,  1787  ;  and  on  ibo 
30th  of  April,  1789,  he  was  appointed  commsinder  in 
.chief  at  Portsmouth,  where  be  continued  three  years 
a  most  active  and  attentive  commander.    By  early 
hours  and  regularity  be  carried  every  business  quickly 
forward;  and  the  expectation  of  war,  with  its  hur«. 
Tying  consequences,  gave  him  in  that  situation  many 
opportunities  of  exertinghis  professional  zeal.  Among 
other  instances,  he  received  orders  to  get  the  guard- 
ships  ready  for  sea,  which  he  completed  in  five  days, 
except  men ;  and  the  like  order  being  repeated  for  &t^ 
ting  out  five  sail  more,  he  had  them  also  entirely  ready 
at  Spitbead  in  fourteen  days,  which  he  announced  to 
the  Lords  of  the  Admiralty,  with  earnest  offers  to  go 
with  the  squadron  to  any  part  of  the  world.     This  ex- 
traordinary expedition  in  getting  men  of  war  ready  for 
sea  so  astonished  the  French  nation,  that  their  news- 
papers noticed  thatBritish  ships  of  war  sprung  upcom-^ 
plete  like  mushrooms.     His  professional  services  have, 
with  a  strong  wish  for  employment,  been  offered  upon 
every  occasion^  but  he  has  not  had  an  opportunity  of 
exercising  them  since  he  struck  his  flag  at  Portsmouth 
in  the  year  1792.     Upon  the  first  of  February,  179S, 
be  was  promoted  to  be  Admiral  of  the  blue ;  and  on 
J  2th  of  April,  1794,  Admiral  of  the  white:  he  is 
now  highest  on  the  list  but  one,  and  from  the  perfect 
possession  of  bealth^strength,  activity,  good  spirits^  and 

6  valour. 
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valour,  may  yet  live  to  share  some  of  those  rewards  or 
distinctions  of  his  Sovereigns  respeSfor  sei-vices ^^\\\c\i 
on  every  occasion  he  has  invariably  employed  to  the 
best  of  his  ability ;  but  he  never  asked  for  any  situation 
that  would  place  him  above  an  older  officer,  always 
considering  such  conduct  as  being  extremely  detri* 
mental  to  the  service. 

During  the  time  he  was  in  command,  every  gentle- 
man then  in  commission  oould  bear  testimony  to  bis 
activity  and  zealous  attention  both  to  the  service  and 
every  person  employed  in  it.  His  table  was  always 
ready  to  receive  bis  brother  officers  of  all  descriptions, 
and  every  other  person  fit  to  be  placed  at  it,  which 
hospitality  be  now  continues  in  the  style  of  an  an- 
cient baron  at  his  seat  in  Northumberland.  No  sailor's 
widow,  or  orphan  ever  sued  to  him  without  receiving 
his  benevolent  assistance.  He  has  ever  been  the 
sailor^ s  friend y  though  at  the  same  time  their  steady 
and  particularly  undismayed  commander ;  and  muti- 
nies never  existed  under  his  flag.  In  politics  he  was 
always  a  firm  adherent  to  government,  as  he  consi- 
dered any  interruption  to  it  unjust  to  the  conductors, 
whose  exertions  would  ill  proceed  by  stops  being  put^ 
to  that  TiiA^^/,  which,  if  intercepted  in  its  regular  mo- 
tion,  might  greatly  impair,  if  not  entirely  destroy,  the 
vihoU  constitution ;  and  this  opinion  he  proves  in  bis 
own  neighbourhood,  wliere  every  assistance  to  go* 
vemment  is  given  by  him  bqth  in  precept  and  ex* 
aniptcy  by  subscriptions  for  the  public  good,  and 
activity  and  impartiality  as  a  magistrate,  a  line  of 

1^  a  conduct 
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cbnduct  which  no  consideration  of  self  has  with-hdd 
him  from  pursuing;  and  we  are  happy  to  observe,  that 
although  Admiral  Roddam  has  attained  an  age  to 
v^hich  the  generality  of  mankind  do  not  reach,  yet 
he  possesses  a  strength  of  constitution  equal  to  the 
activity  of  his  mind. 


SIR  RICHARD  HILl.,  BART.  M.  P. 

AND  TBS 

REV.  ROWLAND  HILL. 

SI^  RICHARD  HILL  is  the  eldest  son  of  Sir 

Rowland  Hill^  of  Hampstone,  in  Salop,   Baronet. 

He  was  educated,  we  believe,  at  Westminster  sphoolj 

whence  he  was  removed  to  the  university  of  Ojiford, 

where  he  soon  distinguished  himself  by  the  pecutiarit 

ties  of  methpdism.    Whether  he  figured  as  a  prclacher 

while  he  was  at  Oxford  w^  know  not,  but  he  has 

more  than  once  displayed  his  zeal  from  the  Evwge* 

heal  pulpita;  and  we  remember  to  have  boavd  him 

several  years  ago  at;  Truro,  in  Cornwall,  where  be 

preached  in  the  meeting*bouse  to  a  very  crowded 

Audience,  clad  in  #  goecn  coat,  ornamented  with 

goldlftco, 

At  «Q  e^rly  period  of  life  he  was  elected  knight  of 
the  sjbire  fqr  his  native  county,  and  has  invariably  oc« 
pupi^d  th^t  Sf)f^t  in  every  suoceedinsr  parliamrot  tothe 
present  tnni^,  'Sir  Richard?  adhered  firmlyi  to  Lord 
{«}oi;t)i  4uriflgT  t^  AmejricauL.iirar ;.  and  has  been 

4.  equally 
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equally  constant  to  Mr.  Pitt  and  bis  successor.*  H^ 
vmd  to  be  a  pretty  constant  spcaiker  in  the  Housei 
^nd  the  motley  mixture  of  politics  and  religion  wbicii 
compoaed  bis  harangues  was  wont  ofteptioies  to  ex^ 
^e  considerable  merriqient.  The  author  of  *'  Critic 
cisms  on  the  Rolliad*^  has  attempted  to  fix  on  thQ 
peculiarities  of  the  worthy  Baronet ;  but^  like  all  sa- 
tirists, be  borders  on  the  extravaganza^  and  in  pursMi| 
of  severity  outsteps  the  bounds  of  justice 

**  With  Bible  bawdy.,  and  with  sacred  smut^ 
**  His  rev* rend  jokes  sec  pious  Richard  cut ; 
••  He  to  the  wond'ri^jg  senate  first  rcveal'd, 
*'  That  «ioj;pe/ was  for  joke  so  wide  a  field; 
•"  That  no  resource  was  ever  found  for  wit 
*/  Half  so  prolific  as  the  hofy  writ ; 
^*  And  that  of  all  the  jest  booh  man  has  known^ 
**  The  Bible's  merits  most  distinguish 'd  shone.'' 

Aod  aigain^ 

*^  With  wit  ao  various,  piety  ao  ydd*  « 

**  Quoting  by  turns  from  Miller  and  from  God  j 

**  Sha]lno  distinction  wait  thy  honourM  name? 

<•  No  lofty  epithet  transmit  thy  fame  ? 

*'  Forbid  it  wit,  fi'4>m  nurth  refin'd  away ! 

^*  Tofbid  it  Scripture*  which  tho^  m«k'st  ao  g^y  1 

»*  ScipiOf  we  know»  was  Africanus  call'd, 

*^  Richard  sty  I'd  LongshanksT-Charles  sumam'd  (lie  Baltic 

•*■  Shall  these  for  petty  merits  be  renown 'd,  • 

**  And  no  proud  phrase,  with  panegyric  sound, 

f  •  Sweil  thy  (hort  name,  great  HitfF— Here  taka  thy  d«et 

^*  A^  )^^nccl|0  q^l'd^r-T^e  Scaiptv&al  Killiq^lew, 

A)>out  the  same  time  appeared  some  ingenious  aar 
tires,  called  Pnobationary  Odes  for  the  Lai^tuitsbip,  itt 

—    ■  ■  ■  I.        ■■  .  ■  ■  I.   I        ■       .  V 

f  It  is  but  fur  to  remark,  that  Sir  Richard  dcHvered  an  animated 
tad  indcpqideot  speech  respecting  the  late  war^^ 

L  4  which 
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which  difFercnt  public  characters  were  made  to  ex- 
hibit their  poetical  effusions,  and  among  the  rest  Sir 
Richard  is  described  as  invoking  the  muse  of  me- 
thodism  to  assist  his  pious  strains.  It  is  supposed 
that  both  these  wicked*  and  waggish  performances 
came  from  the  same  pen. 

Sir  Richard,  when  but  a  young  convert,  became  a 
zealous  champion  for  the  religious  party,  to  which  he 
had  attached  himself.  It  is  well  known  that  the  great 
leaders  of  methodifm,  Wesley  and  Whitfield,  ad6^ted 
opposite  sentiments  on  the  extent  of  salvation.  The 
former  allowed  that  man  is  a  free  agent,  and  tb^t  the 
satisfaction  of  Christ  was  made  for  all  men.  These 
points  were  flatly  denied  by  Whitfield  and  the  cal- 
vinistical  methodists,  who  made  man  a  passive  iristru^ 
ment  till  grace  inspired  him  with  divine  life;  and  they 
contended  that  the  elecl  only,  or  those  who  were  pre- 
destinated from  all  etenity,  shall  be  made  partaken 
of  the  kingdom  of  heaven. 

A  fierce  contention  arose  among  the  metbodistical 
leaders  upon  these  inscrutable  topics,  and  they  almost 
proceeded  to  excommunicate  one  another  for  hetero- 
doxy. The  Calvinists  were  by  far  the  most  violent, 
and  the  harshness  of  their  creed  inspired  them  with 
the  most  intolerant  sentiments.  Sir  Richard  Hill 
waged  vriir  against  the  whole  host  of  Araiiniaos,  and 
published  several  pamphlets  upon  the  doctrines  in 
dispute,  which  exhibited  considerable  knowledge  of 
the  subject,  and  evinced  no  small  skill  in  theological 
controversy.  About  the  same  time,  the  university 
of  Oxford  began  to  be  jealous  of  the  progress  of  me- 

thodism. 
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thodktn,  and  finding  that  Edmund-hall  contained 
some  students  who  exercised  their  preaching  talents 
before  they  were  duly  authorised,  expelled  them. 
Th»> caused  a  mighty  outcry  among  the  zealots;  and 
several  pieces  were  published  against  the  conduct  of 
Dr.  Howell,  principal  of  the  hall,  and  other  heads  of 
houses  who  were  engaged  in  that  affair.  Anwng  the 
rest  Sir  Richard  came  forward  as  the  champion  of  mc- 
thodism,  in  a  tract  which  was  written  with  great 
shrewdness  and  spirit,  entitled  "  Pietas  Oxoniensis.** 

Not  long  after  this  he  engaged  in  a  paper  war  with 
Dr.  Adams,  rector  of  St.  Chnd's,  Shrewsbury,  on  the 
following  occasion.  It  was  the  custoni  of  the  late 
Mr.  Romaine,  whom  the  Calvinists  regarded  as  their 
prophet,  to  spend  some  of  the  summer  months  in  tra- 
velling, and  in  one  of  these  excursions  he  was  invited 
to  preach  at  the  Doctor's  church.  He  acceplfed  the 
invitation ;  but  his  sermon  was  so  little  to  the  vicar^s 
taste,  that  he  is  said  to  have  treated  him  rather  rudely^ 
and  even  to  have  preached  against  him  from  the  same 
pulpit.  The  Doctor  was  soon  after  attacked  in  a 
printed  letter  with  great  warmth  by  the  author  of 
Piitas  Oxatiiensisj  and  the  controversy  we  believe  was 
continued  for  some  time  with  no  little  heat  on  both 
sides. 

But  Mr.  John  Wesley,  and  a  very  pious  minister  in 
connexion  with  that  extraordinary  man,  the  Rev. 
Mr.  John  Fletcher,  vicar  of  Madely,  were  the  princi- 
pal antagonists  of  Sir  Richard.  The  whole  field  of 
controversy  between  Calvinism  and  Arminianism  was 
traversed  over  and  over  again  by  these  adroit  pole- 


mics* 
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mics ;  but  there  was  one  gentleman  who  h^d  a  inaiH«» 
fest  advantage  over  all  the  rest,  and  that  was  Mr.  Au 
gustus  Toplady.  He  possessed  a  considerable  degree 
of  learning,  a  great  command  of  language,  an  exieiijt 
of  reading,  and  such  a  competency  of  liietapbyaics 
and  Ic^ic,  as  enabled  him  to  give  to  Calvinism  an  «t* 
tracting  appearance.  When  that  gentlemaa  died,  it 
seems  the  Wesleyan  metbodists  propagated  some 
scandalous  stories  coucerning  the  manner  pf  bis  de-» 
parture,  as  that  be  had  recanted  his  opinions,  and  ex«f 
pired  distracted.  In  confutation  of  this  slanderous 
repro^h,  Sir  Richard  printed  a  fmall  pampbJiet^  whicb 
abundantly  vindicated  the  consistent  integrity  of  his 
departed  friend,  and  did  honour  to  his  own  feelings. 

Since  that  time  he  has  published  a  few  other  pieces^ 
some  practical  and  others  controversiaK.  The  chief  of 
fats  works,  however,  is  '^  An  Apology  for  Brotherly 
JiDve,  and  for  the  Doctrines  of  the  Church  of  Eogr 
land,  in  Letters  to  the  Rev.  Charles  Daubeny ;  witbt 
a  Vindication  of  such  parts  of  Mr.  Wilberforce*s  Prac- 
tical View  as  have  been  objected  to  by  Mr.  Daubcoy 
in  bis  Guide  to  the  Church."  8vq.  17Q8.  In  this 
work.  Sir  Richard  evinces  greater  moderation  than  19 
^is  former  pieces ;  and  it  must  be  admitted  that,  so 
far  as  the  faith  of  the  church  of  England  is  concera^ 
be  encounters  his  adversary  to  great  advantage. 

We  here  close  our  vi^w  of  the  Qa«)netas  a  writer^ 
to  notice  him  as  a  divine  ;  for  be  it  known,  that  with 
all  his  zeal  for  the  church  pf  Englaod^  he  actuaily  of^- 
ficiates  as  a  preacher,  fir  an  exbgrter,  in  a  cbapel  at 
his  beautiful  seat  in  ^/'opshireu    Whether  ibis  he 

quite 
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quite  consistent  with  an  attachment  to  the  establishe  d 
church  is  a  point  which  we  shall  not  here  discuss,  but  it 
does  not  appear  to  be  strictly  agreeable  to  her  canons. 
It  may,  however,  be  considered  at  the  most  as  a  harm- 
less act  of  disobedience,  and  while  it  is  confined  to 
the  small  circle  of  his  own  family  and  friends,  is  not 
likely  to  do  much  mischief. 

The  Baronet  at  the  last  general  election  is  said  to 
have  been  so  intent  upon  bringing  in  a  near  relation 
for  the  town  of  Shrewsbury,  as  to  spend  many  thou- 
sand pounds  upon  the  contest,  in  which  he  had  the 
mortification,  however,  to  be  defeated.    This  elec-- 
tioneering  warfare  was  carried  on  with  all  that  fury 
and  intemperance  which  usually  disgraces  those  con* 
tenttons.      This  gave  considerable  disgust  to  Sir 
Bicbard's  friends,  who  thought  that  the  money  so  dis- 
posed  of  might  have  been  much  better  laid  out  in 
building  meeting-houses,  and  in  supporting  missiona* 
lies ;  for  it  seems  to  be  the  general  spirit  of  the  sect, 
that  this  sort  of  charity  and  benevolence  is  infinitely 
preferable  to  that  which  provides  for  the  bodily  dis- 
tresses of  mankind.    It  must,  however,  be  mentioned 
to  the  honour  of  the  worthy  Baronet,  that  be  has  ne- 
ver been  backward  in  contributing  bis  aid  to  the 
wants  of  his  fellow-creatures^    His  charities  are  well ' 
known  to  have  been  very  extensive  and  substantial, 
and  what  is  still   better,^  they  have  been  adminis« 
tered  in  the  true  spirit  of  the  g08pel-*-with  tender- 
ness and  secrecy.' 

Sir  Richard  has  laid  out  his  paternal  estate  with 
great  taate^  and  Hawkatone  is  at  present  one  of  the 

finest 
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finest  ornaments  of  the  county.  He  has  never  been 
married,  and  at  his  time  of  life  it  is  not  to  be  supposed 
that  he  will  change  his  condition. 


The  Rev.  ROWLAND  HILL  is  the  brother  of  the 
Baronet,  and  received  his  education  at  Eton  school,  a 
seminary  where  one  should  least  expect  that  a  scholar 
would  imitate  the  rigorous  and  gloomy  doctrines  ot 
Calvinism.  This,  however,  he  did,  and  shewed  a 
strong  predilection  for  the  eccentricities  of  metho- 
dism ;  which  gave  great  offence  to  his  father,  who 
'  entertained  an  idea,  that  as  his  fon  was*  designed  for 
the  church,  he  would  attain  to  the  highest  distinctions 
in  his  profession. 

From  Eton  he   removed  to  St.  John's  College, 
Cambridge,  where  he  proceeded,  with  some  repu- 
tation, to  his  degree  of  master  of  arts.     The  effer-r 
vcscence  of  his  zeal  was  however  so  strong,  that  he 
could  not  content  himfelf  within  the  limits  prescribed 
by  the  church  for  the  exercise  of  the  Ohristtan  mi- 
nistry J  but  before  he  was  of  proper  age  to  enter  into 
orders,  he  began  to  figure  as  a  preacher  among  the 
methodists,  especially  at  the  Tabernacle  and  at  Tot- 
tenham-court chapel  in  London.   Some  of  his  friends,^ 
however,  were  rather  displeased  with  his  precipitancy, 
especially  Mr.  Toplady,  who,  though    he  had  the 
greatest  affection  for  him,  was  zealous  for  conformity 
to  the  rules  of  the  establishment.     After  this  it  was 
with  great  difficulty  that  Mr.  Hill  could  procure  either 
a  title  to  orders,  or  the  consent  of  a  Bibhop  to  ordain 
him.    At  last  the  Bishop  of  Bath  and  Wells  admitted 

him 
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\\\m  Into  (be  cbarch  on  a,  curacy  in  his  diocese ;  but 
'wbether  Ji^  ever  proceeded  further  than  to  deacon's 
orders  is  uncertain.     He  did  not  long  continue  sta-* 
tionary ;  for,  in  imitation  of  his  great  example  Wbit- 
^I4»  be  begaQito  shew  off  bis  talents  and  bis  zeal 
in  l>arns;  in  nit^ting-bouses,  and  in   strqets.     His 
fanQpe was. soon  spread  far  and  wide;  for  though  be 
ndver  possessed  the  oratorical  powers  of  his.prototype, 
he  bad  youth,  warmth,  plea^ntoess,  and  high  con- 
nections to  recoiDmend  him.    The  son  of  a  baronejt 
gave  qonsequence  to  m^tbodiSmj  and  be  was  looked 
upon  as  another  Elisba.  succeeding  to  the  mantle  of 
the  Elijah  of  the  party,  Qeorge  Whitfield.  When  ^be 
controversy  raged  to  furiously  between  the  Calvihistic 
and  Arminian  metbodists»  Mr,  Hill  printed  some  very 
violent  pamphlets  against  Mr.  Wesley,  whom  be  by 
jio  means  treated  with  the  respect  due  to  his  profes* 
^ion  and  his  years.     Indeed,  as  a  controvcrtist,  our 
divine  falls  far  short  of  bis  brother  the  baronet,  both 
in  skill  and  tempen . . 

On  the  death  of  Mr.  Toplady,  who  bad,  with  much 
commendable  modesty,  forbidden  any  funeral  dis* 
/course  to  be  preached  at  bis  interment,  Mr.  Hill  was 
jguilty  of  a  pious  fraud,  which  every  liberal  man  will 
readily  excuse ;  he  delivered  an  oration  instead  of  a 
ferinon,  in  which  be  pronounced  a  warm  eulogium 
on  bis  departed  friend. 

In  1783  be  laid  the  foundation  of  a  large  chapel^ 
in  Blackfriars-foad,  which  was  opened  in  the  course 
of  the  following  yqar.  This  structure  is  of  an  Qcta- 
gonal  form,  and  tbough  very  spacious  is  constantly 

crowded. 


crowded.  Mr.  Hill  regularly  officiates  at  this  chapef 
iRrhen  in  London  ;  but  he  spends  a  considerable  pert 
of  the  suntmer  in  travellings  particularly  into  Scot^ 
land,  as  an  itinerant  missionary. 

Mr.  Hill  is  by  no  means  a  strait  laK^ed  son  oftk6 
establishment ;  for  he  as  readily  preaches  io  a  con^ 
Venticle  as  in  a  churchy  and  fats  own  pulpit  is  open  to 
men  of  all  sects,  episcopalians,  pre^yterians,  inde^ 
pendents,  and  baptists^  ordained  atid  unordained* 
Yet  in  his,  as  in  most  of  the  <^lvinistical  chapels  be- 
longing to  the  methodists,  the  church  liturgy  is  read 
on  Sundays ;  but  we  are  informed  on  the  best  autho- 
rity that  the  readers  are  not  in  ord<irs. 

The  character  of  Mr.  Hill  stands  jdstly  high  in  the 
estimation  of  his  party^  and  we  believe  that  he  is  sin- 
cere in  his  professions,  and  disinterested  in  his  labours. 
Many  curions  anecdotes  are  told  of  his  pulpit  do^ 
quence  ;  for  hid  sermons  are,  and  we  speak  from  per- 
sonal knowledge,  a  strange  medley  of  incongruities. 
In  the  midst  of  a  solemn  exhortation,  and  some  vehe^^ 
ment  denunciation  against  sinners,  it  is  no  unusual 
thing  for  him  to  introduce  a  whimsical  story,  which 
tends  to  discompose  the  muscles  of  the  gfavest  old 
woman  in  the  congregation.  It  must  be  allowed, 
•however,  that  Mr.  Hill  possesses  a  knaci  of  relating 
an  anecdote,  and  that  in  general  he  introduces  hift. 
tales  with  tolerable  effect.  But  at  times  bis  love  of 
a  joke  carries  him  to  the  very  verge  of  decorum,  as 
was  on6e  the  case  at  St  John's  church,  in  Wapping, 
where  he  was  engaged  to  preach  a  charity  sermotr. 
Observing  that  bis  auditory  was  very  large^  and  made 

up 
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irp  in  general  of  seafariiig  persons  who  Are  not  ceic-*' 
brated  for  overmuch  religion,  he  exclaimed,  that  he  wa* 
come  to  preach  to  great  sinners,  notorious  sinners, pro- 
fane sinners,  aye,  said  be,  with  peculiar  emphasis,  and 
*<  WAPi^iwte  SiifNERS.**  This  climax. operated  like 
an  electric  shock  through  all  the  congregation,  and 
faighl;^  friended  the  inhabitants  of  that  /o£/^  part  of 
tbe  towh,  who  conceived  themselves  materiaUj  in- 
suked  by  such  a  debasement  of  their  ptaee  of  abode. 

In  commote  cot^versation  Mr.  Hill  is  exceedingly 
entivefiiYi^,  anrf  has  no  feature  of  the  fenatie.c  He' 
atkXiafls  with  pleasamt  stories,  amid  is  rery  happy  tt  a 
re|)Qrtee/  In  disposition  be  is- liberal,  and  his  cbati*' 
ties  are large.  Those  benevolent  institutiofys;^  tbe  soup 
Mcietite,'  oWe  their  origin  and  estabKshtnidrit  to  Ins 
]^Fafnt1itopy,*and  to  his  honour  we  sfwik,  bisbdun- 
tf fiil  exettions  are  not  confined  within^  the  pafe  of  a 
parHcofa^  sect. 

T*^o  ihstances  of  his  generosity,  as  being  Well  ao- 
tbenttcated,  we  shall  readily  insert  in*  this  sketch. 
BeHyg  eiilled  upon  one  evening  to  visit  k  sick  man» 
he  found  a  poor  emaciated  creature  in  ft  wretched  bfed^ 
withotA  any  thing  to  comfort  him  in  bis  miserable 
condition.  Looking  more  narrowly,  he  observed  that 
tbe  man  Was  actually  without  a  shirt,  cm  which  he 
instantly  stripped  himself,  and  forced  his  own  upon 
tbe-I^Iuctai^t,  surptizcd,  and  grateful  object;  then 
buttoning  hini^lf  up  close  he  hastened  homewards^ 
sent  irll  thingil  tbat  wcr«  necessary  for  the  destitute 
being,  provided  medical  aid,  And  bftd'the  ^tisftction 
crf're^dHng  b  fell6w*creatui^  f«  bis  family,*  und  of 

placing 
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placiag  him  in  a  situation  to  provide  for  tbcir  sap^ 
port.  • 

The  other  anecdote  is  still  more  remarkable.  A^ 
he  was  once  travelling  alone,  he  ^vas  accosted  by  a 
footpad,  who, by  the  agitation  of  ^is  voice  and  nrianner, 
appeared  to  be  raw  in  his  profession.  After  deliver- 
ing to  the  man  his  money  and  watch,  cm'iosity  prompt- 
cd.bim  to  put  a  question  or  two  to  him.  upon  tbe  mof 
lives  which  urged  him  to  )so  desperate  a  course;  The 
man  candidly  confesse4,  that  being  out  of  emplqy- 
nicnt».witha  wife  find  children  who  we^^e  perisl^ing 
fpr  want,  despair  bad-^rped  him  to  turn  robbefr^  h\kt 
ihs^t  this  Was  the  6fst  a<:t  he  bad  been  eing^ged  io^ 
Mr.  Hill  communicated  his  name  and  addr^ss^  and 
told  him  if  hb  would  call  upoa  him  the  ne^t  4ay.  be 
would'  see  what  could  be  done  ^r  bim*  T.b^  -in^a 
came,  dnd  was  tdken^into  the  service,  of  our  divine, 
with  whom  he  continued  until  his  deatb.  This  ad-^ 
venture^  it  is  faid,  Mr.  Hill  related  himself  in  tbp  fu- 
neral Sermon  which  he  delivered  on  the*  death  of  his 
domestic.  Kespecting  such  circumstances ;  no  com-, 
mcnt  is  necessary ;  they  speak  for  thems^Ives^  and  will* 
have  a  powerful  effect  iipon  every  feeling  be^rt* 

Mr.  Rowland  HIU  has  published  several,  single 
sermons  and  pious  tracts,  none  of  which  cqc^it  notice 
except  the  ^^  Joarnal  of  a  Tour  through  the  North  of 
England  and  parts  of  Scotland,  iu  1 798.**  8vo.  This 
performance  is  very  entertaining,  and  contains  some* 
curious  descriptions  of  places,  persons,  pnd  manners^ 
But  the  freedom  with  which  the  author  treated  the 
SiCQtoh  qharcb  gave  |preat  offence  tq  the  presbytertan 

clergy. 
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clergy,  and  procured  the  honour  of  an  answer  from 
Dr.  Jamieson,  a  respectable  divine  of  that  establish* 
ment. 

Mr.  Hill  married  Miss  Mary  Tudwayi  of  Somer- 
setshire, by  whom  he  has  no  issue* 

He  has  a  brother  in  orders,  the  Rev.  Brian  Hill,, 
A.  M.  who  is  settled  in  Derbyshire,  and  performs  the 
duties  of  a  regular  parish-priest  with  distinguished 
credit.  He  is  the  author  of  some  poems  of  meritj^ 
particularly  one  entitled  *^  Eugenius  and  Acasto.'* 


DR.    JOHN     LAW, 
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IT  has  often  been  observed,  that  where  nature  has 
bestowed  great  powers,  the  love  of  fame  burns  with  a 
proportionate  ardour,  and  that  the  exertions  of  men 
of  genius  are  called  forth  and  rewarded  by  the  admi- 
ration which  they  naturally  excite.  The  observation 
has  been  made  and  received  with  greater  confidence, 
because  the  characters  which  confirm  it  are  by  their 
nature  prominent  and  press  themselves  on  our  regard^ 
while  those  which  contradict  it  delight  to  retire  from 
public  view,  and  do  not  enter  with  their  proper  weight 
into  our  considerations.  But  an  attentive  survey  of 
life  will  discover  many  who,  though  distinguished  by 
their  powers  and  attainments,  do  not  seek  for  happi« 
ness  in  the  applause  of  mankind,  but  preferring  a  calm 
repose  to  turbulent  enjoyments,  decline  the  honours 
wfiicb  are  placed  within  their  reach.    To  the  num- 
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her  of  these  is  to  be  added  the  subj^t  of  the  follow- 
ing memoir. 

Dr.  John  Law,  Bishop  of  Elphin,  was  born  at  Grey-* 
stoke,  in  Cumberland^  in  1745.  ,  His  father,  Dr. Ed- 
mund Law,  the  late  Bishop  of  Carlisle,  was  at  that 
time  rector  of  Greystoke,  to  which  he  had  been  pre- 
sented by  the  university  of  Cambridge,  in  1737*  In 
1743  he  was  created  Archdeacon  of  Carlisle,  and  in 
1746  removed  to  Salkeld,  another  village  in  Cum- 
berland, of  which  the  rectory  is  annexed  to  the  arch- 
deaconry, where  the  early  years  of  the  Bishop  of 
Elphin  were  spent. 

In  this  retirement  it  is  probable  that  Dr.  Law  be- 
stowed a  considerable  part  of  his  time  on  the  educa- 
tion of  bis  children.  The  Bishop  of  Elphin  was  sent 
at  an  early  age  to  the  Charter-house^  and  we  may 
conclude  that  he  went  very  well  prepared  by  the  in- 
structions of  his  father.  From  the  Charter-bouse, 
where  he  enjoyed  the  benefit  of  the  foundation,  he 
removed  to  Christ's  College,  Cambridge,  in  1762. 
At  school  he  was  greatly  distinguished  by  the  ele- 
gance both  of  his  prose  and  poetical  compositions. 
The  early  productions  of  great  men  have  an  interest 
which  is  independent  of  their  merit ;  but  the  toss  of 
some  pieces  which  the  Bishop  of  Elphin  wrote  when 
very  young  is  lamented  by  his  friends,  with  a  warmth 
of  regret  which  only  uncommon  excellence  could 
have  excited. 

At  Cambridge  be  found  that  those  who  directed 
the  pursuits  of  the  place  gave  a  decided  preference  to 
the  nnathematical  sciences :  they  of  ^urse  became^ 
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from  this  resson,  the  principal  subjects  of  his  studies^ 
and  he  afterwards  pursued  them  with  additional  ar- 
dour, fi-om  the  pleasure  which  they  afforded  him. 
The  advances  which  he  made  while  an  under-gra- 
duate  in  the  knowledge  of  fluxions,  and  the  other 
higher  parts  of  analytics,  were  very  uncommon.  At 
the  senate- house  examination,  after  a  severe  contest^ 
Mn  Amald,  of  St.  John's,  was  placed  first  on  the  list 
of  wranglers,  and  the  Bishop  of  Elphin  the  second  ; 
it  being  declared  that  Mr.Arnald's  place  was  in  some 
measure  owing  to  his  having  read  without  a  private 
tutor,  while  the  Bishop  of  Elphin  had  been  assisted 
by  the  late  Judge  Wilson,  one  of  the  ablest  men  in 
the  university :  an  arrangement  with  which,  and  with 
its  reason,  the  Bishop  of  Elphin  was  very  much  dis- 
contented. 

After  he  had  taken  his  bachelor's  degree,  he  was 
a  candidate  for  one  of  the  Chancellors  medals,  which 
are  adjudged  annually  to  the  best  proficients  in  clas- 
»cal  learning,  who  have  not  ranked  lower  in  the  tripos 
than  senior-optimes."*^  These  medals,  it  is  supposed, 
were  never  more  powerfully  contested  than  in  this 
year.  Dr.  Law  obtained  the  first.  It  is  understood 
that  he  obtained  it  decisively,  and  that  tbe#  abilities 
of  fais'antagonists  added  to  the  honour,  but  not  to  the 
danger  of  bis  victory. 

Mr.  Amald  was  the  senior  wrangler  of  his  year, 
was  a  man  of  great  powers,  and  though  inferior  in 
matbeniatical  genius  to  Dr.  Law,  had  used  such  ex* 
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ertions,  and  bent  them  with  that  singleness  to  the 
point  of  the  senate-house  cxanoination^  as  to  be  fully 
entitled  to  the  situation  which  he  attained*  His  con* 
ceptions  were  in  an  uncommon  degree  quick  and  clear^ 
and  his  memory  made  whatever  he  had  once  acquired 
always  his  own.  Though  not  gifted  with  the  powers 
which  can  extend  the  bounds  of  mathematics^  he  pos* 
sessed  that  taste  which  perceives  the  beauty  of  the 
science,  and  can  improve  the  inventions  of  others: 
a  copiousness  and  elegance  of  expression,  a  peculiar 
felicity  in  illustrating  and  explaining,  rendered  him 
an  admirable  lecturer.  From  the  moment  of  hia 
commcucingbachelor  of  arts,  when  merely  permitted 
the  undisturbed  exertion  of  bis  abilities,  he  allowed 
his  mother,  the  widow  of  a  clergyman,  200l.  per  an-* 
num.  He  soon  became  fellow  and  tutor  of  St.  John*» 
College.  When  the  establishment  for  the  education 
of  the  Prince  of  Wales  was  formed,  he  was  appointed 
sub-tutor  to  his  Royal  Highness.  This  situation 
placed  in  his  prospect  the  greatest  preferments  of  the 
church,  which  he  already  grasped  with  the  most 
lively  ambition.  A  canonry  of  Wiinlsor  was  scarcely 
bestowed  on  him,  when  all  bis  hopes  were  crushed 
by  the  heaviest  calamity  incident  to  humanity,  the 
loss  of  reason.  He  has  now  languished  many  years 
ip  a  state  too  dreadful  for  description,  and  nothing  is 
left  to  his  friends  but  to  wish  that  death  may  pat  a 
speedy  termination  to  his  sufferings. 

The  exertions  of  Df .  Law^werc  rewarded  by  bid 
college  With  the  first  fellowship  which  they, could  give 
him,  and  the  reputation  which  he  had  established 
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made  it  convenient  for  Dr.  Shephard,  at  that  tim^ 
tutor  of  Christ's,  to  offer  him  a  share  of  the  tuition. 
He  bad  Dr.  Paley,  the  celebrated  author  of  the  *•  Mo- 
ral and  Political  Philosophy/*  for  bis  associate^  who 
though  three  years  his  senior  in  the  university,  was 
nearly  his  coteonporary  as  a  fellow  of  the  college* 
The  lectures  were  entirely  divided  between  Dr.  Paley 
and  Dr.  Law,  Dr.  Shepherd  and  bis  assistants  bdog 
content  that  he  should  confipe  himself  to  managing 
the  accounts.  The  higher  branches  of  the  mathe- 
matics, classics,  and  metaphysics  were  taught  by  Dr. 
Law,  while  Dr.  Paley  lectured  on  the  priueiples  of 
moral  and  political  philosophy,  the  Greek  Testament, 
and  those  branches  of  the  mathematics  which  were 
read  by  the  junior  part  of  the  under-graduates. 

The  union  of  such  great  abilities  in  the  tutors 
quickly  elevated  the  college  to  an  unprecedented 
height  of  reputation.  Every  college  is  in  some  de- 
gree supported  by  its  connections,  which  people  it 
with  a  succession  of  members ;  but  Christ's  College, 
while  it  flourished  under  Dr.  Paley  and  Dr.  Law,  was 
crowded  by  students,  who  had  no  other  attractioa 
than  the  advantages  which  might  be  expected  from 
the  lectures  of  such  celebrated  teachers.  .Since  he 
left  the  unhrersity.  Dr.  Law  has  risen  through  a  series 
of  promotions  to  his  present  elevated  station;  but  it 
may  be  reasonably  presumed  that  the  happiest  years  c£ 
his  life  were  those  which  he  passed  in  his  college.  His 
under-gratuateship  was  indeed  spent  in  severe  exer- 
tions ;  but  it  must  be  remembered  that  the  exertions 
of  study  are  attended  by  an  oblivion  of  all  other  cafes, 
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and  that  his  labours  were  animated  by  a  flattering^ 
prospect  of  those  brilliant  honours  with  which  they 
were  rewarded.    While  tutor  he  enjoyed  the  just  and 
solid  satisfaction  which  results  from  the  consciousness 
of  being  eminently  usefulyand  from  the  persuasion  of 
being  esteemed  so.     The  pleasures  of  literary  society, 
60  valuable  to  a  literary  man,  Cambridge  furnished  to 
bim  in  the  highest  perfection.     In  Dr.  Paley,  a  narae 
familiar  to  every  scholar,   he  found  a  friend,  with 
whom  a  similarity  of  genius,  an  union  of  interest  and 
labours,  connected  him  by  the  closest  and  most  pleas- 
ing ties.     With  Dr.  Waring,  Dr.  John  Jebb,  and 
many  other  celebrated  characters,  who  were  his  co- 
temporaries  in  the  university,  he  was  united  in  the 
most  intimate  friendship  ;  and  when  we  are  enume- 
rating the  sources  of  happiness  which  the  university 
afforded  him,  we  ought  not  to  omit  the  residence  of 
i)is  family^  which  removed  to  Cambridge  on  the  ap- 
pointment of  his  father  to  the  mastership  of  Peter- 
house,  in  1756. 

The  intimacy  of  theBishop  of  Elphin  with  Dr .War- 
ing arose  from  some  very  important  services  rendered 
by  his  father  to  that  celebrated  mathematician,  in  his 
canvas  for  the  Lucasian  professorship.  A  very  strong 
interest  was  made  in  favour  of  another  candidate, 
whom  the  ma^er  of  Peter*house  resolutely  opposed, 
and  it  is  understood  that  his  support  was  a  very  ne- 
cessary addition  to  the  mathematical  reputation  of 
Dr.  Waring,  which  alone  should  have  secured  to  him 
the  professorship.  The  intimacy,  begun  from  a  con* 
nection  produced  by  this  circumstance,  was  rendered 

closer 


4€ 


BISHOP  OP  SI.PHIK.  167 

cloier  b^  their  common  fondness  for  analytical  specu  *• 
lations,  in  which  Dr.  Law  was  deeply  skilled^  and  in 
M^bich  Dr.  Waring  is  allowed  to  have  excelled  all 
mankind*  His  wori:  entitled  ''  Praprietates  Curva- 
rum  jilgebraicarumY'  is  dedicated  to  the  Bishop  of  Car- 
lisle, **  pro  summo  suo  in  confer endo  professorio  munert 
mffragii  patrociniique  heneficio  proque  iUd  qua  Jiu  usus 
^st  opt  miJiUi  ope  et  amciiid^  graMudinis  ^rfo'*— ^"  as  a 
token  of  his  gratitude  for  the  very  great  benefit  of 
his  suffrage  and  patronage  when  the  author  obtain- 
^'  ed  the  situation  of  professor,  and  for  the  assistance 
^  which  he  had  often,  derived  from  his  excellent  son^ 
*'  and  the  friendship  with  which  he  bad  been  long 
^  honoured  by  him.*' 

The  Bishop  of  Elpbin  was  Induced,  by  bis  admira- 
tion of  genius,  to  cultivate  the  acquaintance  of  the 
well  known  Israel  Lyons,  who,  though  not  a  member 
of  the  university^  was  resident  in  Cambridge.  They 
who  were  personally  acquainted  with  that  wonderful 
man  are  impressed  with  a  higher  opinion  of  him  than 
those  who  know  him  only  from  his  works ;  and  no 
one  was  more  able  to  estimate  his  powers,  or  is  more 
inclined  to  acknowledge  their  extent,  than  the  Bishop 
of  Elpbin.  Israel  Lyons  was  born  of  Jewish  parents^ 
and  discovered  when  very  young  an  extraordinary 
passion  and  capacity  for  mathematical  studies.  This 
introduced  him  to  Dr.  Smith,  the  late  master  of  Tri- 
nity, who  was  himself  an  eminent  mathematician. 
It  is  said  that  Dr,  Smith,  wishing  to  increase  his  op- 
portunities of  reading,  offered  him  a  lay-fellowship  of 
Trinity,  on  condition  that  he  would  embrace  Chris* 
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tianity ;  and  that  the  offer  was  rejected  ratlier  from 
national  and  family  motives^  than  frotn  the  strength 
of  his  religions  attachments.  In  1759  be  published 
e  system  of  fluxions^  which  placed  him  in  the  tank  of 
the  first  mathematicians  of  the  age^  and  which  all  the 
subsequent  improvements  and  treatises  have  not  de* 
prived  of  its  popularity.  The  studies  of  Mr.  Lyons 
were  not  confined  to  mathematics:  he  was  a  botanist, 
and  his  knowledge  of  botany,  on  which  he  wrote, 
would  alone  have  distinguished  his  name.  For  bis 
support  he  taught  mathematics  to  pupils  in  the  oni* 
versity^  whom  his  reputation  easily  procured  him. 
At  that  time  the  disputations  in  the  schools  were  de« 
vated  into  consequence  by  the  exertions  of  the  pre*> 
sent  Bishop  of  LlandafF  and  the  late  Dr.  Jebb,  and 
Mr.  Lyons  was  celebrated  for  supplying  to  bis  pupils 
the  most  ingenious  arguments  that  were  produced  on 
these  occasions :  his  objections  were  sometimes  of  a 
serious  nature,  but  in  general  they  were  necessarily 
cavils  ;  and  it  is  to  be  lamented  that  so  great  a  genius 
should  ever  have  been  condemned  to  the  frivolous 
employment  of  raising  difficulties  which  had  no  real 
existence.  His  lectures  afforded  him  an  adequate 
support ;  he  was  patronized  by  the  first  characters  in 
the  university,  and  bis  comforts  and  respectability 
might  have  been  continued,  had  be  not  become  the 
slave  of  a  fatal  intemperance.  He  became  an  habitual 
drunkard,  and  all  the  usCial  degrading  effects  of 
drunkenness  soon  appeared  in  his  character.  Other 
miseries  besides  those  attending  the  loss  of  reputation 
began  to  press  upon  him :  his  pupils  fell  off,  for  be 
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used  entirely  to  neglect  thos^vbo  did  tiot  Supply  him 
with  wine  during  his  attendance.  When  the  vby«gG 
to  the  north  pole^  under  Captain  Phipps,  in  1773,  waa 
pianned^Mr.  Lyons  was  rccoaimended  as  a  proper  peiw 
son  to  superintend  the  mathematical  objects  of  the 
voyage*  A  most  remarkable  circumstance  was  the  cOn« 
sequence  of  this  voyage.  The  novelty. or  pleasure  of 
the  engagement,  or  the  separation  from  his  fonner 
connections,  effected  a  happy  and  total  revolution  in 
his  habits,  and  he  was  no  longer  a  drunkard.  JtiEe  did 
not  when  he  returned  to  England  relapse,  but  ap- 
peared restored  to  himself  and  his  studies :  whatever 
,  might  have  been  now  rapected  from  him  was  defeated 
by  bis  death,  which  happened,  very  much  regretted 
by  the  lovers  of  science,  soon  after  his  return,  in  1775. 

The  same  motives  whidh  induced  the  Bishop  of 
Elpbin  to  seek  the  acquaintance  of  Lyons,  led  him 
to  introduce  himself  by  a  visit  to  the  celebrated 
Emerson.  This  extraordinary  man,  equally  famous 
tot  his  mathematics  abilities  and  his  eccentricities, 
-spent  his  time  between  the  duties  of  a  laborious  far* 
met  and  the  studies  of  a  profound  mathematician  : 
be  was  found  by  the  Bishop  of  Elphin  in  the  dress  of 
the  peasantry  of  the  country,  seated  on  the  top  of  his 
bouse,  and  employed  in  roofing  it. 

In  1773,  after  a  residence  of  eleven  years,  the  Bi- 
shop of  Elphin  left  the  university.  His  ftther.  Dr. 
Edmund  Law,  had,  in  1768,  been  promoted  to  the 
]>tshopric  of  Carlisle,  and  in  ]  773  he  presented  his  son 
to  the  living  of  Warkworth,  in  Northumberland,  and 
to  a  stall  in  the  cathedral  at  Carlisle.    Dr.  Edmund 
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Law  was  indebted  for  his  elevation  to  the  bench,  to 
the  Duke  of  Grafton,  whom  in  his  election  to  the 
chancellorship  of  the  university  he  had  supported  with 
all  his  influence.  No  member  of  the  university  ever 
had  greater  weight  in  it  than  the  late  Bishop  of  Car* 
lisle  seems  to  have  possessed,  and  yet  he  is  described 
by  his  biographer,  Dr.Paley,  ^^  as  a  man  of  a  studious 
and  retired  character,  whose  life  was  a  life  of  inces- 
sant reading  and  thought/'  This  can  only  be  a  just 
delineation  of  what  he  was  in  the  repose  of  age  and 
•satisfied  ambition.  It  appears  that,  in  1737,  when 
not  of  considerable  standing,  he  was  presented  by  the 
university  of  Cambridge  to  a  valuable  living;  and  any^ 
one  who  has  attended  to  the  affairs  of  the  world,  will 
feel  the  improbability  of  a  silent  and  unambitious 
scholar  being  preferred  by  a  numerous  body  of  pa- 
trons, each  of  whom  might  have  opposed  him  aa  a  can- 
didate. In  a  contest  for  the  high-stewardship  of  the 
university,  his  services  induced  the  Duke  of  New* 
castle  to  exert  his  influence  in  procuring  him  a  stall 
in  the  cathedral  of  Durham.  The  services  must  have 
been  considerable  which  were  thought  worthy  of  so 
great  a  reward.  The  Duke  of  Grafton  never  aflebted 
the  character  of  a  patron  of  *  literature,  we  Cfnoot 
therefore  attribute  the  promotion  of  Dr.  Law  to  his 
regard  for  the  learning  of  that  distinguished  prelate^ 
which  rendered  bim  so  worthy  of  bis  elevation,  but 
must  ascribe  it  to  the  powerful  support  which  he  had 
lent  to  his  Grace.  Those  Vfho.  are  acquainted  with 
the  university  will  aIIow>  that  np  statiop,  no  learQiog* 
no  respectability,  unless  united  with  activity  apd  ip* 
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trigue^  could  establish  an  interest  which  sbouM  ap- 
pear so  important  in  the  eyes  of  those  noblemen,  vrho 
estimated  its  magnitude  from  their  own  experience 
of  its  effects. 

After  he  had  left  college,  Dr.  Law  resided  in  Car- 
lisle. He  married  a  lady  of  that  place,  who  was 
sister  to  Mr.  Wallace,  the  celebrated  counsel.  In 
the  year  1777  he  was  made  archdeacon  of  the  dio- 
cese. Among  those  with  whpm  he  was  acquaint- 
ed, and  from  whom  he  received  occasional  visits  at 
Carlisle,  appears  to  have  been  Mr.  Boswell,  who  in  a 
letter  to  Dr.  Johnson,  dated  Carlisle,  says,  '*  I  found 
^^  Mr.  Law  the  archdeacon,  son  of  the  Bishop,  with 
^^  whom  I  breakfasted  and  dined  vefy  agreeably ;  I 
got  acquainted  with  him  here  at  the  assizes^  about 
a  year  and  a  half  ago :  he  is  a  man  of  great  variety 
of  knowledge,  uncommon  genius,  and,  I  believe, 
sincere  religion.'* 

It  is  said  that  the  Bishop  of  Elphin,  while  nomi- 
nally archdeacon,  was  in  effect  the  Bishop  of  Carlisle. 
The  age,  the  infirmities,  and  the  consequent  inacti- 
vity of  his  father,  his  general  absence  from  the  dio- 
cese, where  he  spent  only  three  months  of  the  year, 
conspired  to  throw  the  management  of  all  affairs  into 
those  hands,  into  which  they  could  devolve  with  the 
greatest  propriety  and  confidence.  The  patronage 
of  the  bishopric,  is  not  very  considerable,  but  he  unit- 
ed with  it  latterly  the  disposal  of  a  great  part  of  the  pre- 
ferments which  are  in  the  gift  of  the  Dean  and  Chap- 
ter of  Carlisle.  He  was  himself  a  member  of  the  chap- 
ter, his  connections  were  gradually  introduced  into 
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it,  and  his  interest  was  strengthened  hy  the  influence 
ix^hich  be  derived  from  his  father.  Power  and  patro- 
mage  have  a  natural  tendency  to  produce  their  owa 
growth,  for  support  is  willingly  lent  to  those  who  are 
already  strong,  and  who  can  hold  out  the  expectation 
of  returning  more  than  is  given. 

Tbe  first  object  of  the  Bishop  of  Elphin  was  to 
'provide  for  Dr.  Paley.  In  17  76  he  wa$  presented  to 
the  living  of  Dalston^  in  Cumberiand,  and  not  long 
afterwards  to  that  of  Appleby,  in  Westmoreland,  one 
of  the  best  rectories  in  the  gift  of  the  Bishop  of  Car* 
iislo.  This  he  exchanged  for  a  prebend  in  the  catho* 
dral  at  Carlisle,  in  1780*  Dr.  Paley,  in  his  present 
exaltation,  will  not  be  unwilling  to  confess  the  Bishop 
of  Elphin  the  author  of  his  fortune,  as  some  of  the 
great  preferments  he  now  holds  were  bestowed  on  himt 
partly  because  he  was  able  to  resign  those  which  he 
previously  owed  to  the  zealous  kindness  of  bis  friend. 

The  circumstances  by  which  Dr.  Law  was  ^evated 
to  a  bishopric  were  entirely  unexpected.  In  the 
famous  trial  between  Sir  James  Lowtber  and  the 
Duke  of  Portland,  in  1 767,  (so  famous  as  to  be  a 
leading  feature  of  the  history  of  the  time,  and  the 
foundation  of  an  act  of  parliament)  concerning  a  very 
extensive  property  which  Sir  James  wished  to  wrest 
from  bis  Grace  by  a  grant  of  the  crown,  the  Duke  of 
Portland  found  it  necessary,  in  order  to  establish  hts 
claims,  to  examine  a  number  of  ancient  n)anuscripts« 
Some  which  were  imagined  to  be  of  great  importance, 
not  all  the  skill  of  those  employed  by  his  Grace 
could  decypher.    An  enquiry  was  therefore  made  ta 
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disoover  a  person  whose  knowledge  of  old  writing 
should  be  able  to  overcome  the  difficulties  with  which 
they  were  perplexed  j  and  a  clergyman,  a  native  of 
Cumberland^  in  the  station  of  a  curate,  was  founds 
vrbo  possessed  the  necessary  qualifications.  That  the 
event  of  the  trial  was  favourable  to  the  Duke  of  Port* 
land  is  well  known :  that  the  exertions  of  this  gentle* 
man  in  some  measure  contributed  to  it  is  probable, 
»nce  the  Duke  thought  himself  placed  by  them  un« 
der  great  obligations,  and  undertook  efTcQtually  to 
provide  for  him,  if  ever  it  should  be  in  his  power. 

When  Lord  North's  administration  was  overthrown 
in  1782,  and  the  party  of  which  the  Duke  of  Port* 
land  was  a  leading  member,  divided  among  them  the 
offices  of  the  state,  that  nobleman  obtained  the  Lord- 
lieutenancy  of  Ireland*     Soon  after  his  appointment 
the  bishopric  of  Clonfert  became  at  hisdisposal^  and 
by  means  of  this  bishopric  he  determined  to  pro- 
vide for  the  gentleman  already  mentioned.     Some 
circumstances  rendered  it  improper  to  advance  him 
to  the  exalted  station  which  was  vacant,  and  therefore 
a  clergyman  was  sought  for  whose  character  should 
f  assess  stffficient  dignity^  and  who  should  be  able  to  re-> 
sign  preferments  which  were  valuable,  and  to  which 
no  uncommon  responsibility  or  pul^licity  was  attach'* 
ed.    Bvcry  desirable  circumstance  centered  in  Dr^ 
Law,  and  accbrdingly,  in  1782,  he  was  promoted  ta 
the  bishopric  of  Clonfert,  and  all  his  preferments,  ex-* 
oept  the  archdeaconry,  were  bestowed  by  the  Bishop 
of  Carlifiie  on  the  person  recommended  by  the  Duke 
of  Portland.  The  archdeaconry  was  given  toDtr.  Paley*. 
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As  this  exchange  was  very  highly  in  Df .  Lftw*s  fk* 
row,  in  point  of  rank,  income,  and  of  ^very  thing 
except  country,  and  as  it  is  not  understood  that  he 
had  any  personal  connection  with  the  Duke  of  Port«^ 
land,  it  is  probable  that  he  did  not  expect  further  pnH 
niotion  from  his  Grace.     It  is  said  that  some  promises 
were  received  by  the  gentleman  we  have  alluded  tOj^ 
which  were  not  executed,  because  the  preferments  to 
which  they  referred  did  not  become  vacant;  but  these 
might  be  made  from  a  sense  of  what  Dr.  Law  already 
enjoyed,  and  not  from  the  prospect  of  future  obliga-* 
tions.     Whatever  might  have  been  the  intentions  of 
the  Lord-lieutenant,  they  were  rendered  unavailing 
by  the  short  date  of  his  power,  of  which  a  few  months 
saw  the  beginning  and  the  end. 

Dr.  Law  carried  with  him  to  Ireland,  as  his  secre*^ 
tary  and  steward,  Mr.  John  Howard,  a  name  not  un- 
known to  mathematicians.    Some  circumstances  had 
recommended  this  eminent  genius,  when  a  young 
man  and  in  a  low  situation,  to  the  notice  of  Dr.  Law, 
who,  with  his  usual  ardour  in  the  cause  of  science, 
delivered  him  from  a  mechanical  employment,  sup- 
plied him  with  opportunities  of  reading,  and  even  as- 
sisted him  personally  in  his  studies.  Among  his  qualifi- 
cations, that  of  superintending  with  care  the  ceconomy 
of  a  &mily  was  not  found  to  be  one.    After  a  short 
stay  in  Ireland  he  lefl  the  Bishop  of  Clonfert,  and 
established  a  school  in  Carlisle,  in  which*  he  taught 
mathematics  to  those  of  his  pupils  who  were  able  to 
receive  his  instructions.     The  inattention  with  whick 
a  man  of  genius  must  always  execute  the  painful  4ask 
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of  informing  the  minds  of  children,  neither  capable  or 
desirous  of  obtaining  knowledge,  did  not  prevent  his 
school  from  floorishing.  In  the  midst  of  his  avocations, 
in  the  midst  of  the  lowest  debauchery,  he  was  contir 
nually  adding  to  his  mathematical  acquisitions.   AAct 
residing  in  Carlisle  a  few  years,  he  began  to  wish  for  a 
wider  scene  than  it  afforded  him,  and  determined  to 
remove  to  Newcastle-'Upon-Tyne.     In  that  place  ho 
taught  a  school,  which  his  reputation  filled  with  8cbo« 
lars.    In  1798  he  published  a  treatise  on  spherical 
geometry.    This  work  diffused  among  the  readers  o£ 
mathematics  the  high  opinion  of  the  author  which 
bad  always  been   entertained  by  his  friends.    The 
work  in  the  dedication  is  presented  to  the  Bishop  of 
Elphin,  *'  as  a  humble  specimen  of  the  produce  of  that 
'^  tree,  which  if  it  had  produced  any  thing  good,  owed 
''  all  to  his  generous  and  disinterested  culture."    In 
the  preface  he  complains  that  "  the  book  had  been 
**'  brought  to  its  present  state  amidst  inconvenience 
**  and  distraction,  in  sickness  and  in  sorrow  ;  that  it 
''  had  its  origin  in  a  vain  endeavour  to  amuse  the 
**  mind  under  a  violent  and  lengthened  pressure  of 
''  bodily  pain  ;  and  that  it  had  been  interrupted  in  its 
*'  progress  by  a  concatenation  of  private  ills,  such  as 
^*  is  not  commonly  the  lot  of  humanity."    This  state 
of  his  health  must  be  regretted  by  the  admirers  of  his 
genius,  as  it  undoubtedly  interfered  with  his  eser- 
tions,  and' his  sufferings  would  have  deserved  our  pity, 
had  they  not  been  the  inevitable  consequences  of  his 
vices.     His  constitution  had  fallen  a  victim,  and  hei 
<£ed  in  kss  than  a  year  after  the  publication  .of  .his.- 

^  work^ 


work.  Mr.  Howard  was  not  a  mere  tnathematicfan, 
he  had  a  taste  for  elegant  literature,  he  relished  the 
beauties  of  poetry,  and  composed  verses  which  neither 
advanced  nor  injured  his  reputation.  He  was  the 
life  of  the  riotous  parties,  in  which  he  consumed  his 
health  and  time;  no  man  ever  excelled  him  in  what 
is  distinguished  by  the  name  of"  low  humour:**  hia^ 
anecdotes  were  so  amusing,  bis  imager  so  ludicrous 
and  so  happily  combined,  his  manner  s6  irresistible, 
that  his  coarseness  could  not  prevent  him  from  being 
entertaining  to  the  most  polished  hearer.  It  was  a 
very  remarkable  trait  of  his  character,  that  slavery  to 
the  passions  was  not  in  him  attended  by  prodigality 
when  pleasure  was  concerned  ;  though  be  could  not 
resist  his  passions,  he  scrupled  not  to  practise  any 
meanness  which  should  render  the  indulgence  of^ 
them  as  little  expensive  as  possible.  The  effects  of 
his  oeconomy  appeared  in  leaving  the  sum  of  money 
which  astonished  those  who  knew  the  opportunities  he 
had  of  accumulating  it.  The  character  of  a  writer  must' 
be  determined  by  his  works ;  but  we  are  to  estimate 
his  abilities  by  weighing  together  with  his  works  tbij 
circumstances  under  which  they  were  produced.  If 
we  consider  that  Mr.  Howard  was  almost  to  the  age 
of  manhood  without  the  opportunities  of  improve- 
ment ;  that,  excepting  a  few  yeard,  he  was  condemned 
during  the  remainder  of  a  short  life  to  a  laborious  em- 
ployment ;  if  we  add  his  daily  intemperance,  which 
if  it  did  not  afFect  his  faculties,  at  least  impeded  the 
exercise  of  them,  we  roust  conclude  that  only  very 
UDCOHmioo  powers,  could  elevate  him  to  that  height. 
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.  Dr.  Paley,  in  the  preface  to  his  book  on  the  "  Prin- 
ciples; of- Moral  and  Political  Philosophy/' enumen 
fates  aftiong  his  motives  for  making  it  public^  the 
"  reciommendation  of  an  honoured  atid  excellehl 
*'  friend."  In  this  expression  he  alludes  fo  Dr.  Lawi 
SAich  an  acknowledgment  must  iatitle.  him,  to- the 
gratitude  of  the  world ;  but  therb  is  a  high,  degree 
bf  probability  thaitits  bbligations  are  increa^d  byhis 
having  contributed  some  qf  those  admifiible  cliapt^rs^ 
which.sbixie. out  amidst  the  excellence  with  which 
they  aire  sdrroundcd,  and  form  the  prjiicipal  oroa« 
Tnenta  of  the  book..  Thus  far  is  certain,  that  all  who 
are  conversant  with  its  history,  entertain  the  persuastoA 
that  some  part^  of  it  proceedipd  from  the  pen  of  Dr. 
Law.  Mr.  Howatd^  the  j>erson  whpse  character  has 
ju$t  )fecn  delineated^  i#sed  to  declare,  that  he  copied  a 
manuscript  of  Dr.  Law  which  appears  in  the  work. 
•The  chapter  on  ".  Eqyerencing  the  Deity",  in  the 
second  volume^  has  generally  been  ascribed  to  him. 
^be  critical  reader,  will  observe  in  it  a  copiousness  and 
magnificence  of  expression,  which  distinguish  it 
from  the  reet  of  the  work,  lof  whjph  an  almost  naked 
Bimplicity  of  style  is  a  striking  characteristic.  The 
imagination  is  addressed;  the  arguments  are  clothed 
with  alt  the  ornamqpt?  of  language ;  and  when  con-- 
trasted  with  those  which  stand  marshalled  in  the  clear 
and  powerful|  yet  unadorned  reasoning  of  Dr.^  Paley, 
tbey  appear  both  fortifiefl^and  encumbered  with  their 
altnour.  .A  marked  and.  happy  deviation  from  Dr. 
1802-3.  N  Paley'sk 
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Paley's  general  njanrmr  i*  obvious  itl  tbe  ^b^i)^ 

passage : 

**  Serious  argnments  arc  fsdr  on  art  sides.  Cfitlstianify  h  but 
^  in  defehded  by  refusing  audience  and  toleration  to  tlie  bbjecsladifft- 
•i  &f  unbelieTcrs..  But  whiist  we  would  Ijmve  freedom  of  enquiry 
^  lettnuned  b^  no  other  laws  but  those  of  decency^  vre  are  entitloci' 
^*  to  demand,  in<  behalf  of  a  religion  which  holds  forth  to  man- 
'<  Icind  assurances- of  immbrtality,  that  hs  credit  be  assailed  by  na 
^  dtfier  M^^ns  than  those  of  sober  disodssion^and  legitithate  t^« 
^  iSOnii^pr ;  tkit  the  truth  or  fiitehdod  of  Christianity  never  be  quadc 
<'  tbe  tbptoof  ralUi&ryy  a  theme  for  the  exercise  of  wit  or  eloquence, 
**  or  a  subject  i>f  contention  for  Fiterary  fame  and  victory ;  that  the 
^*  cause  be  tried  on  its  merits ;  that  all  applications  io  the  fancy, 
^'  passions  or  prejudices  of  the  reader,  AW  alttt:mpts  to  p>re-<>ccupy, 
**  ensiisre  -hr  perplex  his  judgment,  by  any  art,  MktttiWt^  or  im*- 
^'pttfision  whatsdever,  extrinsic  lo.the  pr6per  grtfuinis  md  <▼&- 
f*  dence  on  whlcb  his  assent  ought  pa  prDceed,  be  rejected  from  a 
*'  question  which  involves  in  its  determination-  the  hopes,  the 
**  virtue,  and  the  repose  of  millions ;  that  the  bontrover^y  be 
^*  x]^ahaged  with  sincerity  on  bot&  iMes,*'  ftt. 

Before  we  asSigri  to  Dh  Law  a  ch^tBr  ^Hch 
ranks  so  high  among  the  t-e^t,  ^e  ought  to  Itsteh  ti> 
tn  objection  which  may  be  tiidde  to  tBe  argtittient 
we  have  been  dslng ;  that  lio  jiidgment  bugbt  h> 
be  formed  of  ft  from  it&  styht,  which  iliigKt  either 
naturally  haye  risen  witb  the  subject,  or  havb  been 
piirposelj  accommodatfed'  to-  it;  that  there  ifr  ntp 
reason  Why  a  writer,  who  on*  eomfnon  dub^bt^  il«» 
plain  and  perspicuous  language;  8hoal<J  nbt<  when 
cmplbycd'dn  those  of  the  bighedt  interest  and- impor- 
tance, ddd  dignity  to  hi9>  expressions,  and  endiS&vour 
by  the  Weight  arid  graoileQtf  of  his^  t^annei*  to  afiwt 
the  mind  of  the  reader  with  the  serrouidncA  Wfaidi 
they  require ;  and  ii  mast  be  conceded  to  tile  db^ 

lectioo;^ 
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jection,  that  the  judgment  ought  not  to  rest  on  art 
argument  of  this  nature,  unless  strengthened  by  other 
presumptions.  What  other  chapters  of  the  "  Moral 
aind  Political  Philosophy,*'  in  addition  to  that  "  Oa 
Reverencing  the  Deity/*  arc  to  be  attributed  to  Dr. 
Lkw^  the  writer  of  this  article  will  not  venture  to  de- 
termine ;  but  if  much  more  were  to  be  detracted 
from  that  great  li^ork  than  the  contffbutiortS  of  h\i 
friend,  the  reputation  of  Dr.  Paley  would  not  be  in- 
jured. The  plan,  the  spirit,  the  steady  light  oFreasort 
which  shines  through  every  part  of  it,  would  still 
be  bis  :  he  would  still  retain  undiminished  the  glory 
of  being  the  first  who,  brought  philosophy  out  of  the 
schools  to  dwell  in  the  world,  and  of  rendering  truths 
in  which  all  are  interested,  accessible  to  all. 

Dr.  Law  has  been  promoted  from  the  bishopric  of 
Clonfert  successively  to  the  bishoprics  of  Killale  and 
Elphin.  In  the  memorable  year  ]798,  hewas  not 
driven  by  the  dangers  which  menaced  hitti  fr6m  the 
post  at  which  duty  placed  him :  he  etifbllcd  a  troop 
for  the  defence  of  his  scat,  of  which  his  archdeacoH 
had  the  command,  and  riemained  iti  the  country  dur-i 
ing  the  whole  of  that  dreadful  summer,  pepared  to 
repel  force  by  force :  he  discovered  that  some  of  hiS 
soldiers  were  united  Irishmen,  and  by  dismissing 
them  from  his  service  narrowly  escaped  their  trea* 
chery. 

Concerning  the  Brshop  of  Elphin's  literary  charactet 
it  is  Impossible  to  add  much  to  what  hafs  bteen  already 
said,  as  there  is  nothing  before  the  wofld  which 
avowedly  proceeded  from  him,  and  as  these  writings 
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which  may  with  some  degree  of  certainty  be  attribut-^ 
ed  to  bim^  are  not  of  sufficient  length  to  determine  a 
character.  He  has  always  been  understood  to  cultU 
vate  the  mathematical  sciences  with  particular  fond- 
ncfs.  His  preference  may  be  adduced  as  an  argu- 
ment in  proof  of  the  excellence  and  attractions  of 
those  scfences,  since  he  unites  with  his  oiathematicaL 
skill  an  exquisite  relish  of  the  beauties  of  polite 
literature,  an  intimate  acquaintance  with  the  wqrks 
of  the  most  celebrated  writers  on  metaphysics,  and 
extensive  acquisitions  in  all  the  branches  of  ^general 
knowledge,   •  .     ;  . 

DR.  GEORGE  HILL, 

PRINCIPAL  OF  ST.  MARy's  COLLEGE,  ST.  ANDREW'S. 

UPON  observing  the  wide  field  of  human  nature 
\A  hich  lies  before  him,  the  biographer  finds  those  cha- 
racters which  chiefly  present  themselves,  to  his  pen, 
]:)ranching  out  into  two  classes.     The  one  class  con« 
fiists  of  those  who,  by  some  peculiarities  of  genius, 
babits,  acquirements,  or  adventures,  seize  upon  the 
attention  of  mankind^  and  while  they  amuse  by  their 
novelty,  also   instruct  by  the  lessons  of  adiion^  in  a 
peculiar  combination  of  circumstances,  which  they 
afford.    The  other  class  comprehends  those^  who 
xnay  indeed  have  nothing  uncommon  or  instructive  in 
their  private  charaQters^but  who  also  attract  our  notice 
by  the  situation  in  which  they  are  placed,  by  their 
connection  with  the  history  of  the  age  in  which  they 

live. 
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Tive,  and  by  the  transactions  on  the  public  theatre  of 
life  in  which  they  are  seen  to  bear  a  part.  The  for- 
mer class  may  introduce  us  more  intimately  into  the 
mysteries  of  the  human  heart;  but  it  is  in  the  me- 
moirs of  the  latter  that  we  are  to  look  for  the  state  of 
society,  and  the  history  of  the  age  and  nation  in  which 
they  live.  Both  classes  afford  materials  which  may 
be  rendered  instructive  and  entertaining,  the  one  to 
individual,  the  other  to  general  biography. 

Among  the  latter  class  we  may  include  the  present 
sutgect  of  these  memoirs;  for  in  the  retired  scene  of 
a  college,  and  the  tranquil  labours  of  the  closet,  there 
is  little  room  for  the  display  of  individual  charadler, 
however  great  the  abilities  of  the  agent,  and  however 
important  the  effects  of  their  literary  exertion  on  the 
age  in  which  he  lives. 

Dr.  George  Hill  was  born  at  St.  Andrews,  two 
years  after  the  conclusion  of  the  last  rebellion  in  Scot- 
land. His  father,  one  of  the  ministers  of  St,  Andrews, 
died  early,  leaving  George  and  several  other  children 
to  the  care  of  a  mother,  whose  exertions,  in  the  midst 
of  poverty  and  the  depressions  of  widowhood,  to  give 
them  a  proper  education,  deserve  to  be  recorded. 
•  During  the  c6urse'  of  his  academic  education,  Drl 
Hilt  was  chiefly  distinguifhed  for  that  assiduous  and 
unwearied  application,  which  is  seldom  indeed  ac^ 
compahied  by  much 'vivacity  or  brilliancy  of  talents, 
but  which  often  produces  more  important  cfFeiJts  than 
those  more  dazzling  qualities.  Habits  of  persevering 
applidttTon  are  peculiarly  requisite  in  a  college,  (at 

least  so  constituted  as  most  of  our  colleges  are)  where 
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aa  egsy  independency  without  exertion^  and  a  mo*' 
jiotonous  routine  of  employments,  are  apt  to  lull  the  i 
bu?y  principles  of  our  nature  asleep,  and  to  make  i 
passion  and  ambition  equally  willing  to  recline  in  in- 
dolent repose  In  these  circumstances.  Dr.  Hill's  I 
perseverinj^  industry  deserves  particular  commenda-  i 
tion ;  and  if  bis  subsequent  rank  in  life  is  rather  to  be 
attributed  to  this  cause,  than  to  the  ascendancy  of 
original  genius,  we  ought  to  efleem  his  reputation 
as  more  peculiarly  his  own. 

Aftef  passing  through  bis  academical  course,  he 
V^as  soon  appointed  to  the  professorship  of  Greek  in 
St.  Salvador's  College  jat  St  Andrews.     In  this  situa* 
tion  he  djstinguished  himself  by  his  supcessful  endea« 
yours  to  promote  the  study  of  the  Greek  language^ 
In  Scotland  the  attention  of  students  is  usually  di- 
rected much  more  t.o  the  writers  of  Rome  than  of 
Greece.     This  national  tendency  appears  to  have 
arisen  with  those,  who  first  promoted  the  renewal  of 
ancient  literature  in  that  quarter  of  the  islandi  and 
who  were  chiefly  versisd  in  Roman  literature.    M^ny 
Scotsmen  early  distinguished  themselves  by  the  cle-  . 
gance  of  their  copposition^,  .and  Bucbanpan  eyen  ri- 
valled the  Augustan  ^ge.    Proud  of  the  national  fame 
derived  from  these  writers,,their  countrymen .  have 
pniver^lly  become  afldicted  to  \he  Latin  language ; 
it  ist^ifght  even  in  the  pieanest.p^ro^cbial  schools,  and 
therie  are  few  prinpipal  mechanics  or  farn^ers  who  have 
Dpt  zealously  laboured  at  EutropipSiand  .even  dippe4 
into  C^snr.    The  Greek  langu^?  in4ee4.i^3  taught 
in  few  of  tbp  priocip;^!  schools;^  ^d  there  js  a  pro- 

fessor^ 


liessor  fppmpriated  to  it  in  each  of  tbe- jtinivergUie^.; 
tfut  i^  i^  ^n  geoer^i  copaidcrcd  a^  tJbefnere  appcuck^ 
4[)f  4  clerg^iiifi^'s  fdvtcatijon  ;  and  eyei^  in  t)^^  hqd^y 
^ieldUig  wouI(^  jl^^yc  found  lew  rorig^ala  |c»:   bis 

Dr.  Hijirs  ^;^crjb^s,  on  •hi3  appoiatiDeQt  tP  tbj& 
GrqeK  ifofe^ofsbip  at  St.  Andrews^  bad  a  gre;^t 
effect  ip  promoting  the  cultivation  of  tb^t  Jat^guag^ 
amQffg  Jtj^^  stj^derUs  of  the  university.  ^£  it^tro* 
duce4 -(atp  i^  clas$  tbe  naetbod^of  studjJogjt  radi- 
cally iQ^t)!^^  (^  t^^t  -QE^e  explanation  .^nd^pj^jrJ^^l 
analysis  yfhvol^  is  usually  required.  As  ao  appendix 
to  JDunl)((p';s  grammar^  tbe  one  used  in  that  university^ 
he  i^Ui^ed  a  yariety  of  philological  ^nd  critical 
jQ)>servati(|ns&^ceedingjy. useful  to  the  Greek,  student. 

Tbe  reputation  ,wbicb  be  acqMire^l  in  this  (jicpar^- 
tnexit,  ajnd  that  talcQt  of  availing  himself , of  circunv- 
«tanpes  for  which  be  has  always  been  rcoiafkable^ 
SQoa  raised  bita  to  a  more  conspicaous  situation. 
On  the  first  vacancy,  be  was  appointed  $fst  minister 
lOf  tb/s  coIlQgjate  church  of  St.  Andrews  ^  aj^  on  the 
deafth  of  Dr.  Gillespie  io  1792,  he  becan^  prinicjpal 
•of  J5t.  Mary's  College.  Froni  thi^  period  wp  ^r^  to 
daite  the  comaneoceinent  of  bis  public  career^  and  bis 
gre^i^  ii>flue;9ce  in^bc  cborcb  of  Scotland^  a^  well  ^ 
t^e  q^mp^etc  .control  which  be  has  since  noau^tainc^ 
ij^  iht  pniversijty  pf  St  Andi;ews. 

It  will  Qot  be  thqugbt  foreign  tp  tbe  pfrese^t  ^b* 

^t  to  give  the  reader  pome  idc^  of  ^that  university  ^t 

tbe  b^  of  wbicb  Dr.  H>U  was  npw  placed*    It  is 

4hQt  iii^4cd  ;(o  recQODt^l^Q^  forms  and  rdos^  Vf^^fff 

\-  N4  of 
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of  them  obsbletc,  which  were  appointed  by  it«  ofigi- 
nal  founders  :  it  is  only  meant  to  select  a  few  of  the 
'tnost  striking  facts  and  observations,  which  may  tend 
to  give  the  public  a  correct  idea  of  the  present  state 
of  that  university ;  and  surely  such  an  account  cannot 
be  wholly  unentertaining  nor  uninflrudtivc,  in  an  age 
when  the  public  attention  is  so  much  directed  to  the 
subject  of  education. 

The  university  of  St.  Andrews,  the  most  ancient 
in  Scotland,  formerly  consisted  of  three  distinct  col- 
leges; St.  Salvador's,  St.  Leonard's,  and  St.  Mary's* 
The  two  former  were  appropriated  to  the  languages, 
polite  literature,  and  the  various  branches  of  philoso- 
phy ;  the  latter  was  dedicated  solely  to  the  study  of 
theology,  church  history,  and  Hebrew.  The  small- 
ness  of  the  professors'  salaries  in  the  two  former,  and 
the  similarity  of  the  branches  taught  in  bothj  sug- 
gested the  idea  of  uniting  thein  into  one ;  and  this 
arrangement  having  been  carried  into  execution  to- 
wards the  middle  of  last  century,  the  old  edifice  of  Sf . 
liConard's  College  has  since  that  time  been  deserted, 
and  the  endowments  and  the  students  transferred  en- 
tirely to  St.  Salvador's. 

As  St.  Mary's  College  is  entirely  set  apart  for  com* 
pletingthe  education  of  students  of  divinity,  the  other 
college  is  considered  as  preparatory  to  it ;  and  no 
one  is  admitted  a  student  of  St.  Mary's,  till  he  has 
first  attended  four,  or  at  least  three  years  at  St.  Salva- 
dor's. At  the  latter,  regular  attendance  during  the 
whole  session  is  required ;  at  the  ^rmer,  live  years 
of 'partial,  are  reckoned  equivalent  to  four  years  of 

regular 
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rfegular  attendance,  the  term  requisite  before  the 
student  of  theology  can  be  admitted  to  take  orders. 
At  St.  Salvador's  College  the  several  branches  of 
Latin,  Greek,  rhetoric  and  logic,  mathematics,  moral 
philosophy,  natural  philosophy,  and  civil  history,  are 
each  taught  by  a  separate  professor.  *There  is  also  a 
professor  of  medicine,  but  his  office  is  a  sinecure. 
The  classes  for  Latin,  Greek,  and  mathematics,  arc 
each  divided  into  two  subordinate  classes,  one  for 
beginners,  the  other  for  those  more  advanced :  the 
professors  of  these  classes  are  therefore  obliged  to 
lecture  two  hours,  while  the  other  professors  only  ' 
lecture  one  hour  a  day.  The  importance  which  the 
Scots  attach  to  Latin,  not  only  as  an  elegant  accom- 
plishment, buteven  as  a  necessary  part  of  civilization, 
may  be  seen  in  the  Latin  classes  being  universally 
known  in  the  Scotch  universities  by  the  name  of  the 
humanity  classes. 

The  colleges,  which  stand  at  some  distance  from 
each  other,  consist  each  of  a  square  range  of  buildings 
fitted  up  into  a  number  of  chambers,  in  which  the 
greater  proportion  of  the  students  are  lodged.  And 
here  we  may  observe  the  absurdity  6f  that  mode  of 
coercion  and  seclusion  from  society,  which  has  been 
almost  universally  adopted  in  colleges,  as  the  means 
of  preserving  virtue  and  insuring  application.  The 
subjection  of  the  students  to  the  controul  of  masters 
in  the  common  intercourse  of  life,  at  a  period  when 
they  are  capable  of  thinking  for  themselves,  makes 
thera  still  continue  boys  in  mind  while  their  bodies 


are 


are  grown  up  to  mapbood.  The  mnate  ayevntoii  of 
human  nature  to  constraint,  rouaea  avery  effort  to 
evade  it ;  and  it  may  be  dpubted  whether  Jt^ere  ia  ^ 
college  in  Great  Britain ,  or  any  other  couatfy,  where 
the  gates  are  locked  ^t  a  certain  I)our  every  nighty 
that  either  the  port^  ia  not  bribed,  or  laddera  of  rpjpcf 
and  bedcIotb|es  are  not  f^repared  to  scale  the  walls. 
By  this  means  not  onfy  the  eflTcct  of  the  imposed  re- 
straints is  frustrated,  Jbut  the  mind  of  the  student  ia 
also  habituated  to  falsehood  and  deceit. 

The  idea  of  shutting  young  men  up  tpgether  io  ^ 
sequestered  building,  iu  order  to  habituate  them  t9 
study,  is  founded  upon  principles  equally  false.  As  the 
closest  intercourse  must  necessarily  sub$i$t  betwieen  al^ 
the  members  of  the  same  college,  there  is  the  dangca* 
ofone  dissipated  character,  possessed  of  social  qualide^ 
<:orrupting  the  whole ;  and  one  idler  often  enjpBge;s 
more  of  his  companions'  hours  than  all  the  brapchq^ 
of  literature  and  philosophy.  The  diligently  inclined 
student  never  fails  to  be  annoyed  by  those  who  love 
fun  better  than  musty  learning;  and  those  hogra  of 
companionship  which  the  founder  of  the  college  perr 
i)aps  im;)gined  \vauld  be  spent  in  learned  aad  profitar 
ble  conversation^  are  usually  devoted  to  /(^rinki^ 
clubs.a.ud  gossiping  parties.  The  truth  of  these  pbr 
^rvatiQps  may  be  seen  in  ^11  oQlleges  withojut  excq^ 
tion,  wlm^e  the  system  of  seclusion  and  coercion  i^ 
prjactised^  -and  the  good  effects  of  a  contrary  system 
bas  been  demonstrated  in  another  Scotch  College^ 
<:.onducted  on  qi^or^  ^nligbtem^  principles. 

At 
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^  At  St.  Salvador's  G^llege,  another  noxious  insti- 
tution, a  system  of  inequality  among  the  students, 
continues  to  exist,  long  after  the  feudal  principles  on 
which  it  was  founded  have  fallen  into  merited  con- 
tempt.    The  students  are  divided  into  two  classes, 
known  by  the  name  of  seconders  and  terners.    The 
former  pay  double  fees,  wear  gowns  of  finer  cloth 
trimmed  with  ribband,  as  a  mark  of  distinct  ion,  enjoy 
the  front  seats  in  the  classes,  sit  in  the  front  pews  at 
church,  are  first  questioned  at  the  public  examind^ 
tions,  have  their  names  placed  at  the  head  of  the 
college  rolls,  walk  foremost  in  all  processions,  dine 
at  a  better  provided  college  table,  and  are  in  every 
respect  looked    upon  as    superior  to  the  terners. 
Such  an  institution  is  calculated  to  inspire  prin- 
ciples of  pride  and  insolence,  which  no  wise  father 
who  values  his  son*s  virtue  or  happiness,  would  wisli 
him  to  imbibe.     It  tends  to  foster  a  spirit  of  conti- 
nual animosity  and  jealousy  between  the  two  classes 
pf  students ;  and  those  of  the  lower  order  never  fail  to 
look  with  a  jaundiced  eye  on  the  professors,  whom 
they  will  always  suspect,  whether  justly  or  not,  of 
neglecting  themselves,  and  shewing  an  improper  par- 
tiality to  those  who  pay  larger  fees. 

The  college  term  or  session  at  the  university  of  St. 
Andrews  consists  of  the  six  winter  months  from  No- 
vember to  May ;  and  the  other  six  months  from  May 
to  November  forn^  one  uninterrupted  vacation.  It 
may.  be  disputed  whether  these  long  terms  and  vacar 
tions   universally  adopted    in  Scotland,   are   more 

or 
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6r  less  advantageous  to  the  student,  than  the  morQ 
frequently  returning  intervals  of  study  and  relaxation 
to  be  nnet  with  in  the  English  universities.   The  latter 
system  may  be  thought  better  suited  to  the  approved 
principles  which  -^op  deduced  from  the  well-known 
emblem  of  the  bent  bovv^     But  it  must  be  recollected 
that  the  daily  relaxation  of  the  mind,  is  very  different 
from  that  which  is  extended  to  weeks  and  months. 
The  former  cannot  be  dispensed  with  even  in  the  term 
dedicated  to  study;  so  that  the  latter  is  a  waste  of 
time  superadded  to  that  which  necessary  recreation 
requires.     The  frequent  return  of  term  and  vacation 
is  also  attended  with  this  disadvantage,  that  the  stu- 
dent can  never  act  upon  a  consistent  plan  of  study 
for  any  length  of  time  ;  for  he  is  scarcely  set  down 
to  his  books  when  he  is  hurried  away  to  pleasure,  and 
the  period  he  has  to  spend  with  his  friends  at  home 
is  too  short  to  be  interrupted  with  regular  tasks.     On 
the  other  hand,  when  the  year  is  divided  into  two 
equal  halves  of  term  and  vacation,  the  student  has 
time  to  form  and  complete  two  distinct  plans  of  study, 
each  more  peculiarly  adapted  to  the  season  of  the 
year,  and  the  different  circumstances  in  which  he 
finds  himself  placed  at  home  and  at  college. 

The  plan  of  education  pursued  in  St.  Salvador's 
College  is  excellent;  but  little  can  be  said  of  it's 
execution.  The  number  of  useles  forms  with  which 
the  office  of  a  professor  was  originally  encumbered^ 
has  necessarily  produced  a  dereliction  of  essential  du- 
ties.    Forms,  the  leading  strings  of  infant  civilization, 

become 


becomes  contemptible  in  t^be  manhood  of  society,  and 
are  gradually  suffered  to  fall  into  disuse;  tb^t  tboee 
on  whom  they  have  been  enjpijQec),  in  tbus  giving^ 
them  up^  become  habituated,  to  dereliction,  and  are 
apt  to  look  upon  the  essential  .parts  of  their- duty  as 
uneasy  forms  that  might  likewise  be  dispensed  with. 
Much  of  the  proverbial  somnolency  and.  inaicption  of 
colleges  may  ^e  traced  to  this,  cause. 

At  the  conclusion  of  term,  the  students  of  St.  Sal«» 
vador^s  college  undergo  a  public  examination*,  before 
all  the  members  of  the  university.  They  are  ex- 
amined by  the  professors  of  the  several  classes  thej. 
have  attepded;  and  their  proficiency,  in  the  several 
branches  they  have  sttid^d  during  the  season,  is, tbu& 
publicly  made  known,  to  the  whole,  university* 
This  institution  is  admirably  calculated  to  produce 
application^  as  it  is  addressed  to  the  principles  of 
honour  and:  ambition;  it  is  to  be  lamented  that  it 
ever  should  be. conducted" in  a  superficial  manner,  an4 
looked  upoujas  mere  matter  of  form.  m  -     .    r 

The  colleges  of  St^  Salvador  and  St.  Mary  bav« 
each  their  respective  professors  and  principals*  Tbc 
office  of  the  prinoipals  is  to  preside  at  the  meetings  of 
the  professors,  to  preach  every  sunday  to  the  students, 
and  in  general  to  regulate^  the  management  pf  iheir 
respective  colleges. 

There  is  also  another  officer,  called  the  RQQtor| 
who  is  chosen  in  common  b^  the  united  students  and 
members  of  both  colleges.  His  pffice  is  to  watch  over 
the  morals,  of  both  students  and  professor^  to  enforce 

the 
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tfec  observance  of  (he  laws  of  the  university,  to  tike 
cognizance  of  all  complaints  arid  disputes  in  it,  and 
to  preside  at  the  trial  of  s^ny  accused  nnember.  The 
Rector  had  originally  the  power  of  rmpanncHng  a 
jury,  and  trying  the  members  of  the  university  even 
lor  capital  of!en6e^.  His  power  as  a  censor  formerly 
nriide  bis  ofiic6  highly  respectable ;  but  as  discipline 
relaxed,  this  reverence  gradually  abated,  and  the 
Rector  is  now  scarce  heard  of  in  the  university,  unless 
on  the  diay  of  his  election. 

The  Chancellor  is  the  highest  officer  in  the  liniver-^ 
sity.  tt  wad  usual  for  him  to  bestow  various  premt- 
nms  and  marks  of  favour  on  those  students  who  dis- 
tinguished themselves  by  their  talents  ahd  proficiency, 
dnd  thus  to  excite  amori^  them  a  generous  ardour 
arid  emulation •  Those  who  attended  the  university 
while  the  late  Lord  Kinnoul  was  chancellor,  stil) 
speak  of  his  attehtibn  to  their  welfare  with  gratitude 
And  enthusiasm.  Sot  the  system  of  rewarding  merit 
is  now  unfortunately  almost  forgotten,  and  thechau' 
tellor  is  scarcely  kriown  to  the  students. 

As  the  university  was  originally  a  royal  foundation, 
it  is  subject  to  the  supreme  controul  of  a  royal  visita- 
tioh,  composed  of  a  certain  number  ofcommissfdnert 
app6ihfed  by  the  Kifig.  This  tribunal  has  the  power 
of  revising  all  the  acts  of  the  unive^ty,  of  inspecting 
its  accounts,  ofcorrccting  any  abuses  in  the  manage- 
tnent  of  its  revenues,  irld  of  punisbrng  any  derfelic- 
iioh  of  duty  in  its  niembers. 

As'  prmeipal.  Dr.  Hill  has  both  ostensively  and 

2      •  really. 
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fcaTly,for  tticlsst  t*relve  years,  been  the  dtfpreme  di- 
rector of  the  university ;  and  his  talents  as  a  )}reacber 
and  a  politician  have  at  the  same  tim^  made  him 
ttniversaify  knotrn,  and  acquired  hint  the  greatest 
ascendancy  m  the  church  of  ScOtFatid. 

His  merits  as  a  ptrb?ic  speaker  deserve  petuh'af 
eommendation,  as  in  this  respect  he  has  certainly 
sarpasaed  mostof  his  cMrntf'ymen  and  contemporaries. 
Though  several  Seottish  Writers  df  sermons  have,  since 
the  middle  of  last  centuiy^  distingaished  themselves 
by  the  elegance  of  their  sentiments  and  the  chastc- 
nesa  of  their  compositions;  3'et  tt  is  only  of  late  year9 
that  the  smallest  attention  has  been  paM  fn  tbatcoun- 
try  to  the  graces  of  elocution.  Among  a  certain 
class  of  liearers,  a  whining  cant  and  violent  ^esticu-* 
latioa  were  sufficient  to  ensure  popularity,  and  were 
eohsequently  adopted  by  all  those  who  felt  grati(ica«» 
tion  in  the  incense  of  the  crowd;  while  men  of  more 
fcaming  and  more  good  sense,  to  shew  theif  con- 
tempt of  snch  applause  and  s^ch  arts,  ran  iirto  the 
epposite  extreme,  and  delivered  their  sermons  in  that 
Kfeless  attitude, and  With  that  tminvptessiveenuncia- 
tion,  which  can  never  affeet  nor  even  gain  the  atten«^ 
Ifett  fcif  the  hearer,  however  excellent  the  matter., 
Ariy  Wteitipts  at  elegance  of  manner  were  equally  ri<«^ 
dleiited  h^  both  partied>  d^  a  piec^e  of  affectation  totally 
tnwortby  t>f  thi^  clerical  character.  It  is  tiot  to  be 
wondered  at  that  under  such  discouraging  ciroMsMsttM^ 
c6s^  tte  gftees  of  pulpit  eloqt^nee  hardly  ever  mdred 
ItkSf  hfefci.    Even  1>k  Bhiir*s  ^artrions,  the  beauties 
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of  which  have  been  universally  admired  both  at  hotnd 
and  abroad^  were  delivered  in  such  an  ungraceful  and 
unimpressive  manner  ^s  seldom  to  draw  a  full  audi- 
ence,  and  still,  seldomer  to  command  their  attention. 
If  in  such  circumstances  Dr,  Hill  was  among  the  first 
\o  despise  these  false  ideas,  and  to  introduce  a  better 
mode  of  pulpit  eloquence,  be  certainly  deserves  no 
small  degree  of  praise*    From  nature  he  obtained  an 
audible^  distinct,  and  foi;cible  voice^  which  be  seems 
to  have  modulated  with  great  oare*     His  gestures  are 
sufficiently  simple  and  correct^  and  his  whole  man-< 
ner. is  devout  and  impr^sslvet .  A  critic  might  per- 
haps observe  that  there  is  a  sameness  in  his  voice  and 
attitudes^  and  that  the  whole  bear  too  much  the  ap^ 
«pearance  of  study ;  but  where  is  that  supereminent 
art  of  concealing  art  to  be  found,  even  among  our 
most  admired  actors,  who,  devote  their  lives  to  it's 
cultivation  ? 

.  The  superiority  of  Dr.  Hill's  eloquence  to  that  of 
bis  contemporaries  was  so  evident,  that  it  soou 
attracted  general  notice*  He  was  appointed  to 
preach  on  many  public  occasions;  and  wherever  be 
dppcnred.in  the  pulpit  the  church  never  failed  to  be 
crowded.  Even  the  common  people  flocked  to^eas 
him ;  and  he  was  thus  enabled  to  prove  to  bis.bretlmeA 
this  useful  lesson,  that  popularity  may  be  attainec)  \fy 
more  noble,  arts  than  the  cant  of  hypocrisy,  anfl  the 
ebuUilions  of  en t h  usiasm  • 

Thc:great  applause  which  attended  bis  pulpit  elo-i 
queace,  induced  Dr.  Hill  a  fcfv  years  »go  to  offer  ^ 

6  volume 
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Yolutne  of  his  sermons  to  the  public.     The  reception 
which  this  work  met  with  proves,  among  many  other 
examples,  that  the  excellencies  required  in  written  and 
in  spoken  language,  are  of  a  very  different  kind.     In 
written  language  in  order  to  please,  every  thing  must 
be    distinct  and  perspicuous;  the   words  must  be 
weighed  and  chosen  and  arranged  in  such  a  manner^ 
^  as,  without  any  adventitious  assistance,  to  convey  the 
sentiments  of  the  author^  clearly  and  forcibly  to  the 
reader.     Spoken  language,  on  the  other  hand,  chiefly 
requires  to  be  adapted  to  the  peculiar  manner  of  the 
orator ;  the  sentences  may  be  short  or  long,  distinct 
or  involved ;  to  produce  the  intended  effect,  it  is 
8ufl[icient  that  they  be  arranged  so  as  with  the  assist*- 
ance  of  the  speaker's  voice,  looks,  and  gestures,  to 
convey  his  sentiments,  in  the  manner  he  could  wish^ 
to  his  hearers.     Dr.  Hill  either  did  not  perceive^  or 
did  not  attend  to  this  distinction  :  and  hence  that 
sameness  which  was  imputed  to  his  gestures  has  also 
been  blamed  in  the  structure  of  his  sentences ;  while 
those  long  and  involved  periods  which  his  delivery 
easily  rendered  perspicuous^  are  now  looked  upon  as  a 
dead  weight  on  the  attention  of  the  reader.    Whether 
this  censure  be  just  or  not,  it  is  certain  that  this  pub- 
lication has  nowise  contributed  to  encrease  Dr.  Hill's 
fame.     His  reputation  as  an  orator  has  even  been 
obscured  very  unjustly,  by  his  failing  in  excellencies 
of  a  very  different  nature. 

The  principal  of  St.  Mary's  College  also  officiates 

in  part  as  professor  of  divinity ;  and  in  this  capacity 

pr.  Hill  has  hardly  rendered  less  service  to  his  brethren 
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in  the  improvement  of  their  theological  system,  than 
he  did  by  his  example  in  the  refinement  of  their 
pulpit  eloquence.     Theology,  of  all  other  sciences,  is 
with  most  difficulty  purified  of  that  rubbish  which  is 
intermingled  with  it  by  ignorance  and  superstition. 
This  indeed,  instead  of  being  an  argument  against 
the  reverence  due  to  religion,  as  some  superficial 
sophists  have  imagined,  is  the  most  convincing  proof 
of  its  superiority  to  all  other  objects  which  can  occupy 
the  human  mind.     It  is  the  irresistible,  the  inextrica- 
ble grasp  with  which  religion  seizes  upon  all  our  &•» 
cultics,  that  prevents   us   from   easily  disengaging 
ourselves  from  those  feeble  adversaries  that  sometimes 
walk  in  her  train.    The  dignity  of  religious  senti- 
ments inspires  such  an  awe  in  the  mind,  that  we  are 
afraid  to  treat  with  freedom  any  other  impressions^ 
however  foreign,  which  may  have  been  received  along 
with  them.     Hence  it  is,  that  while  human  reasoo 
has  thoroughly  sifted  other  sciences,  and  boldly  purg- 
ed away  the  chaff  of  the  middle  ages,  she  still  ap- 
proaches with  a  trembling  hand  to  purify  the  more 
precious  seeds  of  religion.     In  Scotland,  in  particular, 
the  reverence  entertained  of  religious  opinions,  as  wcU 
as  of  every  impression  received  along  with  them,  is 
such,  that  any  attempt  to  separate  them   has  long 
been  looked  upon  as  a  sort  of  sacrilege ;  and  few 
have  been  found  hardy  enough  publicly  to  deviate 
from  the  infallible  standard  of  Calvin.     In  such  cir- 
cumstances much  improvement  in  the  system  of  the- 
ology could  not  be  expected  from  an  individual,  who 
hadearly  imbibed  the  rcligiousideas  of  his  countrymen. 

a  Dr. 


Dr.Hiirs  optaions  are  mdeed  completely  calvinistical, 
except  in  thrs  particular,  that  he  allows  the  suffici- 
ency  of  human  reason  to  judge  in  matters  of  reh'gion. 
Setting  out  with  this  liberal  opinion,  he  has  certainly 
formed  a  foore  distinct,  more  rational  and  better 
supported  system  of  theology,  on  calvinistic  prin- 
ciples, than  has  hitherto  been  accomplished  by  any 
professor  of  divinity.  Those  who  examined  that 
synopsis  of  his  lectures  which  he  published  a  few 
years  ago,  wilt  readily  acknowledge  the  trutli  of  this 
assertion.  His  lectures  are  very  much  admired  and 
applauded  by  those  who  have  attended  them.  It 
may  likewise  be  said,  still  more  to  his  praise,  that  he 
not  only  points  out  to  his  students,  what  it  is  proper 
fer  them  to  do,  but  also  sets  them  an  example  of  what 
the  clerical  character  ought  to  be.  His  assiduity  in 
visiting  the  sick,  in  providing  for  the  poor,  and  in  re^ 
gularly  making  his  parochial  visitations,  deserves  the 
higher  commendation,  as  these  very  essential  duties 
of  a  clergyman  have  of  late  years  become  much  less 
universal  than  formerly  in  Scotland.  The  decency 
of  bia  private  deportment,  and  the  correctness  of  his 
morals,  add  weight  to  his  doctrines  apd  reproofs,  and 
are  attended  with  consequences  equally  beneficial  to 
his  parishioners,  and  the  students  committed  to  his 
charg^. 

But  it  is  in  the  political  affairs  of  the  church  that 
Dr.  Hill  has  acted  his  most  conspicuous,  though  per- 
haps bia  least  important  part.  His  close  connection 
with  those  in  power,  joined  to  a  high  degree  of  elo* 
quenee^  has  long  placed  him  at  the  head  of  the  court, 
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or  (what  is  known  in  Scotland  by  the  name  of)  the 
moderate  party,  who  form  a  great  majority  in  the  Ge- 
neral Assembly.    The  church  of  Scotland  has  during 
the  last  century  been  divided  into  two  parties,  the  or- 
thodox and  the  moderate.     These  names  would  seem 
to  indicate  that  the  one  violently  abets  the  high  cal- 
vinistic  doctrines ;  while  the  other  soberly  doubts, 
discusses,  and  is  unwilling  to  enter  with  warmth  into 
mere  speculative  opinions.     The  abettors  of  each 
party  have  been  willing  enough  to  countenance  this 
idea  of  their  distinction  ;  but  in  truth  it  proceeds  on 
very  different  grounds.     The  name  of  moderate^  as 
may  well  be  supposed^  in  the  disputes  of  theologians, 
belongs  as  little  to  the  one  party  as  th^  other;  nor  is 
that  of  orthodox  much  better  applied.  Among  the  mo- 
derate party,  indeed,  are  inlisted  the  greater  propor- 
tion of  those  who  venture  to  think  for-  themselves, 
who  think  Religion  appears  to  most  advantage  when 
found  in  company  with  her  sister  Philosophy,  who 
suppose  that  Arminius  was  sometimes  more  clear- 
sighted  than  Calvin,  and  who  look  upon  reason  as  a 
far  surer  guide  than  cither.     But  a  large  porportion 
of  this  party  are  staunch  Calvinists,  at  least  in  their 
public   discourses.     The    orthodox    party    consists 
chiefly  of  those  who  not  only  violently  maintain  the 
doctrines  of  Calvin,  but  also  affect  the  zeal  of  the 
early  reformers,  and  fill  their  public  discourses  with 
those  deep  and  mystical  theories  which  never  fail 
to  please  the  crowd,  from  being  quite  beyond  their 
comprehension.     But  there  are  many  in  this  party  of 
a  very  different  stamp ;  and  in  general  all  those  who 
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dislike  the  measures  of  the  court  etiroll  themselves 
under  its  standard. 

The  points,  however,  in  which  these  two  parties 
essentially  differ,  relate  chiefly  to  church  politics  and 
church  government.     The  moderates  are  keen  stick-' 
lers  for  the  rights  of  patronage,  for  the  influence  of 
the  court,  for  enforcing  the  strict  execution  of  laws 
and  forms,  and  for  establishing,  if  possible,  a  sort  of 
rank  in  the  church  ;  in  short,  they  nearly  coincide 
with  what  in  England  is  known  by  the  name  of  the 
High  Church  Party.     Those  of  the  orthodox  side,  on 
the  other  hand,  endeavour  to  maintain  that  strict 
equality  among  the  clergy,  which  is  in  fact  the  basis 
of  the  presbyterian  government ;  they  are  more  anxi- 
ous that  the  doctrines  than  the  forms  of  the  church 
should  be  i^reserved ;  and  in  general  they  are  of 
opinion,  that  the  teachers  of  religion  ought  to  be 
chosen  by  the  people  at  large ;  and  from  these  tenets 
they  have  usually  obtained  the  name  of  the  popular 
party.     The  spirit  of  the  moderate  party  may  be  seen 
from  two  acts  which  they  lately  obtained  to  be  passed 
in  the  General  Assembly.   It  had  been  usual  to  admit 
into  the  church  of  Scotland  such  clergymen  as  had 
obtained  orders  from  the  presbyteries  of  the  English 
dissenters.  It  was  found,  however,  that  many  persons 
extremely  ill  qualified  came  in  this  manner  to  be  ad- 
mitted; and  particularly,  that  almost  all  those  who  had 
thus  obtained  ordination  were  full  of  popular  violence 
and  enthusiasm.     To  prevent  the  church  from  fuf- 
fering  by  such  intrusion,  the  moderate  party  procured 
an  act  to  be  passed^  by  which  no  one  could  be  ad- 
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fiiitted  to  orders  in  the  church  of  Scotland,  tinlcss  ties 
bad  previously  studied  the  regular  number  of  yeare 
at  one  of  the  universities. 

The  other  act  shews  the  hierarcliJcal  principles  of 
this  party.  It  had  been  usual  for  the  ministers  of 
the  towns  in  which  the  «iniversitics  lay,  also  to  hold 
professorships  in  the  colleges ;  but  this  licence  ex- 
tended no  farther  than  the  precincts  of  these  towns» 
and  no  clergyman  whose  living  lay  beyond  them, 
however  small  their  distance,  was  allowed  to  hold  a 
|)irbfessorship.  This  regulation  was  originally  intro* 
^uced  to  prevent  that  plurality  of  distant  charges, 
where  the  performance  ef  one  duty  necessarily  pro- 
duces  the  neglect  of  another.  About  throe  years  ago, 
however,  a  professor  of  St.  Mary's  College,  at  St.  An* 
drew*s,  was  allowed  to  accept  a  Itvit^  several  milea 
distant  from  town,  and  at  the  same  time  to  retain  bis 
|>r0fessor8hip«  Tbia  innovation  was,  at  the  next 
Greneral  Assembly,  warmly  attacked  by  the  popular 
party,  atfd  as  warmfy  defended  liy  Dr.  Hill  and  hia 
adherents,  who  urged,  among  otber  argtimente,  that 
the  universal  small nesa  and  equality  of  the  Scotch 
livings  tended  to  lull  asleep  ambition  and  to  deadeo 
all  exertion  among  the  members  of  the  church  ;  that 
the  improvement  of  certain  Iiving8,so  as  to  mi^etbem 
an  object  of  ambition,  would  be  attended  with  the 
most  salutary  effects  in  awakening  emulation^  and 
calling  forth  industry;  and  that,  for  this  pmpose,  no 
better  plan  could  be  devised  than  the  junction  of 
profestorships  to  church  Uvings,  in  all  cases  where  the 
distance  did  not  absolutely  preclude  the  diacbarge  of 
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both  duties.  Tilese  argumcntSj  frorti  the  strehgth  of 
the  party  which  advanced  them,  prevailed  in  the  Ge- 
neral Assembly  ;  but  they  by  no  means  convinced  the 
,  nation  at  Targe,  who  looked  upon  this  innovation  as, 
en  inlet  to  that  system  of  pluralities,  which  has  proved 
the  bane  of  church  discipline,  and  faccclerat^d  the 
decay  of  religion  in  the  southern  part  of  the  island. 

The  fundamental  maxims  of  the  moderate  party 
are  very  ably  stated  by  Dr,  Hill,  in  a  paper  inserted  ia 
the  life  of  Principal  Robertson,  lately  published  by 
Mr.  Stewart,  professor  of  moral  philosophy  in  the 
university  of  Edinburgh.  In  this  account  Dr.  Ro- 
bertson is  represented  as  the  founder  of  that  party, 
and  its  supreme  leader  during  his  life.  It  is  no  ^mali 
proof  of  Dr.  Hill's  talents  that  he  was  able,  in.aconsii- 
derable  degree^  to  succeed  to  the  influence  and  sta*- 
tion  of  that  great  man  in  the  church.  Mr,  Stewart 
mentions  him  as  '^  a  gentleman  intimately  connected 
with  Dr.Robertson  by  friendship,  and  highly  respect.- 
ed  by  him  for  the  talents  and  eloquence  which  he  has 
for  many  years  displayed  in  the  ecclesiastical  courts." 
The  testimony  of  such  men  as  Dr.  Robertson  and  Mr. 
Btcwart  is  sufficient  to  give  the  stamp  of  sterling  worth 
to  toy  character.  A  perusal  of  the  paper  alluded  to 
will  give  a  very  favourable  idea  of  the  clearness  of  Dr. 
Hill's  conceptions ;  and  will  also  afford  a  pretty  cor- 
rect view  of  the  policy  of  the  church  of  Scotland. 

His  influence  with  the  moderate  party  has  long 
caused  Dr.  Hill  to  be  looked  upon'  as  the  leader  of  the 
General  Assembly^  and  oonseqoently  th«  most  conspi- 
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cuous  figure  in  the  church  of  Scotland;  both  bk  polU 
tical  and  oratorical  powers  seem  to  entitle  him  to  this  - 

distinction.     Indeed,  that  degree  of  eloquence  dis-  I 

played  both  by  him  and  his  great  antagonist.  Dr. 
Brown  of  Aberdeen,  is  not  only  highly  creditable  to 
their  country,  but  would  even  make  a  considerable 
figure  in  the  House  of  Commons^  that  principal  field 
of  modern  eloquence. 

Dr.  Hill's  eloquence  is  addressed  rather  to  the  un- 
derstanding than  the  passions, and  perhaps  it  is  princi- 
pally deficient  in  feeling  and  warmth.  His  speeches 
are  short,  argumentative,  and  impressive.  He  is  par- 
ticularly dexterous  in  seizing  the  proper  moment  of 
speaking.  He  generally  waits  till  towards  the  end  of 
the  debate,  and  then  often  makes  a  very  able  comment 
on  what  has  been  advanced  in  its  course.  From  speak- 
.ing  late  he  has  also  sometimes  derived  an  opportunity 
of  putting  in  practice  another  piece  of  oratorical  dex- 
terity. Before  delivering  his  own  sentiments,  he  has 
been  enabled  to  observe  what  course  the  determina- 
tion of  the  Assembly  was  likely  to  take ;  and  when  he 
perceived  that  sentiments  unfavourable  to  those  of 
his  party  were  likely  to  prevail,  he  would  sometimes 
rise  and  move  those  measures  which  he  saw  would  be 
acceded  to.  By  this  means  he  prevented  the  mortifi- 
cation of  a  defeat,  and  preserved  the  appearance  of 
still  leading  the  deliberations  of  the  Assembly.  Nor 
did  this  manceuvre  at  all  diminish  the  confidence  of 
lis  own  party  ;  for  he  never  employed  it  except  on 
indifferent  occasions^  or  where  by  so  doing  he  could 
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procuie  measures  more  conformable  to  the  views  of 
his  friends,  than  if  he  had  left  the  motion  to  be  made 
by  their  antagonists. 

In  politics  Dr.  Hill  has  always  been  a  steady  ad- 
herent to  the  Dundas  interest.  His  uncle,  Dr.Mac- 
Cormick,  late  principal  of  St.  Salvador's  College^ 
had  been  tutor  to  Mr.  Secretary  Dundas ;  and  to 
this  connection  Dr.  <  Hill  is  in  part  indebted  for  the 
situation  be  enjoys  in  the  college  and  churchy  as 
well  as  for  some  of  those  few  sinecures,  such  as 
chaplain  to  his  Majesty,  which  the  Crown  has  in  i^ 
power  to  bestow  on  clergymen  of  the  church  of 
Scotland. 

Dr.  Hill  married  a  townswoman  of  his  own,  by 
whom  he  has  a  large  family  of  vety  fine  children.  In 
domestic  life,  he  is  very  much  respected  and  beloved. 
The  pleasure  which  he  takes  in  his  family  circle  must 
delight  every  visitor.  He  bestows  much  attention 
on  the  improvement  of  his  children  ;  and  to  the  res- 
pect to  which  he  is  entitled  as  an  oratoi;  and  a  teacher, 
it  18  no  trifling  addition  to  say  that  he  is  a  good  father 
of  a  family.  He  is  likewise  extremely  ready  to  do  acts 
of  kindness  to  the  students  under  his  care,  and  few 
go  away  from  that  college  without  carrying  along 
with  them  a  grateful  remembrance  of  his  friendly 
attentions. 
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* 

Set  honour  in  one  ey%  an^  desfdi  m  the  atherj 
And  1  will  look  on  both  indifferently :    , 
For,  let  the  Gods  so  speed  me,  as  I  love 
Tb<  name  o^hooour  lAove  thau  ilear  deatllj 

,    ■BAiktFtAliL 

SIR  ROG^R  CURTIS  id  tfae  soti  of  an  emineiit 

feniier,  highly  respect^  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Downton  in  Wiltshire,  where  he  resided*  .  'Mr.  Cortis 
evinced  an  early  predilection  for  the  honourable  prb<« 
fession  of  which  he  has  became  so  diatingaisbed  an 
omament.  His  father,  however,  whose  property  wai 
considerable,  exposed  the  inclinations  of  an  only  aon^ 
and  nsed  every  endeavour  to  divert  him  from  the 
choice  he  had  made  ;  nor  can  we  wonder  that  an  af^ 
fectionate  parent  should  reluctantly  consent  to  part 
with  the  prop  o(  his  declining  years,  and  rath^  wisfa 
him  to  enjoy  ease  and  independence  on  bis  pa* 
ternal  estate,  than  expose  himself  to  the  perils  of  a 
maritime  lifct  Every  means  having  been  ineffectually 
used  to  dissuade  Mr.  Curtis  from  his  purpose,  be  at 
length  obtained  a  slow  leave  to  quit  the  cool  seques* 
tered  vale  of  life. 

.  Great  part  of  Mr.  Curtis^s  probationary  time  he 
passed  under  the  command  of  Admiral  Barrington^  a 
man  whose  example  and  advice  were  well  calculated 
to  form  the  seaman  and  the  officer;  for  among  the 
many  meritorious  characters  that  have  adorned  the 
British  navy,  few  have  enjoyed  the  esteem  of  their 
brother  officers^  and  the  respect  of  the  world  in  gene- 
ral^ 
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talyin  a  greater  degree  than  that  gallant  admiral. 
Oar  young  seaman^  having  served  with  diligence  and 
attention  for  several  years,  and  passed  the  usual  pro- 
fessional ordeal,  in  1771  was  promoted  to  the  rank 
of  fieutenant. 

He  was  shortly  after  this  period  appointed  lieu- 
tenant of  the  Otter  sloop,  on  the  Newfoundland  sta- 
tion :  that  great  national  concern  (the  fisheries)  did 
not  escape  the  inquiring  mind  of  Mr.  Curtis ;  he 
rendered  himself  fully  master  of  the  nature  and  prin* 
ciples  of  a  commerce,  which,  considered  either  as  a 
source  of  wealth  or  as  a  nursery  for.  seamen,  is  of  the 
utmost  importance  to  the  British  empire ;  the  pro- 
fessional abilities  of  Lieutenant  Curtis  at  this  time  at- 
tracted the  attention  of  Admiral  (afterward  Lord) 
Shuldham,  who  united  the  usual  offices  of  naval  com- 
mander and  governor  of  Newfoundland;  and   in 

1775,  when  he  was  appointed  to  command  on  the 
American  station,  he  chose  our  young  officer  as  one 
of  his  lieutenants,  whose  merit  soon  procured  him 
the  unlimited  confidence  of  the  Admiral.     In  June 

1776,  Lieutenant  Curtis  obtained  the  rank  of  com- 
munder,  and  was  appointed  to  the  Senegal  sloop. 

On  Lord  Howe's  succeeding  Admiral  Shuldham 
in  the  command  of  the  fleet.  Captain  Curtis  remained 
on  the  American  station. 

It  is  in  the  recollection  of  every  one,  that  this  was^ 
the  eventful  period  at  which  the  North  American  pro- 
vinces revolted,  and  the  whole  of  his  lordship's  com* 
mand  became  a  scene  of  obstinate  and  sanguinary 
war&re;  the  extent  of  sea-coast  which  be  had  toguard, 
and  the  smallnes^^of  bis  means^  obliged  him  to  di&- 
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perse  bis  fleet^  and  many  important  stations  were 
consequently  filled  by  young  officers:  a  situation 
highly  favourable  to  an  active  mind,  as  a  fortuitous 
event  may  give  occasion  to  display  abilities  that  might 
otherwise  have  remained  unnoticed  for  years.  It  was 
on  one  of  these  happy  occasions  that  Captain  Curtis^ 
by  a  judicious  exertion  of  the  power  vested  in  a  com- 
manding officer,  attracted  the  attention  of  Lord 
Howe.  They  had  till  tbis  period  been  totally  unac- 
quainted with  each  other ;  the  repeated  instances  of 
2eal  and  good  conduct  whicb  the  captain  of  the  Se- 
negal exhibited  on  various  services  confirmed  his  lord- 
ship in  the  opinion  he  had  formed  of  him,  and  in  April 
1777,  the  JEagle,  on  board  which  his  flag  was  flying, 
becoming  vacant,  Lord  Howe  promoted  Captain  Cur- 
tis to  the  rank  of  post  captain,  and  appointed  him  to 
that  ship,  although  he  was  at  the  time  one  of  the 
youngest  masters  and  commanders  in  the  fleet. 

This  was  undoubtedly  the  greatest  proof  the  com- 
inander  in  chief  could  give  of  the  confidence  he  re- 
posed in  Captain  Curtis,  and  the  high  opinion  be  en« 
tertained  of  his  abilities.  Lord  Howe,  it  is  well 
known,  was  not  a  man  who  hastily  formed  his  opi- 
nion :  his  friendships  were  the  result  of  mature  re- 
flection,and  conviction  of  theworth  of  those  whom  be 
honoured  with  them,and  they  were  therefore  the  more 
likely  to  be  lasting.  The  intimacy  which  now  took 
place  between  Captain  Curtis  and  that  truly  great  man 
ended  but  yritb  the  lamented  death  of  the  latter. 

During  the  remainder  of  the  time  Lord  Howe 
commanded  on  the  American  station.  Captain  Curtis 
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continued  to  exercise  the  duties  of  captain  of  the 
fleet,  and  returned  with  him  to  Europe  in  the  Eagle, 
in  which  ship  he  remained  until  she  was  ordered  to 
the  East  Indies,  when  his  health  being  impaired  by 
the  fatigues  of  service^  he  was  permitted  to  resign 
the  command. 

In  November  1780,  he  was  appointed  to  command 
the  Brilliant  frigate,  and  soon  after  was  dispatched  to 
Gibraltar  with  sealed  orders,  having  a  cutter  under 
his  command.  An  attack  from  a  very  superior  force 
of  the  enemy,  and  other  adverse  circumstances,  pre- 
vented, his  getting  into  the  bay  of  Gibraltar,  and 
he  was  compelled  to  forego  the  object  of  his  mission, 
and  reluctantly  to  quit  the  scene  of  his  future  glory. 

Captain  Curtis  having  failed  in  his  attempt  to  land 
his  dispatches,  proceeded  up  the  Mediterranean  to 
Minorca,  where  he  remained  until  the  commence- 
ment of  1781,  when  the  garrison  of  Gibraltar  being 
straitened  for  provisions,  among  other  resources 
Greneral  Elliot  had  applied  to  Minorca  for  relief;  a 
supply  having  been  collected,  several  transports  were 
dispatched  under  convoy'of  the  Brilliant,  and  on  the 
21  St  of  April  Captain  Curtis  succeeded  in  throwing 
this  supply  into  the  garrison. 

The  Brilliant  was  warped  into  the  Mole,  and  her 
commander  took  the  direction  of  the  naval  force.  It 
was  about  this  period  that  the  memorable  siege  of 
Gibraltar  began  to  wear  a  serious  aspect ;  the  ene- 
my's armed  vessels  very  much  annoyed  the  garrison, 
especially  near  the  New  Mole,  and  to  the  southward. 
Two  gun-boats  were  all  that  Captain  Curtis  had  to 
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oppose  to  numerous  vessels  of  every  descnptioQ^whkh 
the  enemy  possessed ;  his  zeal,  gallantry^  and  indefeti* 
gable  exertions,  however,  were  such,  that  very  great 
assistance  was  rendered,  even  with  this  fmall  force ; 
the  arrangement  and  discipline  he  maintained  among 
the  seamen  were  highly  creditable  to  him ;  and  that 
great  judge  of  military  merits  General  Elliot,  reposed 
the  utmost  confidence  in  his  abilities. 

The  superiority  of  naval  force  possessed  by  the 
Spaniards  rendered  it  exceedingly  difficult  for  any 
supplies  to  approach  the  garrison  in  vessels  of  small 
force;  and  the  light  airs  that  often  prevailed,  gave  to 
the  enemy's  row-boats  a  decided  advantage ;  and  the 
troops  had  often  the  mortification  to  behold  the 
refreshments  they  wcr«  so  much  in  want  of,  taken 
almost  from  their  lips,  notwithstanding  the  efforts 
of  the  small  maritime  force  then  in  the  Mole. 

On  one  occasion,  however,  the  skill  and  gallantry 
of  the  Bi'itsh  seamen  succeeded  in  entering  the  Bay, 
notwithstanding  the  opposition  of  a  most  fearful 
odds. 

On  the  morning  of  the  7  th  of  August,  about  five 
o^clock,  a  brig  was  discovered  in  the  Gut,  about  a 
third  of  the  way  over,  between  Carbarita  Point  and 
Europa;  she  was  perceived  by  the  Spaniards  and  the 
garrison  nearly  at  the  same  time;  it  was  perfectly 
calm,  and  she  was  rowing  towards  the  rock.  The 
enemy  immediately  sent  out  14  gun-boats,  carrying 
each  a26-pounderjand  several  launches,  to  attack  ben 

Notwithstanding  the  great  inequality  of  force  Cap«- 
tain  Curtis  resolved  to  attempt  her  rescue ;  all  the 

force 
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force  be  possessed  was  the  Repulse  andVanguard  gun- 
boats ;  with  these  and  the  boats  of  the  ships  he  went 
to  her  assistance*     The  enemy's  force  advanced  faster 
than  that  from  the  garrisonj  and  by  eight  o'clock  had 
commenced  the  attack ;  the  garrison  were  anxioua 
spectators  of  the  combat,  and  beheld  the  English 
brig,  which  they  now  discovered  to  be  a  sloop  of  war, 
with  astonishment ;  she  sustained  the  attack  with  the 
greatest  firmness,  and  returned  a  cool  and  well  regu- 
lated fire;  the  greater  part  of  the  gun-boats  were  soon 
almost  close  to  her,  and  ^she  seemed,  as  it  were,  buri- 
ed in  the  clouds  of  grape-shot  and  the  spray  that 
surrounded  her.  The  troops  on  the  rock  at  this  time 
almost  gave  her  up,  hardly  supposing  it  possible,  that 
the  small   force  Captain  Curtis  commanded  would 
venture  near  enough  to  render  her  material  assis- 
tance ;  he  however  pushed  on  gallantly,  and  the  brig 
did  not  long  support  the  unequal  combat  without 
aid  ;  the  Repulse  and  Vanguard  were  judiciously 
placed,  so  as  to  cover  the  brig  and  annoy  the  enemy; 
the  ships'  boats  went  to  her  assistance,  and  the  breeze 
springing  up  at  this  time,  enabled  her  to  near  the 
rock  a  little.     The  Spaniards,  however,  still  continu- 
ed the  attack,  some  coming  up  abreast  of  her,  and 
^  others  raking  her.     At  length  coolness  and  disci- 
pline prevailed  over  numbers;  the  steadiness,  and 
bravery  with  which  the  brig  defended  herself,  aided 
by  the  well-directed  fire  of  grape-shot  from  the  Van- 
guard and  Repulse,  succeeded  in  obliging  the  enemy 
to  retire ;  and  by  ten  o'clock  they  all  fled,  notwith- 
standing the  approach  of  a  s^cbec^  mounting  near  30 

guns. 
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guns,  to  their  aid;  she  finding  the  gun-boats  perfectly 
subdued,  also  hauled  off,  and  left  the  boats  to  tow 
their  friend  into  the  Mole,  where  she  was  received 
with  the  applauding  shouts  of  the  garrison,  and  proved 
to  be  his  Majesty's  sloop  Helena,  commanded  by 
Captain  Roberts,  the  same  officer  that  had  been  first 
lieutenant  with  Captain  Farmer,  who  bravely  fell  in 
an  action  between  the  Quebec  and  the  Surveillante ; 
on  which  occasion  Lieutenant  Roberts  was  promoted 
to  the  rank  of  master  and  commander,  and  for  bis 
gallant  exertions  in  the  present  unequal  contest,  he 
was  made  post.     General  Elliot,  in  the  following  let- 
ter to  the  Secretary  of  State,  paysa  just  tribute  of 
applause  to  the  officers  concerned  in  this   gallant 
affair : — 

**  I  received  your  dispatch  of  the  20th  of  July,  by  his  Majesty's 
sloop  Helena,  Captain  Roberts,  who  arrived  by  dint  of  perseve- 
rance and  bravery  ;  with  the  assistance  of  our  two  gun-boats  (the 
Vanguard  and  Repulse)  he  was  towed  into  the  Bay  ;  they  were 
posted  by  Captain  Curtis  himself.     He  personally  conducted  the 
attack  in  his  barge  with  distinguished  success,  notwithstanding  a 
constant  and  heavy  fire  of  round  and  grape  from  the  enemy  *s 
gun-boats  for  nearly  two  hours  ;  the  particulars  of  Captain  Ro<« 
berts's  gallant  behaviour,  and  that  of  his  ship's  company,  will,  na 
doubt,  be  transmitted  by  Captain  Curtis;  but  as  he  (Captaiq 
Curtis)  is  not  a  man  to  speak  of  any  transaction  so  highly  re* 
dounding  to  his  own  honour,  on  my  part  it  is  an  indispensible 
duty  to  inform  your  lordship,  that  his  zeal  for  the  service  is  scarcely 
to  be  paralleled,  in  forwarding  every  operation  that  can  any  way 
contribute  to  our  comfort  or  defence. 

**  A  small  accession  of  strength  by  the  addition  of  a  flew  gun* 
boats,  enabled  the  marine  force  under  Captain  Curtis  to  render 
occasional  service  in  assistinc^  vessels  comino;  with  refresh- 
mcnts.** 

WhcA 
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Wbqo  tbe  celebmtcd  salljr  was  made  Jn  Novembeir 
of  the  same  year,  a  dpt^chment  of  seamen  were  em- 
ployed under  the  command  of  naval  officers,  and 
although  it  was  foreign  to  his  department,  on  this,  as 
on  every  occasion  where  the  public  service  could  ia 
the  least  be  benefited  by  bis  advice  or  assistance,  he 
voluntarily  accompanied  General  £IIiot;  and  that 
able  officer,  in  his  public  letter,  speaking  of  Captain 
Curtis,  says,  "he  greatly  diistinguished  himself  by  his 
discernment,  assistance  and  personal  effbrts.** 

It  is  well  known  that  on  this  memorable  occasion^ 
batteries  and  approaches,  which  had  cost  the  enemy 
nearly  eighteen  months  incessant  labour  to  construct^ 
were  destroyed  in  a  few  hours ;  and  this,  by  the  pru- 
dence and  good  order  observed  by  the  soldiers  and 
seamen,  was  effected  with  a  trifling  loss. 

No  occurrence  of  importance  in  which  Captain 
Curtis  was  engaged,  happened  until  the  following 
yean  The  brigade  of  seamen,  however,  are  acknow- 
ledged oii  all  occasions  to  have  rendered  the  most 
eminent  service,  as  well  in  constructing  works  under 
the  direction  of  the  engineers,  as  in  every  other  ex- 
ertion that  took  place  during  the  period  of  a  siege 
that  will  ever  be  remembered  as  one  of  the  proude^ 
boasts  of  Britain;  Captain  Curtis  shared  in  every 
danger,  and  his  example  and  precept  established  a 
degree  of  discij^ine  ^mong  the  seamen  that  would 
have  done  honour  to  veteran  soldiers. 

Early  in  September  1782,  the  fire  of  the  enemy, 

and  the  apparent  foranidable  attack  that  was  in  a  state 

^forwardness,  rendered  itnecessaiy  to  scuttletheshipa 
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in  the  New  Mole,  which  obliged  the  dcsameffr  to  en- 
camp near  Europa  Point.  On  ihe  1 1th  of  the  samfe 
month  the  brigade  of  seameR  is  very  hondurably  no- 
ticed by  General  Elliot,  in  an  account  of  an  a^ack 
made  by  the  Spanish  fleet*   After  some  previous  dc- 

< 

scription,  hfi  observes,  that 

**  The  squadron  then  tirent  to  the  eastward  of  the  rock,  and 
formed  in  a  line  (the  admiral  leading) ,  came  befoie  the  batte- 
ries of  Europa,  and  under  a  Tery  siow  sail  commenced  a  fire  from 
all  their  guns  until  the  last  ship  had  passed.     They  repeated  their 
mano^UTre  at  two  o'clock  the  following  morning,  aAd  again  in  the 
forenoon  of  the  same  day.     These  successiTe  cannonades  did  not 
any  way  damage  the  works.     Some  of  the  leading  ahips  having 
been  pretty  frequently  stiuck  by  our  shot,  they  afterwards  kept  at 
2^  greatet  distance.  Two  Spanish  Mj^  went,  early  in,  that  tpo^pjng 
Co  Algezitas  to  repair,  as  we  imagine.  ,  All  the  batteries  at  Europa 
-were  manned  by  the  marine  brigade  (encamped  there),  with  a 
small  proportion  of  artillerists.    The  guns  were  extremely  well 
Udd  and  pointed ;  the  whole  under  the  immediate  tommand  of 
Brigadier  Curtis.'* 

• 

The  13th  of  September,  the  day  on  which  the  mer 
morable  attack  was  made  by  the  combined  forces  on 
the  garrison  of  Gibraltar,  will  ever  be  recorded  as  re- 
flecting the  highest  honour*  on  the  military  cha- 
racter of  Great  Britain;  it  was  on  this  glovious  day 
that  the  marine  brigade,  ander  Captain  Curtis,  gain- 
ed immortal  honour,  and  no  words  can  do  justice  tP 
the  bravery  and  humanity  of  their  leader. 

About  eight  in  the  morningy'Hhe  Spanish  battenog 
ships  got  under  weigh,and  shortly  after  ten,tlieve88el5 
were  all  placed  at  the  stations  allotted  them  in  a  mas* 
terly  manner  {  when  there  ccNzimenced  ooe  of  the 

npost  formidable  cannonades  that  perhaps  ever  was 

made; 
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made;  the  ten  battering  ships  carried  212tiMMy- 
six- pounders,  and  taking  into  the  account  the  fire 
from  the  Spanish  lines,  the  garrison  had  to  sustain 
that  of  4CX)  pieces  of  the  heaviest  artillery,  beside 
mortars.  The  total  amount  of  the  combined  forces 
was  as  follows : 

Spanish  snips  of  three  dccks>  *            S 

Oftfaeline»            -            -  -            a8        .      . 

French  ships  of  three  decks,  *             5 

Oftheline,             -*         -  -              $ 
Spanish  ships  from  fifty  to  sixty  guns,      -      3 

Battering  ships^             •            -  -^          10 

Floating  battery,            -            -  •         1          • 

Bo&b-ketchcs,            '^            *  *         5 

beside  frigates,  xebecs,  and  an  immense  number  of 
gun  and  mortar-boats ;  the  enemy  h^d  also  collected 
near  300  large  boats  to  carry  troops,  and  their  inten- 
tion, it  is  believed,  ^as,  should  the  battering  ships 
succeed  in  silencing  the  garrison,  to  have  attempted 
a  landing. 

The  eyes  of  all  Etirope  had  long  been  tu^-ned  on 
thii  famous  siege,  and  the  preparations  latti-rly  made 
by  the  allied  forces  of  Prance  and  Spaing  Were  of  stich 
amagnitude,thatitwas  generally  supposed  victory  must 
at  length  have  crowned  their  persevering  efforts;  the 
princes  of  the  blood  royal  of  France,  some  of  the  prin- 
cipal nobility  of  Spain,  and  tnany  distinguished  mili- 
tary officers  had  joined  the  besieging  army,  arid,  to- 
gether with  an  immense  crowd  of  spectators,  were 
anxious  witnesses  of  the  attack ;  the  combined  powers 
had  formed  the  most  sangume  expectations  of  success 
from  their  battering-ships,  deemed  perfect  in  design, 

P  2  completed 
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-completed  by  dint  of  prodigious  labour,  and  unHmlU 
oed  profusion  of  expcnce,  and,  by  common  report, 
f pronounced  invincible* 

'ii  The  English  batteries  opened  as  the  enemy  came 
'facforeithcm,  and  an  awful  and  tremendous  fire  was 
kept  up  on  both  sides ;  the  Spanish  floating  batteries 
were  supported  by  the  cannon  and  mortars  in  their 
lines  al^d  approaches  ^  and  two  bomb  ketches,  which 
were  brought  forward,  and  continued  to  throw  shells 
into  the  garrison  during  the  attack; 

Red-hot  shot  were  sent  with  such  precision  from 

the  garrison^  that  in  the  afternoon  the  smoke  was 

seen  toissuo  from  the  upper  part  of  the  Spanish  Ad- 

mii^lffi)  and  some  other  ships ;  and  men  were  perceiT- 

•  e4  ii^c^lfectually  labouring  to  extinguish  the  fire  by 

..the  use  of  fire. engines:  t^ic  fire  from  the  garrison 

w^  kcjj>t  uip  briskly,  and  that  of  the  enemy  gradually 

i49creased«  ■-•      : 

About  seven  in  the  evening  they  fired  only  from  a 
icw  guns,,  and  that  only  at  intervals. 

At  midnight  the  admiral's  ship  was  plaiply  disco- 
y^rc4to  be  onfire,andan  hour  after  she  was  completely 
in  flames;  eight  more  o(  the  Spanish  ships,  took  fire  in 
succession.  Confusion  was  now  evident  among  then), 
.and  thenuinfrpus  rockets  thrown  up  from  each  ship 
.was  a  demonstraticui  pf  the  greatness  of  their  dis- 
tress ;  their  signals  were  answpred  from  the  fleet,  and 
they  immediately  sent  launches  and  boats  of  different 
descriptions  to  t^  out  the  men;  the  fire  from  the 
Spanish  lines,  however,  did  not  slacken,  and  the  ships 
not  completely  in  flames  still  sent  a  few  shot  at  in- 
tervals. 
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■ 

At tfes  critical  period  Captain  Curtis- give  ptGof 
of  his  great  skill  and  judgment ;  he  advanced'  WifH- 
the  whole  division  of  gun-boats  (twelve  in  nuniber),^ 
each  carrying  a  twenty-four  or  eighteen  .  pounder^, 
and  formed  them  so  as  to  flank  the  line  'of  the  enen; 
my *s  battering  ships,  while  they  were  annoyed  by*a«* 
excessive  heavy  and  well  directed  fire  from  the  garri- 
son. .  The  fire  from  the  gun -boats  was  ex'ceedinj^Ty 
well  directed,  and  kept  up  with  great  vigour;  it 
effectually  prevented  the  enemy,  from  approaching  to. 
the  assistance  of  their  ships. 

General  Elliot,  in  his  public  letter,  observes,  speak- 
ing of  this  manoeuvre,  that  "  the  enemy *s  daring  at- 
tempt at  sea  was  effectually  defeated  by  the  con- 
stant and  well-supported  fire  from  the  batteries ;  but 
the  well-timed,  judicious,  and  spirited  attack  made* 
by  Brigadier  Curtis,  rendered  this  success  a  complete 
victory.'*  ^ 

The  scene  now  became  entirely  changed;  the 
Spaniards  having  abandoned  the  ships,  and  left  the 
men  in  them  to  the  mercy  of  the  English  or  the 
flames,  the  enemy  became  objects  only  of  pity,  and 
as  much  courage  was  exerted  to  save  them  as  had 
before  been  displayed  in  repelling  their  attack ;  the 
men  were  seen  amid  flames  and  on  floating  pieces  of 
wreck,  imploring  the  compassion  of  their  enemies, 
and  this  humane  service  became  a  very  perilous  em- 
ployment,  from  the  firing  of  the  cannon  as  the  metal 
became  heated.  This  scene  cannot  be  painted  in 
*  stronger  language  than  in  the  words  of  General 
Elliot. 

Vf  "  Tbcy 
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!:V  They  Asd  [^ebipitately  with  all  thmr  boats,  abiuldot^l^  their 
sbif>ftr  id^vfhich  some  officersy  and  nuipbers  of  their  menj  including 
ma.ny  pounded  were  left  to  perish*  This  unavoidably  must  Have 
l)een  their  wretched  fate,  had  they  not  been  dragged  from  atnidst 
the  flames  by  the  personal  intrepidity  of  Brigadier  Cuftis,  at  the 
ut'ihb^t  hazard  of  his  own  life,  a  life  inraluablc  to  his.  Maje^y*a 
saryice.  For  some  time  I  felt  the  utmost  angaish»  seeing  his  pia" 
S9ce  close  to  one  of  the  largest  ships  at  the  moment  she  blew  up» 
and  spread  her  wreck  to  a  vast  extent  round.  The  black  cloud  of 
smoak  being  dispersed,  1  was  again  revived  by  th«  fight  of  the 
pinnace,  little  apprehending  that  the  Brigadier  was  in  the  utmost 
danger  'of  sinking,,  some  pieces  of  timber  having  fallen  into  and 
pierced  the  boat  (killing  the  cockswain  and  wounding  others  of  the 
men),  and  leavjngscarce  any  hope  of  reaching  the  shore ;  providen- 
tially he  was  save  d  by  stopping  the  hole  with  the  scanicns  jackets 
until  boats  arrived  to  his  relief."  ■  -^     * 

By  the  same  explosion  one  gun-boat  was  sunk,  and 
another  damaged.  Animated  by  the  example  of 
Captain  Curtis,  the  British  seamen  discovered  as  much 
ardour  in  employing  ev6ry  efiTort  to  relieve  their  ene- 
mies, as  they  had  done  in  conquering  them  ;  by  their 
generous  exertions  thfrteen  Spanish  officers  and  344 
men  wpre  rescued  from  the  flaines.  Thus  ended  a 
contest,  in  which  it  is  difficult  to  decide  whether  the 
intrepidity  or  humanity  of  the  English  deserved  most 
commendation. 

Shortly  after  this,  on  the  1 1th  of  Oaober,  the  St 
Michael,  a  Spanish  74  gun-shi(j,  was  driven  under 
the  walls  of  Gibraltar  and  captured ;  by  the  great  ex* 
ertions  of  Captain  Curtis,  her  storers  were  taken  out, 
the  ship  got  afloat  and  warped  into  the  Mole  by  the 
J  7th,  notwithstanding  the  enemy  annoyed  them  cx^ 
ceedingly  by  shells  when  carrying  out  anchors,  &c,  to 
get  her  ofF» 

Lord 
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I«ord  Howe  shortly  afler  arrived  with  a  cOnyoy  to; 
relieve  tbe  garrisoo;  it  <0]>pear8  by  his  public  l^tter^. 
that  bftd  due'  attention  been  paid  to  tbe  instructions 
coromaAicat^  by  Captain  Curtis, the  transports  migbt) 
have  entered  the  Bay  some  days  earlier  than  was  ac*; 
compiisbed;  however^  the  service  was  at  length  com^; 
pletely  executed,   and  the   fortress  relieved  in  th^ 
presence  df  a  very. Superior  force,  much  to  the  honour. 
of  the  British  oayal  cl^aracter.    Captain  Curtis,  be^ngv 
charged  with  this  final  communications  of  General, 
EUiot  to  Xiord  Howe^  embarked  on  board  the  Laton% 
frigsfe  fbd.lbat  purpose    The  situation  of  the  ene«^ 
iDy'r-rflQct  the  next  <iay^  however,  precluding,  him 
froai  returning  to  Gibraltar,  he  remained  on  board 
the  Victoryi  •  Tbe  captain  of  that  ship  being  dis<- 
patched  wkfa  an  i^coount  of  the  proceedings  of  tl^ 
fleet  during  tbe  r/slief  of  Gibraltar^  and  the  spbse:^ 
quent  partial  actions  with  the  combined  squadrons: of 
Ftanceand  Spain, a  vacancy  consequently  took  pUce^ 
and  Captain*  Curtis  was  appointed  to  the  Victory,    \ 

Had  it  been  a  matter  of  choice,  probably  be  wouUj^ 
have  preferred  remaining  with  his  old  friend,  Lor4 
Howe,  aS'C3ptain  of  the  Victory,  Co  again  resuming 
tfao  command  at  Gibraltar.  It  was ; not,  however, 
left  to  bis  option;  his  Majesty's  Ministers,  in  coqser 
qaende  of  a  pressinjg:6o)icitation  from- General  CJIiot,- 
bad Dg.  ordered  Captain  Curtis  to  Gibraltar  in  tbe^ 
Tbcili6igbte. 

'  Dfttfng  his  stay  in.  £ngland,€aptabi  Curtis  bad  the 
tioDoar  of  knighthood 'conferred  upion  him,  and  r^ 
ocavfedoeery  flatterifi^  mirks  of  bi^.  Soy^ei{n*s  appro-^ 

..   P4  batipni 
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bdtion;  be  was  appointed  ainbas$ador  to  tbelEaiperor 
of  Morocco  and  the  Barbary^  States/ apd'bok  the 
rank  of  commodore.  In  March  1783,  Sir  Roger 
Curtis  arrived  at  Gibraltar,  and  resunied  bis  old  com- 
mand, where  be  remained  active  and-  distinguibsed 
until  the  end  of  the  siege.  No  event  of  importance 
happened  during  this  period,  if  W6  except  an  attempt 
at  mutiny  on  board  the  St.  Michtid,  which  bequeHed 
with  great  spirit  and  presence  of  mind.  On  the  3d 
of  October,  Sir  Roger  went  with  a  flag  of  truce  into 
Ae  Spanish  lines,  on  the  report  of  peace ;  be  v  wA8  re- 
ceived with  the  greatest  distinction,  and  that  desir^ 
^le  event  was  shortly  after  announced  to  the  garrison 
ill  form.  '.in 

In  the  latter  end  of  1 783,  Sir  Roger  Curtis  wassuc* 
cdeded  in  the  command  on  the  Mediterranea^^statioa 
by  Sir  John  Lindsay,  K.  B.  and  in  January  ]7e[4^  the 
Brilliant  was  paid  off. 

In?  the  month  of  May  in  the  same  year  Sir 
Roger  was  appointed  to  the  Ganges,  of  74  ^ns, 
l!ben  a  'guard«hipat  Portsmouth,  of  which  ship  he  re- 
tained the  command  until  December  1787*;  ^n^ 
tba%  period*  until  the  year  )7Q0,  was  the  only 'interval 
of  leisure  be  enjoyed  for  many  years.  -Few  mcD  are 
more  disposed  to  enjoy  tb^  felicities  of  peadev  thaa 
the  subject  of  these  memoirs,  or. better  palculated  to 
cheer  and  adorn  the  social  hour ;  his  manners  are  (esIc- 
gant  and  engaging,  bis  ui^derstanding  highly  cultivate 
ed,  and  bis  heart  warm  and  friendly.  .  From'  the-  do< 
xnestic  circle,  where  he  was  bdoved  and  respected^ 
Sir  Roger  Curtis  was  called  by  the  appear^noe  of.  iao 
approaching  rupture  with  Spain* 

In 
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In  May  l7go,  Lord  Howb  hoisted  his  fl^g  on  board 

the  Queen  Charlotte,  of  which  -ship  Sir^Roger>  was 

appointed    captain.      Shortly   aftefward    the.  Ho* 

nourable  Leveson  Gower,  who  ^ was  captain  of  i the 

fleet,  havifig  1  hoisted  his*  flag,  '9ir'Rc^er<!urtis  wag. 

chosen  Hy  the  commander  in  chief  to'fiil  thatimpor* 

tant  station.!    The  fconrt  of  Spnin  having  complied*. 

tvith  the  deftiands  of  Great' Britdm  ri^lative  tothe 

irfFair  in  dispute,  the  armament  Was  dis(:onlSn«iied^  and 

the  fleet  paid<  of)".    In  December  of  the  same  year. 

Captain  Gurtie  was  appointed  to  the'finanswick,:4]f 

74  guns,  then  guardshipr  at  Pottetnonth ;  *  ha  conti^ 

nued  in  her  during  the  Russian  drmament.in  17^1» 

and  until  tlie  beginning  'Of  the  y^ar  1 7Qd.«     During 

this  interval  of  peace,  the.  ship  he^  comm'andod:  wias 

ever  remarked  as  being  in  high  ordery  and  was  a  school 

of  discipline ;   many  young  men   who  were  -  first 

ushered  into  the  service  on  board  that  ship,  and  under 

the  patronage  :6f  her  distinguished  commander,  have 

since  bccomeornaments  to  their  country*  -  . 

On  the  comtnenccment  of  the  late  war.  Lord 
Howe  honoured  his  friend  by  applying  for.  bioi  as 
captain  of  the  fleet,  and  Sir  .  Roger  Curtis  wpnjt  on 
board  the  Queen  Charlotte  to  assist  the  commander 
hi  chief;  .     ;  .. 

lathis  eminent: aituatbn.  be  continued  to  disitin- 
guish  himself  by  an.  unwearied,  application  to  the 
many  and  important  duties  of  his  station  ;  and  hif 
jMnstant  attention  to  the-  discipline  of  the  i!cet>  nn- 
dottbtedlyicontributed  much  to  the  glorious  victory  af^^ 
terv^ards  gained ; . ».  Vietpry  by  which  the  name  of  the 
deptrted  hero  who  commanded  the  British  squadron 
bas  been  immortalized. 


'  Upbn  a  ptoinbtion  of  fkgrofficefs  ija  April  i79*9 
Str  Roger  Curtis  w^s  .appointed  colooet^of  tb^.  Ply* 
mouth  division,  of  marines* ; 

V. Shortly  after  tbts  the  memorable  battle  of  the  1st 
of/iune.  was  gained  by  the  fleet  *ux)der  LrOi^d.  Howc'b 
eoannkand.'j  It  wouldi.be  superfluouf  to  dwelt  on  the 
advaptagest'be  country  derived  by  the  success  of  that 
itriporta&t  day  ;  or  on  ;t he  merits  of  tboae  who  served 
under  bis  Lordship :  they  :ore  recorded  .in.  the  oavj4 
annsvls.of  the  British  empire^  and  exhibit  ope  of  tbo 
most  8pi«ndid  victorios  ever  atchieved  by  our  gallant 
tars.  •  The  subject  of  dur  present  memoir,  however, 
enjoyed  his  full  share,  of  glory,  in  the  honourable 
mchtron  made  of  hrs  services  by  the  admiral,  and 
wfaicb/as  his  biographers,  we  feel  it  our  duty  to  no* 
<ice^  '  Gf  the  evolutions  necessary  to  be  put  in  prac<» 
lice  to/bring  the  enemy  to  action,  it  is  said :  "  To  the 
vntcmitting  exertions,  and  skill  of  the.  first  captain  of 
the  fleet,  during  thie  long  chace  whi6li  preceded  the 
action,  in  very  tempestuous  weather,  much  praise  is 
tiue;^'  and  in  his  official  account  of  the  battle  Lord 

B 

Hcv^e- nobly  acknowledges  the  obligations  due  to 
Btkcb  exalted  merit.  Speaking  of'Sir  Rx)ger  Curtis, 
fec'SaVs, 

^^  It  is  incumbent  on  me,  nevertheless,  now  to  add, 
that  I  am  greatly  indebted  to  him  for  his  counsels 
dS'Well  as  conduct  in  every  branch  c^  my  official 
dutiedi*'  •  '      '  •  ... 

•»  C«  the  return  of  the  victorteos  fleet  into  port^ 
^enhts* Majesty  visited  the  squadron,  and  bonocinU 
the  'ofltGers  by  personaUy  deitributidg  the  marks  erf 
•':'''•,•■!  •  '  royal 


.  .• .  'J 
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voyiEil  approbatioo,  SirlRtg^  CurtU/aeeived  agqlcj 
chain  aiid>ineddl|!0f!tb«  s^om^^nptipo  q$  tbjOjse  prcr 
seated  to  the  rear  admirals^^to^  wiiMcb  r^n}^;  l^i^  ^jtua- 
tton  06  captain  of  the^eet  correbp^odf  cii  '^xk  it^e.^pie 

4 

occaaion  bisSoyeretgo  furtfaf  rt/e^ttiiod  Ili^/OjF^l.iip^ouf 
by  raising  him  to.  tbev.digQity  of  a  b^ic^tAiof^Oreat 

Shortly  after  tbis^  Sir  Roger  Curtis  wm  plac^^o  ^ 
(ituatiod  peculiarly  unpleas^taad  d^'w^f^§§  :prOBCr 
ctttor  in  the  Coart  Martial  held  oq  th4:oA(^|t^n  of.  the 
Ca^ar,  . On  tbi^  occasion  be  di&play^4\gr^dj^}Ability 
and  legal  knowtetlge.  ,  ,"*•/>.: 

P»  the.  4tb  of  July  1794,  Sir  Ri>g^.Curtis.was 
proriHJtfd  to  tbe^rank  of  rear-admiral;  hte  contii1ue4 
losers  in  the  cbanfiel  fleet,  but  the  enemy  k^pt.too 
closely  in  port  to  give  him  opportunity  of  di§tij9guisj^^ 
ing  himself  as  a  leader.  On  the  14th  of  February 
J  7999  be  was  promoted  to  tbe-raftk  of  vice-admiral  of 
the  red,  and  in  the  month  of  May  1 800,  he  was , 
appointed  to  command  at  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope* 
His  laudable  attention  to  oeconomy  in  every  branch 
of  the  public  service  is  strikingly  meritorious,  and 
one  instance  is  particularly  deserving  of  notice: 

On  the  Jupiter,  of  50  guns,  being  in^want  of  re- 
pair, he  determined,  instead  of  sending  her  to  the 
East  Indies,  which  had  always  been  the  cnstom, 
and  where  her  repairs  would  have  cost  an«immense 
sum  to  government,  to  make  the  experiment  whe- 
ther it  was  not  possible  to  vtfit  her  at  the  Cape  ;  she 
was  accordingly  hove  down  and  put  in  perfect  repair- 
in  Simeon's  bay:   be  thus  accomplished  an  object 

wbicb^ 
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» 

vrbicb>  ab  a  ^iteedetit;  Dnrigbt  bate .  been  df  consider^ 
zh\6  iYnportaiiiQ6't](3i  thb  unvy;  ftdd  which  reflecte  high 
credit  on  bis persevfcfafice J  '  n.j   ..-    j,i  • 

The  retiirn  o^fieace^ds  6f  cooiHefeiMpend^  the  ex- 
ertions^ of  Sjr^.  Curtis*s  iiaval  talents  ^  but  he  is  one 
of  those  men  to  whom  the  country'  look  with  confii 
dence,  should  any  future  occasion  call  our  navy  into 
acfk>n/and  we  congratulate  ourselves  6n  fKt^ssessing 
such  a  man,  who  to  a  vigorous  utiderstandmg  and 
great  zeal  fo'f  the  service,  joins  tbafdegree  of  nautical 
skill  and  professional  experjcnce,  the -result  of  obser* 
vation  during  a  long  life  of  peril  and  fatigue,  tb^  pno- 
mises^  W>hedever  he  may  again  be  called  to  arnws,  to 
lead  our  gallbnt  seamen  to  victories  equally  glorious 
with  those  in  which  he  has  borne  a  part  iso'cofispi- 
cttous  and  honourable. 


DR.    THORNTON,  , 

BOTANICAL  LBCTUftBR  AT  GUy's  HOSPITAL,  &C.  &C. 

'    ROBERT  JOHN  THORNTON,  M.  D.  is  the 

son  of  the  justly  celebrated  Bonnell  Thornton,  so  well 

*      '  .      '     * 

known  as  the  greatest  humourist,  and  one  of  the  best 
classical  scholars  of  his  day.*    He  lost  his  father  early 

*  Mr.  Boimen  Thornton  was  the  aathor  of  several  humorous 
pieces  both  in  profe  andj  verse.  He  4ied  in  1 768,  and  left  behind 
}iim  the  greater  part  of  a  translation  pf  Plautus.  Being  a  man  of 
ready  wit,  and  at  the  fame  time  addicted  to  conviviality,  he  was 
never  at  a  loss  for  an  apology  for  any  thing  he  chofe  to  indulge  in  ; 
and  it  ^8  reported^  that  aa  old  female  ralation  having  found  him  ia 

bed 
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in  life,  but  had  the  good  fortone  to  be  lefl  tinder  the 
guidance  of  a  lady  of  very  elegant  manners,  who  prov- 
ed at  the  same  titxie  the  fondest,  of  parents.  In  con«- 
sequence  of  her  maternal  care  he  received  a  liberal 
education,  and.  being  removed  from  a  public  /^cbool^ 
to  which  he  had  been  at  first  coilsigned,  he  was  placed 
under  the  tuition  of  a  gentleman,  in  tbb  neighbour- 
hood  of  Cambridge,  who  paid  remarkable  attention 
to  the  cultivation  of  his  mind,  and  was  as  much  at- 
tached to  him  as  if  he  had  been  his^6Wn  son. 

This  schoolmaster  only  received. six  boarders,  and 
was  remarked  for  what  was  oAen  accounted  a  ^hioi* 
sical  mode  of  education,  in  consequence  of  copying 
closely  the  system  of  J.  J.Rousseau,  which  he  greatly 
admhied.  Among  the  scbeitoe&  adopted  by  him,  for 
the  purpose,  of  instruction,  in  order  to  rfender  the  me- 
mories of  his  pupils  more  retentive,  he  was  in  the 

habit  of  making  them  form  general  indexes,  to  histo- 

-  I  ...  - — . —    _i_i I.  _ 

bed  at  noon^  exclaimed,  *\  Ah !  Bonnell,  BonnelJ,  I  see  plainly 
you  are  determined  to  shorten  your  days!*' 

*•  Very  true,  Madam,  (replJed  he)  but  by  the  same  rale,  I  shall 
leMgtken  my  mghtsJ^^ 

fioftwell  records  (Liff  of  Johnson,  vol.  i.  p.  227)9  that  Dr. 
Johnson  was  charmed  with  his  burlesque  ode  on  St.  Cecilia's  Day, 
adapted  to  the  ancient  British  music,  viz.  the  Salt-box,  the  Jew's* 
harp,  the  Marrow-bones  and  Clearcrs,  the  Hum-strum  or  Hurdy- 
gurdy,  &c*  *<  Johnson  (says  the  author  of  his  Life)  praised  ib 
humour,  and  seemed  much  diverted  with  it.  He  repeated  6ie 
fioUowing  passage : 

**  In  strains  more  exalted  the  salt-box  shall  join, 
•*  And  clattering  and  battering  and  clapping  combine ; 
'<  Wtth  a  rap  and  a  tap  while  the  hollow  side  sounds, 
**  Upan^dowA  lei^s  the  flap,  and  with  rattling  nbonoda/*! 

rical 
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rical  workSj  &c.  &e.  To  iiis  judidous  plans  may  be 
attributed^  in  a  great  measure^  the  reputation  Dr^ 
Thornton  has  since  acquired  as  a  literary  man. 

His  "  Medical  Extracts"  contain  a  variety  of  in- 
fortnation  respecting  the  new  discoveries  in  chemifitry 
•and  medicine;  and  the  perfections  of  each  Writer  being 
selected  with  care  and  judgmonty  he  biis  thus  farmed 
a  most  complete  body  of  medical  fiicts  and  fational 
reasoning. 

His  "  PoliticianVCreed,"  in  two  volumies,  is  equally 
the  result  of  much  reading  and  a  retentive  memory; 
-and  by  interweaving  his  own  remarks,  and  often  draw-* 
ing  his  own  conclusions,  he  has  given  to  both  pubii* 
cations  an  air  of  originality.  The  first  of  these,  whicb 
'is  to  be  found  in  the  library  of  every  man  of  taste  and 
knowledge,  has  already  gone  through  three  editions^ 
and  a  fourth  is  preparing  for  the  press. 

When  Dr.Thornton  was  at  Trinity  College,  Cam* 
bridge,  the  precepts  of  Rousseau  were  even  there 
adopted  by  him.  He  also  paid  great  attention  to  the 
classics,  and  besides  his  public  tutor,  had  the  Rev. 
R.  Hartley,  of  Christ's  College,  since  master  of  the 
grammar-school  at  Bingley,  for  his  private  preceptor. 

Divinity  at  first  apppeared  to  be  the  object  of  his 
.pursuit,  and  he  accordingly  studied  the  sacred  Scrip- 
tures in  their  original  language.  He  also  attended 
tbe  lectures  on  law,  delivered  by  Dr.  Jowct,  of  Tri- 
nity Hall,  with  as  great  ardour  as  if  he  had  been  in- 
tended  for  the  bar  ;  and  at  the  same  time  studied 
botany,  under  Professor  Martyn ;  chemistry,  under 
Dr.  Milner,  master  of  Queen's  College;  and  anato- 
my,  under  Professor  Harwood. 
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After  finishing  his  education  at  Cambridge,  with 
much  reputation,  he  was  sent  abroad,  and  travelled 
for  some  time;  on  his  return,  he  had  the  choice  laid 
before  hitti  of  any  one  of  the  three  learned  professions, 
for  each'  of  which  he  had  been  qualified  by  a  learned 
and  liberal  education.  He  accordingly  decided  infa^ 
vour  of  medicine,  and  has  since  greatly  distingutsbed 
himself  as  the  coadjutor  of  Do<3or  Beddoes  in  the  * 
establishment  of  pneumatic  remedies.  His  letters  t6 
that  gentleman  have  been  well  received  by  the  faculty, 
and  his  practice  very  generally  approved  of. 

Dr.  Smith,  president  of  the  Linnaean  Society,  ob- 
serving the  attention  of  this  gentleman  to  his  lectures, 
first  took  bim  under  his  own  immediate  protection-, 
and  afterwards  resigned  to  him  his  botanical  chait  at 
Guy*s  Hospital,  where  he  himself  has  since  given 
public  lectures,  greatly  to  the  satisfaction  of  his  au* 
ditors. 

He  now  stands  forward  as  the  editor  of  a  splendid 
work  on  botany,  called  "  A  new  Illustration  of  Lirf- 
naeus,**  which  promises  to  become  a  national  publica* 
tion,  and  bids  fair  to  confer  lustre  both  on  himself  and 
his  country.  The  object  of  this  work  is  to  trace,  in  as 
perspicuous  a  manner  as  possible,  the  philosophical 
principles  of  botany,  from  the  earliest  times  up  to  the 
present  period,  and  by  faithful  and  well  executed  en« 
gravings  of  the  several  subjects  of  investigation*,  td 
bring  this  curious  and  interesting  subject  within  the 
comprehension  of  every  man  of  common  sense.  FoU 
lowing  the  order  of  nature,  he  begins  with  fhe  seed 
committed  to  the  ground,  and  traces  its  various  ev^ 

lutions. 
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Jutions^  until  the  root^  stem^  branches,  and  leaves  are 
formed.  He  here  chiefly  dwells  on  the  anatomy  of  the 
root,  and  the  diversity  of  its  forms  and  offices.  The 
object  of  the  next  consideration  is  to  display  the  or* 
ganized  strncture  of  the  stem  and  branches^  when  be 
.takes  occasion  to  consider  the  several  juices  of  plants^ 
with  the  motion  of  the  sap. 

After  this  he  contemplates  the  various  appendages 
attached  to  the  stems  and  branches,  explaining  the 
organization  and  design  of  each.  Then  he  examines 
into  the  structure  apd  variety  of  the  leaves ;  their  re- 
lationship to  light,  and  the  evolution  from  them  of 
oxygene  and  other  airs.  The  last  enquiry  is  the  food 
of  plants,  when  he  enters  widely  into  the  considera* 
tioa  of  the  principles  of  agriculture. 

Arriving  at  the  flower,  he  considers  its  structure, 
and .  whi]^  contemplating  the  uses  of  the  several  parts 
which  compose  it,  he  enters  fully  into  the  sexual  sys- 
tem, and  recapitulates  and  refutes  the  various  objec- 
tions which  have  been  raised  against  this  doctrine. 

He  next  lays,  before  his  readers  an  account  of  the 
origin  of  systeii^s,  when  those  of  Rivinus^  Toumcfortj 
&c.  are  detailed  ;  after  which  follows  a  full  explana-* 
tion  of  the  sexual  system  of  Linnaeus. 

In  the  order  of  the  discoveries,  the  lives  of  the  se- 
veral eminent  botanists  arc  comprehended,  and  an  ac- 
count given  of  the  most  celebrated  professors  and  bo- 
tanical writers  of  the  present  day.  After  this  intro- 
duction, he  commences  with  a  translation  of  the 
**  genera'*  of  plants  of  Linnasus ;  ta  which  is  added, 
al)  tb&Ute  discoveries  made  since  his  time.    In  order 

to 
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to  rendisr  the,  science  of  botany  as  simple  as  possible^ 
the  classes  of  the  great  Sandes  will  be  reduced  to 
twelve^  his  **  genera"  new  arranged,  and  tables  ^ven^ 
invented  by  the  author^  comprising  the  easiest  discri^ 
minating  characteristics. 

Dr.  Shaw,  of  the  British  Museum,  addressed  the 
following  lines  to  Dr.  Thornton,  on  seeing  the  beau- 
tiful representation  of  the  agave,  or  American  aloc^ 
prefixed  to  the  third  number  of  his  **  New  Illustratioa 
of  the  Sexual  System  of  Linnseus/'  with  which  we 
ihall  conclude  the  present  article. 

**  NursM  by  a  length  of  rolling  yean^ 
**  Her  stately  form  Agave  rears, 
**  Protracting  still  with  wise  delay, 
*'  The  glory  followed  by  decay. 

"  Till  urg'd  by  Time's  resistless  date, 
'*  Nobly  she  braves  her  destinM  fate, 
**  And  conscious  of  th*  approaching  doom, 
*<  Burst  forth  impatient  into  bloom, 
**  Whik»  rich  from  all  the  nerving  stems, 
**  Prafttsely  shoot  the  golden  gems ; 
**  Then  iading  midst  admiring  eyes, 
**  The  vegetable  marttk  dies ! 

**  But  flowering  thus,  at  tht  command, 
*<  Unchaug'd  her  inish'd  fonn  shall  stand; 
**  And  glorying  in  perenniai  Ooorn, 
**  Shall  imiU  tkro"  aga  yet  to  com€.** 


MAJOR  GENERAL  IRA  ALLEN, 

OP    VERMONT. 

THE  singular  atid  extraordinary  man,  tbe  particu<> 

Ins  of  whose  life  we  are  about  to  detail,  is  a  native 
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of  the  American  woods,  and  bis  history  is  in  some 
measure  connected  with  the  American  revolution. 
He  was  born  in  the  town  of  Cornwall^  in  the  county 
of  Litchfield,  and  state  of  Connecticut,  about  the  year 
1752^  and  appears  early  in  life  to  have  been  actuated 
by  the  adventurous  spirit  of  many  of  bis  countrymen, 
who  not  finding  sufficient  room  for  their  exertions  in 
the  old  settlements  on  the  borders  of  the  Atlantic, 
penetrated  through  forests  and  across  mountains, in  the 
ardour  of  enterprize,  and  subjected  the  unclaimed  and 
uncultivated  desert  to  the  purposes  of  their  ambition. 

At  length,  however,  the  adjacent  colonies  began 
to  form  a  just  notion  of  the  growing  importance  of 
these  remote  inhabitants  of  the  forest,  and  the  respec- 
tive governors  and  legislatures  actually  granted  the 
sametenltories  to  different  individuals.  Hence,  long 
anterior  to  the  hostilities  which  terminated  in  the  in- 
depi^ndence  of  North  America,  distentions  prevailed 
in  many  parts  of  the  back  settlements;  and  to  such  a 
pitch  were  these  carried  at  length,  on  the  banks  of 
Lake  Champlain,  about  the  year  1770,  that  something 
bordering  on  a  civil  war  actually  ensued. 

These  disputes  chiefly  originated  in  the  opposite 
pretensions  of  two  rival  parties,  one  claiming  under 
grants  from  the  governor  of  New  Hampshire ;  the 
other  pretending  to  have  a  superior  right  in  the  same 
property,  in  consequence  of  similar  grants  froiti  the 
governor  of  N  ew  York. 

At  length  the  New  Hampshire  people,  who  were 
settled  on  the  territory  in  question,  actually  took 
arms,  elected  Ethan  Allen  (an  elder  brother  of  Ira) 

their 
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their  colonel,  and  many  depredations  were  committed 
on  both  sides,  which  sufficiently  evinced  the  tem- 
porary suspension  of  legal  authority,  and  the  preva- 
lence of  superior  strength. 

At  this  early  period,  Mr.  Ira  Allen,  who  was  then 
very  young,  was  appointed  a  lieutenant  under  G)lonel 
£than  Allen,  who  beaded  the  defenders  of  the  New 
Hampshire  titles  ;  and  he  appears  to  have  been 
an  active  partizan  in  the  cause  wherein  he  en- 
gaged. 

From  this  time  until  the  battle  of  Bunker*S'-hill,  he 
employed  himself*  chiefly  in  exploring  the  country 
bordering  upon  Lake  Champlain  ;  in  making  settle- 
ments there;  in  defending  the  New  Hampshire  titles, 
and  in  acquiring  a  considerable  landed  estate,  subject 
of  course  to  the  contingency  of  an  ultimate  decision 
in  favour  of  the  claims  set  up  by  him  and  his  friends. 
Immediately  after  the  skirmish  at  Lexington,  on  the 
1 9th  of  April,  1775,  the  governor  and  council  of  Con- 
necticut dispatched  messengers  to  Colonel  E.  Allen, 
requesting  his  assistance  against  the  British  forts  and 
garrisons  in  that  quarter.  He  accordingly  accompa- 
nied Colonel  (afterv^ards  General)  Arnold  in  this  en-, 
terprize,  and  they  actually  surprized  and  took  the 
garrisons  of  Ticonderoga,  Crown  Point,  St.  John's,  a 
sloop  of  war  of  l6  guns,  about  eighty  prisoners,  near 
three  hundred  pieces  of  cannon,  shpt,  shells,  &c. 
Lieutenant  Ira  Allen,  who  was  also  employed  on  this 
service,  afterwards  conveyed  Brook  Watson,  then 
Commis^ry-general,  down  Lake  Champlain  with  a 
flag  of  truce. 

Q  2  On 
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On  the  declaration  of  independence^  wtnch  Qm* 
gress  announced  on  the  4th  of  July  1776,  the  country 
tfhich  now  forms  the  state  of  Vermont  called  a  con- 
yention  on  the  part  of  that  district^  for  the  establish- 
ment of  its  interna!  jurisprudence  ;  and  on  this  occa- 
sion Mr.  Ira  Allen  was  not  only  elected  one  of  the 
representatives  of  the  people,  but  also  nominated 
member  of  a  select  committee,  appointed  to  visit  and 
explain  to  certain  counties  the  nature  of  the  levolu** 
tion,  both  as  it  respected  the  general  and  particular 
grounds  of  complaint  against  the  mother  country. 

Mr.  Allen  bad  also  a  principal  share  in  a  resolution 
passed  by  the  convention  on  the  1 5th  of  January  1 777, 
which  declared  the  people  of  that  country  a  free  and 
independent  jurisdiction,  by  the  name  of"  New  Con- 
necticut ;  and  appointed  the  ensuing  convention  for 
the  establishment  of  a  bill  of  rights  and  a  new  model 
of  government.  The  bill  of  rights  was  transmitted 
to  congress  by  commissioners ;  and  9n  their  return, 
Mn  Ira  Allen  published  a  pamphlet  in  support  of  the 
independence  thus  assumed. 

Mr«  Allen  was  next  nominated  a  member  of  a 
committee  of  safety  appointed  to  confer  with  the 
commanding  officer  of  Ticonderoga,  concerning  mea- 
sures of  public  defence.  During  this  conference 
General  Burgoyne  made  his  appearance  on  Lake 
Champlain,  and  General  Poor,  who  commanded  in 
that  quarter,  refused  them  any  other  military  assist- 
ance than  the  permission  for  Colonel  Warner  to  raise 
a  body  of  volunteers.  Ticonderoga  was  of  coarse 
speedily  evacuated,  and  the  situation  of  Mr.  Allen  and 
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adherents  began  to  assume  a  serious  aspect,  tbey 
being  placed  as  it  were  between  two  fires,  General 
Burgoyne  on  the  one  -side,  and  the  New  Yorkers  on 
the  other. 

Mr.  Allen,  however,  suggested  and  carried  into 
€€k£i  a  plan  for  the  support  of  a  regiment,  by  the 
confiscation  and  sale  of  the  tstates  of  disafiected  per*- 
6ons.  This  regiment,  together  with  that  of  Colonel 
Warner,  chiefly  at  the  instigation  of  Mr.  Allen,  placed 
themselves  under  the  command  of  General  Starke, 
from  New  Hampshire ;  and  the  individuals  compo&- 
ing  both  unanimously  refused  obedience  to  the  orders 
of  General  Schuyler,  then  at  the  head  of  the  troops 
of  New  York.  These  were  the  men  who  afterwards 
fought  the  battle  of  Bennington  against  Colonels 
Baum  and  Skene,  in  December  1777,  Mr.  Alien 
seems  to  have  had  a  principal  share  in  forming  th^ 
constitution  of  Vermont,  which  was  printed  and  dis- 
tributed under  his  superintendance,  antecedent  to  a 
general  election^  on  the  12th  of  Manch  1778.  Im- 
mediately after  the  election  the  first  general  assembly 
was  held  at  Windsor,  on  which  occasion  Mr.  Jra  Allen 
was  apfx>inted  a  member  of  the  executive  council, 
and  treasures-  of  the  state. 

Not  long  after  this  period^  the  legidature  of  Ver^- 
mont  nommated  him  surveyor-general  of  the  state 
lands.  He  was  also  sent  by  them,  in  quality  pf  911 
agent,  to  ai^st  certain  misunderstandings  respecting 
jurisdiction,&c.with  the  general  court  of  New  Hamp* 
shire,  on  which  occasbn  he  conducted  hiipself  to  the 
entire  satisfaction  of  both  parties* 

Q3  Soon 
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Soon  after  this  Mr.  Allen  was  appointed  a  colonel 
in  the  militia  of  Vermont ;  and  the  claims  of  three 
"difFerent  states  to  the  territories  of  Vermont,  viz.  New 
York,  New  Hampshire,  and  Massachusetts  hav- 
ing given  rise  to  considerable  dissensions  among  the 
people,  JEthan  and  Ira  Allen  deemed  it  expedient,  on 
two  several  occasions,  to  take  the  colonels  of  New 
York  and  their  militia  prisoners ;  they,  however, 
were  at  length  released,  on  their  acknowledging  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  courts  of  Vermont  and  the  paying 
of  a  small  fine. 

Dr.  Witherspoon,  Mr.  Atley  and  others,  were  at 
length  appointed  commissioners  on  the  part  of  con- 
gress to  visit  the  country  of  Vermont,  and  to  col- 
lect information  concerning  the  discordant  claims  of 
territorial  jurisdiction.  On-  their  report  a  number  of 
recommendatory  resolutions  were  passed  by  the  le- 
gislature, with  a  design  to  reconcile  the  contending 
parties  to  their  ultimate  decision. 

The  legislature  of  Vermont  continued,  neverthe- 
less, to  exercise  a  sovereign  jurisdiction  ;  to  sell  the 
confiscated,  to  grant  the  vacant  lands,  and  to  report 
their  proceedings  regularly  to  congress. 

At  the  sitting  of  the  legislature  of  Vermont,  in 
October  1779,  Colonel  Ira  Allen  was  appointed  a 
commissioner  to  discover  the  disposition  of  the  re- 
spective states  south  of  New  York,  towards  the  inde- 
pendence of  the  state  of  Vermont;  with  instructions 
to  urge  the  consequence  which  that  new  state  had 
acquired  in  the  war,  and  their  "  natural  and  divine^ 
right  to  form  a  government  for  themselves. 

The  governor  and  council  of  Vermont,  although 

they 
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tliey  nowofFereid  to  account  to  congress  for  the  amount 
of  the  confiscated  lands,  and  also  to  contribute  their 
quota  towards  the  expences  of  the  w^Vy  provided  they 
obtained  a  recognition  of  their  independence  in  retttm^  yet 
they  were  unable  to  obtain  any  favourable  decision 
from  that  body. '  On  this  they  published  an  "  Appeal 
to  the  World/'  supposed  to  be  drawn  up  by  their 
treasurer,  and  congress  having  voted  certain  resolu* 
tions  hostile  to  their  pretensions,  in  the  spring  of 
1780,  these  resolutions  were  immediately  followed 
by  a  very  spirited  remonstrance  on  the  part  of  the  in- 
fant state,  accompanied  by  a  conditional  threat  to 
'Suspend  hostilities  against  Great  Britain. 

In  x\pril  1781,  Colonel  Ira  Allen  was  appointed  by 
the  governor  and  council  of  Vermont  to  settle  a  cartel, 
and  a4so  to  agree  to  an  armistice  with  the  British  troops 
in  Canada;  and  he  accordingly  proceeded  thither 
with  full  powers,  accompanied  only  by  a  subaltern  of- 
ficer, two  Serjeants,  and  twelve  privates.  He  was  met 
by  commissioners  from  the  British  commander  in 
cbief  at  Isle  aux  Noix;  and  the  terms  of  an  armistice 
and  exchange  were  there  settled,  secretly  and  verbally ^ 
for  the  whole  territory  of  Vermont. 

The  articles  respecting  the  exchange  of  prisoners 
were  laid  before  the  legislature  by  Colonel  Allen,  ia 
consequence  of  a  reference  to  him  by  the  governor 
on  Qpeping  the  business  of  the  session;  but  the  busi^- 
ness  of  the  armistice  was  kept  carefully  concealed  by 
the  council.  A  secret  correspondence  was  afterwards 
carried  on  between  the  British  commander  in  Canada^ 
mtd  Colopels  Ethan  and  Ira  AUep  in  Vermont. 

Q4  Id 


232  GSHBRAL  ALLBir. 

In  June  1781,  G>Ione1  Ira  Allen  and  several  of  the 
commissioners  were  again  appointed  to  wait  on  con- 
gress At  this  juncture,  an  intercepted  letter  fixmi 
Lord  George  Germain  to  Sir  Henry  Clinton  bad  so 
Inarmed  this  body, .  with  the  dread  of  a  schism  on  the 
part  of  Vermont,  that  more  respect  was  now  paid  to 
the  delegates  from  that  country ;  and,  on  the  7th  of 
August  1761,  the  legislature  passed  resolutions  of  a 
favourable  nature,  appointed  a  committee  to  confer 
li^th  the  delegates,  and  finally  proposed  the  admission 
of  Vermont  into  the  union  as  an  independent  state. 

Notwithstanding  this,  Colonel  Allen,  in  conjunc* 
tion  with  a  Major  Fay,  met  the  British  commissioners 
at  Skeensborough,  for  the  purpose  of  exchanging  pri- 
aomers ;  and  they  took  care  to  furnish  them  with  xo* 
pies  of  the  interrogatories  made  on  the  part  of  the 
committee  of  congress. 

The  plan  o(f  government  for  the  people  of  Vermont, 
which  had  .been  lately  acknowledged  as  a  sovereign 
state  by  the  American  Congress,  was  now  modelled  into 
that  of  a  British  cokMiy:  itwiis  also  settled  at  this  inter* 
view,  that  bis  Majesty  should  appoint  one  of  the  citi* 
^ens  of  that  country  governor,  but  that  the  lieutenant- 
governor  and  the  legislature  should  be  thosen  by  the 
peofde.  Tbe  organizatioti  of  a  military  force  was 
strenuously  insisted  on  by  the  Britisb  commissioners; 
4iut  Colonel  Allen  found  means  to  parry  this  proposi* 
tion,  and  even  to  reaaon  them  out  of  it»  He  was 
obliged,  however,  notwithstanding  his  reluctance,  to 
consent  that  a  military  force  should  come  up  the  lake 
in  October,  for  tbe  purpose  of  distribating  proclama* 
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tions  annoonciog  Vermont  a  Brisish  colony^  (provided 
however  that  the  people  were  perfectly  disposed  to  i/) 
and  after  agreeing  to  these  terms  the  parties  sepa^ 
rated. 

The  legislature  of  Vermont  having  aseembled  in 
October,  the  armistice  with  the  British  was  concealed, 
and  the  usual  appearances  kept  up  by  amal!  parties  of 
obacrvation.     One  of  these,  however,  who  were  not 
in  the  secret  of  the  armi&tice,  happened  to  attack  an 
outrpoft  belonging  to  the  English,  and  lost  their  ser* 
jeant.    This  affair  produced  some  confusion ;  but 
Colonel  Allen  contrived  to  continue  his  correspon- 
dence and  connexion  with  the  British  commissionen* 
In  the  mean  time,  the  legislature  of  Vermont  re- 
fused its  assent  to  the  late  resolutions  of  congress,  and 
insisted  on  unconditional  admission  into  the  union^ 
as  a  sovereign  people,  leaving  all  other  disputes  to  a 
subsequent  adjustment.    They  also  passed  laws,  and 
appointed  commissioners  to  negociate  concerning 
their  differences,  and  settle  their  boundaries  with  the 
adjacent  states.     But  these  measures  do  not  appear  to 
have  produced  any  salutary  effect;  for  the  recent  sur* 
render  of  Lord  Cornwaliis*s  army  had  left  the  states 
of  New  Hampshire  and  New  York  at  leisure  to  en- 
force their  respective  claims.     The  militia  of  New 
York,  under  General  Ganesvoort,  was  accordingly 
inarched  into  the  western  parts  of  Vermont,  where 
they  encamped :  the  people  of  that  country,  under  the 
command  of  Cdonel  Abbot,  took  the  field  likewise, 
but  they  did  not  commence  hostilities..    The  militia 
of  New  Hampshire  were  #lso  said  to  be  in  motion. 

In 
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In  this  state  of  affairs.  Colonel  Allen  was  dispatch* 
ed  to  Governor  Chittenden  j  in  order  to  obtain  his  me-* 
diation  between  the  contending  parties.  Having  vi- 
sited both  encampments,  and  exhorted  both  to  for- 
bearance, be  returned  home  immediately,  and  recom- 
mended that  a  superior  force  to  that  of  New  York 
should  be  sent  to  the  assistance  of  the  people  of  Ver- 
mont. This  was  accordingly  effected, under  the  com- 
ipand  of  a  Colonel  Walbridge;  and  after  several  letterg 
had  passed  between  this  officer  and  General  Ganes- 
voortj'the  latter  prudently  retired  without  bloodshed. 

Governor  Chittenden  having  written  to  General 
Washington  on  the  subject  of  the  independence  of 
Vermont,  received  an  answer  from  him,  decidedly  in 
favour  of  the  sovereignty  of  that  state,  dated  the  Ist 
of  January,  1782.  Shortly  after  this,  a  party  of  loyal 
recruits,  raised  in  Vermont, were  taken  with  their  offi- 
cer by  a  body  of  the  American  adherents ;  but  by  the 
address  of  Colonel  Allen,  and  according  to  the  terms 
of  his  secret  annisticey  the  lives  of  these  men  appear 
to  have  been  saved ;  and  they  were  exchanged  for 
double  their  number  of  prisoni^rs  in  Canada.  From 
that  time  to  the  treaty  of  peace,  in  1783,  congress 
scera  to  have  been  counteracting  their  own  reso- 
lutions in  respect  to  Vermont ;  while  Colonel  Allen 
appears  to  have  managed  matters  on  both  sides,  and 
to  have  oarricd  on  a  secret  and'  confidential  inter- 
course with  General  Haldimand  in  Canada. 

Immediately  after  the  peace  of  1783,  the  govemor 
and  council  of  Vermont  appointed  Colonel  Ira  Allen 
their  coinrnissioner,  to  concert  measures  with  the 
,  ■  legislature 
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legislature  of  Canada  for  opening  a  free  trade  with 
I>ake  Cbamplain ;  and  he  seems  also  to  have  had  se- 
cret instructions  to  sound  the  conditions  and  terms  on 
which  Vermont  might  be  ultimately  received  as  a  Bri- 
tish colony,  notwithstanding  the  late  treaty  had  ac- 
knowledged and  recognized  it  as  a  part  of  the  federal 
union.  At  length,  however,  the  state  of  New  York 
having  passed  conciliatory  laws,  the  people  of  Vermont 
did  the  same  on  their  part,  and  paid  to  that  state  a 
compensation  of  thirty  thousand  dollars  for  the  ex- 
tinction of  her  claims  ;  and  a  convention  of  Vermont 
having  now  decided  the  general  disposition  of  the 
people  to  be  in  favour  of  their  remaining  an  indepen- 
dent state,  rather  than  becoming  a  British  colony, 
they  elected  representatives,  and  were  formally  re- 
ceived into  the  congress  of  the  united  states,  in  1791. 

In  the  course  of  the  same  year  Mr.  Allen  obtained 
an  act  of  the  legislature  for  the  establishment  of  an 
university  at  Burlington,  on  Lake  Champkin,  pur- 
suant to  his  memorial  of  17B9;  and  to  this  institu- 
tion he  then  became  the  donor  of  lands,  which  have 
been  since  valued  at  four  thousand  pounds  sterling- 
Soon  after  this,  he  rose  to  the  rank  of  eldest  major- 
general  in  Vermont. 

After  various  negotiations  in  Canada  for  the  ac- 
commodation of  the  commerce  of  Vermont  through 
the  St.  Lawrence,  and  for  cutting  a  canal  from 
the  river  leading  into  Lake  Champlain  to  join  the 
river  St.  Lawrence  near  Montreal,  at  his  own  ex- 
pence  and  risk,  General  Allen  set  out  on  a  voyage 
^  England  in   1795,   for  the  ayowed  purpose  of 

establishing 
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establishing  a  commercial  correspondence,  purcbas* 
ing  arms  for  the  militia  of  Vermont,  and  negotiating 
for  his  Majesty's  permission  to  cut  the  above-men- 
tioned canal.  So  far  as .  we  are  furnished  with  do- 
cuments, it  does  not  appear  that  bis  applications  con« 
ceming  the  navigation  of  Vermont  have  been  attend- 
ed with  success. 

In  the  prosecution  of  that  part  of  his  mission  which 
relates  to  the  military  interests  of  Vermont,  and  which 
has  made  a  considerable  noise  in  the  English  courts 
of  admiralty,  he  set  out  from  London  on  the  ^th 
of  May,  1 796,in  search  of  arms.  Having  understood^ 
as  he  says,  that  he  could  not  export  them  from  Eng- 
land without  an  order  of  the  King  in  council,  he  pro« 
ceeded  to  the  continent,  where  he  purchased  of  the 
French  republic,  through  their  agent  the  minister  of 
war,  twenty  thousand  muskets,  bayonets,  &c.  twenty- 
four  brass  cannons,  4-pounders,  six  gun  carriages,  and 
six  ammunition  waggons.  He  accordingly  shipped 
on  board  the  Olive  Branchy  William  Bryant,  master, 
at  Ostend,  14,730  muskets,  14,730  bayonets,  IO91 
scabbards  for  bayonets,  a  I  French  brass  field-pieces, 
4-pounders,  three  travelling  carriages  for  ditto,  12 
fpunges  for  field-pieces,  three  wadhooks  for  ditto,  six 
ammunition  boxes  for  ditto,  18  handspikes  for  ditto, 
three  elevating  screws,  12  wood  master- bars,  with 
one  pair  of  swingle^trees  to  each,  for  horses  to  draw 
the  carriages,  and  two  pair  of  separate  swingle-trees. 

On  the  iQtb  of  November  1 796,  in  the  course  of 
his  voyage  to  New  York,  being  about  sixty  leagues 
to  the  westward  of  Scilly,  he  was  captured  by  bis  Ma-> 
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jesty*s  ship  Audacious^  Davidge  Grould,  commander^ 
and  brought  into  Portsmouth.  After  a  tedious  liti- 
gation, in  the  court  ofadmiralty  of  Great  Britain^  the 
cause  was  carried  before  thq  Lords  Commissioners  of 
appeals,  where  it  is  understood  to  be  still  depending. 

This  event  has  been  attended  with  the  most  disas- 
trous consequences  to  General  Allen;  as  it  has  de* 
ranged  his  private  concerns,  prevented  all  attention 
to  his  commercial  pursuits,  and  subjected  him  more 
than  once  to  be  shut  up  in  a  spunging- house. 

It  having  been  insinuated  in  the  course  of  the  legal 
proceedings  that  General  Allen  had  not  the  concur- 
rence of  Governor  Chittenden,  in  this  undertaking, 
as  had  been  ailcrted,  a  cloud  of  suspicion  was  in  con* 
sequence  thrown  on  this  extraordinary  purchase, 
and  be  determined  to  go  to  France  for  the  testtmo- 
flies  required  ;  and  having  procured  passports  to  this 
end  fit)m  the  alien  office,  he  went  from  London  to 
Paris  about  the  month  of  June  17  98,  where,  we  under- 
stand, he  has  until  very  lately  been  imprisoned. 

General  Allen  is  not  yet  fifty  vears  of  age ;  he  is  a 
married  man,  and  has  several  children.  In  point  of 
stature  he  is  below  the  middle  size,  and  his  person 
and  address  are  both  prepossessing.  He  has  habitually 
acquired  a  command  over  his  passions  ;  is  cheerful, 
good  tempered  and  benevolent;  but  somewhat  posi« 
tive  in  his  opinions,  which  has,  however,  given  an  air 
of  firmness  to  all  his  public  measures. 

During  the  course  of  the  trial  alluded  to.  Ge- 
neral Allen  printed  the  whole  proceedings,  as  taken 
down  by  a  short«hand  writer ;  and  be  has  also  pub- 
lished 
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lisbed  the  History  of  the  State  of  Vermont,  wbicli^ 
according  to  hi$  account,  contained  the  progressive 
population,  in  fighting  men,  annexed  to  the  respective 
periods,  as  follows,  viz. 

In  1781,  they  were  estimated  at    7,000» 

179^       —       —       —  18,500. 

^798,  —  —  — near  30,000. 
Yet  it  is  but  a  few  years  back  that  the  whole  coun-^ 
try  was  a  wilderness,  overgrown  with  wood^  the  re- 
ceptacle of  wild  beasts,  and  unimpressed  by  the  foot- 
steps of  man  !  Mr.  Ira  Allen,  who  had  shared  in  all 
its  infant  struggles,  has  lived  to  see  Vermont  attain 
an  unexampled  degree  of  prosperity,  and  after  atchiev- 
ing  its  independence,  has  beheld  it  become  an  ina- 
portant  state  in  the  American  union;  while  he  him- 
self, by  a  cruel  reverse  of  fortune,  equally  sudden  and 
unexpected,  after  endowing  an  university,  and  acting 
as  a  legislator  and  a  general,  has  been  subjected  ia 
one  foreign  country  to  all  the  rigours  of  imprisonment, 
and  in  another  to  all  the  miseries  attendant  on  coa- 
fiscation. 

THOMAS  JONES,  M.  A. 

SENIOR  TUTOR  OP  TRINITY  COLLEGE,  CAMBRIDGE. 

THE  subject  of  this-  memoir,  though  he  has  not 
appeared  before  the  world  as  a  writer,  may  justly  be 
ranked  among  the  public  characters  of  the  time.  The 
distinguished  reputation  with  which  he  has  discharg«» 
ed,  during  many  years,  the  duties  of  one  of  the  most 

important 
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important  offices  in  the  university  of  Cambridge;  h&9 
diffused  his  name  through  ,tbe  wide  circle  of  those. 
who  are  connected  with  that  university,,  and  must 
render  some  account  of  his  h'fe  interesting  to  the  ge-^ 
neral.  body  of  readers. 

Mr.  Jones  is  a  native  of  North  Wales.  Ija  1 774f 
he  became  a  student  of  St.  John's  CoUege^  Cambridge* 
In  that  society  he  remained  a  year  and  then  removed 
to  Trinity,  being  obliged  to  this  stpp  by  the  confined 
nature  of  the  Johnian  foundation,  whibh  excluded 
him  from  the  prospect  of  a  fellowship. 

He  was  obliged  on  his  removal  to  Trinity  to  de- 
grade, that  is,  to  surrender  his  seniority  and  rank 
among  those  of  the  next  lower  year,  the  statutes  or 
regulations  of  the  college  requiring  that  those  who 
are  elected  fellows  shall  have  resided  in  it  during  the 
usual  period  of  the  under-graduateship.    This  cir- 
cumstance was  probably  not  very  disagreeable  to  Mr. 
Jones ;  the  delay  only  detained  him  in  studies  which 
were  perfectly  congenial  to  his  taste.     The  mathe- 
matical sciences,  which  must  absorb  the  attention  of 
ail  who  are  ambitious  of  Cambridge  honours,  were 
cultivated  by  him  with  the  ardour  which  is  inspired 
by  the  ready  perception  of  their  beauties.     He  was 
senior  wrangler  of  the  year  1779»  with  extraordinary 
reputation :  the  second  wrangler  of  the  same  year 
was  the  Rev.  Herbert  Marsh,  whose  "  Translation  of 
Michaelis,"  and  "  Politics  of  Great  Britain,'*  rank 
him  in  the   first  class  of  theologians   and   politi- 
cians. 

Mr.  Jones  has  always  confessed  the  advantages 
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which  he  derived  from  his  short  residence  at  St 
John's.  At  the  time  of  his  admission  it  enjoyed  m 
degree  of  reputation  which  no  otfier  college  in  Cam- 
bridge  ever  attained.  The  greater  part  of  the  unk* 
versity  honours  were  engrossed  by  its  members,  and 
it  did  not  suffer  from  the  competition  of  its  great 
rival  Trinity,  which  has  in  later  times  been  at  least 
equal  to  it  in  reputation,  and  *  superior  to  it  in 
numbers.  The  exertions  of  Dr.  Powel,  who  was  in 
1765  elected  master  of  the  college,  principally  con- 
tributed to  place  it  in  these  flourishing  circumstances. 
Dr.  Powel  was  one  of  those  whom  nature  seems  to 
have  intended  for  stations  of  eminence  and  authority. 
With  the  love  of  power  he  joined  all  the  qualities 
which  render  a  man  able  and  worthy  to  exercise  it. 
His  active  and  ambitious  mind  was  always  pushing 
forward  to  some  object,  and  opposition  to  his  schemes 
was  invariably  defeated  by  the  skill  with  which  they 
were  planned,  and  the  vigour  with  which  they  were 
executed.  If  to  the  strength  and  artfulness  of  his 
character  he  had  added  more  pliability,  if  he  had  been 
able  to  repress  that  haughty  consciousness  of  superi* 
ority  which  appeared  in  all  his  conduct,  he  might 
have  maintained  his  objects  without  the  difficulties 
and  opposition  with  which  he  was  perpetually  em- 
harassed.  He  was  elected  to  the  mastership  by  a  very 
small  majority;  many  who  revered  bis  abilities  dread- 
ing the  consequences  of  entrusting  power  to  such  a 
proud  and  arbitrary  dispontion.    When  he  began  to 
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govern  the  college^  be  found  it  torn  by  divisions^  and 
suffering  under  all  the  evils  which  must  inevitably 
rise  from  them,  in  a  body  whose  views  should  be  di* 
rected  with  unanimity  to  the  single  point  of  encourage 
ing  learning  and  merit.  His  honourable  ambition 
was  not  contented  with  remedying  the  abuses  which 
prevailed,  he  formed  and  executed  the  design  of  build* 
ing  the  reputation  of  the  society  to  a  height  it  had 
never  before  reached,  and  of  attracting  to  it,  from  every 
part  of  the  kingdom,  those  students  which  should  be 
most  distinguished  by  their  talents  and  attainipents. 
He  instituted  half-yearly  examinations,  he  established 
prizes,  and  he  supported,  with  an  uniform  ardour  of 
favour,  those  who  co-operated  with  his  endeavours^ 
by  doing  honour  to  themselves  and  to  the  college. 
His  station,  though  its  duties  were  numerous  and 
important,  afibrded  a  field  too  narrow  both  for  his  abi- 
lities and  desires.  At  one  period  of  his  life  he  enjoy- 
ed a  flattering  prospect  of  being  promoted  to  the  first 
dignities  of  the  church :  he  had  been  private  tutor  to 
Charles  Townshend,  when  he  studied  at  Cambridge^ 
and,  when  that  political  meteor  was  made  Prime- 
minister,  Mr.  Jones  was  taught  to  expect  the  first  great 
preferments  which  should  be  at  the  disposal  of  the 
Crown.     His  hopes  were  blasted  in  their  full  blossom 

« 

by  the  sudden  death  of  his  pupil,  who  died  master 
of  St.  John's  College,  in  1 774.  To  the  public  he  is 
principally  known  by  his  sermons,  which  display  ex- 
traordinary vigour  of  thought  and  elegance  of  com- 
position, and  entitle  him  to  a  distinguished  place 
among  the  greatest  £nglish  preachers. 
The  distinction  with  which  Mr.  Jones  had  ap- 
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peared  in  the  senate-house  cxaminalion,  rendered 
lis  progress  to  a  fellowship  easy  and  certain.  Soon 
after  his  election,  Mr.  Crank,  the  tutor  of  the  college, 
appointed  him  his  mathematical  lecturer.  In  this 
public  and  important  situation,  he  enjoyed  all  the 
opportunities  that  he  desired  of  extending  his  repu- 
tation. The  lecturer  of  a  great  college,  such  as  Tri- 
nity, is  surrounded  by  a  numerous  attendance  of  pu- 
pils, some  of  whom,  in  general,  are  of  distinguished 
abilities,  and  feels  his  exertions  called  forth  by  the 
powerful  motives  which  such  circumstances  afibrd. 
The  lectures  of  Mr.  Jones  are  not  dry  and  literal  re- 
petitions of  what  mere  reading  will  supply :  he  has 
considered  the  subjects  on  which  he  discourses  in  their 
first  principles  and  their  detail,  and  presents  them  in 
the  view  which  he  has  thus  obtained  of  them :  he  does 
not  therefore  convey  the  imperfect  information  which 
is  derived  from  those  who  have  attempted  nothing 
more  than  to  enter  into  the  sense  of  an  author,  but 
instructs  with  all  the  advantages  of  one  who  delivers 
his  own  conceptions.  The  most  interesting  problems 
in  philosophy  and  analytics  have  been  reviewed  by 
him,  and  those  which  appear  to  have  been  defectively 
treated,  are  demonstrated  to  his  pupils  on  new 
grounds.  The  Principia  of  Newton,  astronomy,  op- 
tics and  fluxions,  are  the  principal  subjects  of  his 
mathematical  lectures.  His  system  of  fluxions  has 
always  been  considered  as  particularly  valuable.  The 
extent  and  importance  of  that  branch  of  science,  and 
the  repeated  attacks  with  which  it  has  been  assailed, 
strongly  recommend  it  to  the  attention  both  of  a 
mathematician  and  a  lecturer.    Mr,  Jones  professed 


to  .have  been  guided  hy  the.  light  vvhioh  the  celebrated 
treatise  on  flaxionshy  Maclauria  affords ;  but  tho 
manner  in  which  he  has  established  the  evidence,  and 
applied  the  principles  of  the  calculus^  is  equally  dis-y 
tinguished  by  its  novelty  and  its  elegance^  and  disiplaya 
the  happiest  mathematical  genius. 

Mr.  Jones  was,  in  the  years  17&6and  ]787>  senior 
moderator  of  the  university.  This  office  is  of  very 
great  importance,  as.  the  senate- house  examination 
and  the  exercises  in  the  schools  are  totally  under  the 
direction  of  the  two  moderators  of  the  current  and 
preceding  years.  It  is  generally  filled  by  junior 
masters  of  arts,  who  are  willing  to  incur  the  fatigue 
by  which  it  is  accompanied,  for  the  reputation  which 
rewards  the  able  discharge  of  its  duties.  In  the 
capacity  of  examiner,  Mr.  Jones  had  the  happiness  of 
being  principally  instrumental  in  introducing  Dr« 
Paley's '*  Principles  T>f  Moral  and  Political  Philoso- 
phy'' into  the  examination.  This  was  a  regulatbn 
of  very  great  consequence.  It  was  not  indeed  tho 
first  introduction  of  moral  philosophy  into  the  exami-* 
nation,  but  by  restricting  the  questions  to  Dr.  Paley'a 
*^  {principles,"  it  directed  the  attention  of  the  students 
to  that  admirable  work,  which,  always  employed  on 
points  of  real  importance,  and  by  a  wonderful  perspi- 
cuity of  reasoning  familiarizing  the  most  subtile  in- 
quiries to  the  most  unexercised  minds,  is  more  cal- 
culated to  furnish  inibrmation  on  the  momentous 
subject  of  morals,  to  academic  readers,  than  any  trea- 
tise which  has  been  produced  either  by  anci^t  or 
f&odem  philosophers. 

On  tb^  FC'iigAation  of  Mr.  Cranky  Mr.  Jonea  was 
I     .  R  2        *  appointed 


it  * 


144  MR.  JOMCs; 

appointed  one  of  the  two  tutors  of  Trinity.  Tbb 
ofEce,  equally  honourable  and  lucrative,  he  has  adoni'- 
cd  fifteen  years.  Within  this  period  Trinity  has  over- 
flowed with  an  extraordinary  number  of  students ; 
and  in  the  year  1793  scarcely  more  than  one  half  of 
the  under-graduates  could  be  received  within  the 
walls  of  the  college.  The  full  effect  has  been  given 
to  the  liberality  of  this  noble  foundation,  which  in  the 
candidates  for  its  benefits  acknowledges  no  other 
claim  than  merit,  and  no  other  incapacity  than  the 
want  of  it.  With  this  attraction  the  refutation  of  the 
tutors  has  co-operated ;  and  as  great  emoluments  flow 
from  their  pupils,  and  the  superior  reputation  of  Mr. 
Jones  has  been  always  attended  by  superiority  in  the 
number  of  his  pupils,  he  must  necessarily,  under  such 
circumstances,  have  accumulated  a  very  considerable 
fortune. 

The  opinions  of  Mr.  Jones  on  the  constitution  of 
our  Church  and  State  have  been  the  subject  of  much 
conversation  both  in  and  out  of  the  university,  and 
have  been  by  some  greatly  misconceived  and  misre- 
presented. It  has  been  asserted  that  he  is  one  of  the 
supports  of  the  remains  of  that  school,  which  the  ex- 
ample, the  character  and  the  exertions  of  Dr.  John 
Jebb  established  thirty  years  ago  in  the  univerdty, 
but  without  foundation.  Dr.  Jebb  was  a  professed 
Socinian,  and  as  a  proof  and  consequence  of  his  faith 
resigned  his  prefermentB :  Mr.  Jones  has  never  de- 
clared  himself  the  advocate  of  that,  or  any  other 
heresy,  and  it  is  expected  by  his  friends  that  he  will 
retire  from  the  tutorship  to  a  college  living.  In  tbeie 
politicai  speculations^  it  is  probable  that  they  approach 
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nearer  to  each  other.  Dr.  Jebb,  while  he  recommend* 
ed  reform^  regarded  the  foundations  of  the  government 
as  sacred,  and  Mr.  Jones  is  considered^  by  those  who 
have  the  best  opportunities  of  judging,  a  follower  of 
the  old  wbigs,  as  much  in  their  attachment  to  the 
principles  of  the  constitution  as  in  their  ardour  for 
civil  and  religious  liberty. 

To  his  political  persuasions  he  has  undoubtedly 
sacrificed  the  *  mastership  of  Trinity.  It  was  vacant 
in  1798  by  the  death  of  Dr.  Postlcthwaite ;  and  his 
character^  bis  abilities,  bis  eminent  services  as  tutor, 
every  circumstance  but  that  of  bis  decided  opposition^ 
to  the  measures  of  government,  directed  the  Crown^ 
which  nominates  the  master,  to  Mr.  Jones  as  the 
proper  person  to  be  appointed. 

The  estimate  of  Mr.  Jones's  literary  character  is 
not  to  be  formed  from  his  knowledge  of  mathematics 
alooe.  The  lectures  which  he  occasionally  delivers 
on  moral  and  metaphysical  subjects,  discover  that  he 
has  extended  to  them  the  same  depth  and  ingenuity 
of  research  which  distinguish  his  mathematical  in- 
quiries ;  and  he  has  always  maintained  the  character 
of  an  elegant  as  well  as  of  a  profound  scholar.  The 
attractions  of  his  conversation  do  not  arise  more  from 
the  variety  of  bis  knowledge  and  the  happiness  of  bis 
humour^  than  from  the  mildness,  the  candour,  and 
the  benevolence  of  his  manner.  His  private  character 
is  in  the  highest  degree  respectable  and  amiable,  and 
the  best  evidence  of  it  is  to  be  found  in  the  universal 
esteem  and  affection  of  the  numerous  individuals 
with  whom  his  public  situation  has  in  a  long  series  of 
years  connected  him. 

*  Worth  i30ol«  per  snAttm* 
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DR.  TROTTER, 

• . . .    .    . 

PHYSICIAN  TO  THS  ?^EET. 

« 

IT  has  been  frcqiicntly  observed,  that  the  KVes  m 

» 

literary  men  arc  enlivened  by  few  intiSents,  and  there* 
fore  seldom  afford  any  great  scope  for  btdgraphicd) 
remark;  for  variety  of  action  is  not  to  be  expected  in 
the  closet,  or  in  the  privacy  of  study:  a  simple  narrth- 
trve,  therefore,  of  their  writings  and  opinions  is  ill 

• 

that  we  can  hope  to  find  in  their  history.  The  Kvei 
of  medical  authors  more  particularly  exemplify  thi^ 
observation:  as  the  promulgation  of  a  W*  theory  ef 
disease;  that  supplants  its  predecessor,  perhaps  fetttii 
the  most  busy  and  enterprizing  scene  of  a  phjlsteiiitn^i 
labours,  tht  practice  of  the  art  itself  vei*y  tntich 
resembles  the  events  ofordtnfary  life;  and  th^'W^n 
tvho  erirrches  himsdf  by  it,  is  more  frequently  io'^he 
considered  as  the  fashionable  gentleman  than  H.hc( 
intelligent  philosopher.  •      .     >M  >.(:/-.>:.?. 

The  subject  of  the  present  metliorr  fertrfs  an  teiie^ 
tion  to  this  observation  on  the  genefiA  tettor  "of  HfiB 
Kves  ofjiterary  men;  for  Dr.  Trotter  filled^* very 
active  and  conspicuotiis  station  in  the  navid  service 
duringthe  late  war.  -  He  was  nominated  early  hi  tte 
year  1794  physician  to  the  channel  fleet  by  EalA 
Howe;  and  it  may  be  mentioned  as  a  circumstance 
honourable  to  both  parties,  that  the  appototmcnt  was 
conferred  without  any  previous  application  or  penional 
acquaintance  beyond  the  doctor's  professional  repu- 
tation.    That  discerning  officer  was  cautious  whom 
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be  selcQtecI  for  employments  to  which  considerable 
responsibility  was  attached,  and  never  allowed  pre-r 
possession  or  caprice  to  influence  his  public  measures. 
Among  medical  men  in  the  navy,  where  there  iS| 
perhaps,  an  equal  proportion  of  talent  with  the  prO'? 
fession  at  large,  it  was  proper  to  select  as  physician 
one  whose  preparatorjrstudies,  extensive  observation^ 
and  ample  experience,  had  fully  qualified  him  to  dis- 
charge the  difficult  and  important  duties  of  thiif 
office. 

Doctor  Trotter  is  a  native  of  Roxburghshire,  m 
Scotland,*  and  received  his  classical   and  medical 

*  The  family  of  this  gentleman  is  of  great  antiquity  in  Scotland, 
and  the  name  of  Trotter  is  among  the  first  surnames  used  in  that 
country.  According  to  tradition,  their  descent  comes  from  the 
Earl  of  Marr,  and  they  bear  the  boar's  heads  in  their  arms,  as  ca« 
dets  of  that  ancient  house.  A  number  of  the  chief  families  ard 
cflukts  of  the  same  descent,  and  bear  similar  distinctions  in  their 
arms;  such  as  the  Nisbets  of  that  ilk,  and  their  alliances ;  Aber* 
cromby,  of  Birkenbey  ;  Spottiswoode  of  that  ilk ;  Gordons,  of 
Lochinvan,  and  their  cadets,  the  Chisholms,  Drummonds,.$:c« 
The  Trotters  possessed  considerable  property  in  tlieMers,and  the 
Estates  of  Mainside,  Easter  Housebyers,  &c.  in  Roxburghshire  2 
but  following  the  Stuarts  in  the  different  rebellions,  they  fiiared 
the  .same  fate  with  others  who  were  attached  to  that  unfortun^ 
&mily,  and  were  reduced-  to  poverty  and  obscurity* 

JFxom  an  ancient  manuscript  still  legible,  the  name  is  faid  ta 
have  originated  from  the  following  incident :  One  of  the  family 
had  been  entrusted  by  l^is  royal  master  (priov  to  Bruce)  vi^ith 
9ome  important  enabassy ;  he  returned  crowned  with  success,  an4 
much  sooner  than  was  expected,  which  made  the  Kiug  exclaim^ 
at  his  approach,  '*.  Weil  has  he  trotted^  and  Trotter  henceforth  shall 
*'  Ati  name  he.**  It  is  added,  that  he  was-  loaded  with  presents, 
and  received  gif^s  of  many  lairds,  for  executing  this  trust  with  so 
inuch  ability. 

N.  B«  This  note  it  taken  f rum  a  book  on  Hfsraldry ^printed  in  ijQ.Si  , 
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education  at  the  college  of  Edinbirrgh.    In  March 
1782,  when   very   young,   he  was  appointed  sur- 
geon in  the  royal  navy;  and  he   relates,  in  the  in- 
troduction to  his  Observations  on  Scurvy,  that  he 
was  the  first  man  of  his  corps  who  was  obliged  to 
seek  employment  in  the  African  trade.     In  this  voy- 
age he  met  with  a  new  species  of  scurvy,  among  the 
slaves,  which  laid  the  foundation  for  his  treatise  on 
that  disease.     In  1789,  he  was  examined  before  the 
select  committee  of  the  House  of  Commons  on  the 
slave  trade,  and  gave  a  connected  and  scientific  evi- 
dence against  that  horrid  traffic  in  human  flesh. 
.    On  his  return  from  Africa,  in  1785,  he  settled  in 
a  market -town   in  the   county  of  Northumberland, 
and  during  his  residence  there,  he  passed  through  the 
difierent  public  and  private  examinations  at  the  col- 
lege of  Edinburgh,  and  obtained  a  Doctor's  degree  in 
1788.     The  subject  of  his  inaugural  dissertation  was 
De   ehrietaie   ejusque  effeciibus  in  corpus  humantan. 
This  thesis  drew  warm  encomiums  from  Dr.  Cullcn, 
and  is  inscribed  in  elegant  and  classical  language  to 
Sir  AeMacdonald  and  J.Spotti9Woode,£8q.Sackville* 
street,  London.     From  this  remote  situation  be  was 
drawn  by  the  friendship  of  Admiral  Roddam,  who 
lived  in  the  neighbourhood,  and  was  appointed  to  the 
flag-ship  at  Portsmouth,  when  that  officer  received  the 
command  there  in  1780;  at  this  period  be  published 
his  review  of  the  medical  department  of  the  navy; 
and  the  greater  part  of  his  proposed  improvements 
have  been  adopted,  to  the  great  advantage  of  the 
public  service.     In   17Q0  a  second  and   improved 
edition  of  Observations  on  Scurvy  made  its  appear- 
ance. 
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ancc.  In  this  edition,  our  author  has  ingeniously 
made  use  of  the  pneumatic  chemistry  to  explain 
the  morbid  phenomena  in  scurvy;  and  he  undoubt- 
edly has  the  honour  of  being  the  first  physician  who 
applied  the  new  doctrines  of  chemistry  to  elucida(;e  a 
diseased  state  of  body,  and  to  explain  the  action  of 
medicines  upon  the  constitution.  In  December  1793 
he  was  appointed  physician  to  the  royal  hospital  at 
Portsmouth,  and  in  the  spring  following  (as  we  have 
mentioned  above)  physician  to  the  fleet. 

Dr.  Trotter,  whilst  at  Edinburgh,  was  contemporary 
with  many  young  physicians,  now  of  the  first  practice^ 
and  filling  the  most  eminent  stations  in  different 
countries;  he  was  a  favourite  pupil  with  the  late  Dr; 
Cullen,  to  whose  memory,  in  his  second  edition  of 
Observations  on  Scurvy,  he  has  dedicated  the  finest 
panegyric  that  has  been  pronounced  on  that  vcncr- 
able  and  illustriouis  professor. 

But  much  as  he  revered  the  doctrines  of  bis  pm* 
ceptor,  he  has  deemed  it  no  heresy  to  copy  what  was 
good  in  the  Brunonian  system,  and  to  regulate  his 
practice  accordingly.  His  treatment  of  fever  is  found- 
ed on  the  principles  of  brown,  but  without  any  ser- 
vile adherence,  and  seems  rather  the  experience  of  a 
clinical  observer,  than  the  routine  of  a  fixed  method  of 
cure.  The  chapter  on  Typhus,  in  the  first  volume  of 
Medicina  Nautica,  is  his  most  finished  performance 
as  a  practical  writer;  for  in  it  we  perceive  such  mi- 
nute attention  to  every  symptom  and  circiuqst9oA0> 
as  clearly  points  out  the  sick-bed  as  the  only 's6i!¥ce 
from  whence  such  accurate  observations  could  be 
dcawn. 


The  worik  iio\^  filiated  tp  contains  the  bistoiy  jq£ 
lieakh  in  thech^nndl  fleet  for  five  years.  The  spirit  of 
ioi^GStigatioa  tb<at  it  discovers^  has  few  precedents  in 
mi^i^al  Writings;  various  translations  of  it  have  been 
pubisibed;  and  professor  Hufeland  has  favoured  the 
Geatman.  co|»y  or  edition  v^ith  a  preface  in  no  usual 
style  of  compliment.  But  the  real  value  of  this  essay 
on  the  diseases  of  seamen j  is  to  be  estimated  from  the 
beneficial  effects  it  has  exhibited  in  the  navy  <^  this 
country.  The  prevention  of  disease  is  the  chief  ob^ 
j6Qt  a^ed  at  here;  and  though  precepte  of  health 
^re  {)0t  alwfiys  detail/ed  in  a  regular  ,and  aysteixiatic 
manner^  npr  delivered  in  language  !^^ery  where  cott 
reot,  yet  they  are  given  in  such  a  way  that  cannot  fa,!) 
to  convince;  and  with  so  feeling  a  concera  for  the 
fiulp^jeott  jthat  the  woti  has  been  as  earnestly  r^  jby 
the  joaval  o^er  qs  by  the  aurgeon.  Th,e  Hoptov 
has  added  many  new  and  valuable  facts  to.  our^tocl^ 
jo(  liQCtfv^ge  op  the  aiib^ec^  of  contagion^  and  he 
jias,  .^witboi&t  doubt,  augce^fully  coRibated  ibe^^ir 
jons  oflk*  C.  Smy  til  on  the  best  oi^ns  of  oradicBtiog 
it.  A4likd  and  .l^st  volume  of  the  Medicina  ^utica 
J)aa  jfiat  beeu  ado^nced  in  the  Medk^l  fiM^  ^y^v^ 
Joumah 

ln|)rQQf.of;the:high  ^sti(mation  iuM^hich  the  ipritiiig^ 
cf  this'iogenious  p|>ysician  arebjeld,  we  may  instance 
rtbe  many  i^iportat)!;, attentions  and  improvements  in 

4;he  ilaval'fQ0dicald^aft|i>ent  which  have  beea>ef&ctr 
.ed  by  his  irecoinmendation^*  and  on  the  conclusion 

*  Such  as  the  new  arrangements  of  officers,  &c.  in  royal  hos- 
pitals ;  abolition  of  the  fine  for  cure  of  lues  Tenerea  in  ships,  Soe. 

The 
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of  peace,  the  surgeons  dfthc  r&fai  tatvy  presented 
him  with  anelegant  and  valuable  piece  of  plate,  as  a 
testimony  of  the  high  sense  jtbey  entertained  of  the 
services  he  has  rendered  their  corps.    . 

Dr.  Trotter  has  lately  settled  at  NewcasAe-upon- 
Tyne.  In  full  possession  of  medical  fame,  we  might 
have  expected  him  to  have  cb^sen  a  mpre  lucrative 
field  for  his  practice;  as,  the  present  First  Lord  of 
the  Admiralty  is  not  likely  to  suffer  his  talehts  to  be 
lost  to  the  public  service  of  the  country. 

Besides  his  medical  wopks^  Dr.  Trotter  fcas  written 
several  poetical  pieces,  which  have  ben  printed  in 
difTerent  literary  journals.  A  poem^  entitled  Suspiria 
Oceaniy  a  monody  mi  the  deatb  \of  Earl  Howe,  K.  6. 
was  published  soon  after  >tbe  decease  of  that  good 
man  and  gallant  officer^  Wc  shall .  present  our 
readers  witji  the  fd/Iowing  spccknesis  oi  >is  poetical 
'abilities, 

THE  SWALLOW. 

Wfjiten  in  "May  Y793»  on  a  Swalkw  entering  the  H^ord'TOom  tf 
H.  M.  S.  Vengeance,  the  Ship  ficft^g  many  leaguajrom  Lantlg 
9n  her  Passage  /•  the  West  Indies. 

Welcome  hither,  airy  traveller. 

Here  to  test  iSttfxmmkA  sho^ 
Tho'  from  .dime  to  dime,  a  ttveUcr^ 

Constant  to  vetuming  Spria^ 

The  firft  public  compliment  paid  to  Dr.  Jenner  came  from  his 
hands ;  a  gold  medaU  from  tlie  medical  officers  of  the  navy,  with 
the  Horatian  motto,  **  Aibanautis^  itdlarefuesit**  In  jSoi,  not 
fewer  than  200  ^n-shops  were  shut  up  in  Plymoath^dockf  from 
^complaints  made  by  him  to  GoTemment  on  the  prejudicial  effects 
nuisances  produced  on  the  health  of  the  seamen« 

If 
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If  alon^  the^  traekkss  ocean. 
Thou  by  chance  hast  mlssM  thy  way, 

ni  direct  thy  waving  motion. 
But  a  moment  with  me  stay. 

I  have  news  of  note,  to  freight  thee. 
Bear  a  wand'ring  sailor's  vow  ; 

So  may  no  dread  fate  await  thee, 
LoTe  shall  be  thy  pilot  now. 

Shun,  I  pray  thee,  gentle  stranger. 

Touch  not  Gallia's  hated  shore, 
There  are  death  and  instant  danger. 

She  M  Btam'd  with  royal  gore. 

►  '  • 

But  to  happier  Britain  tend  thee. 
Where  the  milder  virtnes  rov^  j 

And  thi9  luM;^)iridih  w&ich  1  send  thee. 
Bear  it  to  fl^  J  distant  love* 

''    Near  her  windW  fix  thy  dwelling, 
Na  rude  hand  4m11  do  Ihce  wrongs 
Safer  far  than  arch  or  ceiling, 

Delia's  self  shall  none  thy  young. 

^  .     •  ^TbcTC  a  thousand  sofk  seusationf^ 
Lull  the  tranquil  mind  to  rest, 
Katnfe  there  with  kind  persuasions. 
Oft  shall  soothe  a  parent's  breast. 

Haste  then,  geatk  bird  of  pamge^ 
When  you  letft  our  wintry  islo,. 
.  Bring  me  back  my  Delia's  n»esaage» 
-  ..  Bring  A  ki w    and  bring  a  smilc> .    . 


TH< 
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THE  FURZE  BLOSSOM. 

Wrkfen  at  Partsnouth^  Felnruarf/  1796,  on  a  ymwg  Lady  premising  Ue 
Author  a  Bi^uqucty  tchich  proved  to  be  a  Sprig  of  Furze  in  Blotsottu 

While  Flora  beaumbM  in  a  mantle  of  frost. 

And  her  tiesses  besprinkled  with  snow. 
Impatient  awaited  the  blooms  she  had  lost. 

And  shew'd  but  a  crocus  or  two : 
Her  handmaid,  Myrtilla,  to  pass  a  round  joke. 

As  she  jeer'd  with  a  stupid  dull  swain, 
DeclarM  she  could  raise^  by  a  magical  stroke, 

A  bouquet  to  enliven  his  strain* 

• 

Ko  sooner  she  spoke,  than  a  stranger  appear^ d. 

With  simplicity  mark'd  on  its  bloom. 
Like  the  rose-tree,  it  pointed  a  thorn  for  its  guard. 

And  brcath'd  forth  the  lily's  perfume. 
Behold  then,  she  cried,  as  she  brandish'd  the  stem. 

It  will  teach  you  a  lesson  so  new  : 
From  her  eyes,  inspiration  awakcn*d  his  theme. 

And  this  was  the  moral  he  drew. 

*'  Tho^  bleak  was  the  season,  and  rude  was  the  spot, 

"  That  foster'd  those  petals  so  gay  ; 
*'  While  the  shrubs  of  the  garden  were  dead  and  forgot, 

**  They  gave  their  wild  sweets  to  the  day. 
**  A?  they  parted,  the  tree  that  had  nourished  their  growtk, 

**  The  dcsart  and  woodland  among, 
•*  Myrtilla  pronounc'd  them  the  emblems  of  truth, 

"And  her  Bard  thus  records  it  in  song. 

''  Ye  fair,  whom  the  beauties  of  Nature  can  wartSt 
«•  Who  court  the  recess  of  the  vale, 

^*  Yet  there  shall  discernment  unfold  every  charm, 
**  When  folly  and  fashion  shall  fail. 

"  Then  learn  from  the  flowret,  now  blest  in  its  doom, 
*'  'J  ho'  lately  transferred  from  the  waste, 
And  the  snow-drop,  tho'  often  neglected  to  bloom, 
•*  May  be  pluck'd  by  the  6ngcri  of  Taste." 

REV, 
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REV.  RICHARD  POLWHELE. 

T^IS  gentleman,  who  has  distinguished  himself  in 
very  opposite  walks  of  literature,  and  in  many  has  ac- 
quired  deserved  reputation,  is  the  son  of  Thomas  Pol- 
whelc,  Esq.  of  Polwhele,  in  Cornwall.  His  grand- 
father was  high-sherift'of  that  county  in  the  reign  of 
George  tHe  First,  and  bis  family  is  of  high  antiquity 
there.*  The  paternal  mansion  is  agreeably  seated 
not  far  from  the  banks  of  the  romantic  Tamer  ;  but 
we  are  informed  that  the  estate  was  considerably  di^ 
minished  before  it  came  into  the  hands  of  its  present 
possessor.  It  is  certain  that  the  family  suffered  much 
from  their  loyalty  in  the  turbulent  reign  of  Charles 
the  First.  One  of  these  was  Dr.  Dcgory  Polwhele, 
fellow  of  Exeter  College,  Oxford,  who  was  created 
M.  D.  by  that  university  in  1660.  In  the  ChanceU 
lor's  letters  for  that  purpose  we  find  the  following  ac- 
count of  him  ; 

•  William  of  Worcester  (who  made  a  tour  into  Cornwall  in  the 
year  1x78)  mentions  the  castle  of  Polwhele,  as  then  in  ruins.     It 
appears  from  Browne  Willisi  that  in  the  parliament  of  W^estmin- 
ster,  4th  and  jth  of  Philip  and  Mary,  1557*  John  Polwhele,  of 
Polwhele,  Esq.  represented  the  county,  together  with  John  Aran* 
del  de  Langheron.     In  the  long  parliament  John  Polwhele  was  a 
member  f(»r  Tregony,  in  Cornwall,  Sir  Richard  Vyryao,  Knight, 
his  colleague*    One  of  the  Cornish  topographers  observes,  that 
this  place  gives  name  to  a  place  of  eminence  that  flourished  here 
before  the  Conquest.     At  this  time,  Drue  de  Polwhele  was  Cham- 
berlain to  William  the  Conqueror's  Queen,  as  appears  by  a  grant 
from  her  to  the  said  Drue»  which  runs  thus  :   **  Drogoni  de  Pol- 
**  whed  eamerario  meo.  * '     The  Pol  wheles  were  allied  to  the  noble 
families  of  Edgecumbe,  Godolphin,  and  Mobun.-— fx/rtfc/  from 
Polviek*i  History  (f  Dcvd^  vol.  ii.  p.  i68. 

««  That 
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**  That  h«  had  irom  the  begiimitig  of  the  late  onhappf  troubles 
'Hgorooslj  and  &ithfull]r flcrved  hta  Majeaty^  under  the  command^ 
Ralph  Lord  Hoptq|i»  thea  Sir  James  Smith/  in  the  quality  of  a 
major  of  horfe,  and  continued  in  arms  until  the  surrender  of  Pen- 
dennis  castle  ;  from  whence  he  went  to  his  late  Majefly  of  blessed 
memory,  and  afterwards  followed  his  now  Majesty  [Charles  U.J 
in  HoUaad  and  Flandeis*  and  in  or  about  the  year  i6$o  he  retunied 
into  Cornwall,  his  native*  country,  where  he  betook  himself  to  die 
study  and  practice  of  physic,  &ccJ* 

Mr.  Folwhele,  the  subject  of  the  present  memoir, 
was  bom  in  the  year  1760,  and  received  bis  educa- 
tioQ  at  Truro  school,  under  the  Rev.  Dr.  Cardeiv. 
Here  he  evinced  the  early  promise  of  a  rising  genius^ 
and  wrote  some  poetical  pieces,  far  beyond  the  usual 
productions  of  boys  of  the  same  age.  Two  of  these 
were  published  in  a  quarto  size  even  while  he  was  at 
school,  namely,  "  The  Fate  of  Llewellyn,  or,  the 
Druid's  Sacrifice,  a  legendary  tale  ;"  and  "The Ge- 
nius of  Karnbre,  a  poem."  The  last  piece  is  an  in- 
genious flight  of  poetical  enthusiasm,  composed  on  a 
romantic  hill  near  Truro,  called  Karnbre.  This  spot 
has  also  been  consecrated  by  a  fine  ode,  the  compost-^ 
tion  of  Dr.  Wolcott,  who  greatly  favoured  the  aspir- 
ing genius  of  young  Polwhele  while  at  Truro  school, 
and  assisted  .him  in  his  classical  studies,  as  may  be 

■ 

seen  in  the  biographical  sketch  of  the  Doctor  in  our 
firft  volume.  It  is  to  the  honour  of  that  lively  writer 
that  two  such  ornaments  of  that  county  as  our  poet, 
and  Opie  the  painter,  should  have  been  assisted  by  bis 
judgment  and  tafte. 

In.  1 778,  Mr.  Polwhele  was  entered  a  commoner  of 
Christ  Church  College,  Oxford,  where  he  regularly 
kept  his  terms  until  he  was  admitted  a  student  in 

7  civil 
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civil  law ;  but  he  quitted  the  university  without  tak« 
iDgany  degree*  He  appears  after  this  to  have  resided 
occasionally  at  Bath,  where  he  contracted  a  particular 
acquaintance  with  Mrs.  Macaulay  the  historian^  and 
with  the  ingenious  Edmund  Rack.  Of  the  latter  he 
wrote  a  good  memoir^  which  is  inscribed  in  G>llinson*d 
History  of  Somersetshire. 

In  the  year  1782  he  entered  into  holy  orders,  and 
served  for  some  time  the  living  of  Lamorran,  near 
Truro,  where  he  married  a  Miss  Warren  •  Soon  after 
forming  this  connexion  he  removed  to  the  curacy  of 
Kenton,  in  Devonshire,  near  Powderham  castle,  the 
seat  of  Lord  Viscount  Courtenay.  Here  he  resided 
about  ten  year^^  and  produced  the  greatest  and  cer^ 
tainly  the  best  part  of  his  numerous  publications,  as 
well  in  fsvose  as  in  verse.  It  was  here  also  that  he 
planned  the  history  of  Devonshire. 

This  great  and  truly  important  county  has  been 
singularly  unfortunate  in  its  topographers  and  his- 
torians. Risdon^  who  flourished  at  the  beginning  of 
the  seventeenth  century,  made  a  survey,  of  Devon, 
tolerably  correct  for  the  time,  and  curious,  but 
wretchedly  written,  and  too  brief  to  be  satisfactory. 
The  work  remained  in  manuscript  till  the  year  J  7 14, 
when  Edmund  Curie,  the  bookseller,  published  a 
garbled  edition  of  it,  in  two  volumes  octavo.  Mr. 
William  Chappie, steward  to  the  late  Lord  Courtenay, 
undertook,  about  thirty  years  ago,  to  publish  a  cor- 
rect edition  of  the  text,  collated  from  the  various 
MSS.  he  could  procure,  with  numerous  notes. 
Chappie^  however,  though  a  very  industrious  man, 
had  neither  judgment  nor  genius.    He  collected  nu- 

2  merous 


metous  tiurterials  which  it  was  not  in  his  fxmer  to  di- 
gest^ and  when  he  died^  in  178I9  the  whole  waj^ii 
aoc^  confusion  that  it  was  iqi^ssibJe  to  arrange  Bxiy 
part  of  it.    What  had  been  printed  bef(M*e  his  death, 
amounting  to  fourteen  sheets  in  quarto,  were  pub«> 
lished  by  the  bookseller  to  indemnify  him  far  the  ex«* 
pences  of  paper  and  printing.     After  this  the  inge» 
oioud  Mr.  Badcock  appears  to  have  engaged  in  the 
description  andi  history  of  his  native  county.    How 
far  he  proceeded  cannot  be  now  ascertained ;  but  we 
believe  that  his  progress  was  inconsiderable,  as  his 
health  at  the  time  was  much  impaired^  and  few  pa* 
pers  on  the  subject  were  found  after  his  decease; 
MnPoIwhele^  when  he  conceived  the  idea  of  a  simi^ 
lar  plan,  certainly  possessed  great  andvantages :  his 
vicinity  to  Powderham,  where  a  vast  collection  q£ 
books  and  manuscripts  necessary  to  the  design  werp 
Itreasured  up,  was  a  matter  of  no  small  consequence. 
The  gentry  of  the  county  were  all  anxious  to  see  due 
honour  paid  to  their  native  province,  and  the  king-  * 
dom  was,  moreover,  in  a  state  of  tranquillity  and  proc^ 
perity.    In  addition  to  these  circumstances,  his  pros* 
pectus  was  evidently  the  production  of  a  man  of 
learning,  discrimination,  and  genius.    His  talents  as 
a  writer,  though  not  as  an  antiquary,  were  already 
well  known,  and  the  printed  queries  which  he  circu* 
lated  among  the  gentry  and  clergy,  were  admirably 
calculated  to  elicit  very  complete  and  accurate  in* 
formation.     His  list  of  subscribers  we  believe  soon 
filled ;  and  many  noblemen  and  gentlemen  gene- 
rously engaged  to  furnish  plates  for  the  illustration  of 
the  work  at  their  own  expence. 
1802-3*  S  Bu 
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'  But  while  the  history  was:  *  in  fetto,  an  unfortunate 
cit^omstance  of  a  domestic  nature  occurred^  and  for 
a  time  impeded  his  pi^ress.  The  author  was  der 
prived  of  a  beloved  wife,  which  so  affected  him,  that 
he  remove4  with  his  children  from  a  spot  where  his 
happiness  bad  received  so  deep  a  wound,  to  Truro, 
in  order  to  seek  for  the  balm  of  consolation  among 
his  friends.  Time  and  philosophy,  with  the  aid  of 
Christianity,  at  length  reconciled  him  to  his  loss ;  and 
he  regained  sufilcient  fortitude  to  return  to  Kenton, 
where  he  once  more  engaged  in  his  great  undertak- 
ing. The  conduct  of  the  late  excellent  Bishop  New- 
ton, of  Bristol,  was  exactly  similar  :  '*  When  I  have 
sustained  any  deep  loss,  (says  he)  I  always  plunge  into 
study,  as  the  only  way  to  prevent  despondency.** 

But  our  author  did  not  confine  himself  wholly  to 
genealogical  enquiries,  antiquarian  elucidations,  and 
topographical  descriptions :  he  relieved  his  mind  by 
pursuits  of  a  lighter  and  pleasanter  cast,  apd  sucl)  as 
we  are  inclined  to  believe  were  mo^e  congenial  to  bis 
taste  and  inclination.  But  we  shall  here  pass  over 
the  notice  of  his  other  works,  and  confine  ourselves 
lor  the  present  to  the  history  of  his  labqrio^^  compi- 
lation. To  collect  and  digest  the  multifarious  mass 
of  articles  necessary  for  a  county  history,  at  a  time 
when  composition  is  so  generally  a  matter  of  criticism, 
requires  no  ordinary  degree  of  skill  an4  patience. 
Of  the  former  quajity  we  are  conscious  Mr,  Polwhelc 
possesses  a  sufHcient  degree;  but  it  has  been  said 
that  in  the  latter  he  was,  on  the  wbole^  rather  defi* 
cient,  a  circumstance  which  led  him  into  many  lite7 
rary  disputes  and  contentions; 
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In  the  mean  time,  a  quarto  volume,  entitled  ^'  His^ 
torical  Views  of  Devonghire/'  being  the  first  of  ari 
intended  series,  which  was  to  be  entirely  unconnected 
with  the  great  work,  made  its  appearance.  This  also 
was  a  very  strange  measure ;  for  if  the  matter  con*^ 
taioed  in  the  smaller  collection  was  of  any  interest 
at  all,  it  ought  not  to  have  been  separated  from  the 
general  history,  and  if  not^  this  publication  was  need* 
less  and  imprudent.  The  reception  which  this  vo-» 
lume  met  with  did  not,  we  understand,  answer  the 
author's  expectation,  and  nothing  has  been  said  on  the 
subject  of  a  oontinuation; 

In  J  794  appeared  the  second  volume  of  the  His* 
tory,  handsomely  {H-inted  from  the  Exeter  press^  and 
adorned  with  some  very  good  plates* 

A  very  sufficient  reason  was  assigned  for  publishing 
this  volume  before  the  first,  because  it  is  merely  cho* 
rographical ;.  whereas  the  other  being  historical,  it  was 
necessary  that  the  chronological  detail  of  events,  and 
the  biography  of  characters^  should  come  down  as  low 
as  possiUe. 

Thus  far  the  proceeding  adopted  was  approved ; 
but  of  the  execution  of  the  work  different  opinions 
were  formed.  That  it  displayed  ingenuity  and  a  ta** 
lent  at  description  was  generally  admitted ;  but  some 
supposed  that  it  was  not  sufficiently  minute  for  the 
magnitude  of  the  volume,  and  they  augured  nothing 
favourable  from  the  specimen  now  produced.  The 
Devonshire  histor^in  seemed  also  to  be  too  closely 
wedded  to  a  visionary  hyppthesisj  founded  upon  no  au** 
ibority  of  credit,  and  strengthened  only  by  certaia 
va|pe  reremKlances.   This  was^  that  Danmonium  waa 
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originally  c6l(Mii2ed  by  ddvcDturers  from  the  cist. 
The  notion  was  worked  tip  with  no  small  degree  of 
ingenuity,  and  with  that  glow  of  colouring  which  a 
poetical  imagination  can  lay  cm  in  such  a  manner  as 
to  convince  those  of  its  truths  who  are  more  apt 
to  pronounce  according  to  their  feelings  than  theil 
judgment. 

The  fondness  which  Mr.  Polwhele  evinced  for  Ais 
favourite  but  fanciful  hypothesis,  has  proved  of  con* 
siderable  disservice  to  his  reputation  as  an  antiquary, 
and  by  d  awing  down  upon  him  the  attacks  of  the 
critics,  it  has  certainly  done  no  good  to  the  credit  of 
bis  history. 

Since  the  publication  of  his  second  volume,  th6 
former  part  of  the  first  has  appeared,  .which  has,  we 
believe,  given  much  more  satisfaction.  In  this,  how* 
ever,  he  has  betrayed  strong  symptoms  of  dissatis* 
faction  at  the  cohduct  of  many  Devonshire  gentle- 
men^  particularly  of  some  who  have  published  de* 
acriptive  accounts  of  particular  places.  We  conceive 
that  the  author  had  no  just  reason  to  complain  of  this 
conduct,  unless  those  gentlemen  professedly  pabliab- 
ed  with  a  view  of  injuring  the  general  history  of  I>e« 
vonshirc;  and  this  does. by  no  means  appear  to  bo 
the  case.  Every  one  has  a  right  to  give  to  the  public 
an  account  of  his  own  town  or  parish,  in  a  small  fimn, 
without  being  under  the  slighted  obligation  to  ask 
permission  of  an  author  who  was  compiling  a  poo- 
derous  history  of  the  county,  or  of  communicating 
their  collections  to  be  moulded  into  his  work. 

To  this  part  of  the  history  is  prefixed,  by  permis- 
tton^  a  neat  dedication  to  the  Kings  and  we  Knoeiely 

^i^ope 
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Jwpe  tUtt  the  iogeotoos  historian  will  experience  some 
Ottbstantial  marks  of  the  royal  bounty^  to  whicb^  oh, 
tmoy  aocooDts,  he  is  certainly  entitled. 

The  remainder  of  this  important  undertaking  has 
Wit  yet  made  its  appearance ;  bat  notwithstanding 
tUs^  with  a  precipitancy  which  can  hardly  be  deemed 
prudent,  the  author  has  announced  a  *^  History  of  bia 
joative  County/* 

The  rank  in  which  Mr.  Polwhele  stands  the  most 
distinguished  is  undoubtedly  that  of  a  poet.  Some 
account  has  already  been  gitren  of  his  juvenile  per- 
ibtraances,  and  his  subsequent  labours  sufficiently 
prove  that  he  possesses  all  that  liveliness  of  imagina* 
tion^  fertility  of  invention^  variety  of  literature^  and 
command  of  languaige,  which  are  necessary  to  those 
who  wish  to  cultivate  the  muses  with  success.  It 
must,  however,  be  allowed  that  all  his  productions 
are  not  equally  vigorous  or  elegant.  His  translations 
of  Theocritus,  Bion,  and  Moschus>  ought  certainly 
to  be  distinguished  as  among  the  beat  versions  of  an* 
^ieot  poets  ia  our  lai^uage.  Mr.  Polwhele,  in  respect 
to  these,  has  shewn  herein  as  much  poetical  feeling 
and  judgment  as  smmd  learning.  The  notes,  which 
make  up  the  entire  of  the  second  vplumei  arc  appro^ 
priate^  curious,  and  entertaining. 

AmoBg  his  original  performance^  the  Enghsk 
Or^iliristhefNrincipal  in  pbint  of  magnitude;  but  it 
possesses  different  degrees  of  merit.  As  a  whoh, 
however,  it  is  not  likely  to  secure  any  lasting  degret^ 
of  &me.  He  rules  are  in  general  judicious ;  but 
rules  for  eloquence  are  read  to  better  advantage  in 

S  3  <^aantiliaa 


.  262  •  KEV.  MR.  POLWHE£S« 

Quintilian^  Fenelon^  or  Blair^  than  in  a  didaolic  po«in. 

.The  examples  adduced  to  illustrate  the  precepts  are 

by  iio  means,  delineated  with  that  accuracy  or  beauty 

vhich  are  necessary  in  poetical  description^  to  relieve 

the  tediousneas  produced  by  formal  rules.    There  are, 

.bowever^  some  fine  touches  in  this  work^  and  the 

iwhole  manifests  a  truly  classical  taste  and  judgment 

The  author's  description  of  his  academical  life,  in  the 

fourth  book^  is  one  of  the  best  passives  in  the  whole 

.poem. 

t€  In  those  avenues,  that  erst 

«<  O'er-arch'd  a  Bagot,*  (proud  to  embower  such  worthj 

^*  Such  virtues  in  their  venerable  fhade) 

«*  There,  musing  oft  on  future  scenes^  he  formM 

**  The  prospect  of  ideal  good  to  flo  w 

**  From  his  impassion'd  preaching.    Nor  unmark'd 

*'  His  decent  fame,  nor  unrenew'd  his  charge]; 

'*  That,  not  at  distance  from  his  natal  spot, 

•*  Beyond  the  woody  Tamar,  Fancy  trac'd  ; 

*^  And,  as  she  spread  the  glowing  tint,  it  seem'd 

**  No  fairy  picture :  for  young  Hope  rdievM 

*'  With  golden  rays  each  figure  Fancy  drew/* 

The  collection  of  *^  Poems  by  Gentlemen  of  Dcvoa 
and  Cornwall,  in  two  volumes,  8vo.*'  was,  as  we  un- 
•derstand,  edited  by  our  poet,  several  of  whose  pieces 
•enrich  the  work,  which  does  great  credit  to  the  re- 
spective authors,  as  well  as  to  the  editor. 

But  by  far  the  best  of  Mr«  PoIwhele*s  poetical  pro- 
ductions is  that  entitled  ^  The  Influence  of  Local  At- 
tachment,** concerning  which,  as  a  descriptive  and  a 
4)hilosophical  poem,  there  was  but  one  opinion  among 

♦  The  late  worthy  Bishop  of  St.  A»aph,  at  that  time  Dean  of 
Christ  Church. 

the 
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the  different  periodical  critics  who  pronoun cedg^udg-^ 
ment  upon  it.  This  charming  production,  which  ap^ 
peared  in  1796^  came  out  anonymously;  and  though 
it  bad  previoudy  received  the  strong  approbatbn  ci 
such  writers  as  Dr.  Darwin,  Mr.  Hayley^  and  Miss 
Seward,  the  author,  in  his  advertisement,  dated  from 
Oxford,  called  it  the  production  o(  ^^  an  unfledged 
poet/*  There  seems  to  have  been  .  some  degree  of 
affectation  in  this  timidity  of  expression ;  for  the  au^ 
thor  had  often  ventured  c^qly  into  the  literary  world 
with  his  name  afllixed  to  performances  which  he  oould 
not  but  know  were  far  inferior  to  this. 

We  shall  here  pass  over  the  rest  of  Mr.  Bolwfaele's 
poetical  pieces,  with  just  observingy  that  in  his  sonnets 
and  his  odes,  particubrly  that  to  the  '^  Genius^of  Dan- 
monium/'  in  the  volume  of  ^'  Essays  by  a  Society  of 
Gentlemen  at  Exeter,'*  he  had  succeeded  most  hap* 
pily. 

Hie  mention  of  this  volume  of  essays  obliges  us  to 
take  notice  of  Mr.  Polwhele's  concern  in  it,  and  of 
the  squabble  that  unfortunately  ensued. 

A  very  agreeable  literary  society  was  formed  at 
'Eaceter,  consisting  of  some  gentlemen  of  that  city 
and  neighbourhood,  eminent  for  their  talents.  At 
their  head,  we  believe,  was  the  very  i^sspectable  and 
tngehioos  Dr.  Downman.  Among  other  rules  of  the 
fiOciety,t>ne  was,  that  each  member  should  produce  in 
his  turn  a  papes  on  some  moral  or  literary  subye^,  to 
be  read  at  the  meeting.  In  course  of  time  these  pa« 
pers  accumulated  to  a  considerable  number,  and  it 
was  resolved  to  select  from  them  a  sufficient  quan* 
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tity  to  coaipQse  a  lumcbome  octave  Toltraie,  Tbe 
volume  accordingly  ^ame  out  in  l?^^^  ^^t  by  aome 
means  or  Other  a  pretty  aerere  m^ifo^  upon  tt  appear* 
ed  in  one  of  the  periodical  jobmals,  before  tbc  work 
vras  actually  puUiifaed.  In  tbia  perfermance  tbe  eanys 
of  Mr.  Polwhele  were  fatgbiy  spoken  of,  wbile  tiraae 
bf  others  were  as  strongly  censmed ;  ind  onegentie*^ 
tnan  in  partiouiar^  wfto  fadd  contributed  aMne  papers 
cKi  Devonihins  scenery  and  antiqUittes^  was  reproacbo 
bd  as  having  acted  treacberously  to  Mr.  Pdwbele,  t^ 
iffbom  be  bad  promised  tbese  oomnunicataons.  This 
produced  disagreeabit  altercatbns  in  the  society^  aad 
Mr.  Polwhele  being  marked  as  tbe  reviewer,  though 
fal  6ctfae  was  not,  withdrew  bimseif  in  groat  dudigeea. 
Some  comrnnhications  passed  npoci  the  subject  in  the 
Gentleman^  Magazinci  and  Mt.  Pohfbde,  who  has 
the  pen  of  a  rbady  writer,  printed  a  pretty  sharp  letter 
addressed  to  a  college  friend,  in  which  he  animad- 
vtrted  on  the  president  afad  some  other  gentlemen 
by  nAme,  in  a  manner  which  sbewel  that  be  bad  Bar 
some  time  cbnaidered  btmaelf  as  ill-used  by  ikit 
*6ciety.  ^ 

In  IfgS^  tbe  bfie  Bishop  Butler,  of  Eseter,  pre« 
aented  our  anthkN-,  witbemt  any  solicitation,  to  tbe 
vicarage  of  Manacean,  near  Helsikon,  in  (jomynSif  ' 
where  be  now  i«ides.  He  is  also  in  the  eoaamission 
of  the  peace  (for  that  county,  and  both  as  a  parisb^ 
priest  and  a  magistrate^  we  ate  assured  his  eondnct  is 
most  exemplafry.  In  tbe  course  of  the  same  year^ 
Mr.  Polwbde  married  the  daugbtet-  of  Captain  Ro- 
bert Tyrd),  of  Exmoutb,  the  cure  of  which  place  he 

served 


Bsv.  MR.  fdlwhblb;  265 

served  some  time  before  the  Bishop  of  Eneter  gave 
him  the  living  of  Manaccan«  On  the  subject  of  di^ 
viiiity  he  has  published  two  volumes  of  discouraesy 
and  some  single  sermons ;  but  though  he  is  master 
of  a  blear  and  even  of  an  elegant  style,  yet  we  are  of 
opinion  that  these  compositions  want  strength,  pathos 
and  energy.  Mr.  Polwhele  has  also  figured  a  little 
in  tiseolqgical  controversy,  against  the  Rev.  Dr. 
Hawker,  a  beneficed  clergyman  of  Flymoutb*  Tho 
Doctor,  it  seems,  gave  offence  to  our  author  by 
preaching  at  several  churches  during  an  excursion 
into  the  west  of  G>rnwali,  in  1779,  where  his  talents 
BB  an  orator  brought  him  many  bearers.  This  cir« 
cumstance,  in  addition  to  his  high  Calvinistical  sen- 
timents, procured  him  the  honour  of  a  warm  expos- 
tulatory  letter  from  the  vicar  of  Manaccan,  who 
charged  him  both  with  want  of  orthodoxy  and  regu* 
Jarity«  It  does  not  appear,  however,  that  the  Doctor 
preached  in  fields,  barns,  or  meeting-houses ;  and  as 
to  his  doctrinal  sentiments,  it  would  require  some 
considerable  skill  to  prove  them  at  variance  with  the 
articles  and  homilies  of  the  church.  If  he  exhibited 
flea!  in  bis  tour  into  Cornwall,  and  took  the  advan- 
"*  tage  of  his  popularity  to  '^preach  in  season  and  out 
of  Season,^  we  are  humbly  of  opinion  that  he  is  more 
worthy  of  commendation  than  of  censure :  he  en* 
cnoacbod  not  upon  any  man's  field  of  action,  and  it 
has  not  been  proved  that  he  intruded  into  Mr.  PoU 
whele^s  parish. 

Dr.  Hawker  replied  in  a  temperate  and  truly  Chris- 
tian  manner :  the  Cornish  vicar  rejoined  in  a  more 

severe 
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severe  tone  than  before ;  and  we  are  sorry  to  addy 
that  the  dispute  at  length  became  personal. 
.  Mr.  Folwhele  has  since  pnblished  a  pamphlet, 
which  we  cannot  but  disapprove  as*  a  very  unscason-* 
able  performance,  entitled,  *^  Anecdotes  of  Midx>- 
dism/'  selected  from  the  long-forgotten  work  of  Dn 
Lavington,  Bishop  of  Exeter.  No  good  is  likely  to 
be  done  by  such  publications,  which  seem  more  caU 
culated  to  make  sceptics  and  libertines  than  serious 
Christians. 

The  following  is,  we  believe,  a  pretty  correct  list 
of  the  author's  works  : 

1.  The  Fate  of  Lewelljn;  or,  the  Druid's  Sacrifice  :  a  legtii« 
dary  tale* 

2.  The  Genius  of  Kambre :  a  poem. 

3.  The  Spirit  of  Frascr  to  General  Burgoyne  :  an  ode, 

4.  The  Death  of  Hilda  :  an  American  tale. 

5*  An  Ode  to  Mrs.  Macaalay,  on  her  Birth«<!ay* 

6.  The  Castle  of  Tintadgel ;  or,  the  Captive  Princess  of  Den* 
mark :  an  ode. 

7.  The  Isle  of  Poplars  :  an  ode.  (Published  in  Rack's  Essayi.J 
8*  Pictures  from  Nature,  in  twelve  Sonnets,  and  the  Lock  trans^ 

formed :  an  elegy. 
9*  The  English  Orator :  a  didactic  poem,  in  four  Books. 

10.  The  Idyllia  of  Theocritus,  Bionand  Moschus,  and  the£le* 
gies  of  Tyrtaeus ;  with  Dissertations  and  Notes,  2  vols*  8vq. 

11.  Two  Volumes  of  Discourses  on  different  Subjects.  Svo. 

12.  A  Discourse  preached  December  30,  1792. 

13.  Historical  Views  of  Devonshire.     Vol.  !• 

14.  The  History  of  Devonshire.    Vol.  I.  Part  I.  and  Vol.  II» 
folio. 

1 5.  Biographical  Memoirs  of  Mr.  Rack,  in  Collinson*s  Someisat* 

16.  A  Discourse  preached  at  Manaccan^  August  27,  1797* 

17.  A  Letter  to  Dr.  Hawker. 

*  'i8.  A  fccond  Letter  to  Dr.  Hawker. 

19.  Anecdotes  of  Methodism,  &c« 

20.  A  Lettor  to  a  C  oUege  Friend.  Svo, 
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31.  The  Inflaence  of  Local  Attachment  with  respect  to  Home ; 
in  feven  books:  odes,  and  other  poems;  2  vols.  8vo. 

22*  The  Old  English  Gentleman  :  a  poem.   8vo* 

'23.  Sketches  in  verse,  with  prose  Illustrations.   8vo. 

94,  The  Unsexed  Females  :  a  poem,  addressed  to  the  Author 
0f  the  Pttrsuits  of  Literature*  8yo« 

2$.  Grecian  Prospects :  a  poejn.    8vo. 

26.  Sir  Aaron  ;  or,  the  Flights  of  Fanaticism  :  a  poem  in  the 
jppirit  of  Anti-jacobinism,  for  1 800. 

27.  An  Assize  Sermon,  preached  at  Bodmin ,  Aug,  4, 180 1 . 1 2  mo* 
28*  Scripture  CharaAeriftics.   8vo. 


THOMAS  HARRIS,  ESQ. 

THIS  gentleman  wias  born  in  the  year  1 74Q ;   and, 
after  receiving  a  good  classical  education,  was  bred 
by  his  father  to  an  extensive  line  of  business,  in  which 
ihe  good  sense,  conduct,  and  judgment,  that  he  has 
manifested  in  more  difficult  and  trying  circumstances, 
must  have  ensured  eminence  and  success,  had  not  a 
more  powerful  bias  seduced  him  to  other  objects. 
His  filial  duty,  however,  adjoined  to  an  early  and 
invariable  probity,  prevented  him  from  following  the 
bent  of  his  inclinations  by  any  sacrifices  of  his  honour 
in  quitting  the  path  which  an  indulgent  parent  had    • 
chalked  out.     In  the  brief  annals  of  his  commercial 
engagements,  there  is  nothing  upon  record  that  can 
throw  a  blush  over  the  history  of  his  youth :  a  cir- 
icumstance  not  very  usual,  where  one  employment, 
uncongenial  to  the  mind,  is  left  by  a  stripling  for  a 
self-cbosen,  and  favourite  pursuit. 

The  British  Theatre  was,  perhaps,  ir  the  fullest 

blaze  ' 


blaze  of  its  lustre  and  glory  abotit  the  time  that  ycnlog 
Harris  wa6  in  preparation  for  the  character  of  a  British 
merchant. 

Grarrick,  its  grsind  luminary,  and  surrounded  by 
some  of  the  brightest  stars  that  ever  shone  upon 
the  stage,  was  then  in  the  zenith  of  his  reputation^ 
and  of  the  talents  which  produced  it;  and  the  junior 
Harris  was  just  at  the  point  of  age  when  the  magic ' 
of  such  a  constellation,  with  the  unrivalled  sun 
in  the  centre,  beamed  most  powerfully  upon  his 
fancy.  Borne  away  on  the  wing  of  enthusiasm,  he 
broke  through  the  cold  ordinary  forms  of  gradual 
advance,  and  introduced  himself  to  the  private  ac« 
quaintance  of  those  whose  public  displays  cyf  «  sin^ 
gular  and  happy  genius  had  excited  hi^  plaudits  and 
won  his  heart*  Of  a  glowing  fancy,  amiable  manner^ 
and  gentle  address,  such  a  youth  did  not  £nd  it 
difEicuIt  to  gain  the  notice  of  the  lovers  of  the  dnuzui^ 
who,  like  himself,  bad  paid  nightly  homage  at  ti^ 
shrine  of  the  British  Roscius  and  his  satellites. 

There  is,  perhaps,  nothing  so  full  of  charm  fbra 
warm,  juvenile  heart ;  nothing  that  bo  kindles  imagi* 
nation  into  its  richest  glow,  as  the  refM^esentatians  «f 
the  theatre;  We  transfer  the  generous  actions  aad 
great  atchievements  of  the  hero  end  heroine  from  the 
supposed  real  and  or  iginal  actors,  to  a  person  wbe 
only  studies  them  by  rote,  as  ao  many  lessons  to  br 
performed.  We  are  disposed  to  believe,  that  those 
who  can  attractively  pronounce  sentiments  so  elevate 
ed,  and  deliver  themsdves  in  language  so  ^oquenl^ 
cu^t  be  the  very  models  of  perfection.    We  can,  in 

early 
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early  life,  oarcdy  persuade  ourselves  that  such  gifted 
beings  are  of  morUl  mould :  their  very  robes,  their 
looks,  their  attitudes,  become  consecrated ;  and  when 
we  are  first  admitted  to  the  delights  and  distinction* 
of  conversation  with  those  high  and  privileged  or- 
ders, we  feel    ourselves   alternately  enlarged   and 
diminished  in  their  presence;  we  experience,  perhaps, 
a  sensation  somewhat  similar  to  his,  who,  for  the  first 
time,  is  unexpectedly  granted  the  indulgence  of  a 
private  audience  with  the  mighty  potentates  of  the 
earth,  after  having  seen  them  adorned  with  all  the 
in«gnia  of  royalty,  and  seated  on  their  thrones  in  a 
inagnificent  apartment. 

Under  such  influ^ces,  young  Harris  followed  his 
fcvourite  demi-godsof  the  scene,from  their  public  ex- 
bibitionsjto  their  private  societies,  Tom's  coffee  house, 
the  Shakespeare  tavern ;  and  the  club-rooms  were 
more  endeared  to  him  on  account  of  his  finding  there 
the  great  objects  of  his  research  and  admiration, 
Uian  if  be  had  been  permitted  to  associate  with  tho 
aforesaid  real  emperors  and  kings— yea,  with  all 
their  pageantry  and  jwrnps  about  them;   and  the 
mock  monarchs,  who   assumed  the  regal  honours 
for  the  evening,  reigned  more  completely  paramount 
in  hisvivifl  imagiftation.  But  his  scenic  passions  were 
chiefly  absorbed  in  that  great  centre  of  attraction, 
Garrick  himsel  f.    The  performances  of  this  astomsh- 
ing  man  drew  him,  almost  exclusively,  from  the  con- 
templation  of  every  other.     He  had  the  taste  to  feel, 
andthediscernment  toperceive.thatthiswasthe  august 

Juininaiy  who  was  the  unrivaUed  lord  of  the  theatrical 

ascendant ; 
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ascendant ;  and  that  he  fed,  like  the  sun  himself^  eveiy 
other  planet  of  his  sphere.  Young  Harris  was  a 
constant  attendant  at  the  theatre  on  the  nights  of  this 
great  actor's  performance:  and  yet,  in  the  midst  of 
this  devotion  of  his  evenings,  bis  attention  to  com* 
mercial  concerns  was  by  day  still  indefatigable  and 
unabated;  but  the  rage  for  the  diversions  of  the 
play-house,  and  a  habit  of  gratifying  it,  soon  carried 
all  before  it :  like  the  serpent  of  Aaron,  it  swallowed 
up  every  lesser  object,  and  our  enamorato  was  induced 
to  relinquish  the  most  advantageous  prospects  in  mer- 
cantile concerns,  to  embark  his  property,  and  devote 
his  abilities  wholly  to  the  theatre.  In  common  minds^ 
this  speculation  would  have  been  to  change  a  sub* 
stance  for  a  shadow ;  but,  at  a  very  early  period,  this 
young  adventurer  understood  not  only  the  bias  but 
the  energies  of  his  character; — a  rare  endowment; 
and  that  which  would  have  been  romantic,  and  per* 
haps  ruinous,  to  a  more  frivolous  mind,  was,  in  his^ 
only  a  kind  of  presage  of  what  would  result  froni  an 
undeviating  application  of  his  talents  and  fortune,  in 
a  scheme  more  favourable  to  the  bent  of  his  natural 
inclinations.  Accordingly  we  find  Mr.  Harris,  in  the 
year  1768,  contracting  with  the  executors  of  Johr\ 
Rich  for  the  purchase  of  Covent-garden  theatre,  for 
the  sum  of  6o,OOOL  ;  an  enterprizc  which,  from  a 
young  man  who  had  not  even  yet  attained  his  one-: 
and-twentieth  year,  was  looked  upon  as  bold  and  ex- 
traordinary. There  are  some  minds,  however,  which, 
as  it  were  intuitively,  know  their  vigour  as  well  a^ 
their  inclination;  and  while  others  arc  trembling, 
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eitfaer  from  fear  or  love,  or  balancing  between  both, 
at)  what  they  predict  ^/zAf/  be  the  consequence  of  si 
supposed  rash  nicasure,  such  minds  keep  the  poise  of 
their  characterB^  proceed  undauntedly  in  the  even 
teoor  of  their  way,  and  even  mix  a  sound  judgment • 
and  cautious  policy  with  an  adventurous  and  daring' 
spirit 

The  truth  of  this  remark  was  illustrated  in  a  most 
singular  manner  by  Mn  Harris,  who,  soon  after  the 
purchase,  partly  from  deference  to  the  opinion  and 
solicitude  of  friends,  and  partly  from  a  modest 
opioion  of  himself,  invited  some  welUknown  col- 
Ieague3  to  share  the  labours  and  fortunes  of  his  en- 
terprize. 

His  auxiliiiries,  if  auxiliaries  were  indeed  necessary, 
could  not  have  been  more  judiciously  selected. 
Meesrp.  Golman,  Rutherford,  and  Powell,  were  the 
chosen.  The  first,  to  great  learning,  adjoined  a  pas- 
sion for  the  scenes,  that  aspired  to  be  at  once  proprie- 
tor, aqthor,  and  manager;  a  passion  which  made  him 
sacrifice,  and  with  ipuch  more  temerity  than  Mr. 
Harris,  very  ample,  and  indeed  very  illustrious  depen- 
dencies* The  1^  of  this  memorable  trio  brought 
with  biiP  9  genius,  which,  when  kept  within  its  due 
bound,  and  not:  driven  from  its  natural  direction, 
was  calculated  to  make  even  Garrick  himself  totter 
on  his  throne;  and  which,  indeed,  did  actually  induce 
that,  still,  upon  the  whole,  unrivalled  sovereign  of 
the  stage,  to  resume  the  sceptre  that  he  had  laid 
down,  and  to  resume  it  with  a  trembling  hand. 

It 
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It  is  impossible  to  revive  the  name  oi  the  extnuMw 
dinary  man  who  could  thus  kindle"  the  flame  of 
jealousy  in  the  breast  c^  Roscius  so  fiercely,  as  to 
hurry  him  from  a  distant  climate,  in  a  state  of  imper* 
feet  health,  purely  in  order  to  extinguish  by  ecltpstDg 
it: — it  is  impossible,  we  say,  to  bring  once  more  into 
notice  the  interesting  and  ill-fated  Powell,  eveii 
were  he  less  in  connexion  than  he  is  with  the  subject 
ofthe  present  memoir,  without  pouring  forth  to  his 
Dever*fading  merit  the  warmest  effusion  of  a  heart, 
which  is  indebted  to  him  for  a  thousand  emotbns 
that  no  other  actor  on  the  British  scene,  in  the  class  of 
those  emotions,  could  so  powerfully  excite*  His 
genius,  though  obvious  to  every  auditor,  is  difficult  of 
description.  It  was  not  the  afiectation  of  feeling:  it 
was  not  the  operation  of  an  artist.  The  cause  and 
the  effect  were  alike  the  work  of  nature— of  nature  in 
her  sweetest  and  most  captivating  simplicity.  The 
sorrow  which  he  communicated  to  the  bosom  of  an 
auditor,  was  secondary  to  what  melted  his  own :  the 
tears  which  he  brought  from  the  eyes  of  others  were 
but  counterparts  of  thosewhich  wetted  his  own  cheek* 
He  could  not  be  strictly  said  to  be  acting  a  part ;  be 
was  exhibiting  himself,  as  acted  upon^  under  different 
influences.  Every  body  around  him  seemed  more 
or  less  a  mechanic :  and  the  very  best  of  his  associates, 
while  engaged  with  him  in  tihe  same  scene,  and  who 
figured,  always  respectably,  sometimes  highly,  on 
other  occasions,  appeared  to  fade  away  in  his  presence, 
as  shadows  fleeting  from  the  sun.  His  superior  ge* 
nius,  the  genius  of  nature,  made  them  stand  awed 

aod 
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and  diminished    ////  they   rebuked  themselves:    for, 
amidst  all  this  display  of  genuine  sensibility,  Powell 
was  so  truly  the  friend  of  man^  that  his  bosom  was  too 
well  stored  with  every  sweet  and  amiable  quality  to 
inflict  a  voluntary  wound  on  any  one.    Every  endear* 
ing  power,  and  every  grace  of  nature,  was  so  entirely 
an  inmate  of  his  heart,  that  there  wasno  room  left  in  it 
for  the  base  idea  of  envy,  or  of  strife ;   and  the  sen- 
sibility above-mentioned, was  so  absolutely  the  effect 
of  unsophisticated  feeling,  that  the  writer  of  this  article 
has  seen  it  excited almostbeyond  bearing,  whenPowell, 
as  an  auditor,  ba^  heard  much  inferior  performers  de* 
liver  those  sentiments  lamely,  which  that  heaven- 
born*  actor  could  so  much  more  touchingly  have  ex* 
pressed.     But  how,  indeed,  should  it  be  otherwise  ? 
the  melodious  sounds  which  poured  from  his  lips, 
the  soft  lustre  which  beamed,  in  gentle  radiance,  from 
his  eyes,  the  impassioned  glow,  which,  in  describing 
the  power  of  a  generous  action,  burned  on  his  cheek; 
and  the  indignant  terrors  which  agitated  bis  frame, 
and  trembled  in  his  tones,  while  marking  his  scorn  of 
a  villain,   were  not  in  him,  as  in  most  other  perfor- 
mers, the  laborious  effect  of  long  training  for  a  part ; 
he  was  not  an  actor  made  up  to  last  for  that  night 
only,  out  of  the  shreds  and  patches  of  numberless 
bungling  copies  of  bad  originals — here  a  scrap  of  one, 
there  of  another;  the  stride  of  this,  the  stare  of  that, 
the  stamp  of  a  third,  and  the  nK>uthing  of  a  fourth ; 
to  all  of  which  characteristics  we  could  afiix  appropri- 
ate names,  in  the  lists  of  a  new  school  as  well  as  the 
old,  were  it  not  invidious.    At  once  the  child  and  the 
1802-3.  T  favourite 
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favourite  of  nature,  and  blessed  with  all  the  happiest 
lineaments  and  attributes  of  his  parent,  the ^^r^jwi  hact 
but  to  offer  itself  to  this  herdarling  son,  and  the  divine 
mother  appeared  to  look,  move  and  charm  through 
bis  organ.     His  sweet  and  amiable  disposition,  the 
unfailing  integrity  of  his   friendship,   his  assuasive 
manners,  the  unaffected  purity  of  his  honesty,  and 
the  simplicity  of  his  affectionate  heart;  bis  disdain 
of  every  thing  base,  his  enthusiasm  of  every  thing 
noble,  constituted  his  own  character:  to  these  inte- 
rior qualifications  were  added  a  most  touching  coun- 
tenance, a  gentle  deportment,  a  melodious  voice,  and 
a  look  full  of  tenderness,  and  love,  and  truth,  and 
honour.     Is  it,  therefore,  to  be  wondered  at,  that,  in 
performing  any  character  which  assimilated  to  these, 
hrc  moved,  engiiged  and  cnraptared  the  heart,  beyond 
any  other  actor  upon  the  stage?  How  should  it  be 
otherwise,  wheft  a  man  acts  from  himself?  Powell 
might  be  said,  in  the  language  of  the  theatre,  to  he  his 
cwn  double.     It  was  at  one  and  the  same  time  Jaffief 
and  Powell,  Powell  and  Philaster,  Horrcywood,  in  the 
Good-natured  Man,  and  Powell.    In  short,  wherever 
the  faithful  friend,  the  tender  lover,  the  affectionate 
father,  the  obedient  child,  or  the  sympathizing  phi* 
knthroprst,  virerc  to  be  represented,  he  had  but  to 
resort  to  appropriate  sentiments  in  his  own  bosom, 
and  to  describe  certahi  proportions  of  himself.    All 
were  but  yielding  to  the  impulses  as  irresistible  as 
unresisted,   of    tho    loving  kindness    that  wanted 
nothing  but  suitable  event  and  circumstance  to  be 
called  forth  from  his  own  feeling  heart!  Whenever 
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Pbwell  failed,  it  was  in  attempting  to  represented 

pei^on  utterly  unlike  himself;  and  bis  greatest  mis« 

t:arriage  was  in  parts  that  formed  no  feature  in  his  own 

character;  so  that  his  very  defects  as  an  hero  were 

so  many  proofs  of  his  excellencies  as  a  man.     Perhaps 

Mr.  Powell  mighty  in  9ome  respects^  be  considered 

as  both  an  exception  and  a  contrast  to  Mr.  Garrick* 

The  latter  held  it  as  a  principle,  that  the  perfection  of 

theatric  representation  was  to  deceive  the  audience 

into  feeling,  but  very  jarely  to  feel  oneVself;  and  that 

no  longer  than  while  an  actor  could  govern  his  own 

sensibility,  or  give  currency  to  the  art  which  passed 

as  such,  by  means  of  this  self-dominion,  or  by  skiU 

fully  counterfeiting  nature,  could  he  arbitrate  the 

lemotions  and  passions  of  his  hqarers — and  he  is  said 

to  have  formed  his  general  practice  on  this  precegt. 

In  a  mind  of  such  almcxst  universal  powers^  and  such 

"extraordinary  flexibility,    such  an   actor   might  do 

much;  but  we  should  suspect  that  he  violated  thp 

rale  by  the  example.    Perhaps,  Mr.  Garrick  was  the 

most  successful  when  he  forgot  all  laws  and  maxini3 

but  such  as  rose  spontaneously  out  of  that  grand  code, 

which,  written  in  our '  bosoms  by  the  Great  Legis* 

lator,  bids  us  smile  with  those  that  rejoice,  and  weep 

with  those  who  weep.     Be  this  as  it  may,  nothing 

was  elaborated  in  the  genius  of  Powell;  and  if  the 

first  display  of  consummate  art  in  Garrick  astonished. 

Jl/r  first  audience  in  Goodman'&4ields,  in  imitating  the 

hypocrisy  and  ambition  of  Richard;  benign  exhibitions 

of  nature  w«re  productive  of  equal  effect  on,  and 

more  heartfelt  delight  to,  the  first  auditors  of  Powell, 
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vci  the  interestmg  aitd  atniable  Philaster  Yet  wc 
bj  no  means  desire  to  run  these  two  great  pillars  of 
Ihe  English  stage  into  parallels.  The  powers  of  the 
one,  though  exquisite,  were  limited ;  the  talents  of 
the  other  were  almost  unbounded:  the  lustre  of 
towell  13  to  be  gathered  from  parts;  thatof  Garrick 
from  nearly  a  universal  radiance.  The  first  may  be 
fcbnsidcrcd — if,  wkli  feelihgs  of  reverence  wc  naay  be 
permitted  to  centre  things  buman  and  divine— as 
ieveral  of  the  smaller  but  most  brilliant  stars,  collected 
into  a  constellation,  irradiating,  and  filling  the  scene 
Vith  bbams  of  the  most  touching  and  tender  kind: 
the  last,  as  extitiguishitig  &U  his  spots  iu  the  intensity 
of  his  splendour,  and  spreading  the  light  and  health 
bf  a  majestic  genius  over  the  whole  expanse  of  the 
ibeatrid^  hemisphere. 

Such  were  the  powerful  cotwrnns  which  Mr.  Harris 
added  to  the  ediSce  of  his  theatrical  property :  and  be 
continued  to  give  strength  to  the  foundation  and  beauty 
to  the  superstructure  Ibr  a  considerable  period  r  yet, 
sometimes,  when  they  are  fbrmed  of  the  best  hearts  and 
TTiost  able  heads,  they  weaken  the  bwlding  they  were 
intended  to  cement  and  sustain »  Partnership  in  wit,, 
"tnd  the  ingenious  arts,  is,  perhaps,  less  likely  than  any 
other  to  hold  long  together:  as  a  proof  of  which  it  is 
a  very  curious  fact^  that,  in  this  diffidence  of  his  own 
'  judgment,  and'thb  submission  to  the  apprehensions 
of  his  friends,  Mr.  Karris  nearly  iavulved  thie  ruin 
of  the  theatre;  and  although  few  peopte  could  write 
so  well  as  Colman,  or  perform  so  well  as  Powell,  and 
althpugh  Hutherford  and  Harris  were  alike  sensible 

of 
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of  the  claims  and  talents  of  both  these  coadjutors,  no 
brilliant  success  attended  the  house,  nor  could  any 
business  be  carried  on  with  that  prompt  decision,  or 
undivided  spirit,  necessary  Xo  great  designs  and  ade- 
quate exertion,  till  Mr.  Harris  had  bought  out  two  of 
bis  colleagues,  and  found  himself  in  the  free  and  un* 
controuled  exercise  of  his  own  excellent  judgment  in 
the  conduct  of  the  whole.  It  was  before  an  un weildy 
concern  under  the  influence  of  too  many  masters  $. 
and  the  heads  of  great  houses  are  seldom  in  such 
union,  as  to  produce  from  a  consent  in  the  parts  a 
completeness  in  the  whole.  Some  opposition  of  au« 
thority,  or  some  clash  of  interest  or  opinion,  is  con- 
stantly happening  to  clog  the  wheels  of  that  machine, 
which  should  always  be  kept  in  harmonious  move- 
ment.    It  was  now 

*«  A  mighty  maze,  but  not  without  a  plan." 

A  single  judgment,  and  that  sound,  was  now  alone  to 
be  consulted,  and  a  general  improvement  of  the 
drama,  with  a  mind  disposed  to  encourage  the  genius, 
which  he  had  the  acuteness  to  discover,  joined  to  an 
elegant  classical  taste,  and  a  most  liberal  disdain' of 
expence  on  every  public  occasion,  with  an  uncommon 
degree  of  readiness  and  activity  to  avail  himself  of 
local  as  well  as  permament  objects,  has  fully  shown 
bis  cpmpetency  to  the  undertaking.  By  these  meand 
he  has  not  only  gratified  the  taste  of  the  public,  but 
so  effectually,  and  invariably  secured  its  good  will, 
that  we  believe  not  a  single  riot  has  happened  at  his 
theatre,  from  his  first  taking  the  management  in  his 
own  hands,  tp  the  present  moment.    This  wise, 

T  3  manly. 
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manly,  and  respectable  conduct  has  not  only  secured 
him  the  steadfast  patronage  of  the  Sovereign,  bu^ 
being  joined  by  a  zealous  and  unshaken  loyalty,  ha» 
warmly  attached  his  Majesty  to  the  personal  interest 
of  Mr.  Harris,  and  which  has  proved  highly  advati-? 
tageous  to  the  property.  About  sixteen  years  ago, 
however,  he  judiciously  appointed  an  acting  manager, 
and  in  nominating  Mr.  Lewis  to  that  situation,  he 
relieved  himself  of  a  considerable  part  of  the  Herculean 
labour  be  had  so  long,  and  so  well  sustained.  By 
means  of  this  auxiliary,he  likewise  secured  one  of  tha 
most  able  performers  on  the  British  theatre,  and  the 
unvarying  attachment  of  a  most  worthy  man.  It  has 
been  erroneously  reported,  that  Mr.  Lewis  bad  pur- 
chased something  less  than  a  quarter  division  of  the 
theatre;  but  the  fact  is,  that  he  has  not  at  present 
any  part  of  the  property.  With  equal  fallacy  has  it 
been  represented,  that  Messrs.  Martindale  and  WbitCt 
who  married  the  daughters  of  Powell,  were  joint 
managers  and  proprietors ;  for  neither  of  tl^ose  gen-  . 
tlemen  have  any  manner  of  concern  in  the  direction^  ' 
nor  have  they  piore  ^han  one  quarter  s^areoftbq 
property. 

It  is  impossible  for  any  man  to  have  been  more; 
diligent  to  ^'oo  the  favour  of  the  town  than  Mr.  Har- 
ris. The  combined  powers  of  novelty  and  attention, 
and  every  popular  engine  have  been  put  into  motion 
to  accomplish  his  great  object  the  amusement  of 
the  public :  in  return  of  which^  as  a  convincing  proof 
that  he  did  not  woo  in  vain,  it  is  innpossible  for  any 
manager  to  have  been  more  liberally  rewarded.  In- 
dulgence 
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4u1gencc  acts  upon  a  generous  mind  only  as  a  stimu* 
lus:  within  the  past  twelve  months,  reckoning  from 
the  close  of  the  season  preceding  the  last,  without 
taking  the  present  into  consideration,  no  less  than 
£ve-3nd-twen;ty  new  performers  were  introdiiced  oa 
the  boards  of  Covcnt- garden  theatr-e,  and  fourteen 
dramatic  pieces  were  in  the  same  space  of  time 
brought  before  the  curtain.  Thus  it  was,  that  the  pro- 
prietons  and  the  public  maintained  a  kind  of  honours- 
able  and  friendly  equipoise :  and^ach  might  be  said, 
-'*  to  be  at  once  indebted  and  discharged."  Hence 
it  is  considered y  that  from  the  constant  encreasing 
success,  and  from  Mr.  Harris's  having  invariably  ex- 
pended a^reat  part  of  the  profit  in  the  enlargement 
and  improvement  of  his  theatre,  that  the  property  is 
now  of  treble  ,the  value  of  the  original  purchase  :  and 
certainly  the  public  in  general,  as  well  as  the  other 
proprietors  in  particular,  are  indebted  to  his  skill, 
activity,  address,  and  spirited  liberality,  for  these  seve- 
ral advantages.  Nor  is  he  less  diligent  or  judicious 
in  the  selection  of  his  performers ;  who  are,  in  gene- 
jraU  not  only  worthy  of  the  place  in  which  they  act, 
but  of  the  poets  whose  writings  they  personify,  and 
of  the  audiences,  who  are  not  more  ready  to  allow 
merit  than  to  reward  it. 

It  would  be  cpl^enag  too  wide  a  field,  to  go^  at 
lengthy  Hito  the  juvenile  history  of  the  temporary  con- 
fie^ipns  of  almost  any  young  man  placed  in  the  pre- 
dicament of  Mr.  Harris.  Gay,  animated,  interesting, 
and  amiable,  it  would  be  next  to  a  miracle,  that  a 
stripling,  with  power  and  property  at  command,  and 
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thrown  upon  him/elf y  should,  so  far  as  regards  those 
unfixed  inclinations  that  float  on  the  surface  of  the 
character,  in  youth's  hey-d9y,be  found  averse  to  some 
of  the  imprudences  to  which  such  qualities  incite, 
even  if  they  do  not  impel  the  youthful  heart;  nor 
will  it  be  expected,  even  by  the  most  rigorous,  that, 
exposed  to  almoft  incalculable  temptations,  such  a 
heart  should  have  remained  impregnable,  or  invuK 
rerable.  The  combined  powers  of  beauty,  wit,  and 
pleasure,  are  all  in  arms  againfl  a  young,  and  indeed, 
an  old  man's  correctness,  in  such  a  situation,  an4 
form^  altogether,  a  phalanx  which 

**  Scarce  the  firm  philosopher  can  scora.'* 

Mod  young  men  meet  with  the  trials  of  Hercules ; 
but  few,  in  the  moments  of  temptation,  are  governed 
by  his  choice ;  yet,  it  fliould  be  remembered,  that  the 
son  of  Alcides  himself,  when  assailed  by  the  contends 
ing  goddefles,  was  long  in  dubious  balance  between 
them  :  and  thaf,  although  he  decided  at  lafl  in  fa* 
vour  of  virtue,  the  allurements  of  pleasure  were  not 
resisted  without  many  efforts,  whiph  demanded  all  the 
llrength  and  energy  that  the  fable  gives  to  the  mind 
and  person  of  this  young  hero. 

\*  Much  did  the  view  divide  his  wavering  mind : 

"  Ndxy  ^w'ij  his  breast  with  generous  thirst  of  feme ; 

M  Now  love  of  ease  to  8ofte^  thoughts  incUn'd 

**'  His  yielding  soul,  and  quenched  the  risii^  flame  ;'* 

If  then  the  hero  of  our  immediate  narrative,  amidft 
t  hundred  aflailing  goddefles,  thus  assembled  as  it 
were  in  battle  array  before  him,  and  in  what  has  been 
deemed  ibeir  theatre  of  pleasure,  and  always  abound-^ 
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in^,  wc  fear,  with  some  of  her  votaries  ;  if  we  say,  that 
though  not  altogether  unsubdued,  he  did  not  suffer 
any  dishonourable  mark  to  faden,  like  the  hand* 
iKmting  upon  the  wall,  a  iligma  on  his  character ; 
if  his  conduct  did  not  leave  any  ignominious  scar,  he 
has  more  to  boaft  than  thousands  who  have  been  en* 
vironed  by  far  less  difficulty  and  danger.  Neither 
envy  nor  malice — though  both  are  always  at  work  on 
public  characters,  and  often  most  virulently  on  the 
most  worthy — have  been  able  to  fix  any  indelible 
stain  on  that  part  of  Mr.  Harris's  life,  which  the 
historian  who  has  any  candour  always  feels  the  most 
repugnance  to  imprint  on  his  page.  Nor,  indeed, 
will  such  historians  delight  to  dwell  on  what  is  pro- 
bably more  regretted  in  mature  life,  by  the  aggressors 
themselves,  than  by  either  their  friends  or  their  ene* 
roles.  A  generous  biographer,  having  pointed  out 
to  his  readers  the  foibles,  whether  of  youth  or  age, 
and  marked  them  as  exceptionable  and  indefensible, 
will  be  contented  with  having  so  discharged  his  duty, 
and  of  letting  a  record  of  them  remain  as  a  warning 
to  others,  who  may  be  involved  in  -equal  perils, 
whether  from  the  internal  tenderness  of  their  own 
hearts,  or  from  external  circumstances:  after  which 
he  will  hasten  to  those  parts  of  character,  which 
confer  more  honour  and  happiness  on  the  individual, 
and  are  of  more  importance,  in  the  way  of  emula- 
tive example,  to  society.  If  he  knows  how  to  judge 
others  by  himself,  he  will  feel  even  relieved  from  the 
weight  which  ever  hangs  upon  an  ingenuous  heart 
while  detained  by  thi^most  irksome  parts  of  the  his- 
torical 


f  orical  office.  He  will  pass  oti>  witb  a  freshness  and 
jrenovation  of  spirit,  to  enumerate  and  display  those 
persons  and  things,  wbiph  unite  happy  talents  with  a 
right  application  pf  them ;  and  which  at  once  chasten 
and  harmonize  the  too  often  jarring  powers  of  love, 
friendship,  industry,  and  genius,  with  honour,  health, 
fame  and  felicity.  For  a  very  long  series  of  years 
Mr.  Harris  has  been  engaged  in  a  delightful  roun4 
of  domestic  and  social  affections.  The  first  dass^ 
always  the  most  near  and  dear  to  a  man,  have  blessed 
him  both  as  a  husband  and  a  father ;  and  the  last  have 
associated  him  iq  the  bond$  of  frieqdship  with  many 
of  the  pcet  and  greatest  ornaments  of  their  country. 
We  cannot  mention  the  home-felt  comfprt^  which 
Mr.  Harris  enjoys  in  his  own  family,  without  paying 
a  brief  but  zealous  tribute  to  thp  principal  source 
from  whence  they  arc  derived.  The  ^marriagp  of 
Mr.  Harris  with  Miss  Newton^  h^  realized,  if, 
]S  said^  Thomson^s  fascinating  description  of  do- 
mestic felicity.  The  general  report  of  this  lady,  re- 
ceived from  the  best  and  inost  unequivocal  author 
rity,  in  what  respects  the  discharge  of  her  relative 
duties,  and  the  particular  record  of  her  many  amiably 
and  attaching  qualities,  made  to  the  author  of  this 
article,  by  a  friend  *f  novy  to  the  dust  gone  down,*' 
constitute  a  most  inestimable  character. 

*  *  •  • 

**  If  there  ever  lived  a  woman," — said  the  deceased  friend  alluded 
to»  and  who  spake  on  the  daily-collected  testimony  of  many  years^r 
**  if  there  ever  lived  a  woman,  who,  to  softness  of  roannerd,  and 
*•  gentleness  of  heart,  united  power  of  understanding  and  energy 
**  of  mind  :  with  qualities  to  create  love,  to  secure  friendship,  and 
"  to  fix  the  principles  of  both  in  dispositions  less  steady,  perhaps, 

«« than 


^^  than  her  own;  and  if  there  ever  was  a  female  qualified  for 
**  performing  the  strongest  as  well  as  the  tenderest  domestic  rela« 
**  tions,  and  while  others  might  change,  remain  herself  the  same, 
•*  I  do  verily' believe  Mrs.  Harris  to  be  that  woman." 

With  respeiSl  to  the  friendfhips  of  Mr.  Harris,  it 
may  naturally  be  supposed,  that  a  comparatively  long 
life,  passed  in  the  centre  of  a  vaft  metropolis,  and  at 
the  head  of  one  of  its  moft  elegant  and  rational  amuse* 
ments,  which  he  ftill  condudls  with  a  spirit  of  perse- 
verance that  forms  a  remarkable  trait  in  his  character, 
mud  have  mixt  him  with  all  ranks  and  orders  of  so- 
ciety ;  and  that,  possessing  powers  both  of  conversa- 
tion and  argument,  his  company  has  been  much  co- 
veted, as  well  by  the  lively  as  the  profound,  the  grave 
as  the  gay.     To  select,  from  the  long  lift  of  his  con- 
temporaries, such  only  as  were,  or  are,  remarkable  for 
their  wit  or  their  wisdom,  their  private  integrity  or 
their  public  services,  or,  for  a  happy  mixture  of  all 
these,  would  afford  a  gratifying  pleasure  to  the  author 
of  this  memoir,. as  well  as  to  the  public ;  since  it  would 
exhibit  a  hiftory  of  the  theatre  and  drama,  of  the.poets 
and  performers  who  have  sustained,  and  the  patrons 
who  have  promoted  them  ;  blended  with  the  moft 
remarkable  characters  that  have  Bgured  on  his  own 
stage,  or  on  the  stage  of  the  world,  for  the  past  thirty 
years.     And  without  borrowing  a  single  anecdote  or 
reflection  from  any  former  biographer  in  this^nemoir- 
loving  age,  we  have  not  a  doubt  but  that  such  a  nar- 
rative might  be  rendered  sufficiently  original,  curious 
.  and  intercfting.     This  pleasure  being  denied  us,  we 
can  at  present  only  mention  slightly  a  very  few  cir- 
cumstances and  personages. 
'      .  It 


It  would  be  great  negligence  to  omit  observing, 
that  to  the  early  intimacy  of  Mr.  Harris  with  Mr. 
Sheridan,  the  public  is  indebted^  indirect]y3  for  the 
dramatic  entertainment  it  has  derived  from  the  pen  of 
the  last-named  highly-gifted  being ;  since  it  was  to 
Mr.  Harrises  intreaty  that  Mr.  Sheridan  first  turned  his 
richly-stored  mind  to  the  theatre;  with  what  effect  is 
universally  known. 

These  two  gentlemen,  in  the  progress  of  their 
connexion  with  each  other,    attempted  to  put  the 
theatres  of  Drury-lane  and  Covent-garden*  upon  a 
plan  of  amity.    They  thought  it  no  way  necessary, 
either  to  their  private  interest,  or  to  public  amuse« 
ment^  that  the  ancient  system  of  jealousy  and  hosti-^ 
lity  should  any  longer  prevail ;  but  that  a  friendly 
intercourse  of  generous  emulation  and  friendly  as« 
sistance,  correspondent  with  the  sentiment  of  good^ 
will  in  their  own  hearts,  might  be  eftablifhed.     Ac* 
cordingly,  they  arranged  with  their  respective  part? 
ners,  for  their  mutual  and  joint  interest.     They  pur* 
chased  the  opera-house  also  conjointly,  by  which 
union  their  property  as  well  as  their  persons  appearedj 
for  a  considerable  time,  inseparable. 

The  mighty  and  almoil  unbounded  powers  of  She* 
ridan,  however,  could  not  long  be  confined  to 
theatres :  the  sphere  of  the  drama,  although  he  was 
confessed  to  be,  even  in  the  dawn  of  his  radiance, 
and  although  he  still  continues,  modernly  speakingi 
its  most  brilliant  orb,  seemed  too  narrow  for  the  dis- 
play of  his  genius:  yet,  certainly,  it  is  "devoutly  to 
be  wished^'  he  could  have  been  persuaded  to  have 

shared 
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sbared  the  senate  with  the  stage ;  at  least,  that  if  one 
possessed,  by  &vour,  his  deeper  contemplation,  the 
other  might  have  been  ranked  in  the  list  of  bis  more 
frequent  amusements.  The  writer  of  this  article  has 
mttentively  watched  his  entrance  into  public  life^ 
and,  step  by  step,  attended  bis  progress  both  as  a 
poet  and  politician.  In  each  of  those  characters  his 
admiration  of  talents 

•*  Equal  to  both,  and  arm'd  for  cither  ficld,*^ 

has  followed .  bis  escertions  :  but  the  biographer  of 
Mr.  Harris" win  reckon  it  riot  amongst  tBe  least  of  the 
blessingsofpeace^ifin  that  pause  of  politics — tbatdeep^ 
and^  it  is  to  be  hoped,  very  long  recess  of  parliamen- 
tary duty — ^hic^  the  late  pacific  treaty  allows,*  Mr. 
S.  should  be  prompted  again  to  woo  the  muses,  who 
will'  be  sure  to  grant  his  suit;  and  that  he  may  once 
more  be  induced,  since  he  will  now  have  the  oppor- 
tunity-^he  has  long  had  the  power-—) 

**  To  bkt  the  reign  commence 

"  Of  fescuedNature,  and  reviving  Sense ; 

«  To  chase  the  charms  of  sound,  the  pomps  of  show, 

«<  For  useful  mirth  and  salutary  \voe : 

'*  Bid  senic  virtue  form  the  rising  age» 

**  And  truth  diffuse  her  radiance  from  the  stage." 

*  A  modern  author,  describing  the  present  state  of  the  theatres, 
has  given  the  following  severe  bnt  true  receipt  to  make  a  modem 
comedy ;  and  &t  the  cloae  of  his  recipe,  he  pays  a  just. compliment 
to  the  genius,  whik  he  inckidcs  as  just  a  complaint  on  the  dcser* 
ti<Mi  of  Sheridan,  line  passage  is  extremely  appropriate  to  what 
has  already  been  said  of  that  gentleman.  After  the  author  of  the 
Gleanings  has  advised  the  dramatist  to  give  his  hero 

"  All  the  bully  air, 

**  Ctoud^ck  on  trick,  and  let  him  boldly  suear ; 

••But 


The  pdrt  which  Mr.  Sb^nBari  took  in  fiolitica 
caused  a  total  separation  of  interests,  and  in  some 
measure  of  intimacy  between -him  and  Mr.  Harris; 
but  not  so  of  their  friendship ;  their  mutual  inter*^ 
ebange  of  good  offices,  both  in  and  out  of  their 
theatres,  reflects  equal  honour  on  both. 

Mr.  Harria  also  maintained,  for  five  and  twenty 
years,  the  strictest  friendship,  atid  almost  constant 
intercourse  with  Macklin :  and  was,  perbaps,  the 
only  man  with  whom  that  father  of  the  modern  stage 
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••  But  above  all,  remember  to  surprize^ 
,     ••  For  chiefly  there  the  art  of  Writing  1«8 1 

**  With  more  than  hotos  pocus  make  each  scelife* 

'*  Like  juggler's  ball,  to  hold  «  cheat  within } 

'*  To  let  his  hero  overset  the  table, 

**  As  that  gives  zest  and  spirit  to  his  fable  : 

•*  Toss  down  the  tea-board,  smash  or  force  a  door, 

**  Rare  jokes !  that  set  the  play-hoose  in  a  roar^ 

**  Inverting  good  old  plans  once  deem'd  so  wise, 

*'  And  laagh  to  scorn  if  he  would  win  the  prises 

'*  Since  he*s  now  thought  the  most  divet ting  creattire^ 

**  Who  writes,  and  acts— blest  times  l-*-most  out  of  nature* 

**  And  is  this  fitting  ?  while  a  bard  yet  lives, 

**  To  whom  her  richest  stores  wronged  Nature  gives ; 

**  Whose  magic  powers  these  tricksters  could  defeat, 

**  And  instant  drive  them  from  the  realms  of  wit: 

**  Who,  with  the  slightest  waving  of  his  wand, 

**  Could  re-enthrone  the  drama's  rightful  band! 

*'  O!  would  he  prove  again  that  draraa^s  friend, 

**  Soon  would  the  reign  of  merry^indKws  end. ' 

**  But  still  the  patriot  veils  the  {loec's  charms, 

**  And  •  love  assists  to  steal  him  from  her  arms* 

*  Mr.  Sheridan  had  recently  rcceiv^  the  hand  of  bis  second  Lady,  wbe» 
these  verses  were  wrltt^ 

never 


tiever  had  a  quarrel.     But  so  much  has  been  said  of 
this  veteran  writer  and  performer^  in  most  of  the  late 
periodical  works^  that  the  public  may,  perhaps^  have 
already  been  tempted  to  exclaim,  ^'  somethi'ng  too^ 
much  of  this.'*    We  shall  therefore  only  observe  of 
bis  character,  generally,  that  he  wad  a  man  as  athletic 
and  muscular  in  the  strength  of  his  mind  as  in  the 
eonstruction  of  his  body  ;  that  his  conceptions^  and 
delivery  of  them  in  expression,  were  always  in  the 
extremes  of  right  and  wrong ;  that  his  energies  were 
not  more  accurate  than  powerful ;  his  qualities  not 
more  active  tjian  profound  ;  that  he  was  persevering 
almost  to  an   unparalelled  excess,  in  the  pursuit  uf 
good  and  of  evil ;  and  that,  although  bitter  in  his 
enmities,  he  was  warm  in  his  friendships.     He  felt 
no  *^  cold  medium*'  in  either ;  *  yet,  partly  from   a 
knowledge  of  the  practice  of  the  world,  and  partly 
fromi  asperity  of  temper,  he  was  ever  too  suspicious 
of  the  motives  of  those  about  him.     It  is  for  ever  to 
be  remembered,  to  the  honour  x)f  Mr.  Harris,  that,  in 
conjunction  with  his  friend  Mr.  Palmer,  the  present 
representative  of  the  city  of  Bath,  he  set  on  foot  the 
subscription  that  made  the  latter  days  of  this  extra^ 
ordinary  man  easy,  and  also  provided  for  bis  widow, 
who  is  still  living. 

We  regret  that  we  have  scarce  left  ourselves  room 
even  to  mention  the  well-known  friend  of  Mr.  Harris, 
Mr.  Dives,  who,  upon  great  as  well  as  small  occasions, 
discovers  toward  the  denizens  of  his  bosom  the  good- 
ness and  the  warmth  of  his  heart ;  which  though  aU 
ways  hot,  and  flaming  as  a  meteor,  is  clear  and  steady 
as  a  fixed  star.    He  has  somewhat  of  a  rough  husk 
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nbout  hiai,  to  be  stare,  but  the  keroel  of  his  character 
18  admirably  sweet  and  ^sound. 

In  the  early  part  of  Mr,  Harris's  life  his  perEon 
was  extremely  elegant;  but  it  always   discovered 
more  delicacy  than  strength  :  his  features  were  soft 
and  engaging,  and  his  address  peculiarly  gentle  yet 
spirited.    His  £gure  is  still  very  interesting :  and  he 
is  in  the  possession  of  good  general  health ;  though^ 
of  late  years^  he  has  suffered  much  from  a  pulmonary 
cootplaint^  that  appears  to  have  affected  bis  lungs, 
and  which  has  sunk  an  animated  and  lively  tone  of 
voice  to  a  low  whisper;  and  that  not  always  given 
without  seeming  to  be  elaborated.    But  all  his  social 
habitudes,  and  bis  active  pursuits,  are  still  enjoyed^ 
with  little  abatement  either  of  pleasure  or  applica- 
tion.  Amongst  the  latter,  his  love  of  6eld- sports  and 
exercise  is  still  pre-*eminent,and  he  adjoins  to  these, ac-« 
cording  to  the  mode— ought  we  not  to  say  the  affecta- 
tion of  the  times— something  of  the  scientific  and  prsc* 
tical  farmer.    Thus,  however,  are  the  means  of  health 
and  pleasure  blended  with  wholesome  occupation ;  and 
thus  he  provides  employments  to  diversify  those  hours 
which  are  devoted  to  that  occasional  retirement,  so 
desirable  to  those,  whose  life  has  once  passed  its 
meridian  ; — employments  best  calculated  to  render 
awect  and  respectable  the  decline  of  our  days;  and 
if  9ome  little  variety  attaches  to  these  agricultural 
pursuits,  which  though  seldom  productive  to  geo- 
tlemen  •  farmers,  are  commonly   innocent,   as    not 
being  unwieldy  enough  to  deal  the  destructions  of 
monopoly  through  the  fields  they  cultivate^  and^ 
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tlierefbre,  form  an  agreeable  contrast  to  the  avocations 
of  a  theatre.  In  this  point  of  view  they  are  not  only  to 
be  ranked  amongst  ^^  those  painted  clouds  that  beau« 
tify  our  days,"^  but  prove  a  celebrated  assertion  of  the 
same  poet,  who  asserts,  that  **  vanity  is  given  in  vain." 

The  image  of  this  gentleman's  mind  may  be  coU 
lected  separably  from  the  different  facts  which  have 
been  given  of  him  in  the  course  of  this  memoir.  It 
is  a  mind  at  once  adventurous  and  circumspect,  capan 
ble  of  the  depths  of  thought,  yet  often  delighting  to 
sport  on  the  surface.  By  a  union  of  powers,  illustra*^ 
tive  of  this  position,  it  has  been  seen,  that  while  in 
extreme  youth  he  conceived  and  executed  the  most 
hazardous  plans,  he  indulged  a  gay  festivity  and  fond 
enthusiasm  ;  and  in  the  warmest  glow  of  these,  and 
of  passions  that*  too  often  relax  or  melt  away  the 
principles,  an  uudeviating  integrity  insured  him  the 
most  implicit  confidence  in  men  even  of  colder  tern* 
pers.  In  truth,  it  was  soon  discovered,  that,  in  the 
most  apparently  rash  undertakings,  the  soundness  of 
bis  bead,  and  the  probity  of  his  heart,  were  to  be 
relied  upon  and  trusted.  Hence  his  power  over  the 
feelings  and  fortunes  of  bis  friends  was,  in  a  manner 
unlimited  ;  a  distinction,  possessed  by  few  who  en- 
gaged in  a  scheme,  the  very  nature  of  which  has  been 
thought  to  give  a  visionary  and  ramantic  turn  to  the 
projector ;  and  to  incur  the  stigma  of  a  character 
desultory  and  pleasing,  but  perilous. 

It  is  to  this  long  established,  universal  integrity^ 
that  has  insured  him  not  only  the  confidence  of  his 
private  friends,  but  that  of  the  public ;  who^  from 
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long  experience  of  his  obedience  to  their  wishes  and 
devotion  to  their  entertainment,  as  well  as  the  con- 
viction of  his  having  (to  gain  these  ends)  often  ex^ 
pended  more  than  could  b«  afibrded^  that  .they  have 
promoted  bis  interest  by  a  sacrifice  of  their  own  con* 
venience^to  prevent  bisbecoa>ingtob  much  the  victim. 
A  remarkable  instance  of  this,  is  his  having  been 
able  to  raise  the  prices  of  admission ;  than  which 
measure^  there  could  not  possibly  have  been  a  more 
striking  proof  of  the  firmest  attachment  of  his  friends, 
»nd  of  the  general  hearty  good- will  of  the  public. 
.  Amongst  the  more  stern  parts  of  Mr«  Harris's 
character,  an  unforgiving  inflexibility  of  resentment 
has  been  thought  to  form  a  prominent  feature ;  but 
k  has  been  very  strongly  insisted  upon  by  those  who 
have  had  the  most  frequent  opportunities  of  knowing 
the  real  qualities  of  his  heart,  that,  though  he  re« 
sents,  perhaps,  too  deeply  a  meditated  injury,  or  one 
presumed  to  be  such,  there  is  nothing  of  implacability 
in  his  disposition.  On  the  contrary,  it  is  aflerted 
that  he  can  not  only  forgive,  but,  when  he  hat  for* 
given,  enemy  or  friend,  few  men  can  so  entirely 
eradicate  from  the  mind  all  feeling  and  ii^emory  of 
the  circumstances  that  produced  the  estrangement. 
•  The  instances  in  proof  of  this  arc  upon  record,  and 
tofiiciently  various,  not  only  in  the  progress  of  his 
private  but  public  life.  With  regard  to  the  latter,  it 
is  next  to  an  impossibility,  that  a  man  in  the  predica- 
ment of  Mr.  Harris,  who  has  not  only  actors  and 
isuthors — alike  irritable  and  tenacious — but  the  great 
town  itself  to  consult^  to  appease,  to  conciliate,  and  to 
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gratify,  should  hive  many  encounters  and  may  oppo<»' 
sttions.  Some  of  these,  even  of  an  early  date,  must  still 
be  in thegeneral  recollection ;  but  to  enter  into  anyde« 
taila  of^hat  is  long  since  forgiven,  would  be  as  invidi^ 
ous  as  unnecessary.  Garrickand  he,  in  the  early  part  of 
their  acquaintance,  were  very  shy  of  eachother,  but  they 
soon  grew  intimate  and  a  lasting  friendship  followed* 
The  particulars  of  the  long  scries  of  conflicts  that  sub-s 
sisted  betwixt  Mr.  Colman  and  Mr.  Harris,  would  be 
brought  back  to  the  reader's  memory  with  still  less 
satisfaction.  Be  it  sufficient  to  note,  that  all  ani« 
mosity  was  fully  done  away  three  years  previous  to  the 
first  mentioned  gentleman's  quitting  the  property,and 
friendship  re-established  between  them  to  his  decease^ 
and  since  continued  with  the  younger  Colman.  Dis« 
pu1;es  once  ended,  no  enmity  remains  with  him. 

It  is  not  without  sincere  concern,  that  the  duty  of 
biography — which,  whether  limited  to  the  compass 
of  a  few  pages,  or  expanded  into  bulky  volumes,  is 
precisely  the  same — renders  it  necessary  to  mention  a 
more  recent,  and,  as  it  might  have  turned  out,  a  more 
fatal  contention :  and  the  same  duty  impels  Qs  to 
^  observe,  that  Mr.  JHarris  never  appeared  to  have  been 
more  successful,  nor  to  have  had  more  justice  in  the 
cause,  or  judgment  in  the  conduct  of  it,  than  in  his 
late  dispute  with  some  of  the  principal  performers  of 
Covent-garden  theatre. 

Either  at  the  public  investigation  of  the  merits  of 
this  cause,  or  in  some  printed  criticism  since,  sev^eral 
observations  were  made^  the  spirit  of  which,  though 
not  perhaps  the  precise  letter,  fix  in  our  memory. 
It 'was  there  remarked^  that  that  the  pqoprietor  of  the 
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theatre  has  certainly  a  right  to  withhold  his  coai>« 
tenancc  from   the   insurgent   performers,   till  they 
assure  him  that  their  conspiracy  is  at  an  end.    It 
is  also  evident,  that  the  government  of  the  theatre 
must  reside  in  the  hands  of  the  proprietors,  and  not 
in  those  ofthe  actors,  who  are  bound  by  their  articles; 
and  in  every  case  of  real  grievance  they  have  no  right 
to  assemble  as  a  faction,  but  ought  to  apply  separately 
for  that  redress  which  it  is  the  interest  of  their  em- 
ployer to  impart.     And  it  was  further  observed,  that 
the  idea  of  the  performers  having  a  right  to  enjoy 
their  own  cast  of  characters  for  ever,  is  absurd  in 
itself,  and  might  be  productive  ofthe  deepest  injury 
to  a  theatre.     Upon  this  principle,  there  would  be  an 
end  to  emulation,  and  rising  genius  would  have  no 
hope  for  encouragement  and  success, 
.    The  reasoning  to  be  deduced  from  this,  cannot 
but  be  conclusive  :  it  is  manifest,  that  if  any  breacb- 
of  contract  takes  place  on  the  part  of  the  proprietor 
(though  no  such  thing  was  pretended,)  or  any  indi- 
ividual  performer,  it  is  the  duty  of  that  performer  to 
apply  individually  for  redress,  and  not  to  join  in  a 
conspiracy  to  disturb  the  theatre.    The  proprietor, 
on  any  just  ground  of  complaint  against  a  performer, 
rwould  certainly  not  appeal  to  the  body  of  actors  at 
large,  but  to  the  individual  who  trespassed  against  the 
terms  of  his  articles,  and  the  interests  of  the  property. 
There  is  nothing  more  obvious,  that  it  cannot  be 
good  policy  in  the  proprietors  to  lessen  the  credit  of 
the  performers :  but,  on  the  contrary,  it  must  ob- 
viously be  the  interest  of  the  former  to  increase,  a* 
inuch  as  possible,,  the  attraction  ofthe  actors,  and  to 


place,  in  4he  most  advantageous  light,  -the  tiilent^ 
tbey  possess. 

The  ambition,  the  jealousy,  the  spleen,  and  the 
rapacity  that  are 'to  be  found  in  all  classes  of  men^ 
are,  unhappily,  too  often  prevalent  in  the  theatrical 
world ;  and  the  difficulty  of  obviating  the  eviU 
arising  from  all  these  restless  propcjisities,  renders  the 
duties  of  a  manager  painful  and  irksome  in  the  execu-* 
tion.  If  the  theatre  affords  profits  at  one  period,  it  is 
subject  to  a  constant  risque,and  to  vast  disbursements. 
The  profits  of  an  actor  are  not  casual,  with  respect  to 
his  salary;  and  if  he  possesses  distinguished  merit*  in 
bis  profession,  he  may  generally  look  with  confidence 
to  public  liberality  on  his  benefit :  but  the  theatre 
must  take  its  chance,  and  submit  to  all  the  variations 
of  popular  taste,  and  strive  to  maintain  its  ground 
amidst  rival  amuscmen^Sj  by  an  unwearied  pursuit  of 
novelty,  and  a  continual  expence  to.  render  that  no** 
Yclty  attractive. 

But  the  majority  of  those  very  performers  have, 
avowedly, strengthened  this  opinion  bytheir  own:  and 
what  is  yet  more  cogent  than  any  opinion — by  their 
candid  and  manly  advances  to  re-union  :  advances,- 
which  have  been  accepted  with  an  alacrity  that  does! 
honour  tp  both  parties. 

As  a  sinrcrc  lover  of  the  drama,  and  bearing  a  cor- 
dial good  will  towards  those  generally,  who  adorn  and 
represent  it,  as  well  as  feeling  a  just  admiration  of  the 
high  public  claims  of  the  particular  actors,  who, 
thinking  thejusclves  aggrieved,  stood  forward,  the 
writer  of  this  article  most  heartily  rejoices,  and  his 
readers,  will  rejoice  with  him,  that  all  mistakes  are  at 
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length  cleared  away,  and  all  amities  re-established 
amongst  them  ;  and  in  the  close  of  this  memoir  be 
cannot  but  breathe  a  sincere  hope,  that  the  result 
of  the  theatrical,  like  that  of  the  national  union, — and 
Indeed,  like  the  friendly  compacts  at  present  subsist- 
ing in  distant  parts  of  the  world, — may  be  a  fair  and 
feqwal  division,  and  interchange  of  private  emolument, 
public  honour,  and  every  other  beatitude  of  peace. 


MR.  CHRISTOPHER  ANSTEY. 

In  the  introduction  of  this  excellent  and  original 
writer  to  the  notice  of  our  readers,  we  bring  forward 
a  character  not  more  distinguished  by  the  eminence 
of  his  learning  and  talents,  than  by  the  goodness  of 
bis  heart. 

Mr.  Anstey  is  the  son  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  Anstey, 
of  Trompington,  in  Cambridgeshire.  Of  the  earlier 
part  of  his  education  we  have  no  particular  account; 
Dor  do  we  conceive  that  any  traits  of  brilliancy  ap- 
peared in  his  juvenile  years ;  at  least,  if  they  did,  the 
heads  of  the  university  at  Cambridge  were  not  saga- 
cious enough  to  discover  them  ;  for  it  appears  that 
he  acquired  no  honours,  or  classic  wreaths,  ^*  amidst 
the  cloister's  pale"  of  that  learned  seminary, 

**  Where,  studious  of  ease, 

<*  Seven  years  did  I  sleep,  and  then  lost  my  degrees.*' 

That  Mr.  Anstey,  however,  was  unquestionably 
well  grounded  in  Greek  and  Latin,  his  many  valuable 
publications  and  translations  from  both  those  lan- 
guages fully  demonstrate ;  and  as  he  soon  evinced  a 
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genius  of  a  very  superior  and  original  kind,  we  may 
conclude  that  our  student  did  not  think  himself  ^irly 
treated  by  those  great  dispensers  of  college  honours ; 
a  farther  proof  of  which  is,  that  he  never  failed  to 
speak  of  some  of  them  with  marked  asperity,  par* 
ticularly  in  his  Bath  Guide ;  where,  among  the  dra* 
matis  personae  that  appeared  at  the  bath,:  he  tells  us^ 
that 

**  Dean  Spaven,  dean  Mangey,  and  Dt.  de  Squiity 
**  Were  all  sent  from  Cambridge  to  rub  off  their  dirt.*' 

But  it  was  not,  luckily,  in  the  powi^r  of  the  formal 
objections  of  learned  doctors,  who  could  not,  or 
would  not,  give  themselves  the  trouble  to  search  into 
the  stores  of  the  acquired  knowledge  and  natural 
abilities  which  enriched  the  mind  of  young  Anstey,  to 
suppress  that  Bre  of  genius,  which,  although  long 
dormant,  burst  forth  into  a  blaze  of  humour,  wit, 
and  polished,  though  keen  satire,  in  the  New  Bath 
Guide. 

The  first  edition  of  that  truly  original  poem  ap- 
peared about  the  year  1765,  and  was  receiyed  by  the 
public  with  such,  aglow  of  pleasure,  that,  in  a  very 
short  time,  it  ran  through  many  large  editions.  Its 
character  as  a  composition,  is  an  union  of  the  keenest 
irony,  the  most  beautiful  classic  allusions,  and  the 
aptest  similes.  The  versification  is  peculiarly  harmo- 
nious, and  goes  "trippingly  from  the  tongue."  There 
is  a  playful  spirit  diffused  over  the  whole;  and  though 
the  author  may  not  have  had  any  particular  objects  in 
his  eye,  yet  they  are  all  so  naturally  and  powerfully 
depictcd,that  there  are  few  readers.who  have  not  found 
out  a  similitude  between  these  fictitious  personages, 
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and  some  wdl  known  characters  in  real  life,  who  are 
in  the  habits  of  visiting  BIadud*s  celebrated  city. 

The  author's  name  has,  however,  never  appeared  to 
gny  edition  of  this  fascinating  performance;  but  it 
Hvas  soon  universally  known  to  be  the  production  of 
Mr.  Anstey,  and  he  had  to  exult,  that  the  suffrage  of 
every  man  of  genius  and  tafte  in  the  kingdom  gave 
him  an  unqualified  niche  in  the.  temple  of  Fame. 

Mr.  Ansley'fl  next  production  was  a  monody  on 
the  death  of  the  Marquis  of  Tavistock,  ia  which  he 
discovered  that  his  tenderness  and  pathos  was  no  way 
inferior  to  his  wit  and  vivacity.  It  is  indeed  a  mark 
of  great  versatility,  that  the  same  muse,  which  played 
ofF  its  merry  gambols  in  describing  the  Blunderhead 
family,  should  be  able  to  attune  her  lyre  to  the  softest 
cotes  of  domestic  u'oe:  yet  with  what  success  our 
author  has  efTected  this  may  be  seen,  by  comparing 
the  following  lines  on  the  much-lamented  death  of  the 
Marquis  of  Tavistock,  with  the  mock-heroics  in  the 
Bath  Guide,  which  are  in  every  reader's  recollection. 


Virtuous  youth ! 


Thank  hcav'n,  I  knew  thee  not— I  ne'er  shall  fed 
The  keen  regret  thy  drooping  friendtf  sustain  ; 
Yet  will  1  drop  the  synipathizing  tear. 
And  this  last  tribute  to  thy  memory  bring ; 
Not  that  thy  noble  birth  provokes  my  song. 
Or  claims  such  offering  from  the  muses*  shrine  { 
But  that  thy  spotless,  undissembling  heart. 
Thy  unaffected  manners,  all  unstained 
With  pride  of  pow'r,  and  insolence  of  wealth ; 
Thy  probity,  benevolence,  and  truth, 
(Best  inmates  of  man's  soul)  for  ever  lost, 
Cropt,  like  fair  flowers,  in  life's  meridian  bloom. 
Fade  undistinguished  in  the  silent  grave. 
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When  we  consider  that  the  nobleman  here  lamented 
was  the  father  of  a  son  no  less  illustrious  for  eveiy 
fair  and  liberal  quality,  whose  untiojely  fate  the 
British  empire  is  mourning  at  this  very  moment— the 
late  Duke  of  Bedford — it  would  be  ungrateful,  it 
would  be  unnatural,  not  to  pour  forth  in  this  place 
the  tribute  of  that  heartfelt  regret,  which,  in  commoa 
with  the  rest  of  his  countrymen,  we  experience;  nor 
should  we,  it  is  conceived,  be  forgiven  by  any  man, 
under  whose  eye  these  pages  may  fall,  were  we  to 
hurry  from  this  national  subject,  without  fondly 
dwelling  on  the  virtues  of  this  exquisite  character. 
And  in  what  form  of  words  can  we  so  well  express 
our  sense  of  those  virtues,  as  in  the  language  of  a  man 
who  has  the  power  both  of  discerning,  and  of  de* 
scribing  his  sensibility  of  merit  in  the  highest  possible 
perfection.  It  is  under  the  sense  of  this  conviction 
that  we  refer  the  reader  to  the  eloquent  eulogium  of 
Mr.  Fox,*  when  he  addressed  the  House  of  Commons 
in  his  place,  after  a  pause  in  which  he  appeared  greatly 
agitated  on  the  calamitous  event,  who  had  not  merely 
robbed  the  orator  of  a  friend,  but  the  whole  conmnu- 
nityof  a  parent.  If  this  popular  and  truly  elegant  pane- 
gyric be  not  impressed  on  every  man^s  memory,  it  is 
within  reach  of  every  hand.  Nor  can  we  avoid  feeling 
some  degree  of  virtuous  pride  that,  not  waiting  for 
the  death  of  this  great  and  good  man,  we  bore  testi- 
mony, in  his  life-time,  to  the  noble  person  \  whose 

♦  See  Fox's  speech  March  i6th,  1802. 
t  See  Public  Characters,  Vol.  I, 
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early  fate  baa  been  so  pathetically  bewailed  by  Mr. 
Fox^  and  so  universally  lamented  by  the  public. 

It  should  not  be  forgotten  that  the  late  Duke  of 
Bedford,  then  an  infant,  was  made  one  of  the  argu- 
ments of  the  poet  whose  memoir  we  are  writing,  to 
support  the  illustrious  mother  under  the  sense  of  btr 
afHictions. 

**  —  Turn  thine  eyes  a  wbilc, 

•*  Nor  with  that  lifeless  picture  f«cd  thy  woe : 

**  Turn  yet  thine  eyes :  see  how  they  court  thy  smiles^ 

"  Those  in^t  pledges  of  connubial  joy  J 

*^  Dwell  in  their  looks, — and  trace  his  image  there." 

Our  poet's  conclusion  of  his  elegant  tribute  to  the 
late' Duke  of  Bedford's  father  is  so  interesting  in 
itself,  and  forms  so  engaging  a  transition  from  th« 
sports  appropriate  to  the  mournful  muse,  to  her  em- 
ployments in  gayer  moments,  that  we  cannot  resist 
the  pleasure  of  presenting  them. 

•♦ A  muse  forgive 

**  Who  for  thy  sorrow  draws  the  pensive  sigb  : 

**  Who  feels  thy  grief,  tho'  erst  in  frolic  hour 

*^  She  turned  her  comic  rfaym^  to  mirth,  and  joy. 

'*  Uaskiird  (I  ween)  in  lofty  verse,  unus'd 

*•  To  plaintive  strains,  yet  by  soft  Pity  led, 

**  Trembling  she  visits  the  Pierian  vale  ; 

**  There  culls  each  fragrant  flow'r  to  deck  the  tomb 

**  Where  orencrous  Russel  lies. 

The  four  last  lines  are  a  scarcely  less  applicable 
tribute  to  the  tomb  of  the  Russel  whom  the  Bard 
then  lamented,  than  to  his,*on  which  the  nation  ha^ 
so  recently  offered  of  its  sorrow  and  its  praise. 

Our  author  having  married  one  of  the  accomplish- 
ed daughters  of  Mr.  Calvert,  the  great  Brewer  in 
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London,  was  blessed  with  a  numerous  offspring;  and 
finding  the  air  of  his  favourite  Bath  more  congenial 
to  his  taste,  and  better  adapted  to  the  education  of 
his  family,  he  has  resided  many  years  in  that  city. 
His  first  house  was  situated  in  that  grand  and  uni- 
form  pile  called  the  Rctyal  Crescent.  Those  who 
have  seen  it  cannot  have  forgot  the  enchanting  view 
fit)m  that  lovely  spot.  It  was  in  the  contemplation 
of  the  lord  of  the  manor,  and  proprietor  of  the 
ground-rents  of  the  Crescent,  to  add  to  his  yearly 
rental  by  letting  those  fine  fields,  immediately  before 
that  elegant  segment  of  a  circle,  into  kitchen  gardens. 
Taste,  propriety,  and  health,  revolted  at  the  idea,  and 
our  Bard  was  roused  to  ridicule,  and  to  condemn  the 
avaricious  principle  that  could  suggest  it,  which  he 
happily  eflTccted  in  a  beautiful  and  pointed  ode,  oa 
an  evening  view  of  the  Crescent,  each  stanza  ending 
with  "  Sir  Peter  Rivers  Grey."  Luckily,  however, 
cabbages  and  turnips  were  never  transplanted  to  these 
fields,  in  consequence  of  this  effusion  of  our  author's 
pen;  they  remain  in  a  kind  of  a  lawn,  the  delight  and 
ornament  of  that  delightful  cit}'. 

Mr.  Anstey  was  one  of  the  first  contributors  to  the 
|X)etic  amusement  established  by  the  late  Ininonted 
Lady  Miller,  at  Bath  Easton.  This  institution  was 
at  first  intended  to  promote  a  little  innocent  mirth 
•nd  pleasure,  but  was  afterwards  productive  of  more 
noble  ends — ^the  establishing  a  fund  for  the  benefit 
of  the  sick  poor  of  the  city.  There  were,  notwith- 
standing, some  malevolent  spirits,  who  loaded  the 
patroness  and  her  associates  with  unjust  and  illiberal 

abuse^ 
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abuse^  and  oor  author  disctrvered^  or  thought  he  dU^ 
covered^  the  writers  of  some  of  these  offensive  e^a}'s 
in  a  reverend  gentleman,  who  used  to  subscribe  the 
names  of  Rcgulus,  Toby,  Caesar,  8cc.  to  them*  Jrri* 
tated  at  these  unmerited  attacks,  Mr.  Anstey  pro- 
duced a  poem  called  the"  Priest  Dissected^^  addressed 
to  the  Rev.  Mr.  ■  This  was  a  most  violent 

philippic  against  anonymous  assassins,  with  som^ 
faumour,  and  a  considerable  portion  of  commendable 
acrimony.  The  poem  has  been  long  scarce,  and 
-seldom  can.  a  copy  of  it  be  procured.  The  following 
Joyal  and  spirited  compliment  to  the  Monarch  is  well 
.deserving  a  place  in  .our  collection. 

«« ..  Could  1  the  fragrant  ^rland  twine  , 

•*Of  swcctcut  flowers  that  bloom  round  Virtue*s  shrine^ 

'*  To  grace  the  husband,  father,  and  the  man 

**  Who  lives  and  governs  on  the  Christian  plan : 

**  Pleas'd  with  mild  arts  his  empire  to  improv^e, 

'^  Blest  in  his  dear,  and  virtuous  Consort's  love : 

'*  Who  'mid  the  toils  of  state  his  hours  employs 

•*  On  ten  sweet  pledges  of  connubial  joys, 

•*  And  gives  to  me  (who  equal  numbers  share) 

"  A  bright  example  of  connubial  care— 

**  Then  would  1  raise  my  feeble  voice  to  sing 

**  My  good,  my  honoured,  and  my  gracious  King." 

As  a  proof  of  Mr.  Anstey's  latinity,  he  addressed 
a  poem  in  that  language  to  a  lamented  and  ingeni* 
ous  man — C.  W.  Bamfylde,  Esq.  of  Heslcrcombe,  in 
Somersetshire.  This  was  universally  esteemed  by 
every  scholar  capable  of  appreciating  its  merit,  as  a 
correct,  harmonious,  and  classical  composition,  but 
the  subject — the  fobiles  of  the  fashionable  world — was 
thought  unlit  for  Latin  verse,  especially  as  it  wa^ 
generally  addressed  to  the  ladies.     In  a  short  time, 

however. 
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Kowever^  he  made  ample  amends  both  to  the  learned^ 
and  unlearned  by  the  publication  of  ^'  the  Election 
Ball/'  in  the  manner  of  the  New  Bath  Guide.  The 
first  edition  was  printed  in  the  Somersetshire  dialect, 
but  it  was  afterwards  altered,  and  had  a  rapid  sale. 
It  is,  perhaps,  inferior  to  the  Bath  Guide,  but  it  cer- 
tainly possesses  the  same  vein  of  original  humour. 

But  this  general  imitation  strengthens  the  claim  of 
the  original  inventors,  and  sinks  the  others  into  a 
servile  train,  who  follow  their  leaders,  as  lulus  fol- 
lowed bis  father.  The  Bath  Guide  will  remain  for 
ever  an  incomparably  elegant,  though  light  pillar  in  the 
temple  of  Fame,  while  the  temple  itself  shall  endure;  , 
and  the  aspiring  herd  who  have  presumed  to  build 
on  Mr.  Anstey's  ground,  with  a  few  exceptions, 
amongst  which  we  must  notice  a  poetical  Chelten* 
ham  Guide,  in  which  the  memoirs  of  the  Blunderhead 
family  are  continued  and  concluded,  supposed  to  be 
a  very  early  production  of  Dr.  Mavor,  have  already 
faXXtti  under  the  weight  of  their  own  architecture,  and 
mixt  with  the  dust  of  things  forgotten. 

The  mania  for  buildings  of  another  kind,  even  to 
the  ruin  of  the  architects,  and,  in  some  degree  to 
injuring  the  beauty  of  the  city,  raged  so  furiously  in 
Bath  some  years  ago,  the  groves,  gardens,  prospects 
and  pleasure-grounds  fell  victims  to  its  wide-spread-* 
ing  folly.  Amongst  other  evils  attendant  hereupon^ 
Mr.  Anstey  was  deprived  of  a  favourite  and  beauti- 
ful spot  of  ground,  in  the  cultivation  of  which  he  took 
great  pleasure. .  It  was  there  that  our  poet  passed  i) 
considerable  share  of  his  time,  and  where  his  friends 

were 
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were  entertained,  and  delighted.  On  being  deprivcJ 
of  this  charming  scene,  it  was  said  he  determined 
to  leave  Bath  in  disgust;  but  he  worked  himself  into 
good  humour  by  the  following  sharp  epigram. 

**  Ye  men  of  Bath  who  statelj  mansions  rear, 
'*  To  wait  for  tenants  from  the  devil  knows  whoiCy 
*'  Would  you  pursue  a  plan'  which  cannot  fail, 
**  Erect  a  mad-house,  and  enlarge  your  jail.** 

This  produced  a  volley  of  sarcastic  ^ensures :  the 
only  one  worthy  of  notice,  and  where  the  truth  was 
more  conspicuous  than  the  poetry,  is  the  following  : 

**  When  crouds  arrive  fast,  our  streets  increase, 

**  And  our  jail  only  proves  an  empty  space; 

••  When  health  and  case  here  court  the  grave  and  gay, 

'^  Madmen  and  fools  alone  will  keep  away." 

The  fact  is,  at  that  season  the  houses  in  Bath  were  not 
by  any  means  sufficient  for  the  influx  of  company, 
and  the  doors  of  the  jail  were  literally  thrown  open, 
there  not  being  a  single  prisoner  within  the  walls. 
Mr.  Anstcy  was  again  soon  reconciled  to  the  place, 
and  actually  purchased  several  houses  in  the  most 
eligible  situations.  He  continues  to  reside  there  at 
thisfevourite  spot,  enlightening  by  his  acquirements, 
or  enlivening  by  the  brilliancy  of  his  conversation, 
all  the  learned  and  polite  circles.  His  hon-mois  are 
made  the  subjects  of  praise,  and  afFord  constant  mirth 
to  every  genteel  party.  His  own  bounties  are  ex- 
tensive, and  his  appeals  to  others  have  the  best  effect 
in  opening  the  tardy  purse-strings.  He  is  in  every 
shape  benevolence  personFfied,  making  all  around 
him  happy.  His  9ons  are  bred  up  to  the  church,  tbo 
law,  the  army,  or  in  some  civil  department  in  India. 

7  Mr. 
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Mr,  John  Anstey  (a  barrister)  possesses  the  legitimate 
humonr  of  his  father,  as  his  poem,  called  the  ^^  Plead- 
ers  Guide,"  strongly  evinces.  More  originality  of 
hamour,  keenness  ofsatire,  a  deeper  knowledge  of  the 
arcana  of  the  profession,  were  never  displayed  in  any 
publication.  Mr.  Anstey  is  now  touching  his  se- 
ventieth year,  but,  like  ''  a  lusty  winter,  hail  though 
fix»ty,"  be  shews  no  marks  of  decay — his  cheeks  arc 
florid,  and  his  eye  has  even  now  that  brilliancy 
which  has  seldom  shone  with  superior  lustre  in  any 
face.  In  short,  Mr.  Anstey  lives  in  the  enjoyment 
of  a  well-acquired  fame,  a  happy  competency,  a  most 
promising  young  family,  and  the  best  of  wives,  en« 
circled  by  as  nnmerous  a  host  of  friends  as  ever  graced 
a  patriarchal  circle. 

The  woods  of  Hestercomb  arc  truly  beautiful :  a 
hermitage  in  them,  with  the  figure  of  an  old  witch 
painted  on  it,  occasioned  the  following  neat  compile- 
roent  from  the  late  Dr.  Langhorne. 

**  O'er  Bamfylde's  woods,  by  various  nature  graced, 
*'  A  vitck  presides,  but  tben  that  witch  is  taste. 


MR.  WILLIAM  GIFFORD. 

IT  was  our  intention  to  have  inserted  a  biographi- 
cal memoir  of  the  author  of  the  Baviad  in  a  preced- 
ing volume  of  this  work,  when  wc  accidentally  ob- 
tained information,  that  Mr.  Gifford  himself  designed 
to  prefix  a  sketch  of  his  life  to  a  translation  of  Juvenal, 
which  he  was  preparing  for  publication.    In  conse« 

quence 
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quence  of  this  intelligence,  we  relinquished  the  gra-' 
tiiication  of  presenting  to  our  readers  some  very  in- 
teresting particulars  relative  to  that  gentleman,  from 
a  persuasion  that  his  own  narrative  would  at  once 
correct  and  enlarge  the  valuable  materials  with  which 
we  bad  been  favoured. 

We  now  congratulate  ourselves  on  our  forbearance. 
-—Mr.  GifFord's  translation  of  Juvenal  has  appeared^ 
and  with  it  the  expected  memoir  of  his  life;  which  we 
do  not  hesitate  to  pronounce  one  of  the- most  interest- 
ingand  bestwrittcn  morceaux^which  the  pen  ofthebio* 
grapher  has  ever  executed.  It  is  difficult  to  say  which 
is  most  entitled  to  our  admiration,  the  manly  candoar 
which  unfolds  his  humble  origin,  or  the  genuine 
mpdesty  which  veils  his  present  eminence.  Of  the 
former,  Mr.  GifFord  has  favoured  us  with  a  descrip- 
lion  in  all  respects  so  perfect,  that  the  hand  of  arro- 
gance itself  would  recoil  from  the  conceit  of  blemish- 
ing so  beautiful  a  production  by  the  alteration  of  a 
point.  We  shall  therefore  literally  copy  all  that 
relates  to  this  part  of  Mr.  GifFord's  life  from  his  own 
narration. 

It  will,  however,  be  our  pleasing  task  to  supply 
some  deficiencies  in  the  sequel  of  this  interesting 
memoir;  a  task  which  the  modest  silence  of  the  author 
has  rendered  necessary.  If  he  himself  has  conducted 
bis  readers  to  the  vale  of  obscurity,  and,  as  he  terms 
it,  of  poverty  "  beyond  the  common  lot/'  in  Which 
Fate  first  cast  him,  justice  demands,  that  they  should 
also  know  those  merits  which  have  elevated  him  from 
such  a  destiny  to  a  distinguished  rank  among  the 

Public 
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I^OblicCharactbes  ofbis  own  times,  andwhicb  will 
doubtless  secure  to  him  an  honourable  fame,  when 
many  of  the  more  dazzling  meteors  of  transient  noto« 
riety  shall  long  haye  ceased  to  glimmer. 

"  Of  my  family  (says  Mr.Gifford)  I  know  but  littl^, 
and  that  little  is  not  very  precise.  My  great-grand*^ 
father,  (the  most  remote  of  it,  t^at  I  ever  recollect  to 
bave  heard  mentioned)  possessed  considerable  pro- 
perty at  Halsworthy,  a  parish  in  th^  neighbourhood 
of  Ashburton  ;  but  whether  acquired  or  inherited^  J, 
never  thought  of  askjng,  and  do  not  know.* 

He  was  probably  a  native  of  Devonshire,  for  there 
be  spent  the  last  years, of  his  life;  spent  them  too,  in 
some  sort  of  consideration,  for  Mr.  T.  (a  very  respect- 
able  surgeon  of  Ashburton )  loved  to  repeat  to  me, 
when  I  first  grew  into  notice^  that  he  had  frequently 
hunted  with  his  hounds.  . 

My  grand&tber  was  on  ill  terms  with  bim:.^ 
believe,  not  without  s^fEcient  reason,  for , he  was  e^r 
travagant  and  dissipated .  My  father  never  mentioned 
his  name,  but  my  mother  would  sometimes  tell  me 
that  he  bad  ruined  the/amily.  That  he  spent  much^ 
I  kpow ;  but  I  am  inclined  to  think  that  his  unduti^ 
ful  conduct  occasioned  my  great-grandfather  to  be- 
queath a  part  of  his  property  from  him. 

My  father,  I  fear,  revenged  in  some  nieasu^e  the 

cause^of  m^  great-gr?indfather.     He  was,  as. I  have 

*     II    I .       ■  I  I  ■  ■  ■  1        I    ■  ■        I  —  1 11    1 1  % 

*  I  have,  however,  some  faint  notion  of  hearing  my  mother  8a}% 
that  he,  <9r  his  father,  had  been  a  China  merchant,  in  London 
%^  China  merchant  1  ahvap  understood,  and  so  perhaps  did  shs, 
a  dealer  in  China* ware. 

1802-3.  X  beard 
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heard  my  mother  say,  ^^  a  very  wild  ydurtg  man,  whd 
could  be  kept  to  nothing."  He  was  sent  to  the 
grammar-school  at  Exeter;  from  which- he  made  his 
escape,  and  entered  on  board  a  man  of  war.  He  watf 
aoon  reclaimed  from  his  situation  by  my  grandfather, 
and  left  his  school  a  second  time,  to  wander  in  some 
vagabond  society.*  He  was  now  probably  given  up, 
for  he  was,  on  his  return  from. this  notable  adventure, 
reduced  to  article  himself  to  a  plumber  and  glazier, 
with  whom  he  luckily  staid  long  enough  to  learn  the 
business.  I  suppose  his  father  was  now  dead,  for  he 
became  possessed  of  two  small  estates,  married  my 
mother,^  (the  daughter  of  a  carpenter  at  Ajshburtbn,) 
and  thought  himself  rich  enough  to  set  up  for  himself; 
which  he  did  with  some  credit,  at  South  Molton* 
Why  he  chose  to  fix  there,  I  never  inquiried  j  but  I 
learned  from  niy  mother,  that- after  a  residence  of  four 

or  five  years  he  was  agaiA  thoughtless  enough  to 

•  •  • 

engage  in  a  ^dangerous  frolic,  which  drove  him  once 
more  tosea.  This  was  an  attempt  to  excite  a  riot  in 
a  Methodist  chapel ;  for  which  his  companions  were 
prosecuted,  and  he  fled,  as  I  have  mentioned. 

My  father  was  a  good  seaman^  and  was  soon  madfe 
second  in  command  in  the  Lyon,  a  large  armed  trans- 
port in  the  service  of  government :  while  my  mother 
(then  with  child  of  me)  returned  to  her  native  place, 
Ashburton,  where  I  was  born,  in  April  1757. 


■r-^ 


^  He  had  gone  with  Bamfylde  Moore  Carew,  then  aa  old  man. 
t  Her  maiden  name  was  EUzabeth  Cain.     My  father's  christiin 
lumc  was  Edward* 

The 
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The  resources  of  my  mother  were  very,  scanty. 
They  arose  from  the  rent  of  three  or  four  small  fields, 
which  yet  remained  unsold.  With  these,however,  she 
did  what  she  could  for  me  ;  and  as  soon  as  I  was  old 
enough  to  be  trusted  out  of  her  sight,  sent  me  to  a 
school-mistress  of  the  name  of  Parret,  from  whom  I 
learned  in  due  time  to  read.  I  cannot  boast  much  of 
my  acquisitions  at  this  school ;  they  consisted  merely 
of  the  contents  of  the/'  Child's  Spelling  Book :"  but 
from  my  mother,  who  bad  stored  up  the  literature  of 
a  country  town,  which,  about  half  a  century  ago, 
amounted  to  little  more  than  what  was  disseminated 
by  itinerant  ballad-singers,  or  rather,  readers,  I  had 
acquired  much  curious  knowledge  of  Catskin,  and 
the  Golden  Bull,  and  the  Bloody .  Gardener,  and 
many  other  histories  equally  instructive  and  amusing. 

My  father  returned  from  sea  in  1764.  He  bad 
been  at  the  siege  of  the  Havannah  ;  and  though  he 
received  more  than  a  hundred  pounds  for  prize- 
money,  and  his  wages  were  considerable ;  yet,  as  be 
had  not  acquired  any  strict  habits  of  economy,  he 
brought  home  but  a  trifling  sum.  The  little  pro- 
perty yet  left  was  therefore  turned  into  money ;  a 
trifle  more  was  got  by  agreeing  to  renounce  all  future 
pretensions  to  an  estate  at  Totness  ;^  and  with  this 
.my  father  set  up  a  second  time  as  a  glazier  and  house- 
painter*     I  was  now  about  eight  years  old,  and  was 

*  This  was  a  lot  of  small  hous^,  -which  had  been  thoughtlessly 
suffered  to  fall  into  decay,  and  of  which  the  rents  had  been  so  long 
unclaimed,  that  they  could  not  now  be  recovered,  unless  by  an 
cspenme  litigation. 

X  2         -  put 
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put  to  the  frecTSchaol  (kept  by  Hugh  Smerrfon)  to 
Ifearn  to  read  and  write,  and  cypher.  Here  I  contr- 
nued  about  three  years,  making  a  most  wretched 
progress,  when  my  father  TcH  sick  and  died.  He  had 
hot  acquired  wisdom  from  hid  misfortunes,  but  conti- 
nued wasting  his  time  in  unprofitable  pursuits,  to 
the  great  detriment  of  his  business.  He  loved  drink 
for  the  sake  of  society,  and  to  this  love  be  fell  a  mar- 
tyr ;  dying  of  a  decayed  and  ruined  constitution  be- 
fore he  was  forty.  The  town*s  people  thought  him  a 
ihrewd  and  sensible  man,  and  regretted  his  death. 
As  for  me  I  never  greatly  loVed  him ;  I  hid  not  grown 
up  with  him ;  and  he  iv^s  too  pfonc  to  repulse  my 
little  advances  to  familiarity,  with  coldnes,  or  anger. 
tie  hkd  certainly  some  reason  to  be  displeased  with 
ifie,  for  I  learned  little  at  school,  and  nothing  at  home, 
though  he  would  now  and  then  attempt  to  give  tnc 
some  insight  into  the  business.  As  impressions  of 
any  kind  are  not  very  strong  at  the  age  of  devefi  or 
twelve,  I  did  not  long  feel  his  loss ;  nor  was  it  a  sub- 
ject of  much  sorrow  to  me;  that  my  mother  was 
doubtful  of  her  ability  to  continue  me  at  school, 
though  I  had  by  this  time  acquired  a  love  for  resid- 
ing. 

I  never  knew  in  what  circumstances  my  motbet 
was  left  :  most  probably  they  were  inadequate  to  her 
support,  without  some  kind  of  exertion,  cspet:ially  aa 
she'  was  now  burthened  with  a  second  child  aboilt 
six  or  eight  months  old.  Unfortunately  she  deter- 
mined to  prosecute  my  father's  business ;  for  which 
purpose  she  engaged  a  couple  of  journeymen,  wbo^ 

finding 
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f  niing  her  ignorant  of  every  part  of  it,  wasted  her 
property,  and  embezzled  her  nioney.  Wh^t  thp 
consequence  of  this  double  fraud  would  have  been^ 
there  was  no  opportunity  of  knowing,  as,  in  somewha|; 
less  than  a  twelvemonth,  my  poor  mother  followed 
my  father  to  the  grave.  She  was  an  excellent  womaii, 
bore  my  father's  infirmities  with  patience  and  good 
humour,  loved  her  children  dearly,  and  died  at  last 
exhausted  with  anxiety  and  grief  more  on  their  ac^ 
count  than  on  her  own« 

I  was  tiot  quite  thirteen  when  this  happened ;  my 
iittle brother  was  hardly  two;  and  we  had  not  a  relation 
nor  a  friend  in  the  world.  Every  thing  that  was  left 
was  seized  fcy  a  person  of  the  name  of  C  ,  for 
money  advanced  to  my  n)other.  It  may  be  supposed 
that  I  could,  not  dispute  the  justice  of  his  claims ;  and 
as  no  one  else  interfered,  he  was  suffered  to  do  as  be 
liked.  My  little  brother  was  sent  to  the  alms-house, 
whither  his  nurse  followed  him  out  of  pure  affection; 
and  I  was  taken  to  the  house  of  the  persoa  I  have 
just  mentioned,  who  was  also  my  godfather.  Respect 
for  the  opinion  of  the  town,  (which,  whether  correct 
or  not,  was,  that  he  had  repaid  himself  by  the  sale  of 
my  mother's  effects)  induced  him  to  send  me  again 
to  school,  where  I  was  more  diligent  than  before,  and 
more  successful.  I  grew  fond  of  arithmetic,  and  my 
master  began  to  distinguish  me :  but  these  golden 
days  were  over  in  less  than  three  months,  C 
sickened  at  the  expense;  aad,  as  the  people  were 
DOW  indifferent  to  my  fate,  he  looked  round  for  an 
4)pportunity  of  ridding  himself  of  a  useless  ^charge.  He 
-'  X  3  ha4 
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had  previously  attempted  to  engage  me  in  the  drud- 
gery of  husbandry.  I  drove  the  plough  for  one  day 
to  gratify  him,  but  I  left  it  with  a  firm  resolution  to 
do  so  no  more,  and  in  despite  of  his  threats  and  pro- 
mises, adhered  to  my  determination.  In  this,  I  wa^s 
guided  no  less  by  necessity  than  will.  During  tny^ 
father's  life,  in  attempting  to  clamber  up  a  table,  I 
had  fallen  backward,  and  drawn  it  after  me:  its  edge 
fell  upon  my  breast,  and  I  never  recovered  the  efFects 
of  the  blow ;  of  which  I  was  made  extremely  sensible 
on  any  extraordinary  exertion.  Ploughing,  therefore, 
was  out  of  the  question,  and,  as  I  have  already  said, 
I  utterly  refused  to  follow  it. 

As  I  could  write  and  cypher;  (as  the  phrase  is) 
C next  thought  of  sending  me  to  Newfound- 
land, to  assist  in  a  storehouse.  For  this  purpose  he 
negociated  with  a  Mr.  Holdesworthy  of  Dartmouth, 
who  agreed  to  fit  me  out.  I  left  Ashburton  with 
little* expectation  of  seeing  it  again,  and  indeed  with 
little  care,  and  rode  with  my  godfather  to  the  dwell- 
ing of  Mr.  Holdesworthy.  On  seejng  me,  this  great 
man  observed  with  a  look  of  pity  and  contempt,  that 
I  was  "  too -small,**  and  sent  me  away  sufficiently 
mortified.  I  expected  to  be  very  ill  received  by  iny 
godfather,  but  he  said  nothing.  He  did  not  however 
choose  to  take  me  back  himself,  but  sent  me  in  the 
passage-boat  to  Totness,  from  whence  I  was  to  walk 
home.  On  the  passage,  the  boat  was  driven  by  a 
midnight  storm  on  the  rocks,  and  I  escaped  with  life 
almost  by  miracle. 

■ 

My  godfather  had  now  humbler  views  for  me,  and 

I  bad 
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I  had  little  heart  to  resist  any  thing.  He  proposed 
to  send  me  on  board  one  of  the  Torbay  fishing  boats;  I 
ventured, however,  to  remonstrate  against  this,and  the 
matter  was  compromised  by  my  consenting  to  go  on 
board  a  coast er^  A  coaster  was  speedily  found  for  me 
at  Brixhamj  and  thither  I  went  when  little  ipore  th^in 
thirteen. 

My  master,  whose  name  was  Full,  though  a  gross 
and  ignorant,  was  not  an  ill-natured  man ;  at  leasts 
not  to  me:  and  my  mistress  us^d  me  with  unvarying 
kindness;  moved  perhaps  by  my  weakness  and  tender 
years.  In  return  I  did  what  Icould  to  requite  her, 
and  my  good-will  was  not  overlooked. 

Our  vessel  was  not  very  large,  nor  our  crew  very 
nunoerous.  On  ordinary  occasions,  such  as  short 
trips  to  Dartmouth,  Plymouth,  &c.  it  consisted  only 
of  rpy  master,  an  apprentice  nearly  out  of  his  time, 
and  myself!  when  we  had  to  go  farther,  to  Portsmouth 
for  example,  an  additional  hand  was  hired  for  the 
voyage. 

In  this  vessel  (the  Two  Brothers)  I  continued 
nearly  a  twelvemonth  ;  and  here  I  got  acquainted 
with  nautical  terms,  and  contracted  a  love  for  the  sea, 
which  a  lapse  of  thirty  years  has  but  little  diminished. 

It  will  be  easily  conceived  that  my  life  was  a  life 
of  hardship,  I  was  not  only  a  "  ship-boy  on  the 
high  and  giddy  mast,"  but  also  in  the  cabin,  where 
every  menial  office  fell  to  my  lot:  yet  if  I  was  restless 
and  discontented,  I  can  safely  say,  it  was  not  so  much 
on  account  of  this,  as  of  my  being  precluded  from  all 
possibility  of  reading;  as  my  roaster  did  not  possess, 

X4  nor 
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nor  do  I  recollect  seeing  during  the  whole  time  of 
my  abode  with  him^  a  single  book  of  any  description^ 
except  the  Coasting  Pilot. 

As  my  lot  seemed  to  be  cast,  however,  I  was  not 
negligent  in  seeking  such  information  as  promised  to 
be  useful ;  and  I  therefore  frequented,  at  my  leisure 
hours,  such  vessels  as  dropt  into  Torbay.  On  at- 
tempting to  get  on  board  one  of  these,  which  I  did 
at  midnight,  I  missed  my  footing,  and  fell  into  the 
sea.  The  floating  away  of  the  boat  alarmed  the  man 
on  deck,  who  came  to  the  ship*s  side  just  in  time  to 
see  me  sink.  He  immediately  threw  out  several 
ropes,  one  of  which  providentially  (for  I  was  uncon- 
scious of  it)  entangled  itself  about  me,  and  I  was  drawn 
up  to  the  surface  till  a  boat  could  be  got  round. 
The  usual  methods  were  taken  to  recover  me,  and  I 
awoke  in  bed  the  next  morning,  remembering  no^ 
thing  but  the  horror  I  felt,  when  I  first  found  myself 
unable  to  cry  out  for  assistance. 

This  was  not  my  only  escape,  but  I  forbear  to 
speak  of  them.  An  escape  of  another  kind  was  now 
preparing  for  me,  which  deserves  all  my  notice,  as  it 
was  decisive  of  my  future  fate. 

On  Christmas  day  (1770)  I  was  surprised  by  a 
message  from  my  godfather,  saying  that  he  hhd  sent  a 
man  and  horse  to  bring' me  4o  Ashburton;  and  desir- 
ing me  to  set  out  without  delay.  My  master,  as  well  as 
myself,  supposed  it  was  to  spend  the  holydays  there ; 
and  he,  therefore,  made  no  objection  to  my  going. 
We  were,  however,  both  mistaken. 

Since  I  had  lived  at  Brixham^  I  had  broken  off  all 

connection 
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connection  with  Ashburton.  I  had  no  reI.ation  there 
but  my  poor  brother,*  who  was  yet  too  young  for  any 
kind  of  correspondence  ;  and  the  conduct  of  my 
godfather  towards  me,  did  not  entitle  him  to  any 
portion  of  my  gratitude,  or  kind  remembrance.  I 
lived  therefore  in  a  sort  of  sullen  independence  on  all 
I  had  formerly  known,  and  thought  without  regret  of 
being  abandoned  by  every  one  to  my  fate.  But  I  had 
not  been  overlooked.  The  women  of  firixham,  v^ho 
travelled  to  Ashburton  twice  a  week  with  fish,  and 
who  had  known  my  parents,  did  not  see  me  without 
kind  concern,  running  about  the  beach  in  a  ragged 
jacket  and  trowzers.  They  mentioned  this  to  tho 
people  of  Ashburton,  and  never  without  commiserat- 
ing my  change  of  condition.  This  tale  often  repeated, 
awakened  at  length  the  pity  of  their  auditors,  and,  as 
the  next  step,  their  resentment  against  the  man  who 
bad  reduced  me  to  such  a  state  of  wretchedness.     In 

a  large  town,  this  would  have  had  little  effect,  but  in 

^^^— ^— ^      ■       .     I.I  i.i  ■  «         II  11  iiii     I     11        ,   , 

*  Of  my  brother  here  introduced  for  the  last  time,  I  must  yet 
fay  a  few  words.     He  was  literally 

The  child  of  misery  l)aptised  in  tears  ; 
and  the  short  passage  of  his  life  did  not  belie  the  melancholy  pre- 
sage of  his  infancy.  When  he  was  seven  years  old,  the  parish 
bound  him  out  to  a  husbandman  of  the  name  of  Leman,  with 
whom  he  endured  incredible  hardships,  which  I  had  it  not  in  my 
power  to  alleviate.  At  nine  years  of  age  he  broke  his  thigh,  and 
I  took  that  opportuixity  tp  teach  him  to  read  and  write.  When 
my  own  sitaation  was  improved,  i  persuaded  him  to  try  the  sea; 
he  did  so,  and  was  taken  on  board  che  Egmont,  on  condition  that 
)uB  master  should  receive  his  wages.  The  time  was  now  fast 
approaching  when  I  could  serve  him,  but  he  was  doomed  to  know 
po  favourable  change  of  fortune  :  he  fell  fick,  and  died  at  Cork. 

a  place 
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a  place H.ke  Ashburton,  where  every  report  speedily 
becomes  the  common  property  of  all  the  inhabitants, 
it  raised  a  murmur  which  my  godfather  found  him- 
self either  unable  or  unwilling  to  withstand :  he 
therefore  determined,  as  I  have  just  observed,  to  recall 
me;  which  he  could  easily  do,  as  I  wanted  some 
y^ months  of  fourteen,  and  consequently  was  not  yet 
bound. 

All  this,  I  learned  on  my  arrival ;  and  my  heart, 
which  had  been  cruelly  shut  up,  now  opened  to  kinder 
sentiments,  and  fairer  views. 

After  the  holydays  I  returned  to  my  darling  pur- 
suit, arithmetic :  my  progress  was  now  so  rapid,  that 
in  a  few  months  I  was  at  the  head  of  the  school,  and 
qualified  to  assist  my  master  (Mr.  E.  Furlong)  on 
any  extraordinary  emergency.  As  he  usually  gave 
mc  a  trifle  on  those  occasions,  it  raised  ^  thought  in 
mc,  that  by  engaging  with  him  as  a  regular  assistant, 
and  undertaking  the  instruction  of  a  few  evening 
scholars,  I  might,  with  a  little  additional  aid,  be 
enabled  to  support  myself.  God  knows,  my  ideas  of 
support  at  this  time,  were  of  no  very  extravagant 
nature.  I  had,  besides,  another  object  in  view. 
Mr.  Hugh  Smerdon  (my  first  master)  was  now  grown 
old  and  infirm;  it  seemed  unlikely  that  he  should 
hold  out  above  three  or  four  years;  and  I  fondly 
flattered  myself  that,  notwithstanding  my  youth,  I 
might  possibly  be  appointed  to  succeed  hira.  I  was 
in  my  fifteenth  year,  when  I  built  these  castles :  a 
storm,  however,  was  collecting,  which  unexpectedly 
burst  upon  me,  and  swept  them  all  away. 

Oo 
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On  mentioning  noy  little  plan  to  C ,  he  treated 

it  with  the  utmost  contempt;  and  told  me,  in  his 
turn,  that  as  I  had  learned  enough,  and  more 
than  enough,  at  school,-  he  must  be  considered 
as  having  fairly  discharged  his  duty  (so,  indeed,  he 
had);  he  added,  that  he  had  been  ncgociating  with 
his  cousin,  a  shoemaker,  of  some  respectability;  who 
had  liberally  agreed  to  take  me  without  a  fee,  as  an 
apprentice.  I  was  so  shocked  at  this  intelligence, 
that  I  did  not  remonstrate;  but  went  in  sullenncss 
and  silence  to  my  new  master,  to  whom  I  was  soon 
after  bound,*  till  I  should  obtain  the  age  of  twenty- 
one. 

The  family  consisted  of  four  journeymen,  two  sons 
about  my  own  age,  and  an  apprentice  somewhat  older. 
In  these  there   was   nothing  remarkable;  but  my 
master  himself  was  the  strangest  creature!  He  was 
a  Presbyterian,  whose  reading  was  entirely  confined 
to  the  small  tracts  published  on  the  Exeter  Contro- 
versy.    As  these  (at  least  his  portion  of  them)  were 
all  on  one  side,  he  entertained  no  doubt  of  their  in- 
fallibility, and  being  lioisy  and  disputacious,  was  sure 
to  silence  his  opponents;  and  became,  in  consequence 
of  it,  intolerably  arrogant  and  conceited.     He  was 
not,  however,  indebted  solely  to  his  knowledge  of  the 
subject  for  his  triumph:  he  was  possessed  of  Fen- 
ning's  Dictionary,  and  he  made  a  most  singular  use  of 
it.     His  custom  was  to  fix  on  any  word  in  common 
use,  and  then  to  get  by  heart  the  synonym,  or  peri- 
phrasis by  which  it  was  explained  in  the  book;  this 

*  My  indenture,  which  now  liea  before  me,  is  dated  the  ist  of 
Jaonaiy,  1772. 

he 
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he  constantly  substituted  for  the  other,  and  as  bis 
opponents  were  commonly  ignorant  df  bis  roeaoingy 
bis  victory  was  complete. 

With  such  a  man  I  was  not  likely  to  add  much  to 
my  stock  of  knowledge,  small  as  it  was;  and,  indeed, 
nothing  could  well  be  smaller.  At  this  period,  I  bad 
read  nothing  but  a  black  letter  romance  called  Pa- 
rismus  and  Parismenus,  and  a  few  loose  magazines 
which  my  mother  had  brought  from  South  Molton. 
The  Bible,  indeed,  I  was  well  acquainted  with ;  it 
was  the  favourite  study  of  my  grand-mother,  and 
reading  it  frequently  with  her,  had  impressed  it 
strongly  on  my  mind;  these  then,  with  the  imitation 
of  Thomas  k^  Kempis,  which  I  used  to  read  to  niy 
mother  on  her  death-bed,  constituted  the  whole  of 
my  literary  acquisitions. 

As  I  hated  my  new  profession  with  a  perfect  hatred, 
I  made  no  progress  in  it;  and  was  consequently  little 
regarded  in  the  family,  of  which  I  sunk  by  degrees 
into  the  common  drudge:  this  did  not  much  dis- 
quiet me,  for  my  spirits  were  now  humbled.  I  did 
not  however  quite  resign  the  hope  of  ope  day  suc- 
.cecding  to  Mr.Hugh  Smerdon,  and  therefore  secretly 
prosecuted  my  favourite  study,  at  every  interval  of 
leisure. 

These  intervals  were  not  very  frequent;  and  when 
the  use  I  made  of  them  was  found  out,  they  were 
rendered  still  less  so.  I  could  not  guess  the  motives 
for  this  at  first;  but  at  length  I  discovered  that  my 
master  destined  his  youngest  son  for  the  situation  to 
which  I  aspired, 

I  possessed 
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I  possessed  at  this  time  but  one  book  in  the  world: 
it  was  a  treatise  on  algebra,  given  to  me  by  a  young 
woman,  who  had  found  it  in  a  lodging  house.  I 
considered  it  as  a  treasure;  but  it  was  a  treasure 
locked  up:  for  it  supposed  the  reader  to  be  well  ac-» 
quainted  with  simple  equation,  and  I  knew  nothing 
of  the  matter.  My  master's  son  had  purchased 
Fenning*8  Introduction ;  this  was  precisely  what  I 
wanted,  but  he  carefully  concealed  it  from  me,  and  I 
was  indebted  to  chance  alone  for  stumbling  upon  his 
hiding-place.  I  sat  up  for  the  greatest  part  of  several 
nights  successively,  and,  before  he  suspected  that  his 
treatise  was  discovered,  bad  completely  mastered  it. 
I  could  now  enter  upon  my  own ;  and  that  carried  me 
pretty  far  into  the  science. 

This  was  not  done  without  difficulty.  I  bad  not 
a  fatthing  on  earth,  nor  a  friend  tp  give  me  one :  pen, 
ink  end  paper,  therefore,  (in  despite  of  the  flippant 
remark  df  Lord  Orford)  were,  for  the  most  paut,  as 
completely  out  of  my  reach,  as  a  crown  and  sceptra 
There  was  indeed  aresource;  'butthe  utmost  caution 
and  secrecy  were  necessary  in  applying  to  it.  I  beat 
out  pieces  of  leather  as  smooth  as  possible,  and 
wrought  my  problems  on  them  with  a  blunted  xiwl:  for 
the  rest,  'my  memory  was  tenacious,  and  I  could  muU 
tiply  and  divide  by  it  to  a  great  extent. 

Hitherto  I  had  not  so  much  as  dreamt  of  poetry: 
indeed  I  scarce  knew  ithy  name ;  and,  whatever  noay 
be  said  of  the  force  of  nature,  I  certainly  never 
'*  lisped -^in  numbers."  I  recollect  the  occasion  of  my 
-firtt  attempt :  it  is,  like  all  the  rest  of  mynon-adven- 
turcs. 
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tures,  ofso  unintportant  a  nature,  that  I  should  blasb 
to  call  the  attention  of  the  idlest  reader  to  it,  but  for 
the  reason  alleged  in  the  introductory  paragraph.     A 
person,  whose  name  escapes  me,  had  undertaken  to 
paint  a  sign  for  an  alehouse:  it  was  to  boa  lion,  but 
the  unfortunate  artist  produced  a  dog.     On  this  awk- 
ward affair  one  of  my  acquaintance  wrote  a  copy  of 
what  we  called  verses:  I  Ijked  it,  but  fancied  I  could 
cdmpoae  something  more tothe  purpose!  I  tried,  and 
by  the  unanimous  suffrage  of  qiy  shop-mates  was 
allowed  to  have  succeeded.     Notwithstanding  thisi 
encouragement,   I  thought  no  m6re  of  verse>  till 
another  occurrence,  as  trifiitigasthe  former^  furnish* 
ed  me  with  a  fresh  subject:  and  so  I  went  oil,  till  I 
had  got  together  about  a  dozen  of  them.    Certainly 
nothing  on  earth  Was  ever  so  deplorable:  such  as 
they  were,  however,  they  were  talked  of  in  my  little 
circle,  and  I  was  sonietimes  invited  to  repeat  them,  cvea 
out  'of  it.    I  never  committed  a  line  to  paper  for  two 
reasons;,  first,  because  I  bad  no  paper;  and  secondly 
—perhaps  I  might  he  excused  from  going  farther; 
but  in  truth  I  was  afraid,  for  my  master  bad  already 
threatened  me,  for  inadvertently  hitching  the  name  of 
one  of  his  customers  into  a  rhyme. 
*   The  repetitions  of  which  I  speak  vere  always  at- 
tended with  applatise^  and  sometimes  with  favours 
more  substantial:  little  collections  were  now  and  then 
made,  and  I  have, received  sixpence  in  an  evening. 
To  one'who  had;  long  lived  In  the  absolute  want  of 
money,   such  a  resource  seemed  like  a  Peruvian 
mine,    I  furnished  myself  by  degrees  with  paper,  &c« 

7  and. 
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and,  what  was  of  more  importance,  with  books  of 
geometry,  and  of  the  higher  branches  of  algebra, 
which  I  cautiously  concealed.  Poetry,  even  at  this 
time,  was  no  amusement  of  mine:  it  was  subservient 
to  other  purposes;  and  I  only  had  recourse  to  it, 
when  I  wanted  money  for  my  mathematical  pur- 
suits. 

But  the  clouds  were  gathering  fast.  My  master's 
anger  was  raised  to  a  terrible  pitch  by  my  indifference 
to  his  concerns,  and  still  more  by  the  reports  which 
were  daily  brought  to  him  of  my  presumptuous  at-- 
tempts  at  versification.  I  was  required  to  give  up 
my  papers,  and  when  I  refused,  my  garret  was  search- 
ed, my  little  board  of  books  discovered,  and  removed,- 
and  all  future  repetitions  prohibited  m  the  strictest 
manner. 

This  was  a  very  severe  stroke,  and  I  felt  it  most 
sensibly;  it  was  followed  by  another  severer  still;  a 
stroke  which  crushed  the  hopes  I  had  so  long  and 
80  fondly  cherished,  and  resigned  me  at  once  to  de- 
spair. Mr.  Hugh  Smerdon,  on  whose  succession  I 
had  calculated,  died,  and  was  succeeded  by  a  persoa 
not  much  older  than  myself,  and  certainly  not  so  well 
qualified  for  the  situation. 

I  look  back  to  that  part  of  my  life  which  imme- 

* 

diately  followed  this  event,  with  little  satisfaction ; 
it  was  a  period  of  gloom  and  savage  unsociability  t 
by  degrees  I  sunk  into  a  kind  of  corporeal  torpor  \ 
or,  if  rouzed  into  activity  by  the  spirit  of  youth, 
wasted  the  exertion  in  splenetic  and  vexatious  tricks, 
which  alienated  the  few  acquaintances  compassion 

had 


370  liR.  GiPiroaii; 

« 

'  bad  yet  left  me.  So  I  crept  on  in  silent  discontent  j 
tuilriended  and  unpitied;  indignant  at  the  present, 
careless  of  the  future^  an  object  at  once  of  apprehen* 
sion  and  dislike. 

From  thi»  state  of  iabjcctness  t  was  raised  by  a 
young  woman  of  my  own  class.  She  was  a  neigh-* 
bour;  and  whenever  I  took  my  solitary  walk,  with  my 
Wolfius  in  my  pocket,  she  usually  came  to  the  door, 
and  by  a  smile,  or  a  short  question  put  in  the  friend- 
liest manner,  endeavoured  to  solicit  my  attention. 
My  heart  had  been  long  shut  to  kindness,  but  the 
sentiment  was  not  dead  in  47ic:  it  revived  at  the  first 
encouraging  word;  and  the  gratitude  I  felt  for  it^^was 
the  first  pleasing  sensation  I  had  ventured  to  enter* 
tain  for  many  dreary  months. 

Together  with  gratitude,  hope,  and  other  pagsions 
stilt  more  enlivening,  took  place  of  that  uncomfort- 
able gloominess  which  so  lately  possessed  me:  I  re* 
turned  to  rny  companions,  and  by  every  winning  art 
Ml  my  power,  strove  to  make  them  forget  my  former 
repulsive  ways.  In  this,  I  was  not  unsuccessful ;.  I  re* 
covered  their  good-will,  and  by  degrees  to  be  some- 
what of  a. favourite. 

My  master  still  murmured ;  for  -the  :buiiness  of 
the  shop  went  on  no  better  than  before:  I  comforted 
tnyself,  however,  with  the  reflection  that  my  apinrcQ^ 
ticeshiu  was  drawinc:  to  a  conclusion,  when  Ideter** 
fninrd  to  renounce  the  employment  forever,  and  to 
ppcn  a  private  school. 

in.this  humble.and  obscure  state,  poor  beyond  the 
common  Jot,  yet  flattering  my  ambition  .with  day- 
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dreams  wliicb,  perhaps,  would  never  have  been  re- 
alized, I  was  found  in  the  twentieth ,  year  pf  my  age 
by  Mr.  William  Cookesley,  a  name  never  to  be  pro- 
nounced by  me  without  veneration.  The  lamen- 
table doggerel  which  I  have  already  mentioned,  and 
which  had  passed  from  mouth  to  mouth  among 
people  of  my  own  degree,  had  by  some  accident  or 
other  reached  his  ear,  and  gave  him  a  curiosity  to 
inquire  after  the  author. 

It  was  my  good  fortune  to  interest  his  benevolence. 
My  little  htstpry  was  not  untinctured  with  melan- 
choly, and  I  laid  it  fairly  before  him :  his  first  care 
was  to  console ;  his  second,  which  he  cherished  to 
the  last  moment  of  his  existence,  was  to  relieve  and 
support  me. 

Mr.  Codcesley  was  not  rich  :  his  eminence  in  his 
profession,  ^hich  was  that  of  a  surgeon,  procured 
litm,  indeed,  much  employment ;  but  in  a  country 
toMTO,  men  of  science  are  not  the  most  liberally  re- 
warded :  he  bad  besides,  a  very  numerous  family, 
which  left  faim  little  for  the  purposes  of  general  bene- 
Tolenoe :  that  little,  however,  was  chearfully  bestow- 
ed, and  bis  activity  and  teal  were  always  at  band  to 
supply  the  deficiencies  of  bis  fortune. 

On  examining  into  the  nature  of  my  literary  attaia«<» 
ments,  be  found  them  absolutely  nothing :  he  heard, 
however,  with  equal  surprise  and  pleasure,  tbat^ 
aaiidst  the  grossest  ignorance  of  books,  I  had  made 
a  very  considerable  progress  in  the  mathematics* 
He  engaged  me  to  enter  into  the  details  of  this  afiair ; 
and  when  he  had  learned  that  I  bad  mad^  it  in  cir- 
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comstances  of  diSGourageiDement  tod  danger^  be 
became  more  woirmly  interested  in  my  favour^  as  be 
now  saw  a  possibiltty  of  serviog  me* 

The  plan  that  oconr red  to  him  was  natandly  tkafc 
which  bdd  so  often  suggested  itsdf  to  me.  Them 
wQre  indeed  several  obstaclea  to  be  overcome :  I  had 
eighteen  months  yet  to  serve ;  my  hiuidrwriting  was 
bad^  and  my  language  very  incorrect;  but  nothii^ 
could  slacken  the  zeal  of  this  exocHe&t  man ;  be 
proeared  a  few  of  my  poor  attempts  at  th}iaii09  dis- 
pcMraed  them  amongst  his  friends  and  acqaaintance,and 
wh^i  my  name  was  become  somewhat  fimiliar  to 
thetn^  set  on  foot  a  subscription,  far  my  veHef.  I 
still  preserve  the  original  paper;  its  title  was  not  vtecy 
magnificent^  though  it  exceeded  the  most  saHgome 
wishes  of  my  heart :  it  ran  thus;:  '^'  a  Subsori^tioa  for 
pordMwdng  the  remainder  of  the  time  of  Wiifiam 
Giffi»d|  and  for  enabling  him  to  improve  bbnself  ia 
Writing  and  £ngliah  Granmiar."  £^w  cooftriboted 
more  than  five  shillingfs,  and  none  went  beyoiid  ten^ 
and^sixpence:  emugb^  howewr^  was.  collected  to 
free  me  from  my  appreaticesbim  (tbe  sunt  mjr  master 
raceimd  was  six  poonds,)  and  to  maintain  me>  (w  a 
few  months,  during  whiohl  assidooualy  attendcdit^ 
RcY*  Thomas.  Smerdon. 

Atftbe  exptiation  of  tUs  penod^  I  found  that-  my 
pvogiress  (for  I  will  speak  the  tcut^  in  modesty)  iMid 
been  more  considehabl&tban  my  patrons  expected : 
I  had  also  written  in  the  interim,  several  little  pieces 
of  pottry,  less  rugged^  I  supposej  than*  my  former 
ones^  and  certainly  with  fewer  anomalie5.of  laogoagei 
•    .  My 
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My  prectptot^  too,  q^okeifwonraldy  o(w»;  midmf 
boidiictor,  who  was  ndvr  bdoomb  my  ftther^Hiid  liijf 
friandy  had  Utilfe  difEcohy  'in^persttadixig  iny  pMtdta 
t0  ritiiew  their  «hinatiDit8^  atid  cdntidue  me  4t  sotnxd 
ftir  eftother  yiar.  Sncb  tibcralily  Was  uM  lost  u|k>ik 
■id)  I  greW  anxibirt  t9  ibakb  thb  best  roteirni  in  tdf 
garner,  aoslii  redoubled  My  AiligefiGe*  Novr^  that  t 
aaiiteak  intiD  Iddoieace^  I  look!  back  with  'sodie;>db» 
l^of  kotftitikmito  tho  itxertiofas  6f  tfaiit  pmad; 

III  two  ycara  icid  two  moMbs  Boih  the*  di^  cKidf 
cmafMipatitej  I  ma  pmnavsicwdrbj  li/if.Stnitdoni 
fit  for  tbe  Unlwitity.  THkt  pliii  of^openKn^a  yriWa^ 
iclMdl  had  iweii  abanddfted)  ainnifb'  fradtftbr  ffirstq 
•Mlllfr;Cookade^lbokttd  roanAc&>§malm^efwbm 
had  interest  enough  to  procure  me  some  HttU^fikaa . 

TbMadb  Taytofv  B^f  of /DeobwyimrgegtlftoiaR  iu 
HtMimf  have  airtady  bear  ibdebtodfor  iinicb(<iibend 
Md*IHttid]y8QfifX)rt«  Ha  ptoeto-cd  iasi  the  placed 
Mb.  Leeb  ^  Badter  collegae  i  ^nd  ftis^  with  «iiA 
Mb^iotiai  aasislaiioe  fram  tie  dooirtfy  fasMiJjG6okta^ 
%^  iMdi^kMablt  to'pvdvkiij^  was;  tbcogbt  sofficfant^to 
ttablft  me  to^  Kve^  at  kast^  «ill^  I  bad  itais/ouM<&igifm, 
^  Dut%g  by  tfti«hdimoe-  on  Mr.  8brierdo»9 1  baid 
Written,  as  I  obs^Vbd  hi^»t^  Several  tondbl-tHflB^ 
time  &6  exefcis^^  others  toluncarUy^  (for  po^n^ 
MWbec^rme  my  delight)  audi  aot  a^fdo  at  tbeidasim 
df  my  fri^nds^  When  i  beokoo  capable;!  loivldteiv 
AT  tiding  Latift  and  6t«di  tritb  sb^^d6|^aa  of 
frcility,  that  gcntletmfi  imipU^^  nW^mf  Ms^tt 
tfMHTS  in  fMadMita«fh>ft%>1^  tltaOii^^  inf^mdeed 
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}  do  not  :kMW ;  a^ogle  aohooUboak^  of  whteb  I  did 
mot  nmdor  some  portion  into  English  wrae.  AmoDg 
otbetSy  JuTBNAL  lengqged  my  attentimi,  or  mthcr 
tny  mfl$terX  and  I  tnoalated  the  leath.  Sotm  for« 
holydty  talk.  Mr.  Sinerddn  was  moch  (dedsed  with 
this,  (I  waa  notjj^deHghfaGd.  with  it  myself ;)  in^Lai 
I  was  now.  becomcifond  ofthe  aathdr,  .Uekaaljr  .pcf^ 
fliadod.OK  'to  pcboodd  ndtU  Intn^  bMI  otfahslflfendiifi 
succMon  the;  thiid^  tfao  fbocfihiaflid'  tn^^ftfa^  boA^ 
linak  the  dgfathwSatiitt.  As  i  bai  so  end  in  iriew 
Jmti-that  of'^inBgia?  tempoRiry.  sadsffwCkKi  tO:  nqr 
];meliet«^.I'jt|u)tighfc'^iti9t'  momaafnthese^ifbill 
H^^^niaiiyiJothcr:  things :dfj (the: isataei^  Mtuittrh^hioti  i 
«d«tec*&Dnnttim<ib  Hia^  abd>  of  (vhifeb  JcQC^^M^fiiMi 

It:  .€s^!aq|{trQ0Mwing'tO(Baetiai^<^^  bQ««Apv'<9ir 
fiands^ebisr  atlwlM  fo  ^y  ooipcern^joidvtiied^me  to 
copy  tn^  tiansbtiDfit  of  the  tenth  6altra,:Mid  jpnMWl 
%tm  niy)dirrivd!,  ta  tfae>^vi  Dr^fiti9^0Q,'(bftfi1|rM4l 
Acotoa)  *o  Whom  Mr-  Taylor.  haA  fiiivm  *)e  jKi 
iniradtihtxiiry  lettcuTi:  I  jdid  so^.andiftt^watf  iMndly-iifh 
cfciircri. .  'Tbos  eDcburaged'f.I/toqkiiplitb^t^fifrt  ^ 
8eeoml%atifes>  (I  nieiitio0,tii]Q«f):  ai^j\tik« .^on^N}^ 
hvereitcasuilated)  wfafeo  my  ftimidirwho  ba4  se^inlaiialjp 
jsrAcbedohyipm^resSy  first  atarled  thididoalpf  rnjigping 

ltoni]^Kllfe.i»ibaH  andpohltsbtbg  U^j^^J^fodRtJff&f 
«K  a..iBeanB>of>iifeciMBiiig;i}K)r;inbibs^of:fltt^ 
Tothi&t  cekiiIy.acocdcd,.biid(6nishfed  jjb^^hjrteaptbf 
dcMi^b;}  andcfifttoMh.^fiAi^t^s :  •  th«^ .  nqtiaia^er  vera 

.    Wh«Ll  l)ad|pQi:ihttft;ftr,^%tbfN3£bt^i^  9M  Uoie 
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to  mention  our  de^gn  ;  it*  vii9  rery  gbocmUy  tp^ 
ptoved  of  by  my  friends ;  sod  on  the-  first  of  January^ 
1781,  the  sabsoiiption 'Waak^eood bjr Mr. Cookealcy 
at  Ashburtoni,  and  by  anyadf  at  Eieter  College. 

So  bold  an  undertaking  wpnecipitately  annoonced, 
will  give  the  reader;  I  fear,  abigber  opinkm  .of  my 
conceit  than  of  my  talents :  .neitber  the  oae  nor  tb^ 
otber,  boweter,  bad  the  smaiUest  conocm  with  the 
business,  which  originated  solely  in  i^nomooe :  I 
wrote  verses  with  great  ficilrty,  and  I  was  simple 
enoagh  to  imagine  that  little  more  was  necesiary  fifir 
a  translator  of  Juvienal !  I  was  nOt,indeed,uncondQioiia 
of  my  inaccuracies :  I  knew  that  they  were  numeroua^ 
and  that  I  had  need  of  some  friendly  eye  to  point 
them  out,  and  some  judicious  band  to  rectify  or 
remove  them  :  but  for  these,  as  well  as  fiir  every 
thing  else,  I  looked  to  Mr.Cookesle^^and  that  worthy 
man,  with  bis  usual  alacrity  and  kindnbss^  undertook 
the  laborious  task  of  revising  the  whole  translation* 
My  friend  was  no  great  Latinist,  perhaps  I  was  tho 
better  of  the  two ;  but  he  had  taste  and  judgmtot, 
which  I  wanted.  What  advantages  might  have  been 
ultimately  derived  from  them,  there  was  unhappily  no 
Opportunity  of  ascertaining,  as  it  pleased  the  Al- 
mighty to  call  him  to  himself  by  a  sudden  death, 
before  we  had  quite  finished  the  first  Satire.  He 
died  with  a  letter  of  mine  unopened  in  bis  bands. 

This  event,  which  took  place  on  the  15th  of 
January,  1781,-  afflicted  me  beyond  measure.*     I 

*I  began  this  unadorned  narrative  on  the  15th  of  January, 
iSoi :  twenty  years  have  therefore  elapsed  since  I  lost  my  benefactor 
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-fffts  liot  mdj!  <|9pfimd  of  i^  moetiffithAil  atid  affb- 
Ijoiiate  ftitandj  bot  of  t  «ral<iiis  and  ever-active  pro- 
\|Mtor,  oA  whotti  I  con^ondy  Telted  ibr  suppbrt :  tbc 
sums  that  were  still  Mcessaiy  ibr  'me,  iie  ahra)^  col- 
lected :  and  it  wa^  to  be  feared  that  the  assistance, 
^hich  was  pot  solicited  with  warmth,  would  insen- 
sibly oeastf  to  be  afforded/ 

In  'inenj  inataiices  this  was  aetoallj  the  case :  the 
tiesertioo,  however^  was  not  general :  and  I  wss 
eneoiirs^ed  to  hope,  by  the  unexpected  fnenddiip  of 
Serfington  Savery,  a  geotJeman  who  voluntarily 
•bMd  iortfa  as  my  patron,  and  watched  over  my  in* 
terests  with  kindness  and  attention. 

Sc^mc  time  before  Mr.  Cookealey^s  death,  we  bad 
BgreeA  that  it  would  be  proper  to  deliver  out  witii  the 
terms  of  subscription,  a  speciihen  of  the  manner  in 
which  the  translation  was  executed :  ^  to  obviate 
any  idea  of  sdectioo,  a  sheet  was  aoeordingly  Uktst 
from  the  beginnit^  of.  the  first  Satire.  My  friend 
died  while  it  was  in  the  press. 

After  a  few  melancholy  weeks,  I  lesumed  the 
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|UMi  my  friead.  In  the  interval  I  have  wept  a  tho^8|md  limes  at  the 
re oollection  of  his  goodness :  I  yet  cherish  his  memory  with  filid 
respect ;  and  at  this  distant  period,  my  heart  sinks  within  me  al 
every  repetition  of  his  name. 

•  Many  of  these  papers  were  distributed ;  the  termsi  which  I 
extn^  from  one  of  them,  wsk  these.  **  The  worli  shaU  be 
printed  iri  qusrto*  (withont  notes,)  apd  he  delivered  to  the  Sub- 
scribers in  the  month  of  December  next. 

**  The  price  will  be  sixteen  shillings  in  boards,  half  te  be  paid 
at  the  time  of  subscribing,  the  repoalnder  on  delivery  of  the 
book." 

translation ; 
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;  but  found  myself  utterly  incapable  of 
proceeding.  I  bad  been  so  accustomed  to  connect 
Mr*  Cookesley^s  name  with  every  part  of  it,  and  I 
laboured  with  such  delight  in  the  hope  of  giving  him 
pleasure^  that  now^  when  be  appeared  to  have  left  me 
in  the  midst  of  my  enterprise,  and  I  was  abandoned 
to  my  own  efforts^  I  seemed  to  be  engaged  in  a 
hopeless  struggle,  without  motive  or  end :  and  bis 
idea,  which  was  perpetually  recurring  to  me,  brought 
such  bitter  anguish  with  it,  that  I  shut  up  the  work 
with  feelings  bordering  on  distraction. 

To  relieve  my  mind,  I  had  recourse  to  other  pur- 
suits. I  endeavoured  to  become  more  intimately 
acquainted  with  the  classics^  and  to  acquire  some  of 
the  modern  languages :  by  permission  too,  or  rather 
rccomniendation,  of  the  Rector  and  Fellows,  I  also 
undertook  the  care  of  a  few  pupils :  this  removed 
much  of  my  anxiety  respecting  my  future  means  of 
support.  I  have  a  heart^felt  pleasure  in  mentioning 
this  indulgence  of  my  college  :  it  could  arise  from 
nothing  but  the  liberal  desire  inherent,  I  think,  in 
the  members  of  both  our  Universities,  to  encourage 
every  thing  that  bears  the  most  distant  resemblance 
to  talents  :  for  I  had  no  claims  on  them  from  any 
particular  exertions. 

The  lapse  of  many  months  had  now  soothed,  and 
tranquillized  my  mind,  and  I  once  more  returned  to 
the  translation,  to  which  a  wish  to  serve  a  young  man 
surrounded  with  difEculties,  bad  induced  a  number 
of  respectable  characters  to  set  their  .names :  but 
alas,  what  a  moftificatiOiii !  I  now  discovered,  for  the 
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first  time^  that  my  own  experieoce,  andtlie  adviee  of 
tny  too,  too  partial  friend  had  engaged  me  in  a  work^ 
for  the  due  execution  of  which,  my  literary  attain- 
ments were  by  no  means  sufficient  Errors  and 
misconceptions  appeared  in  every  page.  I  bad,  in- 
deed, caught  something  of  the  spirit  of  Juvenal,  but 
his  meaning  had  frequently  escaped  me^  and  I  saw 
the  necessity  of  a  long  and  painful  revision,  which 
would  carry  me  far  beyond  the  period  fixed  for  the 
appearance  of  the  work.  Alarmed  at  the  prospect,  I 
instantly  resolved  (if  not  wisely,  yet  I  trust  honestly) 
to  renounce  the  publication  for  the  present. 

In  pursuance  of  this  resolution,  I  wrote  to  my 
friend  in  the  country,  (the  Rev,  Servington  Savery) 
requesting  him  to  return  the  subscription  mon^  in 
his  hands,  to  the  subscribers.  He  did  not  approve 
of  my  plan  ;  nevertheless  he  promised,  in  a  letter 
which  now  lies  before  me,  to  comply  with  it ;  and^  ia 
a  subsequent  one^  added  that  he  had  already,  begun 
to  do  so. 

For  myself,  I  also  made  several  repayments ;  and 
trusted  a  sum  of  money  to  make  others,  with  a  fellow 
collegian,  who,  not  long  after,  fell  by  his  own  hands 
in  the  presence  of  his  father.  But  there  were  still 
some  whose  abode  could  not  be  discovered,  and 
others,  on  whom  to  press  the  taking  back  of  eight 
shillings  would  neither  be  decent  nor  respectful: 
even  from  these  I  ventured  to  flatter  myself  that  I 
should  find  pardon,  when  on  some  future  day  I 
presei^ted  them  with  the  Work,  (which  I  was  atiU 
secretly  .d^tennioQd  to  complete)  rendered,  more 

worthy 
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worthy  patronage,  and  increased,  by  notes^  which  I 
now  perceived  to  be  absolutely  necessary,  to  more 
than  double  its  proposed  size. 

lo  the  leisure  of  a  country  residence,  I  fancied  this 
might  be  done  in  two  years;  perhaps  I  was  not  too 
sanguine  :  the  experiment,  however,  was  not  made^ 
fbr  about  this  timea  circumstance  happened  which 
changed  my  views^  and  indeed  my  whole  system  of 
life. 

I  had  contracted  an  acquaintance  with  a  person  of 

the  name  of ,  recommended  to  my  particular 

notice  by  a  gentleman  of  Devonshire,  whom  I  was 
proud  of  an  (Opportunity  to  oblige.    This  person's 
residence  at  Oxford  was  not  long,  and  when  he  re- 
turned to  town,  I  maintained  a  correspondence  with 
him  by  letters.     At  his  particular  request,  these  were 
inelosed  in  a  cover  and  sent  to  Lord  Grosvbnok  : 
one  day  I  inadvertently  omitted  the  direction,  and' 
his  Lordship,  necessarily  supposing  it  to  be  meant  for 
himself,  opened  and  read  it.     There  was  something 
in  it.  which  attracted  his  notice;  and  when  he  gave 
the  letter  to  my  friend,  he  had  the  curiosity  to  en- 
quire about  his  correspondent  at  Oxford  ;  and,  upon 
the  answer  he  received,  had  the  kindness  to  desire  he 
might  be  brought  to  see  him  on  his  coming  to  town  : 
to  this  circumstance,  purely  accidental  on  all  sides^ 
and   to  this  alone,  I  owe  my  introduction  to  this 
nobleman. . 

On  my  iirst  visit,  he  asked  me  what  friends  I  had; 
and  what  were  my  prospects  in  life ;  ami  I  told  him 
that  1  had  no  friends^  and  no  prospiErcts  of  any  kind. 

He 
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I^e  sfid  ne  more ;  )>ut  when  I  called  to  toke  leave^ 
previous  to  returnin]^  to  collego,  I  fotmd  that  this 
simple  exposure  of  my  circumstances  bad  sunk  doep 
]|rtp  \^i$  mipd-  At  partiY>g,  be  informed  roe  that  he 
qbarged  himself  with  my  present  support,  and  foture 
establishqicnt ;  9nd  that  till  this  last  could  be  eiFected 
to  ipy  wisb,  I  should  come  and  reside  with  him. 
ThW€^  werfi  not  words  of  course:  they  w^ere  more 
than  fulfilled  in  every  point.  I  did  go,  and  reside 
with  bim  ;  and  I  experienced  a  warm  and  cordial 
iccf^tioni  a  kind  and  affectionate  esteem,  that  has 
l^nowp  neither  diminution  nor  interruptioo,  from 
that  hour  to,  this,  a  period  of  twenty  years! 

IxK  hi$  Iiordsbip's  house  I  proceeded  with  Juvenal^ 
tin  I  was  called  upon  to  accompany  his  son  (one  of 
the  most  amiable  and  accomplished  young  nobleiaen 
that  this  country,  fertile  in  sucb  characters,  couUt 
ever  boast)  to  the  continent.  With  «hint,  in  two 
successive  tours,  I  spent  many  years:  years  of  which 
the  remembrance  will  always  be  dear  to  me^  from  tfae^ 
recollection  that  a  friendship  was  then  contracted, 
which  time,  and  a  more  intimate  knowledge  of  each 
other,  have  mellowed  into  a  regard  that  forms  at  once 
the  pride  and  happiness  of  my  life/* 

Such  is  the  interesting  history  of  himself,  which 
Mr.  Gii&rd^  with  unexampled  candour,  has  given  to 
the  public. 

Who  that  has  perused  the  Baviad  and  the  Ms- 
viAD,  with  a  judgment  capable  of  appreciating  the 
merits^  and  a  taste  sufficiently  refined  to  enjoy  the 
beauties  of  those  poema^  c»q  cead  this  memoir  without 

exclaiming. 
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excHcning,  ^*  Was  wich  the  origin  of  Gtfibrd !— » 
Wb8  such  the  theatre  in  which  his  first  ideas  were 
fbrmed,  his  first  impressions  stamped  P' 

It  is^  indeed;  almost  impossible  to  conceive  a  sta-* 
tion^  among  civilized  men,  more  remote  from  every 
thing  alGed  to  intellectual  sense,  to  polished  manners^ 
and  cultivated  taste^  than  the  birth  of  a  cabin-boy  ia 
a  coaster  !  Nor  oan  the  shop  of  a  presbyterian  sboe^ 
maker  be  considered  as  a  spbene  c(  existence  much 
more  elevated.  In  this  latter  situation,  however,  Mn 
Gt£R>rd  passed  several  years  6(  that  critical  period  of 
yorath,  when  in  general  those  habits  are  acquired,  and 
those  pnoiie&sities  are  imbibed,  which  characterize  the 
mao*  How  then  has  it  happened,  that  light  and 
shade  are  not  more  opposite  to  each  other  than  is  the 
dmnoter  of  Mr.  GiiSbrd  to  that,  which  a  similar  dea-i 
tmalion  in  life  would  have  formed  in  almost  every  sub^ 
jeot  ?  To  the  properties  of  gbkivs  alone  can  such  a 
preservation  of  mind  be  attributed.  That  rare  ingro* 
cGent  among  the  gifts  of  Nature  to  her  children  was 
mingled  in  the  lot  of  Gifibrd.  It  was  the  conscious-* 
oess  of  GENIUS  which  made  him  spurn  the  labours  of 
the  plough  ;  and  afterwards,  when  chilled  by  poverty 
and  depressed  by  sorrow,  he  sullenly  and  silently  sub-* 
mitted  to  be  bound  apprentice,  is  it  not  discernible^ 
from  his  own  pathetic  description  of  that  act,  that  it  ia 
the  captivity  of  GfiNitrs  which  -is  recorded !  The  apathy, 
the  temporary  annihilation  of  mind,  which  was  the 
coMequenpe  of  this  mental  bondage,  will  |pe  easily 
aeoooated  for  on  the  same  grounds  by  the  most  super- 
ficial enquh'er.  In  a  elime  so  uncongenial,  genius  be- 
5  came 
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came  torpid.  GifFord  still  had  eyes  and  ears,  bat  ihey 
beheld  no  object,  they  imbibed  no  somid  capobie  of 
conveying  to  such  a  mind  any  impresaon  of  suflictent 
force  to  rouse  its  energies,  or  even  to  excite  its  at* 
tentioD. 

Happily,  for  the  honour  of  our  age,  the  lethargic 
influence  of  each  an  atmo^here  was  not  permitted  to 
be  permanent.  We  have  seen  that  the  discriminstion 
and  benevolence  of  a  Cookesley  released  imprisobed 
genius,  and  we  have  s^en,  with  gratitude  to  Cookesl^, 
its  subsequent  career.  And  though  the  distaqoe  is  im-* 
inensb  between  the  eminence  of  the  author  of  the' Ba^ 
viad  and  the  obscurity  of  the  cabin*boy'of  thjeTit^^ 
Bf others,  yet  we  shall  cease  to  be  surprized  at  thest* 
cbievement,  when  we  reflect  that  it  is  not  more  natii* 
ral,  that  the  eagle,  liberated  from  a  prison  stakeyShoaidi 
dart  on  daring  wings  to  meet  the  sun,tban  that  geaios, 
freed  from  misery,  poverty,  and  care,  sbduld  soar  tf>- 
wards  the  summit  ofdidinction. 

The  Baviad,  to  which  we  have  so  often  alludedi 
though  Mr.  GifFord  does  not  once  mention  it  in  his 
own  memoir,  is  unquestionably  the  best  satire  that  haes 
issued  fi-om  the  press  since  the  Rosciad  of  Churchill. 
The  epidemic  malady  of  Delia  Cmscan  poetry,  which 
gave  rise  to  the  Baviad,  must  be  in  the  recollection 
of  most  of  our  readers.*     A  fitter  subject  for  satire 

*  For  the  information  of  those  readers  who  are  yet  ilnmgers  to 
this  admirable  fatlre,  we  abridge  the  preface  to  the  firft  edition. 

**  In  17%$ 9  (Mr.  GifFord  sa^s)  a  f^w  Engliih  of  both  Mzts, 
whom  chance  had  jumbled  together  at  Florence,  took  a  hncj  to 
while  away  their  time  in  scribbling  high  panegyrics  ob  diemselyea^ 
^d  cgmplimentary  canzonettas  on  two  or  three  Italians,  who  un* 

derstood 
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never  presented  it$i[^lf  to  the  po^*s  lash  ;  md  w^  «re 
alinpat  heathens  enough  to  say^  thfit  Apollo^  through 

dentdod  too  little  of  the  language  to  be  disgusted  with  them.  In 
this  therc|Wlis  not  much  harm  ;  byt  as  follj  is  progr^stivei'they 
aeon  wrought  them;9elve8  into  an  opinion  that  they  really  deserved 
tlxe  iine  things  which  were  mutually  said  and  sung  of  each  other. 
About  the  fame  period,  a  daily  paper  called  the  World' was  in  fa« 
nkion,  and  much  tead.  This  paper,  was  equally  lavish  of  its  praise 
«ad  fUms^i  and  itt  /copduGtors  look  n^n  tbopisdvea  id  ^direct  the 
taste  of  the  town»  by  prefiiung  a  short  panegyric  to  eyery  trifle  .that 
appeared  in  £heir  own  columns.  The  first  cargo  of  Dcila  Crusam 
poetry  was  given  to  the  public  through  the  medium  of  this  paper. 
There  was  a  specious  brilliancy  in  these  exotics,  which  daxzled 
-die  oatime  gn<b«»  who  had  scarce  ever  ventured  beyond  a^hecp 
^d  a  crook,  and  a  rose-tree  grove,  with  an  ostentaUous  display  of 
•*  blue  hills,"  and  «*  crashing  torrents,"  and  "petrifying  suns.** 
From  admiration  to  imitation  is  but  a  step.  Honest  Yenda  tried 
his  hand  at  a  descriptive  ode,  and  succeeded  beyond  his  hopes ; 
Anna  Matilda  followed ;  in  a  word. 

Hone  dedU  in  plureSf  J^ut  grcx  ioim^  in  agru  \  • 

Unius  scadiecadit,  etparrigineporci,    . 

WhUe  the  epidemic  malady  was  spreading  from  fool  to  fool, 

'Delia  Crtisca  came  over,  and  immediately  antoounc^'faimseff  by  a 

^soonetto  love.    Anna  Matilda  answered  it,  and  the  <*  twso  grtat 

lonivvaiw  of  tlwage/'  as  Mr.  Bell  calb  tbem,  fell  despjerately  in 

love  with  each  other.     From  that  period,  not  a  day  passed  without 

an  amatory  epistle  fraught  with  thunder,  lightning,  et  guicqw(i 

iMaU  idorum  armamtniaria  cttli. — The   fever  turned  to  frenzy: 

]l>aara-Maiia«  Carks,  Orlando,  Adelaide,  siiul  a  tfcousaftd  other 

rMmdeB  names^  caught  the  inf^oti|>i^  <aod  from  one-^tid  of  the 

kinjdona  to  another,  all  was  nonsense,  and  Delia  QrusQa*    Even 

then  I  waited  with  a  patience,  which  I  can  better  account  for 

than  excuse,  for  some  one  (abler  than  myself)  to  step  forth  to 

-eonect  this  depravity  of  the  public  taste,  and  check  the  innn- 

tekm  of  abiurdlij  that  wa9i>iiTsting  upon  us  fiuiii  a  diouiaiid 

firings;     JIano  cot  apjieaied,  and  as  Ae  evil  grew  every  day  thtnc 

alarming,  (Sxraow  bed<xdden  old  women,  and  g[irl$  at  their  safn* 

plfT, 
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th^  df edtiy  of  the  Jjfetiefous  CookcBfey^  drdgled  cut 
G]<R)rd  aB  tfa$  cbdrnpion  of  bis  cause  a^n^dt  tUe  MM4 
rebels^  who  threatened  to  overturn  bis  empire  upoB 
earth,  or  at  least  iti  Bi^hain.  Be  thin  hsit  miry/we 
will  adscrt  that  the  poet's  contiectfort  t«irith  the  god  h 
distinguishable  in  every  .line  ;  and  that  the  defeat  of 
the  Cm/r^^  phalanx  could  &ot  have  booQiiKmi qovp^ 
pkt^  bad  the  nivaes  and  tiieir  roastvr  &itigfaft4f»  ftrioB. 
And  though  Mr.  Gtffofd  himseffdbsftn^es,  iti  a'lfetc 

to  the  Mae viad,  that  "  tlie  contest  was  without  dati- 
ger,and  the  victory  without  gloryj^'from  thelmpotepoe 
of  fhesb  Askaparta,  we  most  disbel)t.ih>ni^tlKi$ob9enRi^> 
tiofi:  It  stircly  rcxjinrcd  fid  al6fidcr  dtgWJe  «f  ddftdr 
courage  to  attack  a  host,  hbv?ever  puny  In  tfe^nfjfielves, 
who  had  the  current  of  popular  applause  fpr  theic  in- 
trenchment^  and  coluirms  behind  i^iuiisra  olpierii' 
tuted  and  venal  joumats  ready  ^  repel  the  attack. 
Accordingly  the  chanrpi<^n  of  s^rrsc  arndpbe^  was  in 
bia^turn  assailed,  by  the  "  angry  ebullitions  of  folly 
unmasked  and  vanity  mortified/*  .  In  the  apprpj^ation 
and  Appkuae  ^of  the  good  ajiMl<^ise/  howoi'eryriMa. 
Giiibrd/efond  mM  cm^  b(  se^f-eon^ralMimr,  wMe 

the  imbedfe  attacks  of  fbols  or  knaVeS  passed  by  Rftt 
like  « the  idle  wind.'* 

Tb«  Maviaik  appeared  in  iheymt  iJQIk^wt^amj 
be  deemed  a  second  ptfit  ef  the  B^rtsjy^  Hb^Msn^ 
of  the  fortncr  wa^  particularly  restrfcttrf  id  'fbt  itdXi^ 
netleers  and  ode-monzers  of  the  CVuscan  school :  feut 
the  latter  embraced  CruscMnznA  ffarI(^uiu.dgf^fDaij/i^ 

,,iMin^fc^^^^«i  ■■■*    ■„     ,.■■■■■     m^h    ■■■^■■^   up    n    1*1    ■liif'Vturffi  *i<   pi'.''    ** 

yler,  b^aato  ryc)l<ietenpincd>>.wkboatn)ii6fi/^|^%JtnccQfwM> 
ocM»  to  try  wlwt  qottld  be  e%ofted  bj  ipy  £Mbk £09«r8  ;  aadec* 
cordbgly  wrote  the  following  poem*'  * 


As  there.bas  existed  but  onea[HQ](mti|)on  the  nlerits 
of  these  poems,  our  criltcism  would  be  a$  useless  as  we 
confess  it  would  be  feeble^  on  account  o£  our  limits. 
We  cannot,  however,  refrain  from  selecting  two  or 
three  short  passages  frocn  thtse  pociM^  wbicd  will 
convey  a  juster  idea  of  Mr.  Gtfford  to  those  who  can 
understand  them^  than  any  description  of  bis  cbarac* 
ter  by  another  hand. 

Is  a  grateful  remembrance^  io  prosperity,  <a£  those 
Avho  were  the  friendfe  of  our  adversity  an  wntable  trait? 
— ^Hear  Mr.  Gifibrd. 

**         Thrown  too  soon  on  the  world's  daogtfotts  tide 

**  To  sink  or  swim  as  chance  might  best  decide ; 

**  Me,  all  too 'weak  to  gain  the  distant  land, 

**  The  waves  had  whelmed,  But  that  an  outstretcK'd  hand 

*'  Kindly  upheld,  when  now  with  fear  unnerved, 

•*  And  still  protects  the  life  it  then  pfescnr'd. 

The  following  lines  arc  perhaps  unequalled  In.their 
poetical  beauty^  at  the  same  time  that  they,,  display 
sympathies  none  but  the  good  can  cherish. 

"  Suie,  if  QUF  fat€s  hang  on  some  hidden  powdr,  *'* 

^*  And  take  their  colour  from  tiic  natal  hour,  '* 

'*  Then,  Ireland,*  the  same  planet  on  us  rose ; 

**  Such  the  strong  sympathies  our  litres  disclose. 

**  Thou  know'fit  how  soon  we  fdt  this  influence  bhrnd', 

*'  And  aoeght  the  brook,  and  09ppicB,.liand  in  haJKl^ 

^  And  shap'd  rude  bow^,  and  unctMith  whistles  bltw^  [ 

_  m 

**  And  paper  kites  (a  last,  great  effort)  flew : : 

**  And  when  the  day  was  done,  retir'd  to  rest, 

**  Sleep  on  our  eyes,  and  sunshine  on  our  breast. 

**  In  riper  years,  again  together  thtown, 

**  Our  studies,  as  our  sports  before,  woe  PO^  '  ; 

**  Together  we  eitplor'd  the  stoic  page 

••  Of  the  Ligurian,  stern  tho'  beardless,  sage! 

*    The  Rev.  Mr.  Ireland,  vicar  of  Croydon,  Suney,  author  of 
«*  f'tndlcut  Regue^**  &c.  &c. 
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"  Together  too,  when  Greece  unlockM  her  ttorei » 
**  We  rov'd  in  thought  o'er  Troy's  devoted  shores, 
*^  Or  followed,  while  he  sought  his  native  soil, 
**  That  old  man  eloquent*'  from  toil  to  toil ; 
**  Lingering  with  good  Alcinous  o'er  the  tale, 
'^  Till  the  east  reddened,  and  the  stars  grew  pale* 
^'  So  part  our  li£e ;  till  Fate,  severely  kind, 
**  Tore  us  apart,  and  land  and  sea  dlsjoin'd 
'*  For  many  a  year  ;  now  met,  to  part  no  more, 
**  The  ascendant  power,  confessM  so  strong  of  yoit, 
^*  Sto>nger  by  abience,  every  thought  controuls, 
**  And  knits  in  perfect  unity  our  souls. 

Again  :  need  any  one  enquire  the  habits  of  bim 
v^bo  wrote  these  lines. 

«•  O  for  Aj  spirit.  Pope ! 


«( 


**  An  hour  may  come,  so  I  delight  to  dream, 
•*  Wben  slowly  wandering  by  thy  sacred  st/eam,* 
**  Majestic  Thames !  I  leave  the  world  behind, 
'  "  And  give  to  Fancy  all  the  raptured  mind. 
*'  An  hour  may  come,  when  I  shall  strike  the  lyre 
<<  To  nobler  themes :  then,  then  the  chords  inspire 
**  With  thy  own  harmony,  most  sweet,  most  strong, 
^  And  guide  my  hand  thro'  all  the  maze  of  song ! 

The  merits  of  the  Baviad  and  MaBviad  are  of  ana^ 
ture  to  perpetuate  the  memory  of  their  author,  and  the 
translation  of  Juvenal,  which  Mr.  GiiFord  has  recent- 
ly given  to  the  world,  would  ^  have  consecrated  his 
name  to  the  homage  of  remote  posterity,  even  had  no 
other  production  served  as  its  precursor  to  fame.  The 
satires  of  Juvenal  are  justly  ranked  among  the  best 
productions  of  the  ancient  poets,  and,  ^^  taken  for  all 
in  all,"  are  not  inferior  to  any.  Yet  it  was  not  until 
the  beginning  of  the  seventeenth  century  that  a  oooi<* 

Wc 


^lete  translation  of  Juvenal  was  attempted ;  and  evetk 
tWn  the  versions  of  Sh-  Robert  Stapylton  and  Barter 
Holyday  were  the  only  means  by  which  an  unlearned 
reader  could  obtain  a  glimpse  of  the  literary  treasures 
of  the  Rooian  satirist,  for  a  period  of  nearly  an  hun- 
dred years,  When  Dryden's  translation  appeared. 
With  the  chara6ler  of  this  translation  every  rehder 
must  be  sufficiently  acquainted.  Dr.  Johnson  has 
taid  of  it,  ^  that  it  preserves  the  wit,  but  wants  the 
dignity  of  JuveAal  !**  Without  enquiring  wbcthet* 
tfie  Doctor  meant  to  convey  praise  or  censure  by  this 
character-.  We  are  clearly  of  opinion  that  a  want  of 
Juvenal's  dignity,  cannot  be  atoned  for  by  any  other 
merit  in  his  translator.  But  it  is  not  necessary  td 
discusis  the  merits  of  former  translations  for  a  de* 
duction  cf  the  necessity  of  Mr.  GiiF6rd*8,  as  we  have 
aeen  that  otiier  motives  than  the  ffuNie  service  first 
urged  him  to  his  tiask,  stimulated  its  progress,  and 
decided  its  publication.  It  might  be  deented  arro* 
gant  in  us  to  pi^nounce  judgment  on  a  performand^ 
A>  lately  in  the  hands  of  the  public ;  we  will  therefore 
refirain  those  expressions  of  admiration  and  applause 
which  would. flow  ^*  trifpif^fy  from  our  tongue^'*  sen- 
sible that  tfae  judgment  of  posterity  will  do  ample 
justioe  to  the  **  Juvenal  of  ovk  age." 

'Since  this  article  was  begun  to  be  written,  the 
nobleman  to  whom  Mr«  Gifford  personally,  and  on 
his  account  the  British  public  generally,  owe  bound- 
iess^Kgations,  had  Jeft  our  world*  We  could  wish  it 
were  engraven  on  his  tomb~-*^^^  Hsrb  hiw  ths 
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gmong  our  flegenenated  and  dcg&nenAvAg  hcibicB  oM 
daim  so  proud  an  cpitapb  1  Om  however  t&adixn^ 
^  wbotn  the  poet  him^lf  has  tfaoa  stitig : 

**  Yet  6tte  remahiB,  one  hame  for  ever  clear, 
<<  Witk  whom,  eoniferstQg  nmoy  a  bappy  yetrg 
<*  I  iiiark'4  wilE  seertt  joy  die  opening  hibom 
**  Of  Tictue,  prescient  of  the  firoits  to  oome^ 
•*  Truth— 4iononr—scctitudc—*' 

It  h  oeedkiss  U>  add^  that,  the  nobIeasa»  alluded  to 
ivai  iJbtdhMhQKJkWE,  a<W  the  Ead  ofGroaveaor. 

BlesBed  with  meh  a  friend^  the  subject  of  these 
toetnom  is  salely  sheltered  frbm  the  stomas  of  life,  in 
an  harbour  which.  aSbrds  him  competence,  tranquil- 
iity^  and  respects  Iir  the  society  of  the  first  charaetors 
in  this  Conakry  fbr  rank,  talents,  and  taste>  does  the 
cit'Btwmt:  es^lthhoy^  :o{  the  Two  Brothers  HDiDgkySs 
h)  a  spherft  for  which  nature  evidently  designed  hiiD* 
Contrast iQg»  tbefefore>;  the  origin  of  William  Gii^d 
with  his  present  eminence  in  society,  we  may  describe 
the  emancipation  of  his  gefiiua  in  the  same  words  ai 
Pope  dtscribes  the  liberation  of  the  soul  by  dei^th, 
.  and.E^j^ 

*'  At  into  air  dire  purer  spirits  flow» 

**  And  separate  jfrom  their  kindred  dreg$  below^ 

**  So  flew  the  soal  to  its  conoemiai.  placv*" 


PROFESSOR  CARLYIJE. 

•Concerning  Professor  Carlyle  the  curioMtyrf 
the  ptrblfc  has  been  excited  both  by  his  writings  sod 
by  bis  late  travels  in  the  Eaft.    Wo  (hould  have  been 

»  bofpy 


Bappy  to  have  gratified  our  readers  with  an  account 
of  this  gentleman  more  detailed  than  the  following* 
We  have  not  been  deficient  in  our  exertions  to  obtain 
the  necessary  intelligence ;  and  though  what  we  have 
procured  is  not  copious^  we  have  at  Icafi:  the  pleasure 
of  knowing  that  it  is  accurate. 

Mr.  Carlyle  was  born  in  Carlisle  in  the  year  1759  • 
his  father  was  a  physician^  and  practised  in  that  place 
With  considerable  reputation.  In  1775  he  removed 
frcm  the  grammar-school  in  Carlisle  to  Chrift's  Col- 
lege,  Cambridge.  After  a  residence  of  about  twd 
years  in  Christ's  he  left  it^and  was  admitted  of  Queen's^ 
the  prospect  of  a  fellowship  which  was  offered  at 
Queen's  being  more  favourable  thaii  that  which  he 
enjoyed  at  Christ's. 

Soon  aifter  he  had  taken  hts  bachelor's  degree  he 
was  elected  fellow  of  Queen's.  The  literary  leisure 
afibrded  by  a  fellowship  seems  at  that  time  to  have 
bounded  bis  wishes  at  CambridgCi  as  we  do  not  find 
that  he  filled  any  university  office,  or  at  all  iengaged 
in  the  bustle  in  which  those  who  desire  to  establish 
an  interest  in  a  public  body  are  compelled  to  live :  the 
only  interruptions  to  his  studies  arose  from  attending 
private  pupils.  Among  those  who  were  under  his  care 
was  a  son  of  the  present  Bishop  of  Ely,  by  whom,  in 
consequence  of  bis  connection,  Mr.  Carlyle  was  after>» 
wards  presented  to  a  living.  , 

At  this  period  he  began  to  conceive  that  passion 
for  the  study  of  oriental  literature  by  which  his  name 
has  since  been  so  much  diftinguished.  The  study  of 
the  Arabic  language  recommends  itself^  by  a  variety 

Z  3  of 


340  MOFESSOR  CARIiYLE.'  1 

1 


of  attractions,  to  the  attention  both  of  a  Itrigirist  and 
a  scbolari  In  antiquity,  in  force  and  copiousness,  it 
is  not  inferior  to  the  mod  celebrated  languages  of  the 
worlds  and  its  writers,  though  tbey  mufl:  yield  to  the 
classics  of  Greece  and  Ron)e,  possess  great  and  pecu-' 
liar  merit.  The  poets  who  adorned  the  flourishing 
period  of  the  Khaliphat,  display  in  their  works  all  the 
forms  of  poetical  excellence :  with  the  energy  and 
magnificence  which  are  characteristic  of  the  eastern 
genius,  they  join  the  exactest  purity  pf  thought  and 
expression.  To  prove  the  superiority  of  the  Arabians 
in  works  of  imagination,  the  '*  Thousand  and  Oao 
Nights"  only  need  be  mentioned,  which  have  long 
been  the  delight  of  Europe,  though  suffering  under 
all  the  elTects  of  mutilation,  of  bad  translation,  and  of 
our  ignorance  x}f  the  oriental  manners,  to  which  they 
are  perpetually  referring.  The  mathematician  must 
look  for  the  first  principles  of  some  of  the  most  im- 
portant branches  of  his  science  in  the  writings  of  thei^ 
philosophers;  and  many  of  their  hiflorians  havcadde^t^ 
by  elegance  of  narration  and  weight  of  sentiment,  to 
the  natural  intcrefl  of  the  subjects  which  the  revolu- 
tion of  the  Mohamedan  empire  afforded  them. 

But  the  importance  of  the  language  appears  in  an-* 
other  consideration  distinct  from  the  merit  of  its 
fvriters.  The  Arabian  scholars  were  acquainted  with 
the  Greek  and  Roman  writers,  and  translated  them 
for  the  benefit  of  their  less  learned  countrymen. 
Among  the  many  nianuscripts  which  are  sprea^  over 
the  wide  extent  of  the  empire  of  the  Khaliphs,  it  may 
be  reasonably  concluded  thrit  some  of  these  transia- 
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tloos  wrvi ve^  and  that  a  future  search  may  discover 
them.  Our  bed  and  almost  our  only  hopes  of  reco- 
vering those  classics  which  have  been  hAy  are,  there- 
fore, founded  on  the  progress  of  Arabic  literature  c  it 
cannot  indeed  restore  them  in  their  full  value,  ^s  the 
graces  of  diction  must  perish  in  two  translations ;  but 
we  shall  obtain  the  facts  and  reflections  of  the  histo- 
rians, the  thoughts  of  the  poets,  and  the  precepts  of 
the  philosophers. 

The  university  library  at  Cambridge  contains  a  con* 
siderable  number  of  oriental  works,  and  therefore  af- 
fords great  assistance  to  the  Arabic  student,  whose 
greateil  obftacle  is  generally  a  want  of  books.  Mr.Car- 
lyle  enjoyed  in  his  studies  an  advantage  very  seldom 
attainable,  the  instructions  of  David  Zamio,  an  Asiatip, 
and  an  able  scholar.  Speaking  of  this  person,  Mr. 
Carlyle  observes,  that  "  be  was  born  at  Bagdad,  that 
*^  he  resided  with  him  some  time  at  Cambridge,  and 
*'  that  to  his  assistance  he  is  principally  indebted  for 
^*  any  knowledge  he  may  have  acquired  in  oriental 
**  literature." 

After  a  readence  of  about  ten  years  in  college,  Mr. 
Carlyle  married  and  settled  in  Carlisle.  He  soon  ob- 
tained considerable  preferments;  among  these  was 
one  of  tbfc  two  parish -churches  in  Carlisle,  of  which 
lie  performed  the  duty  many  years. 

In  1794,  Dr.  Craven,  the  preseat  master  of  St. 
John's  college,  resigned  the'  professorship  of  Arabic, 
and  Mr.  Carlyle  was  elected  professor.  The  profes- 
sors in  Cambridge  arc  not,  as  in  Scotland,  and  in  most 
of  the  universities  on  the  continent,  appointed  to  read 
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lectures  ;  they  are  required  more  particularly  to  de^ 
vote  their  private  studies  to  the  Subjects  of  their  pro* 
iisssorships ;  to  exert  their  abilities  in  extending  the 
bounds  of  knowledge,  not  in  communicating  it  to 
pupils.  The  duties  of  the  Arabic  professorship  seem 
to  have  been  in  some  degree  neglected  before  it  was 
filled  by  Mr.  Carlyle.  Dr.  Craven  is  acknowledged 
*  to  be  a  profound  and  various  scholar;  but  his  works, 
and  probably  his  studies,  are  little  connected  with  the 
Arabic  language ;  and  the  preceding  professors,  for 
more  than  a  century,  have  liot  promoted  oriental  li« 
terature  by  any  exertions  of  which  the  memory  now 
survives. 

Mr.  Carlyle  was,  in  1795,  collated  ,to  the  chanceU 
lorship  of  Carlisle,  which  was  vacated  by  Dr.  Paley, 
the  celebrated  author  of  the  **  Principles  of  Moral 
and  Political  Philosophy,",  in  consequence  of  other 
preferments.  It  is  peculiar  to  the  chancellor  of  Car- 
lisle that  he  visits  the  diocese,  a  circumstance,  in  his 
situation,  which  adds  greatly  to  its  dignity  and  im- 
portance. 

In  1796  appeared  the  "  Specimens  of  Arabian  Poe- 
try," the  work  by  which  Mr.  Carlyle  is  known  to  the 
public.  It  proceeded  from  the  Cambridge  university 
press,  and  is  printed  in  a  style  of  elegance  and  expencc 
calculated  to  prevent  that  general  circulation  which 
its  excellence,  and  the  interefting  nature  of  the  sub- 
jcct,  would  otherwise  have  undoubtedly  given*  to  it. 

The  object  of  the  work,  in  the  author's  words,  is 
"  to  afford  a  specimen  of  the  writings  of  the  principal 
^'  Arabian  poets^  and  to  form  a  history  (slight  indeed, 

"and 


'^  and  imperfect^  httt  to  an  Eagfi^  reader  perhaps  not 
"  uninstructive)  of  Arabian  poetry  and  literiature  dur- 
^^  ing  the  most  splendid  period  of  the  Mohanoedan 
'/  empire.** 

In  pursuance  of  this  object  he  has  selected  short 
pieces  from  the  principal  poets^  beginning  with  the 
most  ancient,  and  concluding  with  those  who  appear- 
ed in  the  decay  of  the  Khaliphat,  the  arrangement 
preserving  a  chronological  (U'der  as  far  as  it  can  be 
determined.  To  each  piece  is  affixed  a  short  preface, 
containing  some  account  of  the  author^  and  of  the  oc- 
casion of  his  composition. 

It  has  been  observed^  that  by  such  a  plan  a  correct 
^iew  of  the  merits  of  the  respective  poets  cannot  be 
exhibited.  If  the  character  oiAilicus  were  translated 
by  an  Arabian  with  accuracy  and  happiness,  it  might 
convey  to  his  countrymen  an  idea  of  Pope's  satirical 
powers;  but  if  they  judged  of  him  from  this  speci- 
men alone,  while  they  remained  ignorant  of  the  su- 
blime pathos  which  breathes  in  the  epistle  of  Eloisa 
to  Abelard,  the  wit  and  imagination  which'  enliven 
the  Rape  of  the  Lock,  and  the  energy  and  dignity  of 
his  Moral  Eflays,  they  must  form  a  very  imperfect 
estimate  of  his  genius.  The  opinion  of  an  author 
which  is  founded  on  a  single  production  will  often  be 
false  as  well  as  imperfect.  Of  the  English  poets  who 
are  now  read,  Cowley,  if  we  regard  his  general  charac- 
ter, is  the  most  rugged  in  his  numbers,  and  the  mod 
unnatural  in  his  conceits.  But  if  we  were  to  derive 
Wr  judgment  of  him-  from  his  wdl  known  lines, 
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^*  Th*:  adomittg  dtee  with  so  xwuk  fa% 

«  Is  but  ft  barbarous  skill ; 
**  'Tis  like  the  pois'ning  of  adarty 

**  Too  apt  before  to  kill  ;*' 

we  sbpuld  conclude  that  he  was  distinguished  bj. 
happy  ease  both  of  thought  and  expression. 

It  was  not  Mr.  Carlyle's  design  so  much  to  display 
the  merits  of  the  Arabian  poets,  as  the  nature  of  Ara* 
bian  poetry.  It  is  a  common  and  mistaken  idea  that  an 
inflated  and  metaphorical  style  is  the  characteristic  of 
Arabian  poetry ;  but  he  has  shewn  in  his  specimens 
that  the  poets  of  the  classical  ages  were  guided  by  the 
exactest  judgment  and  the  most  refined  taste,  and 
that  in  simplicity  and  purity  their  compositions  may 
be  safely  compared  with  the  chastest  models  which 
can  be  selected  either  from  the  ancient  or  modern 
poets  of  Europe. 

The  biographical  notices  afExed  to  the  specimens  do 
not  seem  to  be  in  proportion  to  the  merits  of  the  cha- 
racters to  whom  they  relate,  but  to  have  varied  from 
the  abundance  or  scarcity  of  his  materials.  They  are 
written  with  great  elegance,  and  are  in  the  highest 
degree  entertaining :  he  mixes  history,  anecdote,  and 
criticism  ;  but  in  many  of  the  cases  all  the  infortna- 
tion  is  not  supplied  which  our  ignorance  and  curiosity 
require. 

Tn  his  translation  of  the  ^*  Lines  addressed  to  a 
Friend  on  his  Birth-day/*  which  contain  one  of  the 
most  beautiful  thoughts  in  the  whole  compassof  oc- 
casional poetry,  Mr.Carlyle  will  not  suffer  by  com- 
parison with  another  translator,  who  is  understood  to 
have  been  Sir  William  Jones*  The  translations  are  as 
follow; 
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When  bora,  in  tears  we  saw  thee  drowned. 

•  .  .•    « 

While  thine  assembled  friends  around 

With  smiles  their  joy  confest ; 
So  live^  that  at  thy  parting  hoar 
They  may  the  flood  of  sorrow  pour. 

And  thou  in  smiles  be  drest. 

SIR  WILLIAM  JONEs's. 

Pn  parent  lap^  a  naked,  new-bom  child. 
Weeping  thou  ]a3^'st9  while  all  around  thee  snul'ds, 
So  live,  that,  sinking  into  Death *s  last  sleep. 
Calm  thou  roay'st  smile,  while  all  around  thee  weep. 

In  estimating  the  merits  of  the  two  translationSi^ 
}he  simplicity  of  the  one  is  to  be  weighed  against  tb^^ 
elegance  of  the  other.  The  writer  of  this  article 
cannot  mention  where  Sir  William  Joneses  lines  are 
to  be  found,  and  as  be  quotes  from  memory,  be  may 
have  altered  them  in  some  manner,  though  he  hopes 
not  in  an  essential  one. 

In  1799*  Mr*  Carlyle  was  drawn  from  his  retirC' 
inent  to  be  engaged  in  a  variety  of  new  and  interest- 
ing scenes.  In  that  year  Lord  Elgin  was  sent  em- 
))assador  to  the  Ottomam  Court,  and  Mr.  Carlyle  ac- 
companied his  Lordship,  not  in  a  political  but  a  lite- 
rary character.  The  services  which  the  Porte  bad 
received  and  expected,  disposed  it  to  regard  us  at  that 
time  with  peculiar  favour  ;  and  it  was  thought  that 
an  European  might  be  admitted,  through  the  in« 
flucnceof  our  embassador,  into  the  libraries  of  Con- 
stantinople. These  libraries  have  long  been  supposed 
to  abound  with  neglected  treasures,  and  it  was  there- 
fore determined  to  send  an  oriental  scholar^  who^  tak- 
ing 
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ing  advantage  of  the  opportunity  which  offered^  might 
examine  them,  and  satisfy  the  curiosity  they  have  ex- 
cited. The  reputation  of  Mr,  Girlyle  directed  the 
planners  of  the  embassy  to  him,  as  a  person  whose  abi- 
lities and  knowledge  enabled  him  efiectually  to  pro- 
mote the  success  of  their  views. 

He  was,  according  to  expectation,  admitted  into 
the  libraries,  and  made  catalogues  of  the  works  they 
contain.  What  he  discovered  in  them,  lost  or  un- 
known to  Europe,  is  not  sufficiently  known ;  but  it 
is  supposed  that  he  found  the  manuscripts  of  the 
greatest  importance  more  connected  with  oriental  than 
European  literature.  His  enquiries  in  Constantinople 
were  not  confined  to  the  libraries  alone:  that  celebrat* 
ed  city  affords  in  its  buildings,  in  the  manners  and 
religion  of  its  inhabitants,  innumerable  objects  to  en- 
gage the  attention  pf  such  an  observer  9s  Mr.  Carlyle. 

After  a  residency  of  spme  months  in  the  capital,  he 
undertook,  with  a  small  party,  a  very  extensive  expedi- 
tion into  the  provinces  of  the  empire.  His  route  lay 
through  Asia  Minor,  and  thrpugh  countries  which  had 
not  been  penetrated  by  Europeans  s|nce  the  Turkish 
conquest.  Their  journQy  was  not  performed  withput 
frequent  and  great  dangers.  The  distant  provinces 
neither  feel  nor  acknowledge^  the  superiority  pf  the 
Grand  Seignior,  and  the  firman  which  Mr.  Carlyle 
and  his  fellow-travellers  shewed  often  procured  them. 
insult  instead  of  protection.  The  power  is  divided 
among  Bashaws,  who  govern  small  districts,  a  few 
miles  in  circumference,  with  independent  authority. 
These  are  the  oppressors  of  the  people^  and  the  slaves 
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#f  Ibeir  soldiers.  At  a  place  where  the  travellers 
popped  tp  spend  the  night,  two  Bashaws  had  been 
murdefed  w)tbin  a  few  months.  Immediately  after 
they  alighted  they  were  surrounded  by  a  number  of 
soldiers,  whose  condjuct  appeared  tp  menace  equally 
their  property  and  their  lives.  In  this  emergency 
they  applied  tp  the  Bashaw,  who  could  not  impart  to 
them  the  security  he  did  not  enjoy  himself;  and  tbeir 
deliverance  was  owing  to  the  ignorance  and  cowar- 
dice of  the  ruffians,  who  expected  a  more  powerful 
resistance  than  could  have  been  made  to  them. 

Mr.  Carlyle  spent  some  time  in  the  Troad,  and 
purveyed  with  accuracy  the  site  which  hns  been  assign- 
ed to  ancient  Troy.  He  is  not  one  of  those  who  deny 
that  such  a  city  ever  exifted,  but  he  thinks  that  Ho- 
mer's description  fixes  it  where  it  cannot  possibly  have 
stood. 

After  a  very  long  journey  by  land,  he  took  shipping, 
and  sailed  to  Alexandria,  touching  in  his  voyage  at 
many  of  the  Grecian  islands.  With  Sir  Sydney  Smith, 
whom  he  found  at  Alexandria,  on  board  the  Tigre, 
he  spent  six  weeks.  During  part  of  this  period  the 
treaty  of  El-Arish  was  in  agitation,  and  the  inter- 
course which  it  occasioned  between  the  French  and 
English,  gave  him  many  opportunities  of  observing 
some  of  those  characters  who  have  excited  the  cu- 

« 

riosity  of  the  public,  by  the  memorable  circumstances 
with  which  thdy  were  connected  in  Egypt, 

From  Egypt  he  proceeded  into  Syria,  and  spent 
some  time  in  Jerusalem  and  other  remarkable  parts  of 
the  Holy  Land.    The  scripture-history  abounds  with 
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illusions  not  only  to  the  nature  of  the  country  \n 
general,  but  to  circumstancea  attending  particular 
parts  of  it ;  and  Mr,  Carlyle  might  enjoy  here  in  the 
highest  perfection  the  principal  advantage  to  be  de- 
rived from  travelling  over  a  celebrated  spot — ^that  of 
elucidating  the  descriptions  by  comparing  them  with 
the  spot,  and  the  spot  by  comparing  it  with  the  de- 
scriptions. 

Mr.  Carlyle,  in  common  with  all  those  who  have 
been  in  Egypt,  and  had  the  opportunities  of  procur- 
ing the  best  information,  regards  the  conduct  of  Bo«> 
naparte  in  that  country  and  Syria  in  a  very  unfavour- 
able light.  His  errors  at  the  siege  of  Acre  appeared 
to  proceed  not  so  much  from  want  of  capacity,  as 
ii-om  the  total  absence  of  sense  and  thought  One 
part  of  the  wails  of  the  city  stands  almost  at  right 
angles  to  the  sea,  and  another  parallel  to  it,  the  town 
standing  between  the  sea  and  the  lattpr.  Bonaparte 
^issaultcd  the  first  part,  which  was  commanded  by  our 
(ships,  neglecting  th^  other,  which  w^s  out  of  the 
reach  of  their  fire.  He  made  fourteen  attacks,  and 
would  have  continued  to  expo^  hi$  men  to  inevitable 
dcftruction,  had  not  Kleber  refused  to  ady^npe^  say* 

After  having  seen  Egypt,  Syria,  and  the  Holy  Land, 
Mr,  Carlyle  returned  to  Constantinople,  where  he 
continued  to  reside  during  some  time.  He  did  not 
observe  any  effects  of  that  virulent  hatred  of  Chris^ 
tians  which  is  said  to  prevail  among  the  Turks;  but 
l^iinks  as  little  danger  attends  an  European  in   the 
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streets  of  Constantinople  as  a  foreigner  in  any  Earo-^ 
peaii  capital. 

He  did  not  lose  the  opportunity^  which  was  novi^ 
offered  him,  of  travelling  into  Greece,  He  saw  the 
rains  of  soine  of  its  most  celebrated  cities^  and  many 
of  those  innumerable  places  which  have  been  digni-' 
fied  by  the  actions  of  its  ancient  heroes.  Among 
these  he  visited  the  plain  of  Marathon,  where  the 
monument  of  Miltiadcs  still  stands.  The  twenty* 
two  libraries  which  are  contained  in  the  twenty-two 
monasteries  of  Mount  Athos^  employed  much  of  his 
attention.  With  great  labour  he  made  catalogues  of 
all  the  works  they  contain.  Many  of  the  monks  im- 
pressed him  with  a  high  opinion  of  their  abilities  and 
learning,  and  he  professes  to  have  owed  much  to  their' 
civility  and  communicativeness.  From  Mount  At hos, 
among  other  acquisitions,  he  brought  a  manuscript 
of  one  of  the  plays  of  -5ilschylus. 

Before  his  return  *  to  England,  he  made  a  tour 
through  the  most  considerable  parts  of  Italy.  He 
has  compared  the  ruins  of  Athens  and  Rome,  stnd 
thinks  that  the  admiration  resulting  from  the  contem- 
plation of  objects  which  appear  with  unexpected 
grandeur,  will  not  strike  at  Rome  those  who  have 
viewed  Athens ;  such  is  the  superiority  which  the  in- 
genuity and  public  spirit  of  the  Athenians  gave  them 
over  the  power  of  the  Romans,  to  whose  cfForts,  in 
raising  monuments  of  their  greatness,  the  riches  of  a 
mighty  empire  contributed-  From  Italy  he  returned 
through  T)rol  an4part  ofGermany  to  England^  where 

he 
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he  landed  in  September  1801^  after  an  absence  en 
two  yearSy  during  which  his  literary  objects  and  hii 
curiosity  bad  carried  him  into  afl  tbb  tiiost  cefebrated 
countries  df  the  Old  World. 

In  thiS'  sketch  of  his  traveliii  it  has  not  been  pro^ 
)>osed  so  mticfa  to  satisfy  as  to  excite  the  expectations 
tof  the  public^  That  full  and  precise  account  whicti 
it  will  undoubtedly  desire^  must  be  expected  froni 
Mr.  Carlyle  himself,  whom  the  motives  which  en- 
gaged him  in  such  long  and  dangerbus  expedition^ 
Ivill  induce  to  communicate  the  information  which 
they  gave  him  the  opportunity  of  acquiring.  Tbe 
kiovclty^  variety^  and  importance  of  what  he  has  seen; 
and  hid  power  of  adding  interest  to  bid  narr^tion^  by 
the  extent  and  refinement  of  his  knowledge,  will  ren-* 
der  the  account  of  bis  travels  a  work  of  the  higbesk 
talue. 

•  •  •  : 

Since  bis  return  to  England  be  has  been  presented 
hy  the  Bishop  of  Carlisle  to  the  living  of  Ncwcaitte-^ 
tipon-Tyne,  supposed  to  be  worth>  lCX)Ol.  per  annum; 
It  lis  said  that  he  suffers,  ahd  has  suffered  since  tb<^ 
beginning  of  last  winter,  under  a  severe  illness,  occa- 
sioned by  the  fatigues  and  variety  of  climate  he  has 
experienced.  We  hope  that  be  will  soon  be  restored 
to  a  state  of  health  which  will  allow  bitn  to  attend  to 
'  bis  important  literary  engagements,  and  enjoy  thoto 
satisfactions  which  must  attend  the  remembrance  of 
his  public  laboum.^ 
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kR.  HENRY  MACKENZIE, 

AVTHdR  OP  THE  MAN  Of  PEELINGj  8cc.  &C. 

HENRY  MACKENZIE,  a  matt  eminent  by 
tenderness  add  deganee  of  genius^  by  bis  love  o£ 
literatore,  by  diligence  and  ability  in  busiilese^  and  bj^ 
the  attractions  of  bis  cooversation  and  manners,  wasi 
born,  as  we  have  been  informed^  about  the  jeai! 
1746. 

His  father  waa  Dr.  Joshua  Mackenzie,  of  a  distinj 
guisbed  branch  of  the  ancient  family  of  the  Mac'ken-* 
zies  of  the  North  of  Scotland.  He  was  a  gentleman 
ef  great  worth  and  benevolence ;  and  died  last  year^ 
fn  Edinburgh,  at  the  advaneed  age  of  eighty-one. 

The  gentleman,  whose  merits  are  the  subject  ol 
this  memoir,  after  recdiving  a  liberal  education  wiib 
the  advantages  usual  in  Scotland,  chose  for  his  pro« 
ftssion  to  engage  iir  a  particular  department  of  tbd 
practice  of  the  law;  and  lathe  year  17 66  became 
an  attorney  in  the  Scottish  court  of  exchequer* 

A  taste  for  even  the  delicacies  of  the  polite  Htera** 
ture  df  France  and  England  had,  just  about  that 
time,  become  fashionable  in  the  best  society  in  Scot* 
land.  David  Hume,  Lord  Kaimes,  Dr.  Robertson,^ 
and  Dr.  Adam  Smith,  had  already  cultivated  history^ 
philosophy,  and  eloquence,  with  a  success  which  ex« 
cited  emulation,  and  in  conditions  of  life  from  which 
the  same  praise  might  appear  desirable  to  the  gentle-* 
ftian,  the  man  of  business,  and  the  man  of  the  world, 
who  would  have  disdained  the  pedantry  of  obscure 
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erudition.  Macpherson*s  translation  of  the  remains  of 
Ossian,  Home's  tragedy  df  Douglas^  and  t  few  other 
successful  pieces  in  the  literature  of  fancy,  had  been, 
.  also,  produced,  from  which  it  began  to  be  supposed, 
that  natives  of  Scotland,  even   while  permanently 
resident  there,  might  occasionally  excel,  not  liiercl/ 
in  science,  learning,  and  energy  of  sentiment,  but  in 
those  compositions,  which  required  a  skill  in  all  thb 
itiany-changing  colours  of  English  phraseology^  in  the 
finer  diversities  of  the  texture  of  English  style,  in 
those  modes  of  the  superficial  manners  of  English  life 
which  form  as  it  were  the  colouring  and  the  dtapery 
of  our  lighter  ethical  literature,  in  the  art  of  touching, 
those  keys,  of  giving  vibration  to  those  chords,of  educ* 
ing  those  sweetly  wild,  yet  exquisitely  artificial  sounds 
to  which  alonethe  native  tones  of  English  passion,  and 
the  peculiarenergies  of  English  imagination  are  wont 
to  awake  responsive. 

The  classics,  in  particular^  of  the  English  and 
French  literature  of  fiction,  wer?,  then,  read  in  Scot- 
land, with  incredible  fondness;  but, read  as  yet  only 
or  chiefly  by  people  of  fashion.  It  is  with  our  taste 
in  books,  as  with  our  fashions  in  dress.  As  the  par-: 
ticular  form  of  a  head-dress,  or  the  particular  cut  of  a 
KToat,  however  in  itself  happily  elegant  and  graceful, 
DO  sooner  descends  to  the  use  of  the  sbopkeeper*a 
smart  wife  or  the  beau  behind  a  compter^  than  it 
becomes  odious  to  the  gay  flatterers  of  high  life : 
so,  let  even  a  taste  for  literary  amusement  become 
general  among  the  common  people — and  the  great 
shall  be  $cen^  aIl,^o  contend  with  one  another  for 
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ftc  palni  of  ignorance ;  but,  let  any  one  species  of 
science  or  literature  have  just  shewn  itself  In  a  coun- 
try, aS  a  novelty,  find  be  known  as  yet  only  as  one  of 
the  pleasures  or  decorations  of  people  in  higher  life-^ 
jaild  you  shall  ^ee  them  pursue  it  with  a  zeal  thd 
most  ardent,  tad  a  diligence  the  most  persevering. 
With  this  advantage  in  their  favour,  the  works  of 
Le  Sage,  of  Fielding,  and  of  Smollet,  could  not  fail 
to  please  :  they  had  pleased  much  in  Scotland :  but 
the  firkt  partiality  for  them  among  the  more  refined 
order  of  readers,  had  already  -somewhat  abated. 
0)medy  in  tears^  and  sentimental  novels  were,  now, 
the  rage.  The  Tristram  Shandy  of  Sterne,  La  Nou-^ 
^elle  Ifeloise  by  Rousseau,  the  comedies  of  Diderot, 
and  still,  to  a  certain  degree,  the  novels  of  Richard- 
son,  were  the  favourite  volumes.  These  even  the 
unskilful  affected  highly  to  admire.  Upon  these, 
the  public  taste  was  formed.  A  young  man,  with  A 
fondness  for  study,  and  feeling  the  first  impulses  of 
genius  niight,  indeed/ happen  not  to  have  read  them  ; 
but  be  could  not  listen  to  conversation  on  any  sub- 
ject related  to  taste  in  the  literature  of  fancy,  without 
being  taught  "to  think  those  excellencies  for  which 
they  were  distinguished,  the  best  virtues  and  gracel 
of  whatever  was  elegant  in  literary  composition. 

Grenitfs  springs  not  up,  like  an  Arabian  palace  of 
enchantment,  in  the  desart,  without  the  exercise  of 
visible  means  in  its  creation.  It  is  not  born  with 
that  Culture  and  those  biases  to  which  we  owe  the 
particular  efforts  and  productions  which  afterwards  ^ 
distinguish  it  in  the  world.     One  may,  therefore, 
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hope  to  be  pardoned  in  this .  attempt  to  trace  those 
circumstances  in  the  state  of  thie  literature  and  taste 
of  the  time  of  Mr.  Mackenzie's  early  youth,  by  which 
he  was  guided  to  try  with  such  success,  those  species 
of  writing  which  delight  to  melt  the  heart  with  ten- 
derness, to  refine  the  soul  to  delicate*  generosity  of 
Sentiment,  and  to  divert  the  fancy  with  the  elegant 
poignancy  of  Attic  wit. 

His  first  attempts  at  composition  were  poetical. 
He  wrote,  while  very  young,  many  small  pieces  in 
verse.  And,  though  of  the  gentlest  and  kindest  of 
tempers,  he  was  enticed,  probably  by  desire  of  the 
praise  of  wit,  sometimes  to  try  his  powei^  in  satire. 

Yet^  he,  even  then,  appears  to  have  delighted  much 
rather  in  the  tenderness,  the  simplicity,  and  the 
charming  freshness  of  imagery  which  belong  to  the 
pastoral.  His  verses  took  sometimes  the  form  and 
plaintive  tone  of  the  elegy.  And,  he  is  known  fo 
have  tried,  also,  to  accommodate  poetry  to  the  ends 
of  ethical  disquisition. 

From  these  juvenile  attempts  in  poesy,  he  was  soon 
encouraged  to  aspire  to  rival  the  admired  masters  in 
the  composition  of  the  sentimental  and  pathetic 
novel.  In  1768,  or  perhaps  17  69,  he  wrote,  in  bis 
hours  of  leisure  from  professional  employment, 
that  beautiful  small  piece,  the  Man  of  Feeling.  It 
was  not,  at  first,  received  with  the  favour  due  to  its 
xnerit,  by  those  sagacious  booksellers  to  whom,  with- 
out any  demand  of  copy«money,  he  made  offer  of  it 
•  fbr  publication.  But,  this  difficulty  was,  at  last, 
overcome.    The  book  was  printed.    It  came  out 
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without  the  author^s  name.  And  it  bad  been  bat  a 
very  short  time  before  the  public,  when  every  voice 
was,  to  enthusiasm  eager  in  its  praise.  The  fair^ 
especially,: and  the  young  were  its  passionate  admirers* 
Never  were  the  native  sentiments  of-  uncorrupted 
youth,  represented  in  a  light  more  enchantmgly  ami* 
able.  It  seemed  as  if  the  work  were  by  some  disciple 
of  Shaftesbury  and  Hutcheson,  accustomed  to  refer 
the  origin  of  all  our  moral  ideas  to  unreasoning  but 
delicately  sensible  internal  feeling :  and  Harlcy,  the 
hero>  of  the  tale,  was,  as  it  were,  moral  sense  all  oven  . 
Rousseau  relates,  that,  when  his  Nouvelle  Heloise 
was  published  at  Paris ;  the  ladies  of  that  capital  sup- 
posed the  adventures  of  St.  Preux  to  have  been  those 
of  the  author  himself;  and  were,  to  such  a  degree^ 
enraptured  with  the  charming  man,  that  he  might 
probably  have  succeeded  in  an  intrigue  with  any  one 
of  them  to  whom  he  should  have  chosen  to  offer  his 
addresses.  The  virtue  of  the  ladies  of  Edinburgh 
would  be  exceedingly  disgraced  by  comparison  with 
the  amorous  facility  ascribed  to  those  of  Paris.  Nor 
was  the  virtuous  sensibility  of  Harley  to  be  compared 
with  the  ardent  sensuality  of  St.  Preux.  But,  we 
believe,  the  same  fancy  that  the  adventures  of  Harley 
were  those  of  the  author  of  the  Man  of  Feeling  him- 
self;  and  a  similar  partiality  to  a  being  so  tender 
of  heart,  endowed  with  moral  sympathies  so  exqui- 
sitely fine,  and  so  delicately  good ;  were  extremely 
common,  for  a  while,  among  the  female  readers  of 
Mr.  Mackenzie's  novel. 
Since  the  names  of  Z^  Nouvelle  HeJoise^  and  of 
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St.  ]^riux,  have  bfecn  here  metilioned ;  Me  is  natnrsUlf 
tempted  td  add,  without  meaning  any  insitiuatiod 
Adverse  to  the  idea  cf  the  originality  of  Mr.  Macken- 
iie*S  genius ;  that  the  character  and  adventnrfe^  of 
tiarfey  hate  befert  said  to  be  imitated  from  those  df 
the  hero  of  Routeeau'^s  novel,  tvlth  a  freedom  and 
deviation',  indeed,  ivbich  almost  create  an  6riginrf, 
yet  with  a  resemblance  sufficient  to  indicate  what 
model  the  Writer  had  in  his  eye.  Harley  is  St.  Preuit 
in  all  bat  the  fire  of  genius  and  of  passion.  Instead 
of  the  glowing  sensuality  of  the  hero  of  the  Frettcb 
novel,  he  Js  refined  to  a  sainted  or  ang^l  purity  6f 
fcoul.  He  reasons  little  i  he  needs  not  to  be  gsided 
by  the  cold  piircepts  of  rcasoA  :  he  has  *mofal  sefisi* 
bility  to  keep  hitn  evei^  amiably  in  the  right :  bat 
then,  his  moral  sensibility  is  aflive  even  to  a  degree  of 
itaorbixi  delicacy  and  tremulous  feebleness.  His  ad- 
ventu)^  dre  such  as  tend  to  shew  his  character  in  all 
tlie  lights  ne^essafy  to  make  us  see  it  fully  and 
distinctively.  He  is  educated  in  retiretnetit  t  b* 
6omes  to  town,  and  there  Visits  Somis  Remarkable 
scenes,  and  has  a  part  in  some  striking  incidents  :  htf 
retutns  to  the  country,  and  after  languishing  a  while 
in  love  which  he  dares  not  tell,  expires  in  a  joy  too* 
^ffcat  pot  to  overpower  his  feebleness,  at  the  Very 
moment  when  he  learns  that  his  love  would  not  be  ao^ 
returned.  All  the  imagery  artd  incidents  of  the  piee« 
accord  with  the  cast  and  spirit  of  the  principal  cha* 
hicter.  They  are  delicately  tender  j  and  they  are 
adapted  to  touch  the  springs  of  tenderness  in  tftc 
benrL    The  author  delights  ifi  the  detail  of  minute 
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im^g^t  ^nd  hp  know^  to  make  that  exquisitely 
intercstiog  whicJb  would  be,  in  other  hands,  trivial 
;iqd  insipid*  In  t  work  with  such  beauties,  one  for- 
gets all  severity  of  judgnfii^nt  in  the  regard  of  style. 
But,  the  style  of  the  Man  of  FeeJinj^  might  defy  suclj 
severity.  It  Js  pure,  more  pure  indeed  from  Scoti** 
i:isms  than  from  Gallicisms,  sweet,  ^nd  elegant  witl^ 
dignity,  but  without  pomp. 

The  autbor*3  name  remained,  for  a  time,  unknown 
bcypnd  the  circle  of  his  private  friends.   But,  in  Eng- 
laiKl  as  in  Scotland,  it  was  thought,  that  he  must,  cer- 
tainly, be  tbe  most  amiable  of  men  ;  and  the  ladiea 
in  particular,  were  anxiously  desirous  tQ  learn,^— wb9 
^n  the  world  it  might  b^  ?   A  Mr*  Ecples,  a  young 
^rish  clergyoian  became,  amidst  these  circumstance^ 
aiDbitious  to  usurp  the  praise  of  it.     For  soine  pur^ 
pose,  whether  of  love,  of  interest,  or  of  mere  vapity,  be 
was,  it  seems,  capable  of  taking  the  pains  to  transcribe 
the  wbol^  work,  aJid  even  of  marking  his  manuscripl; 
l^itb  eraspres  and  interlineations,  to  give  it  .an  air  Qi 
being  that  copy  in  which  the  author  had  wrought  the 
last  polish  on  bis  piece  before  transcribing  it  ibr  the 
pres^  The  nianii script  was  fpund  among  that  gentle- 
|i>an*s  papers,  aftef  his  death ;  and  had,  for  a  time,  tbe 
p&xt  to  e^ite  ^mong  some  persons  who  were  not  . 
better  iafonped,  the  persuasion  for  wl)ich  be  seems  tQ 
bave  intended  it. 

The  success  with  which  the  -^  Man  ofF^eling^^  had 
been  published,  encouraged  it3  real  author  to  give, 
f^itbin  no  long  time  after,  to  the  world,  a  poem,  unde? 
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the  title  of  *'  Pursuits  of  HappinesSy^  which  the 
writer  of  this  memoir  has  not  happened  to  read^  but 
which,  though  not  often  reprinted,  has  been  much 
commended  by  persons  well  able  to  judge  of  its 
merits. 

In  the  *^  Man  of  the  WorJS^  Mr.  Mackenzie 
next  produced  a  sort  of  second  part  to  the  "  Man 
of  Feeling."  It  breathes  the  same  tone  of  exqui- 
site moral  delicacy,  and  of  refined  sensibility.  In 
bis  former  fiction,  the  author  had  imagined  a  hero 
who  found  all  the  pleasures  and  all  the  pains  of  his 
life,  with  all  the  amiable  peculiarities  of  bis  character, 
in  constant  obedience  to  every  emotion  of  his  moral 
sense:  In  the  "  Man  of  the  World,''  he  exhibited,  on 
the  contrary,  a  person  rushing  headlong  to  misery  and 
ruin,  and,  spreadrng  misery  ail  around  him,  by  pur- 
suing  a  happiness  which  he  expected  to  obtain,  in 
defiance  of  the  moral  sense.  What  other  system  of 
moral  philosophy  had  ever  the  advantage  of  illustra- 
tions so  elegant,  as  these  volumes  afiford  of  that  of 
Hutcheson,  and  his  pupil.  Smith  ?  It  was  not  ung^a- 
ciously  received  by  the  public;  yet  not  altogether 
with  that  enthusiasm  of  delight  and  admiration  which 
the  Man  of  Feeling  had  commanded.  The  Man  of 
the  World  was  but  the  common  character  of  a  person 
sacrificing  all  better  considerations  to  the  headlong 
pursuit  of  selfish  and  sensual  pleasure.  This  cha« 
racter  had  been  often  before  drawn,  and  often  with 
a  bolder  hand,  with  happier  dexterity,  with  deeper 
skill.  The-Man  of  Feeling,  though  somewhat,  pcr- 
bapSj  a-kin  to  the  family  of  St.  Preux  and  of  Yorick, 
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was,  however,  in  many  respects,  a  true  originaK 
This  difference  in  nature  between  these  two  pieces^ 
might,  even  alone,  enable  us  to  account  for  the  inferi  * 
ority  of  the  success  of  the  Man  of  the  World.  Beside 
this,  however,  the  manner  of  the  author  was  no  longer 
new  to  his  readers  :  and  that  which  wants  the  charm 
of  absolute  novelty,  wants  what  is  by  much  the  best 
of  all  recommendations  to  the  favour  of  those  at 
least'  who  are  deficient  in  judgment  and  taste. 

When  the  late  Dr.  Samuel  Johnson  was  at  Edin^ 
burgh,  in  the  excursion  which  he  made  to  the  isles 
on  the  west  coast  of  Scotland ;  the  "  Man  of  the 
World**  was,  dt  thd  bouse  of  bis  friend  Mr.  Boswell^ 
put  in  bis  hands.  But  Johnson,  though  his  own 
writings  afford  indubitable  proo6,  that  be  possessed 
one  of  the  tenderest  of  human  hearts,  was  very  far 
from  being  willing  to  acknowledge  an  unreasoning 
moral  senfe,  as  tbe  true  principle  of  discrimination 
between  right  and  wrong,  in  the  mind  of  man  ;  and 
he  despised  or  raither  abhorred  the-  fashionable  whine 
of  sensibility,  as  comrbdnfy  afflicted,  and  vfery  often 
dangerous.  Perceiving;  therefore,  in  the  "  Man  of 
the  World,"  few  original  observations  oh  the  practice 
of  human  Hie,  and  nothing  in  the  incidents  and 
passions,  that  ^as,  at  once  new  and  admirably  faithful 
to  the  truth  of  nature ;  he  soon  threw  down  these 
volumes  with  disgust,  and  spoke  with  severe  and 
slighting  censure  of  their  merits. 
'  'Mr.  Mackenzie  had  the  fortune  to  meet  Dr. 
Johnson,  during  his  stay  at  Edinburgh,  at  breakfast^ 
one  morning,  in  the  house  of  the  late  amiable  Dr. 
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Blacktoek.  The  gentle,  vwd^,  mi  vm^^ffK^todj^ 
elegant  n)aBner$  of  Mr.  Mackenzie  avoidi^d  all 
olfence  to  the  irritable  Gpglisb  philosopher^  Butt 
unluckily,  after  Mr.  Macketiai^  had  gone,  M^* 
Blacktock  spoke  with  a  zeal  iq  his  praise,  \vhich  eXf 
pited  a  sort  of  conversation^^qaarrel  between  h^r  and 
Johnson.  She  justly  comn)ended  Mr^  Ma^k^of^ie, 
adjoining  to  tendemeeiB  and  eleganco  of  geniuaj  the 
most  amiable  social  virtues ;  and  mentioned^  ia  proof 
of  bis  filial  pi§ty,  that  his  father  and, he  lived  ^till 
together^  in  one  house^  in  ^uph  harmony,  th^t  it  were 
di;9icult  to  say,  whether  the  ^ther  shewed  greater 
esteem  and  kindness  for  his  son,  or  the  son  nnore  of 
reyerencQ  and  affectionate  a^t9thment  to  his  f^ither^ 
^'  They  ought  pot  to  live,  tbltis,  tPgcther,  Madam/*; 
fUswejQd  JphnsoR,  rovighlyf  JV&^»  9lapl{Ipfiki  much 
estooished  and  evei^  ^booked/  asl^e^^,  '^  how  Drv 
Johnpoij  coujd  think  sr  T'ttt^*^  TH  .sSf%  M9dam* 
bftving  ^tt^mod  th«  y«r?  pf  mwboQ4  and  4i«5retion, 

owght  tQ  become  the  mwter  of  ^  ftevly  fee  himself  f 

the  grdw  of  Wtorc^  and  Jtb«.  ttws  pf  society  r^quirej 
that  it  should; be  so.  |f  ifi  w^re  the  m^ntjpq  pf  Pra«' 
vid^ow,  that»pareqts  Qnd  their  growp-up  children 
$hould  coptioue  to  make  one  family ;  it  would  be 
Jess  wre  th^p  we,  qqw,  50^  that,  it  i*,  for  th<?m  to 
live  ii)  harmony  together/^  £vfn  thi9  obpervation 
could  not  rcQpncile  the  lady  to  the  id»  qf  making  that 
a  subject  of  reprchensipn  in  Mr.  M^qkenzie,  which 
appeared  to  her,  to  bq  the  most  ami?ible  quality  any 
young  man  cpuld  possess.  In  her  polite.  Qttentioa 
to  her  guept,  she  sopn  after  asked  Dr..  Jabnson  to 

take 


taikc  anotjier  oup  of  tea  i  though  he  had  before  4e^ 
clined  to  have  any  mora,  ^^  I  tell  tbee»  qq  !  wo.- 
inau  r'  replied  Johnson,  with  fierce  rudeness*  The^ 
parted  with  mutual  irritatipp.  ^ohofon  afterwards 
temembereci  the  B)aci:locks  with  respect  and  kind- 
nesfi.  ^ut>  their  gentlene^^  aiid  bepevolence.  had 
been  so  much  shocked  bjr  the  Foughncs$  of  his  man- 
ners and  the  ha^sbnesa  of  hi$  rem^rk$>  that  it  was 

■     ■  ■    • 

9t  least  with  no  common  exercise  of  christian  forbear^ 
i^nce^aad-ebarity^  if  they  were  able  aftery^ard  to  think 
pf  him  with  tha  ^me  benignity  of  judgment  and  <)r 
wishes  which  they  were  accustomed  to  exercise  to^ 
ward  every  person  else. 

.  Julia  dfi  R^uiignf^  a  novel,  iq  letters,  15  the  la$^ 
work  larjger  in  extent  than  a  tale  of  a  iew  page?, 
which  Mr.  Mackenzie  has  been  known  to  attempt 
in  tbia  way.  The  fable  is  not  uninteresting:  tbt 
letters  arc  written  with  great  elegance  and  propriety 
Df  Style.  But,  the  sentiments  and  characters  are 
out  of  nature ;  and  yet  not  among  tho^  ielicities  of 
imagination^  (or  which  we  are  wel)  i^ntent  to  see  the 
Ismtto  of  natbre  overleaped.  The  eyenta  arc  roman* 
tically  tragic)  and  not  of  pleasing  example,  '1  his 
piece  has  beep  less  frequently  reprinted  than  either 
the  «  Man  of  Feeling,"  or  the  «  Man  of  the  World." 
Yet,  there  i$  in  it,  much  to  give  delight  to  a  tender 
and  elegant  imiud,  much  that  might  even  transport 
H  youthful  faQoy  to  a  delirium  of  wild  melancholy  and 

iHe  produced  a  tragedy,  under  the  title  of  the 

^  Prince  of  Tunis,"  :wbich  was  acted  at  the  Edin- 

"*•  ... 

burgh 
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burgh  Theatre.  The  representation  was  repeated 
^ith  applause,  for  six  nights. — Mrs.  Yates,  then,  at 
Edinburgh,  appeared  in  the  principal  female  cba- 

•  •  •  • 

racter.— It  has  never  been  performed  at  any  of  the 
theatres  in  London. 

In  the  year  )77<5,  Mr.  Mackenzie  married  Miss 
Penuel  Grant,  sister  to  Sir  James  Grant,  of  Grant. 

Some  years  afler^  he  and  a  few  of  bis  friends  who 
used  to  meet,  occasionally,  for  convivial  conversation, 
at  a  tavern  kept  by  one  Bayll,  a  Frenchman,  projected 
the  publication  of  a  scries  of  papers  similar  to  the 
Spectator,  on  morals,  manners,  taste,  and  literature. 
They  were  united  in  a  club  which  had  the  name  of  th6 
TabemacJey  and  were  alf,  or  almost  all,  lawyers.  Mr. 
Mackenzie  was  at  the  head  of  the  project.  Mr.  Craig^, 
Mr.  Cullen,  Mr.  Bannatyne-Macleod,  now  judges  in 
the  supreme  courts  of  Scotland,  the  late  Mr.  Aber- 
crombie  who  died  a  Judge,  Mr.  Solicitor-general 
Blair^  and  Mr.  George  Home  clerk  of  session,  agreed 
to  become  his  coadjutors.  The  papers  were  to  be 
published  in  weekly  numbers  ;  and,  in  allusion  to  the 
representations  which  they  were  to  exhibit  of  human 
life,  sentiments,  and  manners,  it  was  settled  to  give 
them  the  common  title  of  **  The  Mirror'* 

This  scheme  was  carried  into  effect.  The  papers 
were  published  in  weekly  numbers,  each  filling  a  sheet 
\ti  folio.  The  succession  was  continued- for  more  than 
two  years.  The  prifce  of  a  single  copy  of  each  number 
was  threepence.  About  three  or  four  hundred  only 
were  fioli^,  in  single  papers ;  but  this  sate,  though  in- 
considerable^ served  at  lea&t  tomalec  the  ^whdevei^ 
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advantageously  known.    The  succession  of  the  num- 
bertfwas  no  sooner  closed,  than  the  whole  were  re- 
published in  three  duodecimo  volumes.     In  England 
especially,  they  were  now  read  with  great  applause. 
The  approbation  they  received  in  London,  which  for 
such  a  species  of  compositions  in  particular,,  is  the 
very  Athens  of  modern  Europe,  seemed  to  stamp  an 
authority  on  the  praises  of  those  by  whom  they  were 
commended  in  Scotland,  sufiicient  to  put  all  censure 
to  silence.     As  the  afuthors  mingled  in  the  highest 
circles  of  fashionable  and  literary  life,  they  wanted  not 
opportunity,  while  their  names  remained  unknown,  to 
promote  the  reputation  of  their  work,  by  many  little 
artifices,  which,  though   perfectly,  honourable  and 
disingenuous-r-for,  of  none  else  was  any  of  them  ca- 
pable—<;ould  not  have  been  equally  used,  if  they  had, 
from  the  first,  openly  avowed  it  to  be  theirs.     They 
had  the  discretion  to  hide  their  names  from  being  at 
all  mentioned  in  relation  to  it,  till  its  success  was  com* 
plete ;  and  then,  the  appropriation  of  the  different 
papers,  in  a  new  edition,  to  those  by  whom  they  had 
been  respectively  written,  served  bat  to  renew  and 
augment  the  public  curiosity  respecting  the  whole. 
They  took  money  for  the  copy-right ;  out  of  which 
they,  first,  bestowed  an  hundred  pounds  in  charity  to 
the  Orphan  Hospital ;  and  with  the  rest,  purchased 
an  hogshead  of  claret  for  the  use  of  the  club. 

Some  years  afterwards,  conceiving  that  they  had 
still  materials  sufficiently  fresh  and  original  among 
them,  to  furnish  out  another  series  of  similar  papers, 
they  produced,  in  the  same  manner,  the  numbers  of 

the 


the  Lt^mg^y  wbieb  were  equally  roedved  wiA  hvawp 
at  their  lir^t  appearance;  were  collected  in  Aubiequeni 
editions  in  duodecimo  and  octavo ;  were  at  Iwt  ptib^ 
Jicly  avowed  by  the  autbor*;  and  contjnjie  rtill  to  be 
read  with  pleasure  wherever  tbe  Engliab  language  is 
known.  Mr.  Frazer-Tytler,  now  Lord  Woodhouielie 
of  the  court  of  sessipn,  the  late  Dr.  Henry  the  histcv- 
ruin,  Dr.  Currie  of  Liverpool,  and  some  few  pthar 
correspondent^,  had  furnished  contributions,  not  iq 
great  quantity,  which  were  inserted,  in  the  Mirror  an4 
Jjounger,  among  the  writings  of  the  club. 

In  attempting  to  judge  of  the  merits  of  these  twq 
publications,  one  must  begin  with  owning,  that  tbey 
are  but  Imitations.  The  imitatioq  pf  the  plan  of  the 
Tatlers,  Spectators,  and  Guardians,  is,  indeed,  pom^ 
inon  to  the  Mirrors  and  Loungers,  wjth  many  otbeF 
series  of  papers  of  a  similar  nature.  But,  I  doubt, 
vrhether  there  be  any  other  similar  set  of  papers  that 
has  less  than  thes^  of  originality  to  boast,  in  the  twq 
great  provinces  pf  ethical  observations  penetrating 
beyond  the  mere  surface  of  life,  to  the  general  nature 
of  man,— and  of  light,  airy  fictions  illustrative  of  thi^ 
familiar  manners  of  society.  Of  scriqus  morality,  they 
have  nothing  of  which  the  elements  i^ay  ppt  be  found 
in  the  papers  of  Steele,  Addison,  Johnspo^  ^nd 
Hawkesv^orth.  Their  dreams  have  been  dreamed^ 
told,  and  interpreted  before :  their  visions  have  beci^ 
seen  by  former  seers :  their  letters  from  feigned  cha« 
racters,  are  merely  echoes :  their  allegorical  ironies 
scarce  ever  present.  Humour  otherwise  than  in  old 
clothes  which  she  had  hdhtc  worn  threadbare. 

It 
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It  is  rerriatkable,  too,  that  though  writing  in  Scot- 
Idrtd,  they  have  written  1-ather  of  English  than  of 
Scottish  manners.  They  probably  feared,  that,  K 
they  should  boldly  venture  to  mark  the  leading  fea- 
tares  of  the  manners  peculiar  to  Scottish  society ;  thejr 
might  by  this  both  excite  the  ofFefnce  of  that  narrow 
pro^ffhcial  circle  in  which  they  moved,  and  at  thfe 
same  time  produce  a  work  that  would  have  too  much 
t)f  Scottish  in  it,  to  find  favour  in  England.  Besides, 
the  spirit  In  which  they  wrote  seems  to  have  been  too 
much  a  merely  imitative  one,  to  take  full  advantage 
of  those  circumstances  favourable  to  originality,  in 
Vrhich  their  design  was  executed. 

A  few  of  the  papers  of  the  Mirror  and  Lounger^ 
Irre  on  topics  of  metaphysical  criticism,  and  meta- 
physical disquisition  on  subjects  in  the  law  of  nature; 
and  nations,  such  as  was  then  much  studied  in  th^ 
Scottish  universities.  In  these,  the  authors  are  sel- 
dom happy.  These  essays  Waiit  precision^  from  the 
attempt  to  give  them  popular  case  atkl  looseness : 
they  are  obscure,  from  the  impossibility  of  rendering 
ideas  so  abstract  and  refined,  at  once  popular  and  fa- 
miliar :  they  are  incomplete,  because  the  limits  of  the 
papers  did  not  permit  them  to  be  extended  to  the  re- 
quisite length  1  and  they  are  often  evea  otherwise  of 
little  value,  because  the  opinions  in  them  seem  to 
have  been  hastily  taken  up,  slightly  considered,  tiud 
often  not  very  clearly  and  definitely  apprehended, 
even  by  the  writers  themselves.  Prom  this  censure 
ate,  however,  to  be  excepted  the  papers  on  Dreaming 
by  Df.  Bcattie  of  Aberdeen,  which  seem,  indeed,  to 
Be  the  pride  of  that  philosopher's  writings. 
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In  the  pathetic,  and  in  delicate  Addisonian  ha^ 
ixiour,  consists  the  chief  power  of  these  papers:  and, 
in  these  two  species,  they  cannot  be  dented  to  present 
many  instances  of  uncommon  excellence.    The  tale 
of  the  death  of  La  Roche,  which  aims  to  convert  the 
deist  by  the  mere  force  of  sensibility,  is  certainly  one 
of  the  mbst  tender  and  affecting  which  man  can  read. 
The  letters  signed  John  Homespun,  are  equal  in 
merit,  to  perhaps  the  best  of  Addison^s  similar  papers 
in  the  •*  Spectator,"  or  of  those  by  Chesterfield  in  the 
"  World."     Hawkcsworih*s  tales  in   the  "  Adven- 
turer,** may  perhaps  be  thought  to  excel  those  of  the 
Mirror  and  Lounger,  in  the  pathos  of  general  effect 
resulting  from  the  common  power  of  character,  inci- 
dents, sentiments,  and  general  design.     But,  in  that 
pathetic  which  depends  on  the  minute  display  of  ten- 
der and  picturesque  imagery,  the  writers  of  the  Mir- 
ror and  Lounger  are  unrivalled  by  those  of  any  other 
collection  of  periodical  papers.     Nor,  though  there 
be  a  greater  profusion  of  wit,' and  that  more  poignant, 
in  the  papers  of  the  **  World"  and  the  "Connoisseur,** 
should  we  think  of  comparing  even  these  papers  with 
those. of  the  Scottish  writers,  in  respect  to  that  deli- 
cacy, that  elegant  felicity  of  wit  and  humour,  which  is 
the  most  envied  praise  of  Horace  and  of  Addison. 

It  must,  indeed,  be  owned  of  the  papers  of  the 
Mirror  and  Lounger,  that  they  wear  very  much  the 
air  of  having  been  written  by  men  of  fashion.  The 
colloquial  phraseology  which  occurs  in  them,  is  not 
only,  in  general,  pure,  but  is  also  that  of  elegant,  ra« 
tber  than  of  mean  or  pedantic  society.    The  allusions 
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are  to  things  familiar  to  the  mode  of  life  which  be« 
longs  rather  to  the  great  and  fashionable,  than  to  the 
laborious  and  bumble.  It  is  to  the  amusement  and 
amelioration  of  high  life^  or  life  comparatively  bigh^ 
that  the  scope  of  almost  ^11  these  papers  is  directed. 
They  affect,  too>  a  tone  of  superiority,  a  polish  of  ad- 
dress and  manners,  a  nicety  and  even  caprice  of  ap- 
probation andcensure,  which  seem  not  very  indirectly 
to  bespeak  the  condition  of  the  authors  to  have  been 
above  the  level  of  tasteless  vulgarity. 
.  The  style  of  these  papers,  seems  to  have  been  form- 
ed chiefly  on  the  models  of  Addison,  Johnson,  Hume, 
and  a  few  French  writers.  It  is  never  coarse,  mean, 
nor  spiritless ;  but,  it  is  often  debased  by  an  inter- 
tnixture  of  Scoticisms,  of  Gallicisms,  and  of  the  pe- 
culiar sJang  language  of  Scottish  metaphysics.  It 
scarcely  ever  attains  to  the  ease  and  felicity  of  genu- 
ine and  delicate  Anglicism.  The  sense  is  sometimes 
enfeebled  or  lost  amid  the  multiplicity  and  the  elabor- 
ate prettiness  of  the  words  employed  to  express  it. 

Of  the  Mirror  and  Lounger,  it  may  be,  with  truth, 
observed,  that,  as  has  been  said  of  the  Tatlers,  Spec- 
tators, and  Guardians,  they  sensibly  improved  the  con- 
versation of  the  best  company  in  Edinburgh  and  other 
parts  of  Scotland,  within  a  few  years  afler  their  publi* 
cation.  They  refined  and  corrected.tbe  public  taste 
in  regard  to  amusements ;  and,  they  contributed  to 
connect  elegant  literature  with  the  diversions  and 
harmless  levities  of  the  gay. 

For  these  and  whatever  other  benefits  may  have 
been  derived  to  society  fronv  those  papers^  the  chief 

S  thanks 


thanks  are  unquestionably  due  to  Mr.  Matketiziei 
He  acted  ds  editor  of  the  whole*  His  p^perd  are. 
considerably  more  numerous  than  those  of  any  of 
his  coadjutors,  more  various  in  regard  to  the  nature 
of  their  subjects,  and  of  superior  merit.  .  He  easily 
appears  among  so  many  rnen  of  distinguished  talents, 
as  Addison  among  the  other  writers  of  the  Spectator,! 
or  as  Dryden  among  the  other  authors  Of  ^he  poeticat 
tniscellanies  of  which  he  wis  the  editor.  Though  we 
tad  no  other  test  by  which  to  judge  of  the  abilities  ct 
the  principal  writer  iii  the  Mirror  ind  Lotinger ;  we 
ahould  riot  fail  to  rank  them  high,  upon  this  consider 
tatioh  solely,  that  iri  a  knot  of  then  so  eminent,  h* 
flands  unquestionably  the  firdt. 

When  the  Royal  Society  of  EdifibiirgH  was  insti- 
tuted, Mr.  Mackenzie  became  one  of  its;  members^ 
Among  the  papers  with  which  hcf  has  enriched  tb<J 
tolumes  of  its  transactions,  are,  an  elegant  tribute  tOr 
the  memory  of  his  friend  Judge  Abercronibie,  and  a 
inembit  on  German  tragedy,  which  bestbws  great 
praise  on  the  "  Emilia  Galotti**  of  Lessing,  and  on 
the  ^'  Robbers"  by  Schillef. 

He  had  procured  the  materials  for  that  memoir 
throligh  the  tnedibm  of  a  French  work.  •  But,  de- 
siring afterwaMs  to  enjoy  the  native  beauties  of  Gef- 
man  pofctry,  he  took  some  lessons  in  the  language  of 
Germatiy  froiii  a  Dr.  Okely,  then  studying  medicino 
at  Edinburgh.  The  fruits  of  his  attention  to  Germao^ 
literature  appe&red  farther  in  the  year  1701,  in  astoall 
volume  containing  translations  of  the  **  Set  of  Horses** 
by  Lessing,  and  of  two  or  three  other  dramatic  ptecifi%. 
3  e^ecotol 
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!^x€lcated  partly^  we  believe^  by  Mr.  Mackenzie^  and 
in  part,  by  Dr.  Ofcdy. 

A  cotncjdy  written  by  Mr.  Mackenzie,  under  the 
name  of  the  WUte  Hypocrife^  was  unauccessfully 
brought  forward  in  representation  tit  G)vent-gardea 
theatre^  in>  we  believe,  the  winter  1788-89.  He 
produced  siho  a  tragedy,  founded  upon  the  '^  Fatal 
Curiosity*^  of  Lillo,  which  met  in  representation  no 
better  fate^  For  the  English  drama  of  the  present 
time,  we  think  it  singularly  unfortunate,  that  powers 
td  wit,  pathos,  and  classical  elegance,  like  those  of 
Mr.  MackoMcie,  should  have  been  thus  hooted  from 
the  stage. 

A  "  Rctviewof  tbe  Proceedings  of  the  Parliament 
iRfbich  micft  first  in  the  Year  1784,'^  and  a  series  of 
*^  Letters,  under  the  signature  of  Brutus,"  are  poli* 
tical  produdlions  which,  by  their  spirit,  elegance,  and 
tendency  to  support  the  order  of  government,  have 
done  great  honour  to  this  gentleman's  talents. 

He  has  approved  himself  an  example  of  every  do^ 
mestic  virtue.  He  has  never  weakly  suffered  his  at* 
tachment  to  literary  pursuits  to  divert  him  from  the 
diligent  and  zealous  discharge  of  his  duty  as  a  maa 
of  business.  He  has  lived  in  friendship  with  many 
of  the  most  eminent  of  his  contemporaries;  the  Right 
Honourable  Henry  Dundas,  his  nephew  the  Lord 
Chief  Baron  of  the  Scottish  Exchequer,  those  emi« 
neat  Judges  who  were  his  coadjutors  in  the  Mirror 
and  Lounger,  and  many  other  persons  of  high  dis* 
tioction  whom  we  might  enumerate.  By  the  people 
o^£dinburgh|  as  to  their  public  amusements,  he  has 
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Jong  been  regarded  as.  the  very  arbiter  elegantianm. 
Of  any  sort  of  merit  in  those  literary  arts  in  which 
be  himself  excels,  be  has  ever  been  to  others  a  kind 
and  ^eatous  patroo.  He  is  one  of  the  directors  of  a 
subscription-concert  which  has  long  been  maintained 
at  Edinburgh^  upon  a  plan  highly  agreeable  to  the 
public.  He  is  extremely  fond  of  the  rural  diversions 
of  fowling,  bunting,  and  fishing.  In  all  those  exer* 
tions  which  have  beeti  found  necessary,,  since  the 
year  179'^  ^  support  the  government,  and  preserve 
the  peace  of  the  country,  there  has  been  no  person 
more  honourably  nor  more  usefully  zealous  and  aSive 
than  he.  .  * 

His  fortune,  never  uncomfortably  small,  is  not  even 
now  invidiously  great.  His  business  in  the  Exche« 
quer  yields  probably  an  income  of  about  8CX)/.  a 
year :  he  is  comptroller-general  of  taxes  for  Scotland, 
with  a  salary  of  .fiooA  a  year :  and  his  other  emolu- 
ments may  perhaps  raise  the  whole  amount  of  his 
annual  income  to  somewhat  more  than  2000/.  He 
has  a  family  of  eleven  amiable  and  promising  chil- 
dren. 

He  is  an  eminent  member  of  a  "  Literary  Club,*'  in 
which  a  few  of  the  most  eminent  memlftrs  of  the 
Royal  Society  of  Edinburgh  occasionally  meet  f«r 
literary  and  friendly  converse  at  a  convivial  mea)  in 
a  tavern.  His  conversation  is  ever  the  charm  and 
the  pride  of  every  society  which  he  enters.  ^-jt 
-  It  is  peculiarly  pleasing  to  contemplate  a  Im|b 
which  the  praise  of  literature  is  so  happily,  fvt^i 
gantly,  so  gracefully  associated  with  the.  }>tet  ti 
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of  social  and  domestic  life,  and  with  the  steady  and 
judicious  eljcercise  of  the  most  respectable  talents  for 
business:— it  is  peculiarly  pleasing^— ^for,  alas!  the 
example  is  singularly  rare* 

The  readers  of  this  memoir  may  be  assured,  that 
it  is  not  the  eulogy  of  a  friend  to  him  whose  merits  it 
commemorates.  Its  writer  has  endeavoured  only  to 
iQcntion  without  prejudice,  facts  of  which  he  had  au- 
thentic information.  But  if,  in  spite  of  this  care^ 
any  prejudices  may  have  influenced  him  in  relating 
what  he  knew,  those  prejudices  have  certainly  not 
been  in  favour  of  the  subject  of  the  memoir. 

H. 


TttO^lAS  BUSBY,  Mm.  D,  LL.D.  &c. 

^HE  leading  particulars  of  this  gentleman's  life 
afford  a  striking  and  exemplary  instance  of  self-* 
acquired  excellence ;  and  prove  that  a  mind  endowed 
Vfith  a  strong,  natural  conception,  a  discriminating 
Judgment)  and  a  thirst  for  literary  and  scientific  in- 
formation^ may,  by  perseverance,  hope  for  every 
thing;  independent  of  foreign  aid;  and  will  ultimately 
surmount  every  barrier  opposed  to  its  progress  to 
professional  success.and  honourable  distinction. 

Dr.  Thomas  Busby  was  born  in  Westminster,  in 
IJecember  17^5;  and  is  the  only  surviving  son  of 
tbe '  late  Mr.  Thomas  Busby,  coach-painter,  and 
many  years  an  inhabitant  of  Blackman-street,  South* 
wark.     The  edu^ion  of  his  earlier  years  was  only 
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t(  that  common  descriptiOR  which  fnclddes  reading; 
writing,  and  arithmetic ;  flor  Were^  hi»  £ither^s  con- 
nectionsy  or  local  situation^  calculated  to  awaken  in 
his  juvenile  mind  the  idea  of  higher  attai»ments. 
H^,  however,  discovered  in  his  amusements  so  much 
eccentricity,  and  novelty  of  thought,  as  to  obtain 
among  the  neighbours  the  appellation  of  a.  remarkabfy 
odd  hoy ;  and  frequently  produced  repartees^  and 
made  observations,  so  much  beyond  his  years  as 
to  attract  the  notice  of  his  parents  atKi  firiends* 

Nature  having  given  him  an  isncommonly  fine 
voice,  the  notice  and  encomium  it  drt^  upon  him 
gradually  induced  the  habit  of  singing ;  and  his  fa- 
ther possessing  an  excellent  natural  taste,  much  iny- 
proved  by  listening  to  Beard,  Lowe,  Vernon,  and  all 
the  best  vocal,  pcrfonners  of  his  time,  the  youth  in- 
sensibly caught  bis  manner,  his  turns  and  graces, 
tnd  at  length  fbrmed  a  style  of  his  own,  which  at 
once  delighted  and  surprised  the  best  judges*  He 
was  yet  entirely  ignorant  of  music ;  nor  was  it  till  be 
had  attained  the  age  of  twelve  or  thirteen,  that  bis 
father  thought  of  that  science  for  his  profession.  Ao 
effort  was  then  made  to  place  him  in  the  choir' of 
Westminster  Abbey ;  but  Dr.  Cooke,  at  that  time 
master  of  the  boys,  thought  him  too  old  for  admis^ 
sion ;  calculating  that  by  the  time  he  acquired  miffi* 
cient  knowledge  to  be  useful,  his  voice  would  praba* 
bly  fail.  He  then  received  a  few  lessons  fn*aim|l||; 
of  Mr.  Samuel  Champness,  and  afterwards  dfi  ||it 
harpsichord  of  Mr.  Charles  Kny vett.  •  JJV 

He  had,  however,  acquired  such  a  lasiitj  ami  \ 
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tilHy  of  mind  from  being  to  so  iate  a  period  unbabi- 
tiiated  to  regular  study,  that  he  made  but  little  pro*- 
greas^  except  in  atgbt-aingiag;  which  he  has  always 
said  he  attained  without  rule,  and  he  knowa  not  how. 

It  now  being  deemed  necessary  to  place  him  under 
flome  master  of  acknowledged  superiority  and  esta* 
blished  reputation,  Mr«  Champnesa  recommended  to 
his  father  that  real  genius  and  eminent  master  the 
late  Mr.  Jonathan  Battishili.  From  that  gentiemaa 
he  mceived  lessons  for  some  time,  when  his  voice  still 
continuing,  and  his  taste  being  greatly  improved,  his 
father  was  applied  to  for  his  permission  for  young 
Busby^s  performance  at  Vauxhall-gardens ;  and  he 
'^ere,  in  the  summer  of  1769,  was  engaged  with 
Mr.  Vernon  and  Mrs.  Weichsell,  the  mother  t>f  the 
present  Mrs.  Billington,  at  a  salary  of  ten  guineas  per 
week.  Vauxhall  was  at  that  time  much  more  distin* 
guished  tor  the  respedability  of  its  singers  than  at 
present.  The  first  amateurs  listened  with  delight  to 
the  vocal  performances;  and  be  was  received  with 
6ucl|  high,  and  distinguished  applause,  that  other 
very  advantageous  offers  were  immediately  made ; 
but  the  failure  of  bis  voice  soon  afterwards,  termi- 
pated  his  vocal  career* 

Soon  after  this  be  was  articled  to  Mr.  Battishili 
for  if  ve  years  bs  a  resident  pupil,  when  seriously  com« 
mencing  bis  studies,  be  soon  gave  such  indications  of 
innate  genius  and  rapidly  maturing  judgment  as 
astonished  bis  tutor :  and  though,  except  in  musical 
acquisitions,  his  mind,  when  be  first  left  his  father's 
housp,  w^  almost  a  total  blank ;  yet^  findine  at  Mr. 
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Battishiirs  an  extensive  and  well-cbosen  library,  the 
opportunity  of  literary  inforoiation  was  seized  with 
an  avidity  which  evinced  a  capacious  intelledt,  and  a 
secret  fitness  for  the  reception  of  |x>lite  and  useful 
knowledge.  All  the  time  not  occupied  by  bis  pro- 
fessional avocations  was  dedicated  to  th^  perusal  of 
the  best  English  authors.  The  consequent  expansioa 
of  his  ideas  was  incredibly  sudden  :  froro  a  raw^  \gf 
norant  boy,  be  soon  became  a  well-informed  yo^ith  ; 
he  taught  himself  grammar,  exercised  bis  mind  la 
literary  compositions  of  various  kinds ;  an.d  in  soma 
poetical  attempts  discovered  an  originality  of  thoughts 
and  an  ear  for  melody  of  numbers^  which  argued 
uncommon  scope  of  talent. 

Bal  he  never  suffered  the  praise  these  pursuits  ex« 
cited  to  seduce  him  into  a  neglcdl  of  his  musical 
studies.  Both  pra6^ice  and  theory  were  attended  to : 
his  band  was  in  continual  exercise ;  the  works  of  the 
greatest  masters,  foreign  and  English^  were  daily 
meditated  ;  and  so  great  was  his  progress,  that  at  the 
end  of  two  years  he  had  produced  many  pleasing 
compositions,  one  of  which,  a  ballati  called  the 
Nymph  of  the  Hili^  was  published  by  Longman  and 
Lukey.  He  already  occasionally  attended  for  Mr, 
Battishill  pupils  that  had  been  under  tuition  six,  and 
seven  years ;  and  before  three  years  of  his  articleship 
had  expired  he  composed  some  vocal  pieces,  partieo^ 
larly  two  double  chorusses  to  words  of  his  own^  froai 
the  contrivance  and  science  of  which  his  tutor  pre* 
dialed  that  he  would  bean  honour  to  his  profession  4 . 
and  he  repeatedly  proposed  to  introduce  btm'ttt.  pft/ 


jyEL.  BU&BT.      ^  37  & 

Boyce  as  a  phenomenon,  considering  the  short  lime 
he  had  studied  :  this  introduction,  however,  from  a 
general  negh'gence  in  professional  matters,  for  which 
that  ingenious  master  was  too  remai^kable,  never  took 
place.  This  negligence  indeed  Mr.  Battishiil  ex- 
tended even  to  his  domestic  pupils;  and  how  sur« 
prised  will  the  reader  be  to  learn,  that  atl  the  musical 
i»fermat4on  of  "his  ^vo write  ^live  was  acquired  almost 
independent  of  instru<Slion,  and  purely  by  his  own 
energetic  and  unassisted  perseverafioe. 

Mr.  Busby '6  professional  zeal,  and  passlion  for  litera- 
ture and  general  information,  daily  augmented  ;  and 
frequently  after  Mr.  B.  and  the  rest  of  the  family  were 
retired  to  rest,  he  would  leave  his  bed,  dress  him- 
self, and  steal  down  to  the  study  to  read  or  practice. 
To  these  nocturnal  exercises  of  his  mind  and  finger 
he  attributes  his  greatest  advances  in  music  and  let- 
ters. It  was  in  these  tranquil  hours  tl^at  he  made 
himself  nwster  of  the  English  grammar,  and  first 

ft 

formed  the  determination  to  teach  himself,  at  some 
future  time,  the  Latin  language  and  the  sciences. 

When  his  articles  were  expired,  he  returned  for 
a  while  to  his  father's  house.  Being  now  entirely 
master  of  lus  time,  hi6  musical  studies  were  prose- 
cuted with  encreasing  ardour.  He  had  exercised  hia 
genius  in  almost  every  species  of  vocal  composition^ 
but  had  never  attempted  any  complete  dr.. ma.  He 
was  solicitous  for  such  a  trial  of  his  fancy  and  judg- 
ment, and,  becoming  acquainted  with  Dr.  Kenrick, 
proposed  that  he  should  write  a  musical  after-piece, 
Kji)iich  that  gentleman  accordingly  produced,  uoiier 
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the  title  of  T^  Man  tie  Masier.  Mr.  Busby  unmer 
diately  set  himself  to  work  upon  the  music ;  and  faaci 
composed  the  overture,  and  more  than  half  the  song^ 
when  the  piece,-not  meeting  the  approbation  of  Mr. 
Harris,  to  whom  it  was  preseoted,  the  uodertakiag 
fell  to  the  ground. 

This  disappointment  served  only  to  sneRgthen  hiit 
professional  ambition  ;  and,  not  deterred  by  Mr,  Bat^ 
tishill's  repeated  dechratipn,  th(it  "  no  man  ought  to 
attempt  an  oratoHb  after  Mr.  Handel,"  he  resolved  ta 
try  his  powers  on  an  oratorial  composition  j  and  pre- 
pared for  the  purpose  Pope's  sublime  poem,  the 
Mestiahy  by  varying  the  measure,  and  dividing  the 
vhole  into  recitatives,  airs,  and  cborusses.  When  ho 
told  Mr.  Battishill  that  he  was  composing  an  orato- 
rio, "  What !"  he  exclaimed,  "  after  Mr.  Handel ! 
'Well — if  you  have  been  bold  enough  to  begin,  ga 
on  ;  for  if  any  one  living  can  properly  execute  so  ar- 
duous a  task,  it  is  yourself."  Soon  afterwards  be 
•hewed  Mr.  B.  some  of  the  music ;  and  it  is  not 
possible  to  express  his  surprise  at  the  style  in  which 
it  was  conceived ;  especially  two  of  the  chorusses. 
Of  this  noble  composition,  produced  when  the  author 
was  little  more  than  twenty  years  old,  we  shall  here- 
after have  occasion  to  speak  further. 

His  musical  and  literary  pursuits  were  sttU  blend- 
ed  i  and  soon  afterwards  he  pi 
chord  sonatas,  and  put  into  pi 
lution  of  learning  the  Latin, 
he  adhered  so  closely  and  so 
out  the  assistance  of  a  maste 
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yesLTS  enabled  himself  tQ  read  most  of  tbe  Homan 
classics.  *  . 

A  habit  of  life  so  sedentary  0nd  abstracted,  it  wili 
be  obvious^  could  not  produce  many  opportunities  of 
encreasing  bis  connections^  and  promoting  that  pecu* 
Diary  advantage  which  forms  the  direct  object  of 
men  of  the  world :  he  therefore  found  it  necessary 
to  avail  himself  of  bis  literary  acquirements  by  ocea« 
sionally  writing  for  the  periodical  publications  of  tbe 
day ;  and  was  for  a  time  o«^  o^  the  principal  reporter* 
of  the  parliamentary  debates  in  a  newspaper  called 
tbe  Lofuion  Courant,  of  which  Mr#  Dent,  the  author 
of  the  farce  of  Too  Civil  ty  Half^  was  the  conductor: 
and  some  time  afterwards  he  assisted  Mr.  Pratt  in  the 
editorship  of  the  Morning  Past.    He  was  also  for  a 
considerable  time  engaged  to  write  musical  critiques 
for  the  European  Magazine^  and  Johnson's  Analyikal 
Review;  and  much  about  tbe  same  time  contributed 
largely  to  a  new  periodical  work  called  the  jiuic 
Miscellany^ .  and  supplied  several  of  the  newspapers, 
pspecially  the  IVhiiehall  Evening  Past,  with  occa- 
sional letters  and  essays. 

About  fiye  years  after  he  left  Mr.  Battishill,  the 
place. of  organist  in  the  parish  of  St,  Mary  Newing^ 
ton,  Surrey,  became  vacant,  to  which  situation  he 
was  elected  by  a  large  majority  of  tbe  inhabitants. 
This  circumstance,  together  with  an  immediate  pro* 
ppect  of  other  regular  emoluments,  accelerated  a 
phange  of  life  which  he  had  some  time  been  medi- 
tating. His  professional  avocations  had  introduced 
bim  to  the  acquaintance  of  a  young  lady  whose  merits 

quickly 
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quickly  fixed  bis  affections ;  and  he  only  waited  fer 
more  certain  means  of  encountering  the  demands  of 
a  domestic  establishment,  to  realize  the  happiness  be 
anticipated  from  the  possession  of  her  hand.  This 
lady.  Miss  Angler,  the  eldest  daughter  of  Charles 
Angier,  Esq,  of  Earl's  Court,  Kensington,  added  to 
sn  attractive  person,  a  superior  understanding,  much 
general  information,  and  a  natural  elegance  of  man- 
ners, which  had  still  been  improved  by  an  early  intro- 
duction to  many  of  the  very  first  families  in  Ireland, 
with  whom  she  had  been  i$k  the  habits  of  familiar 
frietMlsbip  and  intimacy. 

Mr.  Busby *s  mind  had  teen  too  mueb  cultivated 
not  to  have  imbibed  a  taste  for  mental  aceompHsh^ 
inent  recommended  by  polished  exterior,  and  he  fett 
them  with  redoubled  sensibility  in  the  object  of  his 
afFections.  In  June  1786  he  w^  married  at  Kenr 
sington  church;  and  resided  for  SQme  time  after- 
wards in  Poland-street,  Oxford-street. 

His  pupils,  for  whom  be  was  in  thecon6tant  habit 
of  compotiing"  new  lessons  extempore^  were  now  so 
much  encreased  as  to  occupy  the  major  part  of  his 
time :  but  still  be  found  ieisure  to  pursue  his  literary 
studies;  and  at  length  undertook  the  French  Ian* 
guage,  to  which  he  afterwards  added  the  Italian ; 
both  which  he  acquired  unaided  by  masters,  ^nd  with 
great  facility.  About  this  time  his  father  went  to 
reside  at  Oxford,  where  he  soon  afterwards  died  of 
the  gout,  a  disorder  to  which  he  had  been  sub- 
ject during  the  greater  part  of  his  life,  and  which. 
had  so  obstructed  him  in  the  prosccutipn  of  his  l^ttsi*- 
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Dess  as  to  have  prevented  his  making  any  provisioa 
for  his  widow ;  the  care  of  whom,  in  consequence^ 
devolved  on  her  son,  with  whom  she  still  resides* 

About  the  year  1783  a  circumstance  occurred 
which  proved  his  wonderful  quickness  of  car  and 
strength  of  memory.  Signora  Sestinij  then  his  pupil, 
wished  to  have  for  her  benefit  at  the  Haymarket 
theatre  the  opera  of  i2e7fiW,  but  the  instrumental  parts 
could  not  be  procured  from  Covcnt- garden.  The 
difficulty  appeared  insurmountable,  and  she  was  about 
to  give  up  the  piece,  when  communicating  her  dis- 
tress to  Mr.  Busby,  he  undertook  to  form  a  score 
from  memory ;  and  though  he  had  heard  the  piece 
but  twice,  actually  supplied  all  the  accompaniments 
so  correctly  that  the  band*  was  not  sensible  of  any 
omission  or  alteration* 

EncoL^raged  by  the  opinion  his  friends  entertained 
of  his  poetical  talents,  Mr.  Busby  wrote  a  poem 
jn  the  style  of  Churchill,  one  of  his  favourite  au- 
thors, under  the  title  of  the  Age  of  Gemus,  consist- 
ing of  near  a  thousand  lines,  which  appeared  ia 
the  year  1785.  Its  spirit,  acumen,  and  free  versi- 
fication attracted  much  notice;  and  had  amongst 
Us  particular  admirers  the  late  Sir  Joshua  Reynolds 
and  Mr.  George  Colman  the  elder.  Not  long 
aftec  this^  he  wrote  a  poetical  address  for  the  ap- 
pearance of  Mrs.  Edwar^ls,  his  pupil,  in  the  charac- 
ter of  Macheath  at  the  Haymarket  theatre,*  which 
was  spoken  by  Mr.  Bannister  jun.  for  several  suc- 
ceeding nights.  About  this  time  he  also  wrote  and 
$et  to  music  the  following  song,  which  has  since 
I  been 
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been  pufaUsiied  by  Riley  in  the  Stmnd.  The  words 
will  certainly  convince  tba  reader  that  be  sometimes 
wrote  with  the  true  spric  of  poetry, 

IjovCp  Wine^  and  Friendship ^ 

I. 

When  the  bright  god  of  mirth  wakes  the  «oci«i  desirts. 

And  excites  in  my  soul. all  his  generous  fires. 

In  a  frenzy  of  bliss  and  elation  divine 

I  hall  the  rich  gifts  of  Love,  Friendship,  and  Wipe* 

Then  open  to  ev'ry  invasion  of  joy, 

I  feel  the  soft  siege  of  the  amorous  boy ; 

An  extacy  Friendship  bids  rise  in  my  soul. 

While  Love  crowns  the  triumph  4nd  laughs  in  the  towit 

II. 
Blest  Friendship  !  with  aspect  for  ever  benign ; 
Exalter  of  mirth,  and  cnliv'ner  of  wine ; 
O  ncTer  be  absent  from  Bacchus's. board ; 
The  god  who  delights  in  the  joys  you  afford* 
Thou,  Love !  whose  keen  lightnings  inflame  as  they  dart^ 
And  melt  unresisted  the  juvenile  heart ! 
Still,  still  add  thy  bliss  to  my  joys  as  they  pass, 
And  mingle  thy  sweets  with  thfc  sweets  of  the  glass. 

Ill, 

Come,  Lore,  Wine,  and  Friendship,  associates  in  pow'r{ 

Kind  parents  of  joy  and  the  rapturous  hour ! 

In  thy  delicate  fervors  entrance  4II  my  soul, 

And  all  passions  but  passions  of  pleasure  CQhtronl. 

They  hear  me^-thcy  warm  me-rrl  feel  their  quick  fires  ! 

Each  godhead  approves  and  each  godhead  inspires ! 

Tbe  triple  delight  kindles  fierce  in  my  breast, 

And  with  Love,  Wine  and  Friendship  at  once  I'm  possess'd^ 

Never  losing  sight  of  his  beloved  science,  he  abou^ 
this  time,  among  a  variety  of  other  compositinlllj^set 
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to  tnnstc  tbe  Lord's  prayer,  the  excellencies  of  which 
drew  the  highest  emtomiuins  from  Dr.'  Coolie  and 
Mr.  Joah  Bates,  who  declared  that  in  depth  of  8d<* 
ence,  solemnity,  grandeur^  and  justness  of  expression, 
it  was  superior  to  any  modem  composition  that  had 
hllcn  under  their  obsenratkm. 

About  this  time  the  establisbni^nt  of  (be  N^m 
Musical  Fund  took  place ;  and  soQi€  few  years  dfter<« 
wards  be  drew  up  afod  sent  to  its  committee  »  project 
for  annuiilly  performing  oratorios  doring  Lent,  on  a 
grand  and  extensive  plan,  fbr  the  benefit  of  that 
lauda'ble  institution;  und  attended  »)me  of  ifs^meet^ 
ings  for  the  di^ussion  of  \ht  snb^ct.  The  schema 
was  a  noble  one  ;  anrf  had  it  been  afdopted,  g^^M  ad- 
vantages would  probably  have  accrued  from  it  to  the 
society ;  bat  the  proposal  was  overruled  from  the 
fear  of  encountering  tbe  necessary  preparatoty  ex-« 
jicnces. 

Dr.  Busby  has  always  been  a  friend  to  charitable  in- 
stitutions of  every  description.  Very  early  in  Kfe  he 
conducted  an  oratorio  at  Freemason's  Hall  for  the  bo«i 
nefit  of  the  Ossnbion  Dispensary^  so  much  to  the  s^tis- 
fection  of  thd  committee  and  advantage  of  the  cha- 
rity^ that  he  was  created  governor  for  life ;  and  he  haa 
since  written  and  composed  several  glees  and  an- 
thems-for  the  anniversaries  of  the  Surrey  Dispensary^ 
the  Pkilanthropie  *  Society^  the  Humane  Society  ^  and  the 
Literary  Pund^  Ao  excellent  glee,  written  for  the 
Literary  Fund  and  preserved  by  that  society  in  their 
priD'ci  .ullection  of  poetical  contributions^  is  a  spe- 
cimen Qi  tde  Doctor's  talent  in  lyric  poetry. 

In 
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.  In  adknowIe^gmcRt  of  bis  merit  and  seVvices  tte 
learned  conductors  of  this  noble  institution^  ia  May 
1800,  publicly  voted  him  a  governorship. 

After  composing  the  Prophecy  and  several  other 
works  of  magnitude,  he  made  repeated  efforts  to 
bring  them  before  the  public^  but  without  success*. 
At  the  close  of  the  American  war  he  composed  an 
Ode  to  Peace  in  two  parts,  which  Dr.  Arnold  strongly 
recommended  to  Mr.  Stanley  to  be  performed  at 
Covent-garden  during  the  oratorio  season  :  biit  some 
unforeseen  difficulties  prevented  that  gentleman  from 
prosecuting  his  design  of  introducing  to  the  world 
that  merit  which  he  so  well  knew  how  to  appreciate^ 
and  which  tie  would  have  gladly  countenanced. 

For  consolation  in  many  similar  dbappointments^ 
Dr.  B.  constantly  resorted  to  his  studies;  and  not 
confining  himself  to  music  and  the  languages^  also 
directed  his  attention  to  several  of  the  sciences;  ami 
soon  became  acquainted  with  mathematics,  mecha- 
nics, perspective,  optics,  pneumatics,  and  the  philo- 
sophy of  sound. 

About  the  year  1786  appeared  a  work  under  tho 
title  of  a  Musical  Dichonaryy  containing  not  only  an 
explanation  of  musical  terms,  but  a  biographical  ac* 
count  of  the  great  musicians,  ancient  and  modern^ 
accompanied  with  a  certain  portion  of  music  previ-- 
ously  known  to  the  public.  This  work,  which  ex-« 
tended  to  near  two  hundred  numbers,  was  conduoted 
conjointly  by  Dr.  Arnold  and  Dr.  Busby ;  the  former 
gentleman  taking  the  musical,  and  the  latter  ihelite* 
rary  department.  The  success  of  this  scheme  induced 
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Tk.  Busby  to  commence  a  musical  publicatioti  on  bis 
own  account,  in  twelve  nombers  folio,  called  the- 
Divine  Harmonisf;  partly  consisting  of  selections  from 
the  great  ecclesiastical  composers,  and  partly  of  his 
own  compositions.  In  this  work,  a  copy  of  which  * 
we  have  seen,  we  find  severa)  airs  from  '^  a  manuscript 
oratorio  called  Creation^  composed  by  the  editor  :** 
and  as  this  publication  took  place  so  long  ago  as  the 
year  1788,  it  is  manifest  that  he  had  anticipated* 
Haydn  in  the  choi^  of  that  subject  and  title.  Upon 
inquiry  we  find  that  the  Doctor  means  to  bring  this 
composition  forward  in  the  course  of  next  winter; 
and  we  cannot  but  anticipate  much  gratification  from 
its  performance ;  the  curiosity  of  the  musical  world' 
will,  we  doubt  not,  be  much  excited  by  the  opportu- 
nity of  comparing  the  talents  of  two  great  masters 
exercise^  on  the  same  grand  subject. 

The  Divine  Harmonist  had  so  great  a  sale  as  to  en«» 
courage  him  to  undertake  another  work,  also  in  num- 
bers, under  the  title  ofMelodia  Briiannica^or  the  Beau^ 
ties  of  British  Song,  comprising  a  voluminous  collec- 
tion of  airs  selected  and  arranged  from  the  best  and 
most  approved  composers  of  this  country,  enriched 
with  new  piano- forte  accompaniments,  and  variegated 
with  original  compositions  from  his  own  port*folio : 
but  the  fluctuating  taste  of  the  public  in  musical 
matters  is  not  calculated  to  encourage  attempts  to 
give  permanency  to  the  productions  of  past  times, 
however  excellent,  and  the  work,  after  a  mo^t  elegant 
and  expensive  preparation,  only  proceeded  through  a 
iew  numbers. 
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l^hts  cH^iiiflfltande  deterred  th^  Doctor  front  simitar 
fittettipt^ }  and  he  again  devoted  his  time  wholly  to 
study  ftnd  teaching*  He  soon  afterwards  took  up  his 
rcBideace  at  Battersea :  here  be  kept  a  skifl^  in  whtcb^ 
ZB  oftm  as  the  tide  strvtd^  be  sailed  or  rowed  him- 
self to  town  I  and  it  ia  wtetby  remark^  that  in  these 
Ihtle  aquatic  joamies  be  meditated  the  plan  o(  an 
heroic  poen>  on  the  subject  of  Lord  Elliot's  gallant 
defence  oi  6U)raltar ;  and  actually  produced  in  the 
boat  at  varicms  times  some  hu'ndiMs  of  lincs^  which 
be  always  committed  U>  pafper  as  sooi^  as  he  landed. 
Judging  from  other  existing  specimens  of  his  poetical 
pow^s,  l^e  cannot  but  lament  that  he  did  not  pursue 
this  botd  design.  An  epic  poem  from  the  band  of  a 
professed  miiisicifan  would  be  a  curiosity  in  our  literary 
history  ;  and  sorely  the  very  attempt  bespeaks  a  spirit 
of  enterprise  and  expansion  of  intellect  which  cannot 
but  excite  surprise  and  admiration. 

This  undertaking  has,  however,  been  succeeded  by 
another  scarcely  less  arduous ;  and  in  which  he  baa 
made  so  considerable  a  progress  as  to  have  already 
employed  his  thoughts  on  the  mode  of  its  publica* 
tion ;  we  mean  the  entire  translation,  in  rhyme,  of 
that  most  difficult  and  abstruse  classic,  Lkcre^Ua.  He 
has  also  undertaken  with  great  success  the  transktioo 
of  Gregory's  jlstronmtiue  Physics  and  Geometric^  Eie^^ 
miftta*  The  following  lines,  selected  from  his  trans«> 
lation  of  Mr.  Dyer's  Latin  verses  to  Mr.  Gilbert 
Wakefield,  on  his  preparing  for  republic^ttiotf  the 
poem  of  Lucretius,  with  emendations,  notes,  and  iU 
lustrations,  will  shew  the  elegance  and  spirit  with 
which  hea-enders  his  original. 
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Be  tbis  thy  praisc^-mioe  vagraot  love  to  seek« 
And  in  thy  Bion  hear  Jdonis  speak ; 
Adonis  still  by  sylvan  virgins  mournM^ 
Adonis  still  by  Venus*  tears  adorh'd. 
A  las  I  too  far  they  urge  the  melting  art ! 
Now  Priam's  piteous  loff  Vings  rend  my  hearty 
War*s  direful  horrors,  and  Eliza's  fate. 
Press  on  my  soul,  and  sink  me  with  their  weight : 
Appaird  I  throw  my  wond'ring  eyes  around. 
And  tremble  while  I  tread  Virgilian  ground* 

Lo !  rev'rend  Homer  quits  his  awful  shades. 
And  seems  to  listen  to  th'  Aonian  Maids ! 
From  Phcebos'  hand  he  wrests  the  golden  lyre  ; 
The  god  transported  owns  his  equal  fice : 
Now  soothing  strains  his  raptur'd  mind  composCf 
And  settled  glory  gilds  his  placid  brows ; 
Blind !  yet  in  soul  he  sees,  and  tho'  deprest* 
The  pride  of  genius  rises  in  bis  breast : 
As  on  that  ancient  bust  his  features  shine. 
So  in  hir  J/iW  beams  the  bard  divine* 

r 

In  the  taring  of  1798,  a  sermon  being  to  be 
preadied  at  the  church  of  St  Mary  Woolnoth, 
JLombard-street,  ibr  a  contribution  in  support  of  the 
war,  a  performer  of  superior  merit  was  required  for 
the  occasioD,  and  Dr.  Busby  was  recommended. 
After  service  the  churchwardens  and  parishioners 
expressed  to  Dr.  B.  their  high  satisfaction  and 
thanks ;  and  Mr.  Lowe,  their  organist,  who  had  been 
ill  for  tome  months,  dying  in  the  evening'of  that  very 
day,  he  was  invited  to  become  a  candidate  for  the 
place;  and  by  ten  o*clock  the  next  morning,  though 
personalty  unknown  to  the  parish  till  the  day  before, 
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he  bad  the  promise  of  support  from  tbree-fonrths  of 
the  inhabitants :  and  of  two  candidates  who  after- 
ward started  against  him^  one  declined  the  contest^ 
and  the  other  did  not  gain  a  single  vote. 

Notwithstatiding  the  uncommon  genius  and  per- 
severance of  Dr.  Busby  in  the  pursuit  of  literary  and 
scientific  acquisitiofis^  from  Various  obstructions, 
arising  chiefly,  we  presume,  from  bis  retired  life,  it 
is  only  within  these  few  years  that  his  merits  have 
become  known  to  the  public.  The  first  fair  occasion 
which  oflered  was  in  the  spring  of  17999  when  his 
oratorio  of  the  Prophecy^  composed  twenty  years  be- 
fore, was  performed  at  the  little  theatre  in  the  Hay- 
market.  The  late  Mr.  Cramer  led  the  band ;  Miss 
Poole,  Miss  Jackson  (now  Madam  Bianchi)  and 
Master  £llioty  were  his  principal  sopranos  ^  and  his 
old  tutor  was  at  the  organ. 

He  was  fully  aware  of  the  general  prejudice  against 
modern  attempts,  in  that  species  of  composition,  and 
inserted  in  the  Monthly  Magazine  a  spirited  and 
energetic  letter  on  the  subject,  in  which  he  defended 
the  attempt,  and  pointed  out  both  the  injustice  and 
impolicy  of  prejudging  the  efforts  of  living  talent. 
When  the  performance  took  place,  he,  however,  ex- 
perienced no  efl^ects  of  the  prejudice  he  had  feared. 
The  whole  composition  was  most  Warmly  received. 
The  applause  commenced  with  a  burst  at  the  opening 
of  the  fugue  in  the  overture,  and  was  repeated  at  the 
close  of  every  arr  and  chorus.  Indeed,  the  audience 
were  astonished  at  the  originality,  boldness,  and  s«b* 
limity  of  the  music. 

This 
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This  auspicious  circumstance  *  at  once  elevated 
him  to  the  first  rank  in  his  profession,  and  gave  bihi 
that  acknowledged  superiority  as  a  classical  composer 
to  which,  by  his  genius  and  industry,  he  had  been  so 
long  entitled;  and  encouraged  him  to  think  of  under- 
taking oratorios  at  one  of  the  winter  theatres;  prepa- 
ratory to  which  he  set  to  music  Gray's  ode,  the  Pro^- 
gress  of  Poesyj  with  some  alterations  and  additions^ 
under  the  title  of  Brifish  Genius.     He  also,  with  the 
same  view,  set  Pope's  Ode  on  St.  Cecilia's  Day,  and 
CamaJa^  a  dramatic  poem  from  Ossian.     In  the  fol- 
lowing summer,  in  pursuance  of  this  design,  he^ 
accompanied  by  Dr.  Arnold,  personally  opened  a 
negotiation  with  Mr.  Harris,  the  principal  proprietor 
of  Covent-garden  theatre,  for  the  hire  of  that  house 
for  a  terra  of  years  for  the  performance  of  oratorios 
during  the  Lent  seasons;  and  the  bargain  was  by 
both  parties  actually  understood  to  be  settled ;  but 
from  some  cause  with  which  we  are  not  acquainted, 
the  agreement  was  annulled,  and  Mr.  Ashley  senior, 
whose  former  lease  had  just  expired^  again  rented  the 
house.     If  this  circumstance  induced  any  unpleasant 
difference  between  Dr.  Busby  and  Mr.  Harris,   it 
seems  to  have  quickly  subsided ;  since  in  the  sue* 
ceeding  winter  we  find  him  to  have  been  personally 
introduced  to  Mr.  Cumberland  by  Mr.  Harris,  as  the 
proposed  composer  of  the  music  in  a  grand  dramatic 
ronmnce  entitled  Joanna,  altered  from  Kotzebue  by 
that  ingenious  author,  and  then  in  preparation  at 
Covent-garden  theatre.     This  piece  was  got  up  at  an 
immense  expence,  and  the  greatest  expectations  were 
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IB  to  its  'Siiooess :  but  a  report  nnfortd^ 
tuatcly  got  abroad  that  it  was  intended  to  rival  Pi^ 
vsarro ;  it  was  therefore  tiewed  with  a  comparing  eye; 
and  being  thought  in  some  respects  too  similar  to 
Ihat  tragedy)  and  in  other  particulars  inferior^  in  spite 
of  the  e&celknce  of  the  mu^ic^  it  met  with  much  oppo- 
sition^ and  was  given  out  for  the  following  evening 
4o  a  house  divided  between  disapprobation  and  ap- 
plause. 

The  composer,  however,  in  this  instance,  may  be 
said  to  have  ^  softened  rocks  ;*'  for  through  the  in- 
fluence of  the  music  the  piece  maintained  itself  on 
the  boards  for  sixteen  nights.  Mn  Cumberland  in 
liis  preface^  not  content  with  acquitting  Dr.  Busby 
trf*  having  any  ahare  in  the  came  of  its  faihire,  speaks 
ef  him  in  terms  of  tbe  warmest  admiration ;  and  after 
liighly  extolling  the  music  of  yoarma^  concludes  by 
aaying,  '^  what,  in  future,  may  not  the  public  expect 
from  siich  a  genius  l*^  Indeed,  all  parties  united  in 
praise  of  Dr.  B/s  efforts  on  this  oecaston ;  and  tbe 
Queen's  cultivated  and  well-known  taste  and  jadg^ 
ment  permitted  her  i>ame  to  grace  the  title-page  of 
the  work. 

The  year  following,  in  conjunction  with  Joba 
Gretton,  Esq«  he  proposed  to  the  Right  Honourable 
and  Honourable  Committee  for  conducting  tbe  pho 
ibr  erecting  by  public  contribution  a  Naval  PiUar  in 
honour  of  our  brave  Admirals  and  Seamen,  to  pro- 
duce a  secular  oratorio  under  the  title  of  Britannia; 
to  be  performed  at  the  Opera^'house  as  a  national 
t:oncert,  upon. a  scale  adequate  to  the  great  occasioni 

and 
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9mA  for  the  express  purpose  of  encreasing  th6  fun(} 
^beo  raising.  The  offer  was  accepted :  Mr.  Grjatto* 
produced  the  words^  and  Dr.  Busby  the  fmisic.  But 
the  Committee^  hoping  that  the  King  would  honour 
the  performance  with  his  presence^  in  comi^iance  with 
his  Majestjr's  known  partiality  to  Handers  music^ 
relinquished  the  original  plan  of  the  performance  s 
and  after  several  interviews  between  Dr.  Busby,  Mr. 
Ale^iander  Davison  the  treasurer,  Mn  George  Rose^ 
and  others  of  the  Comnaittce,  on  the  subject^  it  was 
determined  that  the  concert  should  be  miscellaneous^ 
and  Consist  of  selections  from  the  works  of  Handel 
and  Dr.  Busby's  proposed  oratorio.  His  Majesty^ 
however,  was  not  present,  and  the  performance  took 
{dace  under  the  immediate  auspices  of  their  Royai 
Highhesses  the  Prince  of  Wales,  Duke  of  York^ 
Duke  of  Clarence,  Duke  of  Curaherland,  and  the  Du>* 
chess  of  York;  his^  Majesty's  Cabinet  Ministers,  and 
twelve  of  the  first  ladies  of  distinction^  The  concert 
was  conducted  by  Dr.  Busby  and  Mr.  Greatorex  ; 
the  former  geiltleman  presided  at  the  piano-forte,  and 
the  latter  at  the  organ.  All  the  first  performers,  vocal' 
and  instrumental,  assisted^  A  most  brilliant  and 
numerous  audience  attended,  and  the  concert  was 
received  with  enthusiastic  applause;  especially  one 
song  of  Dr.^  Busby's,  sung  by  Master  Elliot,  and 
accompanied  by  Mr.  Linley  on  the  violoncello, 
which  was  heard  with  rapture,  and  loudly  and  uni* 
versally  encored.  The  complete  oratorio  of  Britannia 
was  afterwards  performed  at  Covdnt-garden  for  the 
benefit  of  the  Humane  Society^  where  it  attracted  a 
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crowded  audience.  Madame  Mara  was  the  principal 
soprano,  and  Mr.  F.  Cramer  tbe  leader.  It  was  re* 
ceived  with  aniversal  ai^ miration  ;  and  every  one  ex- 
claimed^ "  why  did  not  the  Naval  Pillar  Committee 
adopt  this  oratorio  in  preference  of  a  miscdlaneoua 
concert  ?"  Indeed,  so  excellent  v/as  the  music  of 
this  grat>d  composition,  that  Dr.  Arnold,  Dr.  Ary* 
ton,  Messrs.  Charles  and  Samuel  Wesley,  Mr.  Batti* 
shill,  and  Mr.  Shield,  after  bearing  a  part  of  it, 
signed  an  attestation  of  its  merit,  written  as  well  as 
signed  by  Dr.  Burney,  and  presented  to  the  Prince  of 
Walts  and  the  Kight  Honourable  Committee. 

In  the  succeeding  winter  Dr.  B.usby  was  employed 
in  the  useful  but  arduous  task  of  writing  a  New  and 
Complete  Musical  Dicnonary\  a  work  loudly  called  for, 
both  by  professors  and  amateurs,  and  which  he  exe- 
cuted in  a  style  expected  by  all  who  were  as  well 
acquainted  with  his  literary  as  with  bis  musical  know- 
ledge and  talents.  The  Monthly  Review  for  April 
last  pronounces  it  "  by  far  the  best  Musical  Diction- 
ary in  the  English  language." 
-  Soon  after  this  he  projected  and  undertook  the 
conduct  of  a  new  work,  under  tbe  title  of  a  **  Montiiy 
Musical  'Journal^'  by  which  the  public  was  to  be  re- 
gularly supplied  with  tbe  best  new  foreign  music, 
Italian,  German,  and  French,  interspersed  with  ori- 
ginal compositions  produced  expressly  for  the  work 
by  himself,  Dr.  Arnold,  Dr.  Callcott,  and  other  emi- 
nent composers.  The  undertaking  was  highly  ex- 
tolled for  its  novelty  and  utility,  anc^  greatly  encou- 
raged :  but  the  communications  with  the  continent^ 
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specially  with  Italy,  being  at  that  time  greatly  inter- 
ruptedy  the  foreign  materials  could  not  be  obtained 
with  a  regularity  and  expedition  correspondent  to 
the  spirit  of  the  plan ;  so  that  after  the  appearance  of 
the  fourth  number,  it  was  discontinued* 

In  the  summer  of  1 800  he  wa3  prevailed  upon  by 
his  friends  to  become  a  candidate  for  a  Doctor's  de^ 
gree  in  music;  and  he  accordingly  entered  himself  a 
member  of  Magdalen  college,  Cambridge^  and  in  the 
Jane  of  the  following  year  became  a  graduate  of  that 
university.  His  exercise  was  a  Thanksgiving  Ode^ 
written  by  Mrs.  Crespigny,  for  the  victcxics  obtained 
by  the  British  Navy.  The  composition  was  per 
formed  in  St.  Mary's  church,  and  heard  with  delight 
by  a  most  crowded  auditory ;  and  the  Vice^chancei  • 
lor  the  next  day  expressed,  in  a  letter  to  the  composer^ 
his  admiration  of  the  music  and  performance. 

But  the  applause  bestowed  by  the  university  on  this 
composition  had  indeed  been  anticipated  by  a  Lon- 
don audience;  for  on  the  14th  of  the  previous  month 
his  oratorio  of  the  Prophecy  was  repeated  at  the 
Hayfnarket  theatre,  together  with  Mrs.  Crcspigny'a 
sublime  Ode,  and  a  new  Coronation  Anthem.  Mr. 
Raimondi  led  the  band,  and  Madame  Dussek  was 
the  principal  soprano.  Mrs.  Crespigny,  so  well 
known  to  the  world  of  taste,  and  to  whom  Dr.  Busby 
had  been  just  introduced  by  Isaac  Heaton,  Esq.  of 
Norfolk-street  in  the  Strand,  exerted  on  this  occasion 
her  interest  and  patronage  with  a  kindness  and  cqcr* 
gy  of  which  the  Doctor  speaks  with  the  most  gl.o^  ing 
nensjbility    Through  her  personal  influence  the  house 
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elhibited  a  spIendDur  almost  unknomi^  in  the  aonab 
of  the  theatre.  Tbe  ladies  evidently  made  a  point  of 
dding  honour  to  Mrs.  C.  and  the  compo»sr ;  and  tbo 
boites  absolutely  blamed  with  jewellery.  The  compo« 
sitions  were  throughout  received  with  an  applause 
which  greatly  augmented  the  reputation  of  the  com- 
poser, and  justified  the  patronage  he  received. 

On  Mrs.  Billington*s  late  re-appearance  on  tbe 
English  stage^  the  public  attention  was  so  strongly 
sittracted  by  her  exquisite  performance  in  jirkixerxn 
and  the  Duetma^  that  the  Doctor  thought  a  nem 
edition  of  her  songs  in  those  operas,  with  all  her 
variations  and  embelHsbments,  would  be  a  desirable 
Acquisition  to  the  public;  and  he  accordingly  entered 
upon  the  delicate  and  dif&cult  task  of  taking  them 
by'  bis  ear,  and  acquitted  himself  with  a  facility  and 
precision  which  at  once  proved  his  profound  scieoce^ 
highly  cultivated  ear,  and  uncommon  powers  of  re* 

tentioh. 

In  March  last  the  Doctor  lost  his  old  roaster,,  Mr. 
B^ttishilU  who  was  buried  in  St.  Paurs  cathedral* 
Dr.  Busby,  in  company  with  Dr.  Arnold,  followed 
the  corpse  as  one  of  the  chief  mourners;  and  com- 
posed for  the  occasion  an  excellent  funeral  anthem, 
which  was  performed  by  the  gentlemen  of  the  choir 
under  the  center  of  the  dome.  Shortly  after  he  was 
unanimously  elected  a  member  of  the  society  of 
Musical  Gradnaiis^  now  consisting  of  Dr.  (Sir  Wil- 
liam) Parsons,  Drs.  Burney,  Arnold,  Ayrton,  Callcott^ 
Smitb^  and  Mr.  Guize.    Dr.  B.  has  been  heard  to 
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cxpness  much  gratification  in  holding  a  seat  among 
that  scientific  and  respectable  body. 

Dr«  Busby  has  bad  seven  children,  five  of  wliom, 
three  sons  and  two  daughters,  are  still  living :  they 
have  been  all  educated  at  home;  and  to  their  instruc* 
tion  Mrs.  Busby  has,  by  her  talents  and  accomplish* 
ments,  considerably  contributed;  the  Doctor  and 
herself  having  been  their  only  preceptors. 

The  Doctor's  third  son  is  intended  for  the  mudcal 
profession  ;  and  though  little  more  than  eleven  yean 
of  age,  already  evinces  powers  of  the  maturity  of 
which  the  highest  expectations  may  be  justly  formed. 
He  now  takes  the  organ  at  the  Cicilian  Society^s 
concerts  held  at  Paifiters'-hall.  His  executioQ 
as  an  organ  or  piano-forte  performer  is  truly  asto- 
nishing. 

Dr.  Busby's  style  as  a  composer  is  a  happy  mix- 
ture of  the  old  and  new  school  In  bis  oratorial  pro- 
ductions, we  find  the  learning  and  solemn  grandeur 
of  the  former  constantly  relieved  by  the  elegance  and 
sweetness  of  the  latter;  by  which  an  effect  is  pro- 
duced at  once  gratifying  both  to  the  lovers  of  ancient 
and  of  modem  composition. 

Dr.  B.  is  simple  in  his  mode  of  living,  plain  in  his 
appearance,  and  unassuming  in  his  ma!lners.  His 
humanity  and  benevolence  of  heart  are  well  known; 
and  his  liberal  promptitude  not  only  in  ackno#ledg- 
ing,  but  in  setting  forth  the  merits  of  his  contempora- 
ries, must  be  evident  to  all  who  have  perused  his  lives 
of  Mozart^  Dr.  Arnold^  Mr.  Shield^  and  Mr.  Batti- 

shill. 


304  MRS.  SILUNGTON. 

abill.  He  is  a  tenacious  friend  to  freedom  of  opinion 
on  all  subjects,  both  literary  and  scientific;  and  never 
thinks  so  humbly  of  men  as  when  their  sentinaents 
are  biassed  by  a  namc^  or  founded  on  any  other  au- 
thority than  that  of  reason. 

These  qualities  of  mind,  recommended  by  his  pro- 
fessional knowledge,  general  information,  and  soci- 
able disposition,  have  long  since  procured  bim  a  large 
and  most  respectable  circle  of  friends^  amidst  whom, 
in  bis  leisure  hours,  be  indulges  *^  the  feast  of  reason 
and  the  flow  of  soul/' 
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MRS.  BILLINGTON, 

TO  a  people  by  whom  the  polite  arts  arc  cherish- 
ed and  encouraged  with  a  zeal  as  honourable  to  the 
public  taste  and  liberality  as  advantagepus  and  en- 
couraging to  the  candidates  for  professional  fame,  the 
life  of  so  distinguished  a  vocal  performer  as  Mrs* 
BilUngton  cannot  be  unacceptable. 

Mrs.  Billington  is  the  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Weichscll,  at  one  time  so  well  known  to  the  musical 
world.  She  was  born  in  London,  in  the  year  176pt 
her  father  was  of  a  noble  family  in  Germany;  but 
not  enjoying  a  lineal  inheritance  adequate  to  the 
support  of  his  title  and  dignity,  he  resorted  to  the 
study  of  music  as  a  profession,  and  soon  became  a 
very  respectable  performer  on  several  instruments. 
His  brother,  we  understand,  is  still  living,  and  fills 
the  office  of  a  judge  at  Erbach  in  Germany.  Mrs. 
1  Weicbsel!, 
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Weicbsell,  who  has  been  dead  some  years^  was  a 
vocal  performer  of  considerable  merits  and  for  a 
number  of  years  stood  high  in  tbe  esteem  of  the  first 
amateurs  in  this  country.  She  studied  under  tbe 
celebrated  Jo/m  Christian  Bach^  and  was  his  most 
favourite  pupiL  We  well  recollect  the  delight  with 
which  we  have  listened  to  her  in  various  concerts  at 
which  that  excellent  master  presided ;  and  also  at 
Vauxhall,  where  for  several  years  she  held  the  rank 
of  Jirst  singer y  and  gave  with  great  taste  and  expres- 
sion many  beautiful  songs  which  he  composed  ex* 
pressly  for  her,  and  among  which -was  the  much- 
admired  rondo^  "  In  this  shady  blest  retreat."  Her 
style  was  elegant  and  florid,  and  her  voice  extensive 
and  melodious;  though  she  sometimes  affected  a 
reedy  tone,  which  at  that  time  was  too  much  in 
fashion. 

Miss  Weichsell  began  to  display  uncommon  indi- 
cations of  musical  genius  even  at  that  infantine  age 
when  Nature  generally  conceals  her  mental  treasures. 
Her  father  no  sooner  discovered  these  early  syrnp* 
toms  than  he  commenced  the  cultivation  of  her 
growing  talent ;  and  afforded  her  every  possible  en- 
couragement, both  by  his  own  instruction  and  that 
of  the  greatest  masters.  Her  first  efforts  were  di- 
lectcd  to  the  fianO'forte\  which,  indeed,  may  be 
considered  as  the  plaything  of  her  infancy.  On  this 
instrument  she  made  such  a  rapid  and  extraordinary 
progress,  that  when  she  was  only  seven  years  old,  the 
writer  of  these  memoirs  heard  her  perform  a  concerto 
at  tbe  little  theatre  in  tbe  Hay  market:  and  when  she 
\  had 


kad  scarcely  reached  ber  cleveotb  year,  she  appeared 
ill  the  double  character  of  composer  and  performer, 
Vy  playing  to^  a  delighted  audience  a  productioxi  of 
hdr  ov/n. 

Among  her  several  masters  on  the  fiano-forte^  was 
the  justly  celebrated  Schroeter,  whose  taste,  delicacy 
of  touch,  and  elegant  volatility  of  finger,  placed  him 
m^  the  first  rank  of  instrumental  performers.  Fully 
sensible  of  the  natural  talents  of  his  pupil,  he  spared 
no  pains  in  theircultivation,  and  was  amply  rewarded 
by  the  pleasure  of  witnessing  her  wonderful  progress. 
Sdme  few  years. afterwards  she  had  for  her  master 
Mt«  James  Billington,  a  respectable  musician,  who 
belonged  to  the  band  of  Drury-lane  theatre*  She 
bad  not  been  long  under  the  tuition  of  this  gentle- 
man, when  a  mutual  affection  took  placej  which  led 
to  a  clandestine  marriage;  an  event  which  greatly 
disappointed  the  hopes  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Weichsell, 
who  had  in  view  for  their  accomplished  daughter  a 
more  elevated  settlement  in  life.  Her  voice,  which 
did  not  at  first  greatly  strike  by  the  excellence  of  its 
tone,  was  in  a  constant  state  of  improvement,  a^d 
she  soon  acquired  powers  which  distinguished  her 
from  most  other  performers.  At  the  time  of  her 
marriage  her  merits  as  a  singer  had  procured  her 

« 

such  general  admiration,  that  she  was  considered  aa 
an  invaluable  acquisition  to  any  manager. 

The  new-married  couple  went  immediately  after 
their  union  to  Ireland,  where  the  proprietors  of  the 
Dublin  theatre  were  happy  to  engage  her;  and  at 
tbut  theatre  ahe  first  gave  to  the  public  those  proo& 

of 
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Off  vocal  pre-eminence  which  in  private  concerts  had 

already  delighted  all  the  first  amateurs.     Her  fame 

extended  with  her  efforts,  and  the  English  public 

were  sp  dosifpus  to  hear  her^  that  the  managers  of 

Covent-garden  theatre  were  induced  to  invite  her 

back  to  London :  she  accordingly  returned ;  and  ia 

the  winter  of  1786  made  her  idebut  at  that  house. 

The  piece  in  which  she  was  first  introduced  to  ^ 

London  audience  as  a  dramatic  singer^  was  the  oper^ 

of  Love  in  a  Village^  which  was  purposely  commancl-* 

^  by  their  Majesties.    The  house  was  crowded,  and 

her  reception  stamped  her  reputation  as  a  first-ratfe 

vocal  performer.    Kter  voice,  though  by  no  means  so 

rich  and  mellifluous  as  at  present,  possessed  consi<- 

derable  sweetness,  and  her  taste  was  already  so  far 

matured  as  to  charm  every  refined  ear. 

The  great  Italian  composer  Sacchini,  then  in  th^ 
zenith  of  his  fame,  was  at  that  time  settled  in  Paris; 
the  wish  to  avail  herself  of  his  instructions  induced 
Mrs.  Billington  in  the  following  year  to  visit  that 
capital.    A  mind  so  endowed  as  that  of  Mrs.  Billing- 
ton could  not  fail  to  greatly  profit  by  the  hints  of 
such  a  tutor:  she  quickly  caught  from  him  much  of 
that  pointed  expression,  neatness  of  execution,  and 
nameless  grace  by  which  her  performance  is  at  pre* 
sent  so  happily   distinguished.     Of  this  excellent 
composer  she  was  the  last  and  most  shining  pupil. 
He  died  sbortly  after  she  had  received  his  instruP'* 
.  tions,  but  left  in  Mrs.  Billington  a  living  evidence  of 
his  genius  and  exquisitely  cultivated  taste.    She  sooa 
afUrwards  xetamed  to  her  native  country,  and  pei^ 

'formed 
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formed  for  several  succeeding  seasons  at  Covent« 
garden  theatre.    She  now  felt  a  strong  desire  to  vmi 
Italy,  where  she  hoped  for  an  opportunity  of  still 
further  improvement,  and  in  the  year  1794  again 
quitted  England.     Her  principal  object  she  quickly 
attained;   and  adding  the  excellencies  of  the  first 
singers  of  that  country  to  those  which  she  had  al- 
ready acquired,  became  the  first  vocal  performer  ia 
Europe,   and  displayed  her  unrivalled  powers  with 
such  success  as  to  receive  the  homage  of  taste  and 
sensibility  wherever  she  was  heard.     Milan,  Naples^ 
Venice,    Leghorn,    Padua,   Genoa,    Florence,    and 
Trieste,  beard  and  confessed  the  wonders  of  her 
voice  and  taste. 

At  Naples,  Mr.  Billington^  who  accompanied  ber 
on  her  travels^  died  suddenly.  Walking  up  stairs,  iu 
good  spirits,  after  eating  a  hearty  dinner,  be  was 
seized  with  an  apoplectic  fit,  and  immediately  ex- 
pired. 

In  this  city  Mrs.  B«  received  the  most  flattering 
attention  from  every  one,  particularly  from  Sir  Wil- 
liam Hamilton  and  his  lady,  who,  proud  of  a  singer 
of  their  own  country  who  was  allowed  to  eclipse  all 
competitors,  even  in  the  very  realms  of  the  god  of 
harmony,  introduced  her  at  court,  and  procured  her 
the  warmest  patronage  of  the  King  and  Queen  of 
Naples,  from  whom  she  received  magnificent  proofs 
of  their  taste  and  generosity.     The  royal  e&ample 
was  followed  by  Lady  Palmerston,  X^ady  Templeton^  . 
Lady  Gertrude  Villars,  Lady  Grandison,  and  several 
others  of  ti}e  British  Nobitiiy,  who  were  at  that  time 
in  Naples* 
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In  the  year  1 797,  our  English  syren  was  again  in- 
duced to  enter  into  the  pale  of  matrimony ;  and  was 
married  to  M.  Felessent,  a  gentleman  attached  to  the 
French  army  in  a  civil  capacity,  who  soon  afterwards' 
^resigned  his  post,  and  now  resides  in  the  vicinity  of 
Venice  upon  an  estate  purchased  by  his  wife.  By  his 
consent  she  now  visits  England;  and  he  awaits  her. 
return  at  the  expiration  of  her  present  lucrative  en- 
gagements. 

Fame  had  announced  far  and  wide  Mrs.  Brlling** 
ton's  great  improvement  on  the  continent;  and  her 
arrival  in  this  country  was  looked  for  by  the  cogno^- 
scenfi  with  the  utmost  anxiety  and  solicitude.  For- 
tunately for  the  musical  public  at  large,  her  first 
engagements  after  her  return  were  at  the  English 
theatres;  so. that  every  one  had  an  opportunity  of 
hearing  at  an  inconsiderable  expcnce  the  finest  and 
most  admired  singer  in  Europe. 

Her  first  re-appearance  was  on  the  3d  of  October 
1801,  at  Coven t- garden  theatre,  in  that  most  happy 
and  judicious  combination  of  the  Italian  and  English 
schools,  the  serious  opera  of  Artaxcrxes;  in  which 
Dr.  Arne  has  consolidated  the  beautiful  melody  of 
Hasse,  the  mellifluous  richness  of  Pergolese,  the  easy 
flow  of  Picini,  and  the  finished  ^^;2/^7^/7^  of  Sacchini, 
with  his  own  pure  and  native  simplicity. 

At  the  drawing  up  of  the  curtain  Mrs.  B.  was 
welcomed  with  that  warmth  which  bespoke  the  high 
expectations  of  the  audience,  and  the  pleasure  they 
fdt  at  seeing  her  again  on  a  London  stage.  At  the 
very  commencement  of  her  performance  all  their  ex- 
pectations 
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pectatiotis  were  justified  In  the  duet  of  '*  Fair 
Aurora,"  which  she  sung  with  Mr.  IncIedoUj  she 
glided  through  the  chromatic  passage  which  closes 
the  first  and  second  strain,  with  a  sweetness  of  effect 
which  no  one  but  herself  could  produce,  and  gave 
the  minor  third,  at  the  words  "  from  the  idol  of  my 
heart,'*  with  a  delicacy  and  tenderness  which  came 
from  the  heart,  and  touched  the  nerves  of  the  whole 
audience.  In  the  beautiful  and  richly-accompanied 
air,  "  Adieu,  thou  lovely  youth,"  she  was  equally 
charming ;  her  expression  was  every  where  perfectly 
just,  and  her  divisions  infinitely  neat.  In  "If  o'er 
the  cruel  tyrant  Love,*'  she  was  exquisite.  We 
never  witnessed  a  higher  degree  of  taste,  or  a  more 
fiweet  and  impressive  manner  than  she  displayed  in 
almost  every  bar  of  this  fine  and  original  air.  Her 
ornaments,  though  abundant,  were  chaste;  and  the 
additional  notes  at  the  final  close,  in  which  she 
soared  with  ease  to  D  in  alt,  were  as  ingenious  and 
tasteful  as  they  were  forcible  and  expressive.  Her 
•*  Let  not  rage**  was  also  enchanting,  and  admitted 
no  idea  but  that  of  excellence  of  the  first  order.  The 
winning  softness  with  which  she  accented  the  notes  ; 
ber  high- wrought  yet  chaste  embellishments;  the 
melting  delicacy  of  ber  turns ;  and  the  affecting  em- 
phasis with  which  she  enforced  the  sentiment  at  the 
words,  "  Father,  brother,  lover,  friend,"  sunk  to  the 
jbeart  of  every  hearer,  and  convinced  the  whole  aa* 
ilience  of  the  powers  of  vocal  music.  In  a  word, 
nothing  remained  to  crown  the  delight  of  the  even* 
ing  but  her  execution  of  the  noble  bravura  which 

precedes 
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precedes  the  finale.  In  this  ("  The  soldier  tir'd  of 
ivar*s  alarms")  she  displayed  the  triumph  of  her  art. 
We,  who  have  formerly  heard  the  once  celebrated 
Miss  Brent  (afterwards  Mrs.  Pinto)  in  this  fine  song, 
were  utterly  astonished  to  find  the  performance  of 
that  accomplished  singer  so  far  exceeded  by  that  of 
Mrs.  Billington.  With  fewer  liberties  than  first-rate 
performers  generally  take  with  songs  of  this  descrip- 
tion, she  gave  it  a  force  and  novelty  of  effect  which 
perfectly  enraptured  <is.  The  distances  were  hit  with 
a  clearness  and  precision  that  evinced  her  perfect 
intimacy  with  the  first  secrets  of  fine  performance ; 
and  the  variation  she  introduced  at  the  repetition  of 
the  concluding  division^  as^also  the  energy  with  which 
she  darted  to  the  key-note  in  aJf,  kept  pace  with 
every  expectation  her  previous  excellence  had  created, 
and  impressed  us  with  ideas  of  admiration  and  asto- 
nishment. 

We  have  dwelt 'the  more  on  Mrs.  Billington's  per? 
forinance  in  this  opera  on  account  of  the  superior 
•excellence  of  its  niJisic,  which  gave  much  more  scope 
to  her  powers  than  any  others  in  which  she  after- 
wards appeared  either  at  Covcnt-gardcn  or  Drury* 
lane. 

Mrs.  Billington  is  not  the  onty  living  branch  of 
her  family  to  whom  Nature  has  been  lavish  of  her 
favours.  Her  brother,  Mr.  Charles  Weichsell,  dis- 
tioguisbed  himself  very  early  in  life  as  a  performer  on 
the  violin,  an  instrument  which  he  has  since  culti- 
vated with  uncommon  success:  both  his  tone  and 
execution  are  excellent;  and  his  taste,  and  style  of 
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accompanying  dre  of*  a  Very  superior  description,  lit 
was  the  infant  associate  of  his  sister  in  her  musical 
studies,  and  has  almost  constantly  accompanied  her 
in  her  travels,  and  participated  in  her  honours. 

Mrs.  Billington  has  no  living  issue;  but  is  never-* 
thelcss  distinguished  for  her  attachment  to  children; 
and  has  actually  adopted  a  little  girl^  whom  she  took 
tinder  her  protection  at  nine.  yCars  old,  and  has  since 
placed  in  a  convent  at  Brussels, 

Mrs.  Billington,  by  her  journey  to  Italy,  had  at 

one  time  realized  very  considerable  property;  but  by 

the  entrance  of  the  French  troops  into  Venice  she 

lost  no  less  than  twenty  thousand  sequins,  which  she 

.  had  deposited  in  the  bank  of  that  place. 

The  extraordinary  produce  of  her  professional  ta- 
Icnts  has,  however,  rendered  her  little  sensible  of  • 
such  a  loss :  the  profits  of  her  various  engagements 
last  winter  are  supposed  to  have  exceeded  ten  tboiN 
•sand  pounds ;  and  those  of  the  approaching  season 
will  probtibly  be  equally  great.  She  has  signed  ar* 
tides  for  the  opei^  ;  and  no  concert  of  celebrity  that  . 
can  procure  her  assistance  on  almost  any  terms  will 
be  without  the  attraction  of  her  talents. 


WILLIAM  HUTTON,  F.  A.S.S. 

BIOGRAPHY  is  never  more  usefully  employed 
than  in  delineating  the  progress  o(  a  man  of  genius 
and  persevering  virtue,  from  the  (hade  of  poverty ,  ig- 
norance, and  obfcurity,  to  distinction  and  independ- 
ence. 
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tnce.  The  lives  of.  great  men,  as  heroes  and  states* 
Inen  are  usually  styled,  have  much  in  them  to  excite 
.{admiration ;  but  the  life  of  a  private  perfon,  who  has, 
-by  his  assiduous  application  and  uniform  regularity  of 
conduct,  overcortue  all  the  difficulties  of  his  early 
destiny^  arid  raided  himself  to  eminence  an^ong' 
his  contemporaries,  comes  home  to  the  bofom,  tends 
to  excite  emulation  in  the  mind  of  the  reader,  especi- 
ally of  the  young,  and  bids  him  ^^  go  and  do-  like- 
wife." 

*rhis  remark  will  apply  with  peculiar  force  to  the 
interesting  memoir  which  we  are  now  about  to  lay 
before  our  readers.  The  subject  of  it  passed  his 
childhood  and  youth  in  extreme  indigence  and  hard- 
ship, but  by  temperance  and  industry  he  has  attained 
to  a  state  of  a^uence ;  and,  what  is  still  more  observ-* 
able,  has  by  the  publication  of  several  valuable  works 
^ined  the  notice  and  estimation  of  the  world,. 

William  Hutton  was  born  September  30tb, 
17^3,  in  Full-street,  Derby.  Between  the  age  of 
four  and  five  he  was  sent  to  a  poor  day-school,  where 
be  fell  into  the  hands  of  one  of  those  petty  tyrants,  too 
commonly  to  be  found  in  country  towns  and  villjages. 
This  man^s  practice  was,  when  his  young  scholars 
offended  him,  to  beat  their  heads  againft.the  wall, 
holding  them  at  the  same  time  fast  by  the  hair.  This 
brutal  treatment  completely  disgusted  young  Hutton 
with  books;  and  he  is  one  among  noany  instances 
that  eminent  mental  acquiremients,  and  a  love  of 
literature,  is  not  always  preceded  by  a  fondn^s  for 
reading  in  early  life. 

D  d  a  The 
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ttc  ifeason  of  instruction  did  riot  continue  fon^. 
His  father  had  several  children  to  provide  fdr,  and 
such  was  the  poverty  of  the  family,  that  it  becamfe 
necessary  almost  before  the  children  were  able  to 
work,  to  procure  them  some  employment  by  which 
they  might  contrfbiite  to  their  own  support.  William 
^as  sent  to  the  silk-milh  This  was  a  miserable  be- 
ginnirTg,  for  rfrrtdng  three  hundred  children  he  v^ 
the  least,  and  being  foGnd  too  short,  a  troublesome 
pair  of  pattens  was  placed  on  his  feet,  which  heavy 
clog  lie  was  obliged  to  drag  about  with  great  uneasi- 
fies^.  In  this  employment,  and  at  this  infant  age,  he 
was  compellfcd  for  seven  years  to  rise  at  five  every 
morriing,  to  go  some  distance  to  the.  silk-mill  in  aM 
weathers,  to  submit  to  the  cane  whenever  the  mastet 
thought  proper  to  apply  it,  (which  was  not  unfre- 
queni)  and  to  be  the  associate  of  the  most  vulgar  and 
rude  of  human  beings.  Little  in  respect  to  morals 
is  to  be  learned  at  a  silk-mill,  or  any  other  large  ma- 
nufactory, but  what  ought  to  be  unlearnt  oat  of  it. 

During  this  period  he  was  sometimes  treated,  even 
by  his  father,  with  excessive  cruelty.     From  the  se- 
verity of  a  brutal  master  a  child  naturally  turns  his 
pained  and  anxious  heart  to  his  paternal  mansion,  and 
longs  to  pour  out  his  plaintive  tale  of  suffering  intd 
the  ear  of  his  parent.     But  how  dreadful  must  it  be 
to  find  no  compassion,  no  soothing  attention  at  home,- 
•after  having  been  undeservedly  punished  by  a  savage 
.  master.    Yet  sdch  v?as  the  hard  fate  of  young  Hot- 
ton.     His  father  had  no  tenderness  for  his  child,  afad 
instead  of  comforting  him  by  kind  behaviour  under 
2  the 
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the  bard-  treatment  he  experienced,  ^oftentijmf;s  c>.£isr 
tised  hiqi  after  the  labours  and  fatigues  pf  the  day. 
On  one  occasion  be  bc^J:  bin),  only  for  losing  an  half- 
penny, 80  unmea'cifully  xvitb  bis  walking-stick,  as  to 
shatter  it  to  pieces. 

About  the  agepf  nine  his  misery  wa$  greatly  in- 
creased by  the  loss  of  his*  affectionate  mother/  ancji 
thus  dqserted  by  his  father,  and  left  solely  to  the  carf 

of  strangers,  his  life  became  truly  forlorn  and  wretched. 

At  the  age  of  fourteen  his  term  of  slavery  at  the 
45ilk*mill  expired,  and  he  quitted  with  disgust  an(^ 
batred  a  ,place  which,  although  most  ciirious  an^ 
jpleasing  to  spectators,  as  well  ^s  productive  to  the 
proprietors,  gave  him  a  seven  years  heart-ache,  and 
proved  itself,  froni  his  observation,  to  be  a  nursery  of 
vice. 

It  .was  his  hard  fate  to  gain  b^it  little  by  this  eman- 
cipation ;  for  being  as  yet  too  young  to  provide  for 
•himself  be  was  put  apprentice  to  his.  uncle,  a  stock- 
ing-maker at  Nottingham.  Few  employments  are 
more  disagreeablp  than  this.  A  healthy  stocking- 
weaver  can  barely  earn  a  scanty  subsistence  for  ihp 
passing  day,  and  the  sedentariness  of  the  employment 
rendei's  the  men  pale,  unhealthy  and  spiritless,  ftopjs 
the  growth,  and  renders  weak  and  sickly  the  miser- 
2lblc  children  find  apprentices. 

He  was,  however,  rising  into  esteem  as  an  industri- 
ous apprentice,  and  the  prospect  of  a  brighter  day 
seemed  to  open  upon  him,,  when  an  unhappy  quarrel 
xaused  him  to  run  away  from  his  master. 

The  history  of  the  week  duringVhicb  he  was  ab*  . 

D  d  3  -  sent. 
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^nt,  if  every  circumstance  could  be  introduced^ 
would  be  found  highly  romantic,  yet  afFectibg  and 
instructive.  It  exhibits  a  scene  of  complicated  distress 
that  has  not,  often  fallen  to  the  lot  of  the  biographer 
to  describe. 

On  Saturday-night,  for  some  very  trifling  &ult,  hia 
uncle  beat  hini  most  severely.  This  to  a  youth  of 
eighteen  was  usage  not  to  be  endured ;  the  mind  at 
such  an  age  begins  to  feel  a  degree  of  independent 
pride,  and  can  ill  brook  manual  correction  from  any 
one.  Young  Hutton  formed  the  resolution  of  quit-^ 
ting  a  place  where  h^  had  suffered  such  treatment ; 
and  the  x\ext  morning  set  out  with  a  small  stock 
of  moveables  at  his  back,  two  shillings  in  bis  pocket, 
and  a  sixpenny  loaf  of  coarse  bread,  with  a  smaljl 
piece  of  blotter  in  a  bag.  At  ten  o'clock  that 
evening  he  arrived  at  Derby,  and  passing  by  hisfa^ 
ther*s  door,  slept  in  a  field  upo.n  the  coW  grass,  with 
bis  wallet  under  hi$  head,  for  a  pillow^  and  the  sky 
for  his  covering. 

At  four  nexjt  morning  ho  rose,  hungry,  stlfF^  and 
sore,  and  after  a  secret  interview  with  his  brother,  to 
whom  be  imparted  his  design  of  going  to  Ireland,  he 
continued  his  journey,  and  before  noon  arrived  at 
Burton,  having  travelled  tvyenty-eigbt  miles  without 
spending  a  farthing.  Mr.  Hiittoq  was  an  cecono-^ 
mist  from  his  cradle,  which  character  never  forsook 
him,  and  to  this  he  is  in  a  consderable  degree  ix^ 
debted  for  his  present  situation. 

At  Burton  he  spent  one  penny,  and  arriving  the 
same  evening  in  the  environs  of  Litchfiejd,  he.  went 

to 
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to  a^barn^  tbiokiQg  to  lodge  there  for  the  night,  but 
the  door  being  lockqd  he  opened  bis  wardrobe, chang-r 
ed  bis  dress,  hid  thp  bags  under  a  hcdge^  and  then 
took  a  view  of  the  city  for  about  two  hours^     About 
pine  he  returned  to  the  spot  where  he  had  left  his 
l>ags,  packed  up  his  clothes,  which  he  ha^  left  under 
the. hedge  while  he  went  to  another  barn  at  some  dis- 
tance, to  discover  whether  a  lodging   might  be  ob- 
tained there  for  the  night.    This  also  was  shut  close, 
0nd  he  returned;  but  what  was  his  surprize  and  grief 
on  finding  that  his  bags  were  gone  !     He  ran  about 
the  fields  pnd  along'  the  road.,  enquiring  of  every  one 
Ji'e  met  for  his  bags,  but  no  one  could  give  him  any 
information.     He  found  pity,  or  what  appeared  to  be 
pity  froni  all,  but  redress  or  relief  from  none.     His 
bearers  gradually  dwindled  avvay  with  tbp  twilight, 
and  by  elpvcn  o'clock  he  found  himself  in  the  open 
street  at  Jjitchfield,  left  alette,  to  tell  bis  melancholy 
tale  tp  the  silent. mcipn. 

It  is  not  easy  to  imagine  a  more  distrer,sed  situation 
than  that  in  which  poor  Hutton  nqw  was.  His 
finances  were.eqtirely  exhausted.  He  \yas  an  \itte^ 
stranger  to  the  world  apd  the  world  to  him  ;  he  was 
without  emploympatj,  and  had  no  prospect  of  procur- 
ing any.  All  the  property  he  had  upon  earth  was  thus 
pruclty  snatched  from  hlin,  and  even  hope^  that  last 
and  constant  friend  to  the  unfortunate,  forsook  hirrx. 
In  this  wretched  state  he  lay  do w^  and  sought  a  ten^- 
porary  repose  upon  a  butcher'^  block. 

Early  in  the  morning  he  renewed  his  enquiries  after 
his  bags,  but  to  as  little  purpose  as  on  the  preceding 

Pd4  night; 
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night;  and  perceiving  no  chance  either  of  recovering 
what  he  bad  lost,  or  of  procuring  relief  or  employment 
at  this  place,  be  determined  to  follow  some  market 
people  who  were  going  to  Walsal.  Here,  however,  he 
met  with  no  better  success  than  at  Litchfield,  and, 
therefore,  continued  his  journey  to  Birmingham. 
Upon  Handsworth  heath  this  extraordinary  town  first 
opened  to  his  view.  It  was  natural  for  him  to  be 
much  struck  with  the  appearance  of  the  place  and  its 
inhabitants,  but  it  could  not  have  occurred  to  a  desti- 
tute  youth  like  him,  that  he  should  afterwards  attain 
affluence  in  this  very  town,  and  become  its  historian. 

There  were  three  stocking  makers  at  Birmingham^ 
to  each  of  whom  he  applied  for  work,  but  had  the 
mortification  not  only  of  meeting  with  a  refusal,  but 
to  have  that  refusal  expressed  in  very  reproachful 
and  abusive  language.  Little  did  he  ifnagine  that 
one  of  these  very  men  would  afterwards  prove  his  best 
friend,  and  bequeath  to  him  his  premises  and  pro- 
perty. 

Evening  now  drawing  on,  this  isolated  being  sat 
down  upon  the  old  cross  near  St.  Philip's  street,  the 
poorest  of  all  the  poor  in  that  large  parish,  over  which^ 
twenty-seven  years  after,  he  became  overseer. 

In  this  forlorn  situation,  however,  he  met  with  one 
instance  of  that  humanity  for  which  the  inhabitants 
of  Birmingham  have  always  been  distinguished. 
While 'he  was  sitting  upon  the  cross,  pensive  and  for- 
lorn, two  workmen  were  struck  with  his  melancholy 
appearance,  and  in  the  language  of  kindness  enquired 
Jnto  his  situation.     Being  informed  of  his  distress, 

tbcy 


they  took  him  to  a  public  hoi&e,  gave  him  «omebccr 
and  bread  and  cheese,  and  procured  him  a  lodging 
for  the  night. 

Having  stopped  another  day  at  Binninghamt 
he  proceeded  to  Coventry,  where  his  application  for 
employment  was  also  unsuccessful.  There  he  slept 
one  night  in  a  hay-loft ;  and  the  following  day  pur- 
cued  his  course  to  Nuneaton,  but  met  with  no  better 
treatment  from  the  stocking-makers  of  that  place  than 
lie  had  from  those  to  whom  hefaad  applied  elsewhere. 
They  had  discernment  and  spleen  enough  to  ring  the 
grating  word  ^prentice  in  his  ears,  nor  could  all  his 
entreaties,  however  earnest  and  suppliant,  prevail  upon 
any  of  them  to  give  him  a  single  job. 

From  this  inhospitable  town  he  set  out  the  same 
day  for  Hinkley,  where  he  arrived  about  four  in  the 
afternoon.  Fortunately  at  this  place  he  met  with  a 
person  who  was  a  townsman,  who,  on  that  account, 
gave  him  some  work  and  a  night's  lodging,  but  it  was 
upon  this  condition,  that  he  would  return  home  the 
next  morning. 

Necessity  had  already  convinced  him  that  no  other 
course  remained  to  be  adopted  ;  and  accordingly  the 
following  day,  which  was  Saturday,  he  bent  his  steps 
towards  Derby,  where  he  arrived  at  nine  in  the  even- 
ing. His  father  gladly  received  him,  and  even  shed 
a  tear  at  the  recital  of  his  misfortunes.  •  His  uncle 
arriving  the  next  day,  the  affair  was  amicably  settled, 
an  act  of  indemnity  was  passed,  and  our  unfortunate 
youth  once  more  returned  to  servitude. 

During  the  remaining  years  of  his  apprenticeship 

nothing 
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nothing  very  particular  occurred,  except  that  the  love 
of  music  and  reading  began  to  have  a»  ascendency 
over  bis  mind. 

When  hh  apprenticeship  was  expired  he  became  a 
journeyman  to  liis  uncte ;  and  he  ^had  so  well  im« 
proved  his  leisure  hours  by  readings  that  he  rose  into 
no  small  degree  of  notice,  and  his  conversation  was 
sought  for,  and  highly  valued,  by  men  even  above  bis 
sphere  of  life. 

His  inclination  for  books  increased,  but  his  finances 
were  so  narrow  that  his  opportunities  of  gratifying 
this  inclination  were  few  and  trifling. 

(lis    first    literary ,  purchase    consisted    of  three 
volumes  of  the  Gentleman's  Magazine  in  numbers, 
and  as  the  cxpcnce  of  binding  th?n[>  was  too  great  for 
his  pocket,  he  put  them  together  himself  in  a  most 
coblcr-like  style.    These,  however,  proved  a  source  of 
much  amusement  and  information.     It  is  observab^ 
that   Mr,  Hutton   has   continued  attached  in    the 
closest  manner  to  the  Gentleman^a  Magazine,    ia 
which  he  has  been  a  frequent  correspondent,  and 
from  which,  no  doubt,  he  first  imbibed  a  love  of  an- 
tiquarian researches.     Most  of  the  books  which  he 
purchased  being  in  wretched  condition,  he  contrived 
to  give  them  a  better  appearance,  and  thus  by  degrees 
he  became  a  tojcrable  binder.     The  bookseller  with 
whom  he  dealt  exercised  the  occupation  of  binder 
also;  and  Mr.  Hutton,  having  frequent  opportunities 
of  seeing  bim  at  work,  made  a  considerable  progress 
in  the  art  of  book-binding.     As  soon  a$  he  could  af- 
ford it  he  purchased  somQ  old  tools,  and  a  worn  dQwn 
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press,  and  at  length  became  so  expert  at  the  bti$incs# 
.  as  to  work  not  only  tor  himself  but  for  many  of  hit 
acquaintances.  Thus,  by  diligence,  temperaiKc^nfl 
frugality,  his  circumstances  were  greatly  imppoved: 
he  became  possessed  too  of  property,  which  to  n 
young  man  in  his  situation  was  very  considerable ; 
it  consisted  in  decent  clothes,  a  stock! ng-ffame,  his 
binding  apparatus,  and  a  watch. 

At  length  the  stocking  trade  decayed,  and  be  was 
without  employment.  In  tbis  exigency  he  formed  the 
resolution  of  utterly  abandoning  an  employment 
which  he  had  never  liked,  and  of  pursuing  his  neir 
business  of  bqok^binding.  All  his  acquaintance 
treated ,  his  scheme  as  foolish  and  impracticable ;  but 
be  had  fortunately  an  affectionate  sister,  whose  as- 
sistance and  encouragement  enabled  him  to  persevere 
and  to  suceed. 

Hithcno  he  had  used  the  miserable  tools  and  ma- 
terials for  binding  which  his  old  friend  the  bookseller 
chose  to  part  with,  and  which,  by  the  bye,  he  would 
not  have  sold  if  they  bad  been  good  for  any  thing. 
Hutton  was  now  sensible  that  many  articles  were 
wanting  which  could  only  be  obtained  in  London. 
A  journey  to  the  capital  was  both  necessary  and  de- 
sirable, but  without  money  it  was  impossible  to  ac<- 
complifli  it.  In  this  dilemma  his  sister  raised  the 
migKty  eum  of  three  guineas,  which  shq  sewed  in 
his  shirt-collar,  concluditig  that  he  could  not  travel 
to  London  without  meeting  robbers.  She  also  fur- 
nished eleven  shillings  for  travelling  expcnccs. 
He  was  absent  from  home    nearly   nine   days, 

and 
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and  at  his  return  had  four- pence  left  out  of  his  origin 
t>al  stock  of  eleven  shillings.     Such  early  oeconoiBy. 
"was  a  sure  prognostic  of  ultimate  success* 

He  bad  9  great  inclinatioa  to  settle  in  Krming- 
ban)»  but  he  was  deterred  from  venturing  to  begin 
business  there,  from  an  apprehension  that  his  insig^ 
nificance  would  only  meet  with  neglect  or  contempt 
in  so  great  a  place. 

He  accordingly  fixed  upon  Southwell,  a  small  town 
fourteen  miles  from  Nottingham,  whore  he  rented  a 
shop  at  the  rate  of  twenty  shillings  a  year.  Having 
fitted  it  up  with  his  own  hands,  be  opened  U  witlt 
about  twenty  shillings  worth  of  books,  and  thus  be* 
came  the  most  eminent,  or  in  other  words^  the  only 
bookseller  in  the  place. 

At  Lady-day,  17^9  he  went  to  Birmingham^  and 
agreed  with  a  Mrs.  Dix  for  the  lesser  half  of  her  shop 
in  Bull-street,  at  one  shilling  per  week. 

Fortunately,  about  the  same  time  the  dissentiog 
minister  at  Gainsborough  wished  to  part  with  the 
refuse  of  his  library,  and  offered  it  to  our  young 
tradesman  at  his  own  price,  and  upon  his  note  of 
hand.  Thus  he  obtained  ^out  two  hundred  weight 
t>f  books  at  a  very  easy  rate,. and  was  thereby  enabled 
to  begin  business  at  Birmingham  in  a  more  respect- 
able way  than  ^t  Southwell. 

His  affairs  now  began  to  wear  a  pleasant,  and  pro- 
mising aspect,  and  he  had  the  satisfaction  of  experi- 
encing that  his  profits  were  already  sufficient  to 
support  him  :  a  circumstance  not  very  'marvellous 
when  we  consider  that  the  slender  sum  of  five  shil- 
lings 
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lihg^  was  abimdantly  Enough  to  pay  for  all  bis  V9exk^s 
expences,  including  rent>  board,  washing,  and 
lodging. 

A  year  passed  away,  dnfirig  which  Mr.  tiuttoii 
not  only  found  his  trade  enorea&ing,  bat  that  his 
sobriety,  diligence,  and  affabiHty  had  procured  him 
Bome  respectable  friends.  Among  these  were,  Mr*  • 
Dowler,  a  surgeon,  who  lived  opposite  to  him,  and 
Mr.  Grace,  a  hosier,  and  one  of  those  very  perdons  . 
tvho  on  his  first  visit  to  Birmingham  had  treated  him 
with  so  much  roughness.  By  this  time,  to  add  to  btt 
cdmforts,  he  found  that  his  savings  amounted  to 
twenty  pounds,  a  sum  of  no  ordinary  consequence 
to  a  yOung  beginner  in  tradh. 

The  house  adjoining  Mr.  Grace's  becoming  vacant, 
that  gentleman  and  Mr.  Dowler  immediately  pressed 
Mr*  tlutton  to  take  it,  as  it  was  one  of  the  best  situ- 
Utions  in  Birmingham  for  trade.  But  the  rent,  which 
V^as  no  less  than  eight  pounds,  alarmed  him,  and 
he  resisted  the  temptation  for  some  time.  However 
they  persisted,  and  their  persuasions  at  length  pre- 
vailed over  his  timidity. 

Here  he  carried  on  business  on  a  larger  scale,  and 
still  pursuing  the  same  diligent  and  economical 
conduct,  his  savings  accumulated.  The  urbanity  of 
bis  manner^,  as  well  as  his  ingenuity  and  intelligence^ 
noon  procured  him  several  valuable  acquaintance ; 
among  these  was  Mr.  William  Ryland,  with  whom 
Mr.  Hutton  contracted  a  close  friend8hip,which  lias 
contiTiutd  fabovc  forty  years.        *'  ;    .   . 

Byadbering  to  the  same  plan  of  titlention^'prtrl 

dcnce. 
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dcnce^  and  ecooomy^  Mr,  Hutton*s  success  ia  trade 
continued  to  encrcase,  till  at  length  his  happiness 
was  crowned  with  a  prize  of  far  greater  value  than 
wealth.  As  no  event  in  a  man's  life  is  of  noore 
consequence  than  marriage,  so  none  is  more  un« 
certain.  Upon  the  east  of  this  die  the  whole  hap- 
.  piness  of  life  depends.     Mr.  Button's  good  £3rtune 

in  this  respect  far  exceeded  his  own  most  sanguine 

» 

expectations. 

In  \  765  he  married  the  niece  of  his  friend  and  next 
door  neighbour,  Mr.  Grace.  Besides  much  happi- 
fiess,  Mr.  Hutton  gained  one  hundred  pounds  by 
this  marriage ;  and  he  had  acquired  by  trade  two 
before.  'He  has  had  several  children;  two^f  whom, 
a  son  and  daughter,  are  now  living,  and  arc  the 
Iionour  and  comfort  of  his  old  age* 

At  the  proposal  of  a  paper-maker,  an  old  and  ioti* 
mate  friend,  Mr.  Hutton  opened  a  paper  warebousci 
which  was  the  first  ever  seen  in  Birmingham.  From 
a  smalt  beginning,  he  followed  this  business  forty 
years,  and  acquired  by  it  several  thousand  pounds. 

About  this  time  Mr.  Grace,  his  uncle  by  marriage, 
died  and  bequeathed  to  him  property  amounting  to 
two  hundred  pounds. 

In  1768  be  was  chosen  an  overseer  of  the  largest 
parish  of  Birmingham, and  had  reason  to  consider  him* 
self  raised  far  beyond  his  ancestors,  for  none  of  them, 
within  the  reach  uf  tradition,  ever  attained  so  elevated 
a  station  a^.this* 

His  colleagues  in  office  had  reason  to  rcjoioe  in 

tJ^&  appointment,,  for  be  not  only  transacted  biaown 
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dbare  of  the  business,  but  a  considerable  part  of  theirs. 
His  attentions  were  so  minute,  and  his  behaviour  so 
courteous,  that  he  gained  the'  love  of  the  poor,  and 
the  respect  and  esteem  of  every  friend  of  humanity. 

In  177^  he  was  chosen  a  commissioner  of  the  Court 
of  Requests,  the  practice  of  which  soon  became  his 
favourite  amusement.  By  pitying  a  constant  attend-* 
ance  he  q.uick]y  took  the  lead ;  and  the  management 
of  the  court  engrossed  nearly  two  days  in  a  week  of 
his  time,  for  which  he  never  received  the  least  emo- 
lument. Two  remarks  will  sufficiently  shew  hi^ 
upright  conduct  in  this  office :  he  never  had  a  quarrel 
with  a  suitor,  nor  the  least  diffisrcnce  with  a  brother 
commissioner. — He  attended  this  court  regularly 
nineteen  years,  and  during  that  time  above  one 
hundred  thousand  causes  passed  through  his  hands,  a 
greater  number,  probably^  than  ever  underwent  the 
decision  of  any  other  man. 

Of  the  practice  of  this  court,  with  reports  of  cases, 
he  published  a  useful  treatise  in  17B7>  8vo. 

In  1773  he  was  appointed  a  commissioner  of  the 
Lamp  Act  for  the  town  of  Birmingham. 

The  year  1779  was  rendered  remarkable  for  a  va- 
riety of  losses  and  domestic  afflictions,  under  which 
he  was  greatly  supported  by  an  excellent  remark  of 
his  friend  Ryland,  which  was  this,  that  '^  there  are 
two  kinds  of  evils  which  a  man  should  never  grieve 
at,  those  which  he  cannoi  avoid,  and  those  which  be 
tan.^^  A  plain  maxim,  but  one  that  is  well  calculated 
to  strengthen -the  mind  against  misfortune  :  for  if  the 
evils  are  wiavoidahle,  no  remedy  can  be  gathered  from 
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rcpiniiTg,  b|it  the  contrary ;  and  if  they  arise  from 
bimselfy  the  fault  and  the  remedy  are  his  own. 

The  principal  part  of  the  following  year  he  was 
occupied  in  writing  the  History  of  Birmingham,  the 
manuscript  of  which  being  shewn  to  one  of  the  first 
literary  characters  in  the  neighbourhood,  he  pro- 
.  nounced  it  to  be  the  best  topographical  history  he  had 
ever  seen.  This  work  has  deservedly  passed  through 
three  editions,  and  procured  for  the  author  the 
honor  of  being  chosen,  in  1782,  a  member  of  the 
' Antiqiiarian  Society  at  Edinburgh. 

Considering  the  variety  of  business  in  which  the 
author  was  engaged,  we  are  surprised,  not  only  at 
the  accuracy  of  this  history,  but  at  the  minuteness 
of  research  which  i|  displays.  It  is  evident  that 
Mr.  Hutton  has  been  no  waster  of  his  time,  nor  yet 
zn  inattentive  observer  of  things.  That  he  must 
have  availed  himself  of  every  x)pportunity  for  reading 
is  equally  clear,  and  he  appears  to  have  remembered 
all  that  he  read.  His  memory,  indeed,  is  wonderful; 
whilst  this  work  lay  in  manuscript  he  had  the  whole  of 
it  by  heart;  and  if  a  line  of  it  was  quoted,he  could  hav6 
pursued  it  through  the  remainder  of  the  chapter. 

In  1785  he  was  subpoened  to  appear  at  London 
upon  a  trial,  which  affordeil  him  a  second  opportunity 
of  examining  most  of  the  curiosities  of  the  metropolb. 
Of  these  he  wrote  a  very  entertaining  account,  inter- 
spersed with  anecdotes,  under  the  iit\6  of  ^'  a  Jour- 
ney to  London.*'  The  same  year,  he  visited  .'Buxton, 
where  he  took  particular  notice  of  Jthc  absurdity  of 
the  popular  notion  concerning  Mam-Tor^  or .  the 

"  Shivering 
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**  Shivd-ing  Mountain,"  that  it  is  continually  moul- 
dering without  being  sensibly  diminished.  This, 
Mr,  Hutton  observes,  is  totally  untrue,  for  the  moun- 
tain has  clearly  diminished  one  third,  and  a  consi- 
derable hill  has  been  raised  by  the  detached  parts  of 
it ;  and  every  mountain  will  do  the  same  which!  has 
a  perpendicular  side  composed  of  loose  skerry  stones 
and  light  earth. 

In  1789  he  published  the  History  of  the  Hundred 
Court,  being  a  supplement  to  the  History  of  the 
Court  of  Requests.  The  same  year  appeared  his 
account  of  the  Battle  of  Bosworth-ficld,  8vo.  with 
topographical  and  other  illustrations. 

In  the  year  1791  happened  the  memorable  and 
disgraceful  riots  at  Birmingham.  An  infatuated  and 
furious  mob  having  destroyed  two  meeting^^houses^ 
with  the  dwelling-house  and  property  of  Dr.  Priest- 
ley, proceeded  the  following  day  to  the  house  ot  John 
Ryland,  Esq.  and  about  ten  o'clock  the  same  morn- 
ing Mr.  Button's  sister  came  to  him,  with  tears  in 
her  eyes,  to  inform  him,  that  the  mob  intended  to  de- 
stroy his  house  the  next.  This  he  could  scarcely  be- 
lieve, as  he  was  not  conscious  of  having  given  offence 
to  any  person,  neither  had  he  mingled  with  political 
parties.  Captain  Archibald,  who  was  his  next  do  jir 
neighbour,  offered  to  protect  his  premises,  but  it  will 
hardly  be  credited  that  this  proposal,  so  generously 
made,  met  with  the  disapprobation  of  the  magistrates, 
who,  though  they  saw  the  flames  of  desolation  kindled 
by  a  ferocious  banditti,  blazing  around  them,  would 
not  have  recourse  to  any  other  means  than  that  of  per^ 
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iuasion^  wbich  instead  of  restraining  the  rioter^  serVcJ 
tatber  to  intoxicate  them.  At  three  o'clock  they 
attacked  the  house  and  broke  the  windows ;  but  on 
Mr,  Hutton's  giving  them  what  money  he  bad,  and 
some  ale,  they  deshted,  and  took  anorther  route.  In 
the  evening,  however,  they  returned  agarn^  and  totally 
destroyed  his  premises. 

Early  the  next  morning,  with  the  most  brutal 
ferocity,  they  destroyed  his  coontry-bouse  at  Ben^ 
j^etCs  Hitl,  about  two  miles  from  Birmingham.  Had 
be  been  merely  a  dissenter,  or  had  he  only  been  pre- 
sident of  the  Court  of  Requests,  in  ali  probability  be 
might  have  passed  unnoticed,  but  the  union  of  both 
in  bis  person  sealed  bis  destruction «  One  person 
made  this  speech  to  them  j  "  If  you  will  destroy  Hut- 
ton's  house,  1  wiH'  give  you  two  guineas^  for  it  was 
owing  to  him  that  I  lost  a  cause  in  court.** 

While  the  mob*  were  thu»  destroying  bis  property, 
dnother  person  exclaimed  with  a  savage  kind  of  tri-' 
timph,  **  O  !  D— — n  him,  he  made  mc  pay  fifteen 
shillings  in  the  Court  T" 

The  condlusion  of  these  disgraceful  proceedings 
not  being  connected  with  the  present  memoir,  we 
forbear  to  narrate;  Mr.  Hutton  was  now  literally 
without  '*  a  place  fo  lay  his  bead,"  for  the  people 
were  so  panic-struck  as  to  be  afraid  to  take  any  of 
the  proscribed  sufferers  into  their  houses^  for  fear  of 
sharing  the  same  fate.  At  length,  however,  the  master 
of  Vauxball  consented  to  board  tbem,  though  at  the 
hazard  of  losing  his  property,  till  they  eould  procure 
a  bouse.  These  disgraceful  outrages  inflii^ed  a 
fatal  blow  on  the  health  of  Mrs.  Hutton, 
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tt  18  bardly  to  be  creditetl  what  trouble  and  anxiety 
the  sufferers  underwent  in  preparing  for  the  trial 
which  they  commenced  against  the  Hundred,  to  re- 
cover back  some  compensation  for  the  losses  they 
had  sustained.  Every  obstacle  to  embarrass  them 
was  artfully  placed  in  their  way,  and  so  great  was 
the  eXpetise  and  trouble  occasioned  by  these  artiiiccSi 
that  Mr.  Hutton  has  frequently  expressed  a  wish 
that  he  had  given  up  his  claim  and  lost  all.  At 
the  trial  every  insult  and  reproach  were  made  use 
of  that  the  malice  of  enemies  could  invent,  insomuch 
that  the  judges  (Thomson  and  Eyre^  were  shocked 
.  at  this  malignant  treatment;  bnd  the  latter  observed, 
'^  that  in  the  whole  course  of  his  life  he  never  saw 
so  much  rancour  and  ill -blood." 

Mr.  Hutton^s  part  only  of  the  costs  of  this  trial 
amounted  to  884A  1 5 j»  Qd.  The  verdict  for  some 
of  the  suffbrers  did  not  cover  the  expenses,  and  two 
years  elapsed  before  they  received  the  small  soma 
which  the  jury  had  decreed  them. 

In  1793  Mr  Hutton  resigned  trade  to  his  son,  and 
gave  up  also  those  public  employments  which  bad 
for  so  many  yenrs  engrossed  a  considerable  part  of 
his  time  and  attention. 

In  17q6  he  sustained  an  irreparable  and  deeply* 
felt  loss  in  the  death  of  his  wife.  To  alleviate  the 
distress  occasioned  by  this  melancholy,  though  long* 
dreaded  event,  Mr.  Huiton  took  a  jourrey  to  Bar* 
mouth,  in  Wales.  About  this  time  he  had  recourse 
to  a  singular  mode  of  amusing  himself.  He  had  a 
|)Ook  divided  into  columns,  and  began  to  exercise  hit 
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memory  on  the  past  events  <if  Irb  life,  registering^ 
m  a  chronological  series^  the  anecdotes  in  their  pro^ 
per  order,  with  reapect  to  the  year^  month  and  day, 
when  they  happened.  Of  these  he  soon  accumulated 
a  prodigious  quantity,  whicb^  if  ever  publiriied,  will 
doubtless  prove  as  entertahiing  «  the  Library  Life 
§f  Pennaf9fy  or  that  of  any  sel^biograpber  whatever. 

In  1 7  97  he  had  again  oecasion  to  visit  Wales  on 
account  (^  the  ill-^health  of  bis  dau^ter^and  tivis  bet- 
ing the  fourth  time  of  his  passing  through  that  prim> 
paltty  in  difl^^nt  directions^  he  was  ena^Ii^  to  write 
some  curious  and  interesting  remarks  concerning  the 
different  places  which  he  viMted.  These  remarl:s  he 
eomnvunicated  to  his  old  friend  Sybanua  Uttoi,  b^ 
whom  they  were  inserted  in  the  CrOntlertiain -s  Maga* 
sine  for  that  and  the  following  year. 

The  4ast  pnUication  of  Mr.  -Hutton^s  appeared  in 
the  eovrse  cf  the  present  year>  ani  is  entitled,  ^  Tbe 
Histoiy  of  the  Roman  Wall  whicAi  crosses  the  Island 
of  Britain  from  the  Grerman  Ooean  to  Iho  Irish  Sea. 
Describing  i1»  antient  State  and  its  appearance  in 
1801-  Svo.** 

When  we  consider  Mr.  Hotton's  age  (seventy* 
eight)  at  the  time  of  his  exploring  tbiB  venerable 
monument  of  antiqvity,  we  hairdly  kn^w  which  to 
admh'e  most,  his  thirst  of  knowtedge,  4he  robuatnese 
and  activity  of  bis  constitution,  or  tbe  keen  sagacity 
of  his  mind. 

, .  But  we  shall  fa««e  ^tiobe  his  own  words  ffoflft  the 
preface,  as  giving  most  exactly  a  Kletfary  poUmit  of 
man. 

*^  Havinj; 
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^  Having  had  tbe  pleasure  of  seeing  many  an- 
tiques of  various  ageaand  people,  it  naturally  excited 
9  desijte  of  proceeding  in  further  research ;  and  the 
eye,  unsatisfied  with  seeing^  indtsced  a  wish  to  sec 
tbe  greatest  of  all  tbe  curiosities  left  us  by  tbe  Romans^ 
THE  WALL ;  the  wonckrful  and  united  wock9  of  Agri- 
cola,  Hadriaa,  and  Severus. 

^^  I  consulted  all  the  authors  I  eould  procure  which 
strengthened  desire;  but  I  found  they  were  onljf 
echoes  to  each  other.  Ma^ny  have  written  upon  tbe 
subject;  but  I  could  discover  that  very  few  bad  eve« 
seen  it,  and  not  a  soul  bad  penetrated  from  one  end 
to  tbe  other.  Besides,  if  those  who  paid  a  transient 
visit,  chose  to  ride,  they  could  not  be  minute  ob- 
servers. Poor  Camden  travelled  it  till  be  was  fright* 
ened,  ran  away,  aqd  wrote  hastily.  Horsley  was 
weary  and  retreated ;  but  wrote  more  correct.  The 
jadicioos  Warburton,  whom  I  regard  for  his  veraci^^ 
rode  on,  desisted,  and  then  remarked^  ^  He  believed 
\  he  bad  trod  upon  ground  which  no  foc^  bad  evei^ 
'  trodden  since  the  Rcnnans.'  He  also  transcribes 
Horsley,  whom  Mr.  Gough  professes  to  follow.  I 
envied  tbe  people  in  tbe  neighbourhood  of  the  WalU 
though  I  knew  they  valued  it  no  more  than  the  soi^ 
on  which  it  stood.  I  wished  to  converse  with  an  in- 
telligent resident,  but  never  saw  one.  I  determined 
to  spend  a  month  and  fifty  guineas,  in  minutely  ex* 
amining  the  relics  of  this  first  of  wonders ;  began  to 
form  my  plan  of  operations,  and  wrote  my  sentiments 
to  an  eminent  printer  in  London,  for  whom  I  have  a 
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singular  regard*  ;  but  receiving  no  answer,  I  gave  np 

the  design,  and  as  I  thought  for  ever;  destroyed  my 

remarks,  closed  with  regret  all  nry  books  of  intdli-* 

gence,  and  never  durst  open  them,<  lest  it  shoald 

revive  a  strong  inclination  Which  I  could  not  gratify. 

About  four  years  elapsed,  when  my  family  agreed 

with  a  gentleman  and  his  lady  to  visit  the  Lakes. 

They  enlisted  me  of  the  party,  in  which  they  found 

S)o  difficulty,  because    the   temptation   lay  in    the 

'  neighbourhood  of  the  wondpr  which  had  long  en« 

gaged  my  ideas.     I  have  given  a  short  sketch  of  my 

approach  to  this  famous  bulwark  ;  have  described  it 

as  it  appears  in  the  present  day,  dnd  stated  my  return* 

Perhaps  I  am  the  first  man  that  ever  travelled  the 

whole  length  of  the  Wall,  and  probably  the  last  that 

fcver  will  attempt  it.    Who  then  will  say,  he  bas^  like 

me,  travelled  it  twice !  Old  people  are  much  inclined 

to  accuse  youth  of  their  follies ;  but  on  this  head 

silence  will  become   me,  lest  I  should  be   asked, 

f  What  can  exceed  the  folly  of  that  man,  who,  at 

seventy-eight,  walked  six   hundred  miles  tp  see  a 

shattered  Wall!'* 

The  following  is  Mr.  Hutton*s  account  of  the 
manner  of  his  journey; 

"  Thirteen  months  elapsed  after  we  had  resolved 
upon  our  journey,  when  our  fi-icnds  declined  the  ad- 
venture ;  but  we,  having  fed  upon  tbe  imaginary  bat 
delightful  repast,  could  not  rclinqtiish  it.  I  procured 
for  myself  the  exclusive  privilege  of  walkhigj  which 

*  Mr.  John  Nichols. 
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<^r2tH  the  modes  of  travelling  I  prefer.  My  daughter 
Tode  behind  her  servant;  and  we  agreed  not  to  im- 
f)ede  each  other  on  the  way,  but  meet  at  certain  inns, 
lor  refresh  ment  and  rest.  I  was  dressed  ih  black,  a 
kind  of  religious  travelling-warrant,  but  divested  of 
assuming  airs,  and  had  a  budget  of  the  same  colour 
and  materials,  much  like  a  dragoon's  eartouch^box, 
or  postman's  letter-pouch,  in  which  were  deposited 
the  maps  of  Cumberland,  Northumberland,  and  the 
Wall,  with  its  appendages ;  aH  three  taken  out  of 
dough's  edition  ^f  the  Britatmia ;  also  Warhnrton's 
map  of  the  Wall,  with  my  own  remarks,  &c.  To 
this  little  podcet  I  fastened  with  a  strap  an  umbrella 
4n  a  green  case,  for  1  was  not  likely  to  have  a  six 
week's  tour  without  wet,  and  slung  it  over  that  shoul* 
;der  which  was  the  least  tired.  And  qow,  July  i4tb^ 
1<801,  we  began  our  march;. 

'^  By  easy  marches  I  arrived  at  Birmingham  August 
71ii,  1801,  after  a  loss  by  perspiration  of  one  stone  of 
animal  weight  ;*  an  expenditure  of  forty  guineas,  a 
lapse  of  thirty-five  days,  and  a  walk  of  6ix  hundred 
and  one  mile^  As  so  long  and  solitary  a  journey  on 
foot  was  never,  perhaps,  wantonly  performed  by  a 
man  of  seventy-eight;,  it  excited  the  curiosjty  gf  the 

*  We  cannot  inform  our  readers  whether  ^^r.  Hutton  adopted 
Sanctorius's  famous  experiinent  or  not ;  but  the  above  is  sufficient 
to  shew  that  he  is  not  to  be  reckoned  among  rhe  ordinary  ptde^^ 
irians  of  the  present  day,  who  just  set  out  to  travd  over  particular 
^strictSy  and  then  return  to  sit  down  in  lbej,r  studies  to  give  ^a 
4U<count  of  their  travels. 
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towp  (of  BirmiDgham)  which  caused  me  frequently 
to  be  stopped  in  the  street  to  ascertain  the  fact/* 

Besides  the  works  which  have  been  noticed  in  this 
sketch,  Mr.  Hutton  has  published  *^  the  History  of 
Derby,  8vo."  bearing  the  same  characteristics  of  in* 
dustry,  ingenuity,  and  humour,  as  that  of  Birming* 
liam.  There  are  also  many  fugitire  pieces  from  his 
pen,  both  in  prose  and  verse,  scattered  in  various  p&« 
nodical  publications,  but  particularly  in  the  Gentle- 
man's Magaaine*  Some  of  his  poetical  productions 
are  neat,  easy,  and  pleasing.  He  liad  a  considerable 
collection  of  these,  which,  with  other  manuscripts^ 
were  entirely  destroyed  by  the  rioters  in  1791* 

Mr«  Hutton  is  a  very  cheerful  companion;  be 
still  possesses  an  excellent  stJte  of  health ;  and  re- 
tains in  full  vigour  his  mental  faculties,  a  pleasing' 
cons('quence  no  doubt,  of  that  activity  and  tem«< 
perance  which  have  ever  marked  his  conduct, 

*    B.a 

'  DR.  WILLIAM  THOMSON. 

WILLIAM  THOMSON  was  born  in  1746,  at* 
Bnrnside,  in  the  parish  of  Forte voit,  Strathern,  in 
Prrlhshire.  His  father,  Matthew  Thomson,  was  a 
carpenter  and  house-builder,  and  held  a  small  farm 
of  the  Earl  of  Kinnoul,  whose  seat,  Duplin,  is  in  the 
adjoining  parish.  His  mother  was  daughter  of  Mr. 
Miller,  schoolmaster  at  Airntully,  near  Dunkeld. 
From  his  mother  William  received  the  first  rudiments 
of  education,  literary  and  religious,  )n  English  read* 
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ingand  the  catechism;  after  which  be  was  sent  to 
Forteviot  school,  to  complete  bis  kjiowledge  of  £og- 
lisb  reading,  and  to  learii  writing  and  arithmetic.  Mr. 
Young)  his  schoolmaster,  soon  discovered  that  bis  ge- 
nius was  fitted  for  much  higher  attainments,  and 
advised  his  parents  to  suffer  him  to  be  instructed  in 
the  Latin  tongue*  They,  though  their  circunistanceB 
were  confined,  and  he  was  one  of  thirteen  children, 
complied.  Mr.  Young  being  afterwards  translated 
to  Inchture,  in  the  Carse  of  Gowrie,  pressed  'Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Thomson  to  continue  William  under  bis 
care.  In  this  application  he  was  seconded  by  Mr. 
Jtandall,  the  clergyman  of  Inchture,  who  bad  a  son 
about  William's  age,  to  whom  he  wished  to  have  a 
companion  that  might  assist  and  stimulate  him  in  bb 
atodies.  Matthew  had  only  one  objection  to  the 
proposal,  the  ways  and  means.  These,  however,  were 
supplied  through  the  assistance  of  Matthew's  fiitber, 
a  respectable  farmer,  who  joined  with  his  son  in  Con- 
tributing to  the  education  of  his  promising  grandson. 
William  very  early  shewed  that  his  genius  did  not 
consist  merely  in  an  aptness  to  learn.  Even  when  a 
boy,  he  was  a  penetrating  and  sagacious  observer  of 
men.  He  very  readily  discovered  the  character  of 
his  reverend  friend  Mr.  Randall,  which  was  both 
strongly  marked  and  peculiar.  The  Rev.  Thomas 
Randall  was  a  man  of  considerable  talents  and  learn- 
ing, especially  in  theology;  with  a  dash  of  religious* 
uess  which  at  first  sight  appeared  the  genuine  enthu- 
siasm of  lively  fancy  and  ardent  passion ;  but  was  not 
wholly  unmixed  with  policy.     At  this  time  most  of 

the 
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the   great  towns  in   Scotland  were  enamoured  of 
preachers  who  gave  them  what  they  called  the  real 
^trit  of  the  gospel,  and  inculcated  faith  and  grace 
instead  of  moral  virtue.     As  the  livings  in  towns 
were  more  lucrative  than  in  the  country,  the  assump- 
tion of  this  evangelical  garb  often  prompted  the  am« 
bition  of  aspiring  politicians  in  the  church,  as  the 
appearance  of  loyalty,  and  what  they  call  zeal  for  the 
constituticMi,  often  exalts  aspiring  poiiticians  in  the 
^tate.    Mr.  Randall  assisted  in  the  tuition  of  his  soa 
znd  young  Thomson.     He  was  at  incredible  pains 
to  inspire  the  youths  with  a  horror  against  popery. 
Thomson  mentions  the  following  as  one  of  the  modes 
by  which  he  endeavoured  to  imprint  on  their  juvenile 
Hiinds  a  pcoper  abhorrence  of  Antichrist.    He  would 
shew  them  a  map  of  Europe,   with  certain    parts 
marked  with  red  lines.     Thi^se  lines  dqscribed  the 
progress  of  the  Holy  Ghost  in  xjon verting  sinners^ 
snd  making  the  simple  wise.     Exhibitiag  to  the 
boys  Scotland,  with  which  they  were  best  acquaia.tedy 
be  traced  the  course  of  the  Holy  Spirit  through  the 
soothcrn  and  western  jcounties,  wherein  the  line  had 
no  interruption,  that  is,  where  enthusiasm  had  per^ 
vatlcd  the  whole  country.     There  were  small  specks 
or  dots  of  red  in  eastern  and  nortli^rn  parts,  where 
the  Spirit  had  occasionally  reached  and  established 
detached  outposts,  though  at  a  great  distance  from 
the  head-ifuarters!     The  red  line  was  not  to  be  seen 
in  Strathmore,  the  Slormont,  or  Athol,^  these  being 
the  scenes  of  sound  and  rational  religion  without 
piiritauicijj  fanalici^px.     An  ij:ctraprdinary  portion  of 
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oker  was  placed  upon  Stirling,  an  excellent  benefice, 
afterwards  held  by  this  spiritual  geographer  himself. 
The  contemplation  of  such  a  mixture  of  absurdity 
with  religious  profession  tended  to  give  the  youthful 
mind  of  William  rather  a  wrong  notion  on  the  sub- 
ject of  religion  in  general,  before  his  judgment  was 
sufficiently  matured  to  distinguish  between  genuine 
piety  and  the  freaks  or  fancies  of  its  professors.     The 
same  character  made  a  very  different  impression  on 
William  Thomson,  a  boy  of  ^extremely  strong  parts 
and  strong  passions,  and  on  his  companion,  Thomas 
Randall  the  younger,  a  boy  of  very  moderate  abili- 
ties, mild  and  plastic.    The  former,  bold  and  original, 
thought  for  himself,  imbibed  no  portion  of  his  ghost- 
ly (]> recto  *s  spiritual  sentiments,  and  perhaps  rather 
verjred  to  the  opposite  extreme.     The  latter,  a  mere 
creature  of  example  and  authority,  became  the  very 
saint  that  his  father  wished  to  form.     After  William 
had  been  near  three  years  at  Inchture,  his  school- 
ni:ister  Mr.  Young  dying,  he  was  sent  to  the  gram- 
mar-school at  Perth,  and  his  comrade  to  Hadding- 
ton.    The  worthy  clergyman,  who  easily  discerned 
the  uncommon  abilities  of  William,  and  who  had  not 
found  out  that  be  was  somewhat  wanting  in  spiritual 
grace,  desired  earnestly  to  preserve  the  intimacy  be- 
tween him  and  bis  son,  and  exhorted  the  boys  to 
maintain  an  epistolary  correspondence;  but  the  to- 
tally ditferent  ca^ts  of  their  nespisctive  characters  ren- 
dered tht^  wish  unavailing. 

Arrived  at  Perth,  William  very  soon  attracted  the 
notice  of  Mr.  Cornfute,  master  of  the  school^  emi- 
nent 
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nent  for  preceptorial  ability  and  success.  This  gen- 
tleman was  particularly  remarkable  for  bis  thorough 
comprehension  of  a  pupiPs  powers  and  dispositions* 
He  predicted  that  William  would  possess,  and  if  op- 
portunity admitted  and  incited  exertion,  display  abi- 
lities equal  to  the  most  illustrious*  scholar  of  his 
predecessor. 

Haying  made  great  proficiency  in  the  classics^ 
William  at  fifteen  years  of  age  was  sent  to  St.  An- 
drew's university.  The  class  in  which  he  was  placed 
contained  a  greater  number  than  usual  of  very  good 
scholars*  Among  these,  several  gentlemen  have 
^nce  attained  distinction  in  their  respective  profes* 
sious  and  departments.  These  were  George  Hill^ 
now  principal  of  St.  Andrew's,  successor  of  Robertson, 
as  the  leader  of  the  General  Assembly,  and  a  cele«^ 
brated  preacher;  Dr.  Moncrief,  now  rising  so  high 
in  medical  reputation  at  Bristol ;  Mr.  Neil  Fergus* 
son,  who  having  attained  great  professional  and  ge» 
neral  respectability  as  an  advocate,  and  thereby  ao 
office  of  extensive  and  important  trust,  is  expected 
speedily  to  exchange  the  black  for  the  red  robes ; 
Mr.  John  Playfair,  now  professor  of  mathematics  at 
Edinburgh,  and  one  of  the  most  profound  philoso- 
phical scholars  of  the  age  ;^  and  the  Hon.  Thomas 
Erskine,  who,  though  not  more  than  twelve  years 

*  William  Murray ,  afterwards  Earl  of  Mansfield,  received  hit 
first  literary  instructions  from  Mr.  Martin  of  Pertb,  the  Busby  of 
Scotla'nd^< 

t  See  Public  Characters  for  1799-18009  in  the  life  of  Fergui- 
son;  and  for  1S00-1801,  in  the  life  of  Dugald  Stewart. 
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old,  began  the  study  of  mathematics  in  the  same 
class.    William  at  St.  Andrew's  established  a  very 
high  character  as  a  classical  scholar,  and  a  still  higher 
as  a  profound  metaphysician.    By  the  time  he  had 
been  two  years  at  St.  Andrew's,  the  professors  consi- 
dered him  as  a  young  man  of  extraordinary  genius 
and  acquirements.    The  Earl  of  Kinnoul,  a  noble- 
man of  a  very  respectable  moral  character,  was,  with 
moderate  capadty,  well  skilled  m  the  ancient  lan- 
guages, and  in  several  other  branches  possessed  con- 
siderable knowledge;  sought  the  acquaintance  of 
literary  men,  and  was  in  the  vacations  often  visited 
by  the  professors  of  St.  Andrew's  university.    In  the 
enmmer  of  1 763,  some  of  these  gentlemen  mentioned 
to  his  Lordship  William  Thomson,  the  son  of  one  of 
bis  tenants,  as  a  youth  of  great  promise,  otid  highly 
deserving  of  bis  noble  and  liberal  patronage.    The 
Ear!  took  an  early  opportunity  of  sending  for  Thom- 
son, examined  him  himself  in  Horace,  Juvenal,  and 
CScero,  prescribed  themes  for  essays,  was  not  only 
aatisfied  but  highly  delighted  with  the  knowledge 
and  genius  <f(  a  boy  bom  on  his  own  estate,  and  not 
yet  seventeen  years  of  age;  and  resolved  thencefor- 
ward to  take  charge  of  the  young  man  himself.     He 
received  him  into  the  family,  and  entrusted  him  with 
the  care  of  the  library ;  consisting  of  a  very  large 
collection  of  books,  including  the  best  writings  in 
ancient  and  modem  languages.    Thre  appomtment 
proved  very  beneficial  to  William's  mind.    Besides 
his  own  desire  of  knowledge,  he  was  farther  stimu- 
lated by  the  wish  of  pleasing  his  patron.    The  Earl 

was 
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was  generally  at  his  country-seat,  was  a  great  readek^ 
himself,  and  his  sitting-room  was  so  disposed  that  ho 
bad  the  library  under*  his  eye,  and  could  see  how 
William  was  employed.     Meanwhile,  William  went 
through  the  philosophy  course  at  college  with  great 
and  increasing  reputation.    His  patron,  a  pious  man, 
was  much  attached  to  the  clergy,  and  held  the  sacred 
profession  in  very  high  estimation ;  he  had  also  se^ 
veral  livings  in  his  own  gift^  and  for  these^reasons  he 
destined  William  for  holy  orders.     His  Lordships  - 
indeed,  totally  mistook  the  young  man's  character^ 
Thomson  was  by  nature  and  study  best  adapted  for 
a  situation  in  which  advancement  would  follow  abi- 
lity»    Had  his  patron  educated  him  for  the  Scottish 
bar,  he  might,  and  most  probably  would,  have  been 
at  its  head ;  and  would  have  not  only,  by  his  quick- 
ness^ acuteness,  and  strength  of  understanding,  toge« 
ther  with  the  most  retentive  memory,  comprehended 
all  the  varieties  of  law  and  decision,  and  perceived 
their  bearings  in  any  given  case,  but  through  the 
details  of  statute,  decree,  and  custom  would  have 
risen  to  the  philosophy  of  jurisprudence.     Had  abi-> 
lities  as  certainly  tended  to  aggrandize  their  possessor 
in  the  church  of  Scotland  as  in  the  law,  his  dispo»- 
tions  and  habits  were  by  no  means  so  fitted  for  the 
one  as  the  other.     Of  an  open  and  social  turn,  Wil- 
liam was  much  inclined  to  convivial  parties.    Excel- 
ling in  wit  and  humour  as  well  as  in  deep  philosophy, 
his  company  was  in  great  request  among  bis  fdlow 
students,  and  other  gentlemen  with  whom  he  hap* 
pened  to  become  acquainted.    Ardent  in  all  his  pas» 
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6ioris,  he  was  fully  sensible  of  the  powers  of  female 
charms ;  and,-lhougb  not  more  addicted  to  gallantry 
than  most  other  young  men  of  twenty,  he  was  not  so 
complete  an  ascetic  as  the  strictness  of  the  Scottish 
church    required.     His   patron,    however,   knowing 
nothing  of  this  part  of  William's  character,  stimu- 
lated him  to  close  application  in  theological  studies. 
He  recommended  Thomson  to  his  brother,*  Dr. 
DrumnKJnd,  Archbishop  of  York,  who  once  every 
two  years  spent  a  nfiouth  at  Duplin*     The  Earl  did 
not  intend  the  young  man  to  be  brought  up  for  Eng- 
lish orders,  he  merely  wished  the  advice  of  so  able  a 
divine  (as  he  presumed  an  archbishop  must  be)  con- 
cerning the  books  most  proper  to  be  read  to  consum- 
mate William's  knowledge    of   theology.      Bein|^ 
chancellor  of  the  university  of  St.  Andrew*s,  and 
having  great  influence  in  the  disposal  of  professor- 
ships, the  Earl  destined  William  to  fill  one  of  the 
chairs,  but  more  particularly  that  of  divinity.     His 
chief  object  therefore  \yas,  to  render  him  a  sound 
and  able  theologian ;  and  though  controversial  divi- 
liity  makes  but  a  small  part  of  Thomson's  literary 
acquirements,  yet  he  collected  and  still  retains  stores 
of  that  kind  of  learninjg  far  surpassing  most  profcs- 
9ors.     Having  left  the  philosophy  college,  he  pro- 
ceeded to  the  divinity  college  at  St.  Andrew's,  which 
he  attended  for  six  years.    At  the  university,  Wil- 
liam's superiority  appeared  most  conspicuous  in  ex- 
ercises that  required  original  thinking,  powerful  rea- 

*  Fatker  to  the  present  Earl  of  KInnouI. 
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floning,  and  inventive  genius.  In  learning  prescribed 
lessons,  be  was  sometimes  surpassed  and  often  eqoal« 
led  by  plodding  industry  unassisted  by  any  extraordi- 
oary  capacity.  Of  those,  Thomson  to  this  day  gives 
the  following  description,  very  extensively  applicable 
to  many  adventurers  in  literature.    ^*  There  were  (b« 

says) •■  and  — — —  who  were  always 

sU-aining  hard  to  be  men  of  genius :  these  had  great 
emulation  without  pnDportionable  capacity*  Tbcy 
acquired  the  ideas  of  others  without  digesting  or 
arranging  them,  much  less  inventing  themselves. 
These  passed  with  many,  and  still  pass,  as  men  not 
only  of  great  erudition,  but  superior  ability.*'  At 
this  time  composition  was  very  generally  cultivated 
in  the  Scottish  university,  and  though  the  exccllcwe 
attained  in  it  added  such  charms  to  philosophy  and 
wisdom,  it  considerably  facilitated  imposfture.  Splen- 
did diction  and  harmonious  periods  concealed  fri- 
volous observations,  feeble  and  fptile  reasoning. 
Preachers  acquired  fame  by  melodious  inanity.  In 
the  divinity  college,  the  man  of  the  highest  philoso- 
phical powers,  of  William's  comrades,  was  Mr.  John 
Playfair;  and  next  to  him  Mr.  John  Robertson,  now 
minister  in  an  obscure  parish  called  Little  Dunkeld^ 
but  fit  for  succeeding  the  illustrious  Reid  as  professor 
of  pneumatology  and  ethics.  There  were,  however, 
some  others  who  gained  wore  prizes,*  and  got  more 
temporary  praise,  than  either  Robertson,  or  Play&ir^ 
or  Thomson. 


*  Diyden  and  Burkc  acquired  fewer  academical  honoms 
nany  common  men«    Sec  their  reapectiye  li^es.  -     ^  .  ' 
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All  the  younger  students  looked  up  to  Thomson 
as  by  &r  tbe  first  scholar  and  ablest  man  of  the  uni- 
versity; an  opinion  which  those  who  have  knpwn 
him  since  have  carried  to  a  much  greater  extent. 
Lord  Kinnoul  having  procured  for  his  frotegS  one  of 
the  exhibitions  called  King's  Bursaries,  and  being  alsQ 
liberal  himself,  William  was,  comparatively  with 
otber  St..  Andrew's  students  of  theology,  rather  in 
tolerable  circumstances.  Having  been  ten  sessions 
at  St.  Andrew's,  he,  with  the  consent  of  his  Lord* 
ship,  went  to  the  university  of  Edinburgh  for  two 
years  more.  There  he  enlarged  the  circle  of  literary 
acquaintance.  Being  introduced  by  his  patron  to  the 
respectable  Blair  and,  the  illustrious  Robertson^  he 
was  treated  with  great  attention  by  these  gentlemen, 
who  readily  discerned  in  William  genius  and  eru- 
dition that  might  make  him  an  ornament  to  that 
order  which  derived  so  much  lustre  from  themselves. 
Here  he  first  formed  with  Mr.  Dugald  Stewart  that 
intimacy  which^  as  we  have  elsewhere  remarked,  hat 
continued  through  their  lives.*  In  Edinburgh,  Thorn* 
son  was  highly  admired  in  the  literary  clubs,  espe- 
cially for  the  depth  of  his  metaphysical  philosophy; 
for  his  moral  and  political  science;  for  the  force  of 
his  direct  reasoning,  and  the  ingenuity  of  his  analo* 
gies.  He  also  possessed  very  extensive  and  multifa- 
rious detail,  which,  when  requisite,  he  most  readily  ' 
and  happily  classed  and  applied,  from  the  original 
compass  and  generalizing  habits  of  bis  powerful  un« 
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derstanding*    His  l^nowledge  of  mankind,  of  Uv?ng 
manners^  and  of  tlie  actual  state  of  British  society, 
was  very  muJch  increased  by  his  situation  ai  his  pa- 
tron's.   Great  numbers  of  intelligent  men,  of  various 
professions  and  pursuits^  resorted  in  summer  from 
different  quarters  to  the  hospitable  mansion  of  Dup- 
lin.   These  with  much  pleasure  sought  the  cohversa- 
tion  of  Thomson,  from  which  they  received  enter- 
tainment  or  inforipatibn.    With  strangers  his  Lord* 
ship  frequently  sent  Thomson  on  tours  to  view  the 
country, the  compartments^ striking  features^  andpby- 
sical  and  moral  character,  of  which  he  very  thoroughly 
understood^  and  could  very  ably  exhibit.  In  recount- 
ing the  particulars  of  some  of  these  tours,  be  oiften 
mentions  a  circumstance  that  illustrates  the  diversity 
of  commercial  ideas^ .  or  rather  terms,  in  different 
parts  of  the  kingdom.    Accompanying  a  great  Lon- 
don merchant  on  a  tour  to  Taymouth,  the  picturesque 
apd  grand  abode  of  the  Earl  of  BreadalbanCj  so  much 
a^lmired  by  visitcm  ^  the  Highlands,  they,  at  a  vil- 
lage called  Logieraite,  met  with  two  persons  who 
assisted  the  servants  in  fording  the  horses.    The 
London  gentleman  conversing  with  these  peasants, 
asked  what  their  professions  were  ?    Tbey  both  im- 
mediately  answered,  Merchants^  and  that  they  were 
going  to  a  neighbouring  fair  with  their  packs.    The 
stranger  was  much  amused  with  the  idea  of  such 
merchants.    William,  however,  observed,  that  that 
was  an  early  stage  of  mercantile  progress  in  the  ge- 
neral course  of  commerce. 
Thomson,  being  now  licensed  to  be  a  preacher,  the 
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first  degree  o£  Scotch  orders^  hi&  patron  was  desifoua 
that  be  should  become  assistant  to  the  clergyman  of 
the  pafish  in  which  Duplin  wasi  situated,  with  thd 
reversion  of  the  living,  then  held  by  an  old  gentle^ 
man:  named  Ranken  ;  and  proposed  to  allow  a  liberal 
salary  out  of  his  own  pocket,  soi  that  the  ministei* 
might  be  relieved  from  duty  without  a  diminution  of 
income.  This  intention  was  intimated  to  Mr.  Ran-* 
ken,  who  received  it  with  displeasure,  and,  like  the 
archbishop  of  Grenada,  seemed  very  indignant' that 
any  person  should  presume  to  discover  that  he  was 
becoming  old.  Tbe£arl^  disappointed  in  this  project^ 
and  seeing  no  prospect  of  a  speedy  vacancy  in  his 
own  immediate  neighbourhood,  recommended  hia 
pupil  to  his  friend  tbe  Earl  of  Hopetoun,  patron  of 
many  livings  much  nearer  Edinburgh,  the  chief  seat 
of  Scotch  literature.  Lord  Hopetoun  promised 
Tliomson  the  first  vacancy  in  his  gift,  if  he  should 
not  then  have  a  more  advantageous  benefice.  Mean<^ 
while  Thomson  continued  to  preach  for  clergy  in  the 
neighbourhood,  according  to  tbe  custom  of  Scotch 
licentiates,  and  also  continued- to  superintend  the 
Duplin  library^  In  this  repository  he  one  day  found 
a  work,  that  to  an  antiquarian  might  have  appeared 
a  literary  di30overy.  This  was  a  Latin  treatise,  pur- 
pofted  to  be  a  letter  of  Archimedes  to  the  King  of 
Syracuse,  in  which  the  renowned  mathematician, 
roaster  of  the  laws  of  reasoning,  uses  against  the 
credibility  of  miracles,  precisely  the  same  argument 
which  is  employed  by  Hume.  Archimedes  cannot 
believe  the  fables  of  the  poets,  and  the  prodigies  re- 
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deratandiog.  Ms  knawledgc  of  gjf  /  jtperience  ,f 
manners,  and  of  the  actual  *taW/  ^^  ^^^  j^ 
was  very  miich  increased  bjrjr;^  -  ^g  he  knows  of 
tron's.  Great  numbers  of  irj^^  uniformly  in  op- 
professions  and  pursiu^,  yV  ^^ea,  and  dcviaUons 
different  quarters  to  th? /.^  /  ^f  nature.  Thomson 
lin.  These  with  mu^/,^  ^  y^^^  co^g  from  the 
tjon  of  Thomson, ;/'  ^  pitcaim.  On  informing 
tainment  or  inf^*  ^  jok  whicb  he  had  been  perusing, 
ship  frequehtl'  ,^  he  presumed  it  had  been  pven  to 
country,  the  ^^Q  author,  with  whom  the  late  Earl  bad 
fiical  and '  y^^quaintcd ;  and  desired  William  to  trans- 
unders^^^^^  English,  which  task  he  performed  to  the 
^PS  *  /.  satisfaction  of  Lord  Kinnoul  and  his  literary 
/^.  Lord  Kinnoul  had  supposed  with  many 
j0fSy  that  Hume  denied  the  truth  and  the  possibi- 
lity q(  miracles;  Thomson  proved  to  him,  that 
/}ume*s  real  doctrine  is  not,  that  miracles  are  im* 
possible,  but  improbable;  that  we  have  no  proper 
evidence  of  miracles,  but  the  evidence  of  experience 
that  they  never  existed.  That  this  was  the  doctrine 
of  Hume,  though  erroneous,  his  patron  was  perfectly 
convinced,  by  passages  referred  to  by  Thomson. 

Whatever  influence  or  power  William  Thomson 
cauld  establish,  either  with  a-  great  man,  any  set  of 
men,  or  society  in  general,  be  could  attain  only  by 
indirect  means.  If  he  had  been  in  public  life,  he 
might  have  commanded  high  situation,  by  the  extent 
of  his  capacity^  the  masculine  force  of  ratiocinative 
eloquence,  or  by  parliamentary  ability.  He  would  not 
have  stolen  favour  by  artifice  and  finesse.    Without 
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^  tedious  research,  a  reader  of  political  history 

^  s  admit  that  it  is  possible  for  such  a  charac- 

Wanted  by  a  less  capable,  but  more  crafty 
^  "ch  are  to  be  seen  in  the  houses  of 

%^      -.  ^8  Weil  as  in  the  palaces  of  kings; 

^L  -»ility  of  Thomson  inspired  envy 

9^  ^  contemporaries,  and  into  those  who 

iavour  of  Lord  Kinnoul,  jealousy.  Ai 
aid  not  raise  themselves  to  any  thing  near  an 
adlity  with  Thomson,  they  tried  to  debase  him  to 
a  levisl  with  themselves.  One  divine  in  particular 
bad  an  eye  to  the  most  lucrative  benefices  probably 
about  to  become  vacant,  for  himself  and  a  companioa 
of  bis  theological  studies,  with  whom  he  was  very 
nearly  xx>nnected.  To  facilitate  this  scheme  it  wad 
necessary  to  remove  Thomson  out  of  the  way.  About 
such  a  house  as  Doplin  toadeaters  were  not  wanting; 
One  of  these,  a  female,  into  whom  celibacy  infiiscd 
additional  asperity,  and  hardened  rigid  orthodoxy,  was 
much  delighted  with  the  clergymen  in  question,  be- 
cause, though  not  very  deep,  they  were  evangelical 
preachers.  Through  thistoadeater  these  divines  sug* 
gcsted  to  Lord  Kinnoul,  that  an  opportunity  opened 
for  procuring  the  reversion  of  a  good  living  to  their 
much-respccted  friend,  Mr.  Thomson  :  that  old  Mr. 
Porteus  of  Monivaird  would  be  extremely  thankful 
for  such  an  assistant  ordained  as  his  successor.  For* 
tens,  who  had  been  predisposed  by  them  for  this 
arrangement,  coincided;  and  his  Lordship  agreed* 
Thomson,  though  he  discerned  the  inflqence  and 
PDOtivcs  of  the  secret  advisers^  and  was  himself  aversa 
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to  -my  appointn^nt  that  would  cause  hift  Absence 
from  Dublin  at  a  tiRne  when/  bis  f>fe8ence  was  neces* 
qary  "to  counteraA  hostile  machinations,  yet  would 
lK>t  refuse  an  offer  intended^  he  weii  knew,  by  big 
patron,  for  biB  benefit.  The  Earl  {Promised  that  his 
newciniployitiont  should  not  impede  bis  exertidns  in 
llis  favour.  He  allowed  Thomson  fifty  poands  a- 
ytar  put  of  bis  private  .  purse,  during  thii  h£6  of  Mr. 
Forteus,  aud  obtained  twenty  (xninds  fesoi^  from  the 
landholders.  Thomson  ^as  accordingly  ordained. 
i(^h^  presbytery  of  Auchterarder^  to  which  the  parish 
of  Monivaird  belonged,  was  remarkable  for  religious 
gloom  and  fanatical  austerity.*  If  a  minister  woold 
be  popular  bere>  it  was  necess^^y  for  him  to  be  rigidly 
^evjsre  in  his  manners,  as  well  ad  rigorously  adherent 
to  all  the  horrors  of  puritanical  orthodoxy.  Thom- 
son was  neither  the  one  nor  the  otbc^.  He  associated 
more  with  the  lairds,  who  are  generally  free  and  jo- 
vial, than  with  the  ministers  atid  elders ;  he  amused 
bimself  with  hunting  and  fishing ;  nay,  he  bad  even 
the  ungodliness  to  play  on  the  violin.  Indeed,  in  the 
presbytery,  he  acquired  the  character  of  a  hn  vruarU 
find  pleasant  companiQU,  rather  than  that  of  a  godly 
minister.  Hjs  sermons  cost  him  little  trouble.  By 
meditating  a  few  minutes  on  the  Sunday-morning,  be 
frsfS'^ble  to  deliver  a  discourse  replete  with  sense  and 
elocjuencc,  while  some  of  his  brethren  were  at  hard  la- 
bour through  the  whole  week,  to  strain  out  a  sufficient 
gy^ntity  of  mystical  nonsense.     This  difference  of 

character 
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character  and  talents  made  Thomson  very  unpopu- 
lar with  some  of  his  brethren.  .Though,  on.  the 
whole,  he  was  much  liked  even  in  the  presbytery  of 
Aucbterarder.  In  his  own  parish  he  was  extremely 
beloved,  not  only  by  the  gay  Kfighlanders,  but  even 
by  the  grave  and  somewhat  melancholy  libwlanders,* 
Bein^  ordained  in  1776,  the  following,  year  he  a(> 
quired  very  great  fame,  by  a  speech  which  he  deli- 
vered in  the  General  Assenibly,  and  on  the  followins^ 
occasion  : — A  person  of  the  name  of  Lawson,  wl)ose 
father  was  obnoxious  to  some  of  the  orthodox  clergy^ 
l)ad  applied  for  a  licentiate's  orders.  *  Against  the 
young  man*s  character  and  quali6catipns  there  could 
be  no  objection.  Some  of  the  ministers,  however^ 
opposed  him  on  account  of  an  extreme  uncouthnes^ 

■^  IT  f  j     .  »  .       . 

in  b,is  manners  and  great  ignorance  of  the  world,  and 
particularly  of  every  thing  approaching  to  genteel 
yfe ;  although,  his  family  possessed  no  inconsiderable 
estate  in  the  parish  of  Aucbterarder.  The  real  truth 
was,  that  Campbell,  the  minister  of  Aucbterarder,  en- 
tertdned  a  grudge  at  Mr.  Lawson*s  father,  for  hav- 
ing opposed  his  ^ppointnient  to  the  kirk  of  Auchter* 

arden     Thomson,  who  was  chosen,  in  1777    one 

it 

pf  the  deputies  or  representatives  of  the  presbytery 
in  the  Greneral  Assenibly,  to  which  Mr.  Lawson  had 
appealed,  supported  the  appeal  that  had  been  made 
by  Mn  Lawson,  on  the  ground  that  students  of  di« 
yinity  have  claims  to  ordination^  having  gone  through 


*  l*he  parish  of  Monivaird,  on  the  fjootier  of  the  Grampians, 
descaid9  into  the  valley  of  Strathen^    , 
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the  prescribed  course  of  study,  if  nothing  can  be 
urged  against  their  literary  attainments,  or  their  mor 
ral  character,  although  tbey  should  be  deficient  in 
ivhat  the  French  call  peiites  tnot^ers,  or  manners: 
"  The  churches  of  the  Reformation  (said  Mn  Thom- 
son, after  a  good  deal  of  serious  reasoning),  in  gene- 
ral, but  that  of  Scotland  in  particular,  have  been 
much  indebted  to  rustic  apostles ;  and  in  the  pres- 
bytery of  Auchterarder,  in  particular,  this  excessive 
studiousness  of  fashion  and  politeness  is  but  ia  no- 
velty. Such  an  apostle  appeared  near  two  thousand 
years  ago  on  the  banks  of  the  Jordan,  preaching,  re- 
pentance, and  announcing  the  approaching  refgn  of 
grace  and  the  remission  of  sins.  The  world  confes- 
sed his  right  to  preach  a  doctrine  he  so  well  practised, 
and  4he  united  effect  of  precept  and  example  was 
prodigious.  But  had  this  preacher,  in  the  spirit  of 
of  Elias,  come,  or  should  he  yet  appear  on  the  banks 
of  the  Ern,  and  seek  the  communion  of  our  go6d 
presbytery,  begirt,  as  he  was,  with  a  leathern  belt, 
clothed  in  the  skin  of  a  camel,  and  chewing  the 
while  his  locusts  and  sudiing  his  wild  honey  :  '  Pray, 
Sir,  who  is  yopr  barber  ?  We  should  be  ashamed  to 
be  seen  with  you  on  the  town-lime*  of  Auchterar- 
der.** .  At  these  words  the  whole  assembly  was 
moved  with  laughter,  and  his  Grace  the  Commis- 
sioner  himself  (who,  in  the  Assembly,  represents  the 
person  of  the  King),  the  Earl  of  Dalhousie,  relaxing 
his  gravity,  laughed  heartily.    At  his  table,  a  few 
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days  thereafter,  he  took  much  notke  of  JMr«  Thom« 
son,  and  said,  ^^  We  are  all  indebted  to  you,  Mr, 
Thomson,  you  really  made  i^s  laugh  a  great  deal.** 
But  laughter  was  not  the  only  emotion  excited  by 
Mr.  Thomson :  he  was  equally  successful  in  rousing 
sympathy  with  Lawson,  and  indignation  against 
Campbell,  as  we  learn  from  the  Rev.  Mr.  Macauley, 
a  friend  of  Lawson's,  who  published  Mr.  Thomson*^ 
speech,  or  the  substance  of  it,  in  the  Caledonian 
'Mercury.  The  decision  in  Lawson*s  case  was  of 
great  importance  to  all  students  of  divinity,'  to  all 
who  might  entertain  prospects  of  settling  relations 
or  dependents  in  church-livings,  and  to  the  unity 
and  very  existence  of  the  church  of  Scotland,  as  Mr. 
Thpmson  shewed,  to  the  satisfaction  and  approba- 
tion of  the  Assembly.  And  though  there  was  on 
this  question  about  Lawson,  as  it  was  treated  by 
Thomson,  a  great  deal  of  the  ludicrous,  it  was  con- 
sidered by  Dr  Robertson  and  his  friends  as  a  very 
serious  question.  The  presbytery  of  Auchterarder, 
when  pushed  from  the  ground  of  rejection  they  had 
taken,  said^  that  they  bad  an  arbitrary  power  of  ic- 
ceiving  or  rejecting  a  candidate  for  being  received 
on  trial,  without  being  accountable  to  the  General 
Assembly,  or  any  other  court,  than  that  of  their  own 
conscieiice.  This  presbytery  was  distinguished  from 
all  the  presbyteries  in  Scotland  by  puritanical  rigour 
of  discipline,  though  not  by  any  means  of  purity  of 
manners ;  by  a  Pharisaical  pride,  and  a  spirit  of  re- 
fractlousness  against  the  authority  of  the  Church. 
They  were  not  satisfied  with  the  Confession  of  Faith. 
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por  yet  *eveh  we  Solemn  League  and  Covehanf^  bill 
•framied  k  creed,  known  for  half  a  century  by  the 
name  of  the  utuchterarder  Creed,  ti  was  disfin* 
guished  by  the  nTghest  pitch  to  which  Antinomian* 
^m  coiild  be  strained ;  by  the  position  that  very 
Tew  indeed  were  to  be  saved  though  many  were 
*catled ';  and  that  hell  fire  was  hpt  a  metaphor,  but 
that  the  Bodies  of  the  ungodly  would  be  re*unitea 
to  their  souls,  for  the  purpose  of  being  burned, 
ihough  not  consumed,  by  an  intense  elementary  firie, 
to  all  eternity.  This  presbytery  pretended,  in  a 
Word,  to  be  an  independent  church  by  itself,  and  in 
iall  cases,  being  best  acquainted  with  local  circum- 
stances, to  set  at  nought  the  decisions  of  the  Ass'eih* 
biy,  feven  those  for  the  induction  of  ministers  into 
church-livings  By  the  law  of  patronage,  and,  in  all 
cases,  to  do  what  they  themselves  conceived  to  be 
for  the  interest  of  the  kirk,  and  the  glory  of  Qod  and 
the  good  of  souls.  So  that  the  question  of  Lawson 
was  ultimately  connected  with  that  system  of  subor- 
dination, unity,  and  alliance  between  the  church  and 
(iVe  state,  foi'  which  Dr.  Robertson  bad  with  so  much 
honour  and  success  contended. 

t)uring  the  few  years  that  Mr.  Thomson  was  mi- 
riisteforMohivaird,  he  was  invited  by  Dr.  Robert- 
son to  correspond  with  him,  ^hich  he  did  with 
much  pleasure  to  himself,  and  as  much  amusement, 
as  we  hhve  been  well  informed,^  to  Dr.  Robertson, 
wno  always  spoke  of  Mr.  Thomson  with  great  kind- 
ness, and  an  apparent  anxiety  for  his  welfare.  The 
fclelebrity  acquired  by  Mr.  Thomson  at  the  General 
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Assembly  Was.  very  pleatemg  to  Tiis  patron,  the  Earl 
of  tCmftOul .    The  living  btiWters,  amocmting  to  \liree 
in  afll,  vlrhen  they  Went  to  thiplin,  wherfe  the  fcletgy 
of  all  pirts  were  always  welcome,  adtnWcc! 't!rat  Mr. 
ITibmson   possessed  Jgre^l  falents ;    and*  lamented 
that  he  should  not  put  thfem  to  a  better  iise.     They 
said  every  thing  against  Lawsoh,  whom  ^hcy  i*epre- 
sented  ias  devoid  of  cbhiTnon  Sense.  Tney 'ixaggefat- 
cd  Thomsoti^s  cohvivial  ind'dl^ences,  aiid  began  to 
make  an  impression  on  the  Eari.     Indeed,  bis  Lord- 
ship  might  have  !ong  'seen,'  that  WilKam  Thbmsori 
was   little  fitted   for  bein^  a  clergyman  where  so 
much  rigidness  was  inquired.     Thomson's  pleasure- 
Able  -propensities.  Which  he  was  supposed  not  alway* 
to  confine  within  the  bfauttds  which  ascetic  puritan- 
ism  prescribfes,  thbugh  rfb  instance  was  accurately 
ascertained,  yet  were  the  subjects  of  reports,  that, 
pervading  the  country,  reached  the  ear  of  his  patron, 
Thomson  deemed  it  expedient  to  resign  his  charge ; 
and  hot  chiising  to  seek  another  church  living  in  a 
less  censorious  place,  he  resolved  to  bid  adieu  t6 
Scotland,  and  to  tfy  his  fortune  in  London,  a  scene 
much  more  suitable  to  first-rate  genius  and  learning 
than  the  presbytery  of  Auchterarder.     Mr.  Thom- 
son's ndble  patron,  in  whose  breast  an  aflPcctionatc 
concfern  for  one,  whom,  from  his  seventeenth  year, 
he  had  brooght  up  and  educated  in  his  own  family, 
was  not  Wholly  cxtinguiShfcd  by  a  conduct,  certainly 
not  altogether  becoming  a  minister  of  the  gospel, 
gave  orders  to  Mr.  Henry  Fowler,  one  of  tHe  princi- 
pal clerks  of  the  Treasury,  and  who,  like  Thomson, 
2  had 
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had  been  broiigbt  up  in  bis  own  family,  to  pay  bim 
bis  yearly  allowance  as  usual,  until  he  should  feel  hi& 
way  in  London.  Mr.  Thomson  did  not  call  for  it 
more  than  two  or  three  years ;  whether  that,  in  so 
short  a  time  be  bad  wrought  himself  into  toIeraUy 
good  circumstances,  or  that  be  was  desirous,  from 
vanity  or  pride,  to  bave  it  tbougbt,  in  his  native 
country,  that  he  was  so^  The  circumstance  of  bis 
receiving  bis  pension  from  the  Earl  of  Kinnoul, 
through  a  clerk  of  the  Treasury^  gave  rise  to  a  very 
droll  incident.  As  he  came  out  of  the  treasury,  the 
very  first  time  be  went  to  draw  his  50l.,  be  was  met 
by  Professor  Dunbar  of  Aberdeen,  whose  great  ob- 
ject it  was,  by  political  writing,  to  make  himself  of 
consequence  to  Government.  As  tbey  walked  to- 
gether along  Parliament- Street,  Dr.  Dunbar  asked 
Thomson  where  be  was  going  ?  whether  tbey  might 
not  go  some  where  and  dine  together  ?  Thomson, 
without  hesitation,  told  bim,  that  he  was  going  to 
Mr,  Drummond's  the  banko*,  to  get  money  for  a 
draft  from  Mr.  Fowler,  and  that  he  would  then  be 
in  proper  circumstances  to  dine  with  him.  He  told 
Dunbar  that  be  might  go  to  Drummond's  along  with 
him.  He  did  so  ;  saw^  the  money  paid ;  and  was 
immediately  convinced  that,  though  he  himself  bad 
not  obtained  any  thing,  and  scarcely  any  attention, 
on  account  of  his  essays,  this  fellow  bad  already  been 
taken  into  the  pay  of  the  Treasury,  After  dinner  be 
fairly  put  the  question^  whether  ht  was  not  in  the 
pay  of  the  ministry  ?  Thomson,  to  teize  and  vex 
Dunbar,  confirmed  him  in  the  belief  that  it  was  so, 
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by  slightly  denying  it,  or  evading  the  question^  and 
turning  the  subject. 

Soon  after  his  arrival  in  London^  an  event  hap- 
pened^ tending  to  procure  him  distinction  among 
men  of  letters.  Dr.  Robert  Watson,  author  of  the 
History  of  Philip  11.  died,  leaving  his  manuscript 
history  of  Philip  IIL  about  half  finished.  The 
guardians  of  his  orphan  daughters  were.  Dr.  Robert* 
son.  Dr.  Blair,  that  distinguished  patriot  Mr. 
Dempster,  and  James  Shaw,  Esq.  author  of  the 
Sketches  of  the  Netherlands,  son  of  the  late  Profes- 
sor Shaw  of  St.  Andrew*s,  and  uncle  to  the  Misses 
Watson.  These  Gentlemen  conceived  that  the  manu- 
scripts might  be  revised,  carried  on,  completed,  and 
advantageously  sold  for  the  benefit  of  their  wards.  It 
was  proposed  by  Drs.  Blair  and  Robertson,  who 
highly  prized  the  abilities  of  Mr.  Thomson,  that  the 
task  should  be  committed  to  him,  to  which  the  other 
guardians  readily  agreed.  -Mr.  Thomson  performed 
the  undertaking  to  their  most  complete  satisfaction, 
as  the  writer  of  this  article  knows  from  authentic  do- 
cuments. Dr.  Adam  Smith  said  Mr.  Thomson*a 
part  was  inotmparably  the  best.  ^^  Dr.  Maclean  of 
the  Hague  (said  Smith),  who  was  writing  oF  those 
times  and  affairs,  was  very  much  afraid  of  Dr.  Wat^ 
aon,  and  Dr.  Watson  was  very  much  afraid  of  Dr. 
Maclean  ;  but  I  could  have  told  them  they  had  little 
occasion  to  be  afraid  of  one  another.  There  was 
one,  of  whom  they  little  thought,  and  who  did  not 
possess  half  their  advantages  of  leisure  and  libraries, 
who  was  formidable  to  both.**— The  work  was  sold 

to 
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to^e^tia^vaptagi;,  and  bioug^t  considerable  literafjf 
feme  to  ita  finisher.  Dr.  Chalmers^  a  Scots  clergy-* 
maixoCtbeucountyof,  Fifq,  ap4; highly,  valued  by  the 
literary ,  men  of  thp  country^  for  wit,  erudition^  and 
pl)ik)sppby^  fprrpfid  so  high  i^n  opinion  of  Thon^soo's 
abjlities^  tb^t.  be  proposed  i  to  comipit  a  manuscript 
op.  the  cpmpafa^ive  merits  and  genius  of  Xenqphon 
apd  Plato  to  Mr.  Thomson^  to  be  revised  and  printed 
under  his  inspection  at  liOn^on*  Dr.  Chalmers' 
dea^h,  however,  prevented  the  execution  of  this,  de- 
sign. 

On  the  publication  of  Philip  III.  the  University  of 
Glasgow  sent  htm  a  gratuitous  degree  of  L.  L.  D. 
iU  the  sanie  time  Mr.  Dugald  Stewart,  who  bad  a 
right^  on  his  admittance  into  the  University,  to  no- 
x^inate  his  Doctor,  ofiTered  Mr.  Thomson  the  same 
from  Edinburgh  ;  but  he  had  the  day  before  received- 
that  qompliment  from  Glasgow.    Had  leisure  and. 
circumstances  permitted^  he  would  have  gone  fur- 
ther in  bis  historical  labours ;  and  those  who  have 
niost  minutely  examinqdy  and  justly  appreciated,  his 
talents,  haye  never  failed  to  regret,  that  he  did  not 
direct  bis  efforts  to  some  grand  work  in  history  or 
philosophy ;  metaphysical,  moral,  or  political,  where- 
in bis  powerful  and  original  genius ;  the  range  of  his 
knowledge ;  extent  of  his  views ;  acuteness  of  dis- 
tindlion  and  promptness  of  combination,  with  his 
clearness  and  force  of  expression,   he  might  have 
elevated  himself^  and  reflected  lustre  on  his  country. 
Three  passions  beyond  others  influence  and  deter- 
mine human  cbarafler  and;  condudl.      Ambition, 

(including 


and  the  love  of  pleasure.    To  such  a  miQ4;aa.Tboqfi-. 
ijj^'!^  aipbition  VoiaW  l^ave  Ijeeix  a^  ywy,  h^aeficial 

»lRFirf5?'^y.f  i"^!?l4w«^:.^^^  complete^an^  most  cffi- 
caqiotis^  exertion ;  but  ijmbitioa  was  not  bis  ruling, 
pasjsiou*    Avariccy  ifi  it^^lf  so  n^ucbjess  cqng^nial  to, 
superior  genjus^^  ^?^^  ^.P^T^.  ^^  bis  character* 
The  love  of  pleasure;^  which, often  burn?  with  tb^i 
greatest  violence  in  the  strongest  minds^  09Qupied  a^ 
large  share  in  the  breast  of  Dr.  T^mson,    Instead  | 
of,  seeking   the  countenance^  or  assistance,  of  the. 
gieat,  he  associated  with  men  of  congenial  humoun 
He  wrote  for  subsistence,  and  rarely  extended  his^ 
pecuniary  views  beyond  present  support^  and  the  prcr 
vention  of  injustice.    He  was  now  by  profession*  a 
literary  map^  and  wrote  upon  a  vast  variety  of  sub* 
jecta  as  opportunity  offered^  or  occasion  required. 
In  the  course  of  twenty  years^  under  the  constant 
a^muluspf  necessity,  and  with  an  uncommonly  ro« 
b|ist  constitution,  his  writings  have  been  so  many 
and  so  various,  that  we  much  doubt  if  he  himself 
could  recollect  anji  enumerate  one  half  of  the  parti* 
culars.    Hb  first  employment,  was>  to  write  a  com- 
mentary on  a  Bible  published  in  the  name  of  Har- 


•  This  dattof  men,  fabsifting  loldy  by  literary  efforts,  is  pe« 
cuUir  to  England  and  France,  because  no  other  enlightened 
coantriet  are  sufficiently  rich  to  aiFord  ample  encouragement  to 
those.  Without  the  asftstance  of  professorships  or  similar  benefices. 
In  Scotland  and  Germany,  Uterary  men  have,  either  in  universities^ 
courts  of  law,  the  charch,  or  the  state,  some  other  sour^  of  emo* 
lumeat  besides  the  current  cffbrti  of  th^r  pens, 
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ftson,  then  the  most  popular  preacher  in  London^  by^ 
Fielding  and  Walker. 

At  the  recommendation  of  the  present  Bishop  of 
Salishury,  who  approved  highly  of  Dr.  ThomaonV 
Philip  IIL,  he  was  fixed  on  by  the  late  Dr.  fioIIing<» 
heny^  to  be  the  editor  and  translator  of  Cutoing- 
iiam*8  manuscript  history  in  Latin  of  Great  Britain, 
from  the  Revolution  to  the  Accession*    His  eiecu« 
cution  of  this  undertaking,  rendered  a  valuable  work, 
before  accessible  to  the  learned  only,  a  veiy  pleasing 
and  instmctiffe  addition  to  English  literature.    Dr. 
Hollingberry  had  married  the  grand-daughter  of  Mr. 
Cunningham,  and  had  thus  become  proprietor  of  the 
manuscript. 

About  the  year  1782,  Dr.  Thomson  published, 
nnder  a  whimsical  title,  a  work  which  shewed  at 
once  the  vigour  of  his  fancy,  the  strength  of  bis  cri-> 
ticism,  his  accurate  and  thorough  comprehension  of 
met)  and  of  systems.    This^  was  his  Man  of  ths 
Moon-,  in  which  the  lunar  sovereign  transports 'fix>m 
this  earth  one  of  its  most  illustrious  inhabitants,  Mr. 
Charles  Fox;  unfolds  to  him  human  nature  and  pur- 
suits, and  his  oWn  character.    Presenting  to  him  a 
glass,  he  brings  before  him  on  the  one  hand,  the  ta* 
lents  entrusted  to  him  by  nature  and  Providence ;  and 
on  the  other,  their  use  by  his  own  choice.    A  more 
just  and  discriminating  picture  of  that  extraordinary 
man  is  no  where  to  be  found.    Surveying  the  whole 
circle  of  philosophy,  appreciating  objects,  and  exa* 
mining  means,  the  author  very  clearly  and  forcibly 
shews  what  of  present  objects  of  research  and  dis* 
I  quisition 


^Qisition  feally  deserve  the  trouble.  Xn  exhibiting 
the  stadies  of  professed  naturalists,  berb-gatherers, 
antiquarians,  and  other  inquisitive  and  laborious 
trtflers,  he  displays  a  force  of  humorous  satire,  not 
inferior  to  that  which  pourtrays  the  jumpers  of  Lilli- 
put,  oi"  the  academicians  of  Laputa.  Like  Pope,  how- 
fever,  he  perhaps  too  much  depreciates  the  literary 
,  exertions  of  pains-taking  dullness.  Drudges  are 
useful,  as  they  clear  away  cobwebs,  or  even  col- 
lect raw  materials  for  men  of  greater  genius  and 
skill.  His  short  sketch  of  metaphysical  philosophers 
presents  their  appropriate,  distindlive,  and  general 
thara6Vers,  not  less  forcibly  than  was  afterwards  done 
by  the  profound  Reid,  in  his  introdu6lion  to  his 
essays  on  the  intellc6iua]  powers. 

He  wrote  Memoirs  of  the  War  in  Asia  from  1780 
to  1784,  manifesting  the  formidable  confederacy  con«* 
terted  by  Hyder  Ally  and  France,  carried  so  exten<» 
sively  into  execution,  the  military  efforts  and  politi- 
cal ability  which  countera<5led  its  progress,  and  de- 
feated its  purpose,  including  also  a  very  pathetic  ac- 
count of  the  sufferings  incurred  by  discomfited  va* 
lour  from  the  barbarity  of  oriental  despotism. 

About  the  year  1789,  he  published  Mammouth  ; 
v)r.  Human  Nature  displayed  upon  a  grand  Scale,  in  a 
Tour  with  the  Tinkers  into  the  central  parts  of  Africa. 
The  object  of  this  work  is  to  display  man  in  his  cog- 
nitive and  active  powers,  and  their  springs  of  opera- 
tion; viewing  and  seeking  objects  from  their  suit- 
ableness to  his  general  nature,  and  not  from  their 
conformity  to  temporary,  locals  or  customary  modi* 
fications  of  that  nature;    exhibiting  capability   of 
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happiness  and  attainments*  within  the  reach  of  our 
powers,  if  properly  dire6ied.     The  traveller  seeks 
and  finds  a  great  share  of  happiness,  not  in  the  exter- 
nal circumstances  to  which  vulgar  association  attaches 
felicity,  but  from  personal  sagacity,  intrepidity,  kind, 
benevolent,  and  ardent  afFedlions.     Travelling  for  a 
considerable  time  with  tinkers  or  gipsies,  the  hero 
reaches  the  mountains  of  Barbary,  he  is  carried  off 
by  a  band  of  robbers,  and,  after  successive  adventures, 
is  found  by  a  gigantic  black,  approaching  the  size  of 
Swift's  Brobdignagers,  who  takes  him  to  his  own 
country.     Whereas,  Swift's  giants  exhibit  mankind 
as  they  are^  and  afford  the  justest  and  severest  satire 
on  the  follies  and  vices  of  society,  as  it  aflusilly  ex- 
isted at  the  time  he  wrote  ;  Thomson  shews  what 
MEN  ouaHX  TO  BE,  AND  MIGHT  BE,  by  the  cxcrtion 
and  wise  direction  of  energies  which  they  actually 
possess.      As    a   satirist,  Thomson,    though    very 
powerful  and   poignant,  is  not   acrimonious.     His 
wit  and  humour  spring  from  promptness  and  bril- 
liancy of  a  fancy,  combining  the   most  ludicrous 
images,   a    penetration    developing  through   every 
disguise,  intellectual   or  moral  absurdity,    without 
having  for  an  assistant  malignity  of  heart     Included 
in  this  view  of  human  nature,  there  are  political 
strictures  of  the  very  highest  importance,  especially 
on  the  comparative  degree  of  attention  due  in  poli- 
tical economy  to  agriculture  and  commerce. 

For  many  years  after  Thomson  came  to  London^ 
he  was  employed  as  a  reporter  of  parliamentary  de- 
bates; and  thoroughly  comprehending  the  subjects, 
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as  well  is  having  kn  excellent  memory,  be  was  an  ad- 
ihirable  reporter.  Thw  exercise  greatly  increased 
his  knowledge  both  of  the  detail  of  passing  politics 
and  of  political  chara<Sler8.  Forcing  on  bis  consi- 
deration every  subject  of  national  discussion,  it  af- 
forded to  such  a  mind  as  his,  multifarious  materials 
for  reflection,  and  abundant  means  of  improvement. 
It  was  often  observed,  that  this  species  of  exertion 
was  an  excellent  preparative  for  literary  effort. 
Thomson  was  wont  to  say,  it  was  an  employment 
fit  not  for  a  sinner,  yet  in  a  state  of  probation,  but 
for  spirits  absolutely  in  a  state  of  condemnation. 

Through  his  old  class-fellow  Dr.  Moncrieff^ 
ThcxnsoD  became  acquainted  with  Dr.  Gilbert  Stuart, 
which  a  congeniality  of  convivial  habits,  as  .well  as 
similiarity  of  pursuits,  and  a  resemblance  in  several 
pomts  of  character,  increased  into  the  strictest  inti- 
macy. Through  Gilbert  Stuart  he  became  also  tn" 
thmtte  with  Mr.  John  Murray,  bookseller,  in  Fleet- 
Street,  who  was  as  fond  of  conviviality  as  either  of 
them,  and  a  curious  triumvirate  they  were.  Many 
a  laughable  anecdote  is  told  of  their  parties,  which 
not  being  sufficiently  authenticated,  we  shall  not 
here  repeat.  The  general  cast  and  character  of  the 
stories,  as  far  as  Stuart  and  Thomson  were  concern- 
ed, would  merely  shew  the  excentricity  and  extrava- 
gance of  wit  and  genius  exhilarated  by  wine. 

On  the  subject  of  Mary  Queen  of  Scots,  Thomson 
most  strenuously  opposed  the  unattested  assertions 
of  Stuart,  in  opposition  to  Buchannan  and  Robert- 
son.   Thomson,  indeed,  never  scrupled  in  Gilbert's 
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company  to  maintain  the  superiority  of  Rdbertson^l 
history  to]  Stuart's  in  all  respects.  Stuart^  on  such 
occasions,  would  appeal  to  his  characters  of  various 
illustrious  persons  as  longer  than  Robertson's  ;  when 
Thomson  used  to  tell  him  of  a  contest  which  he 
once  witnessed  at  a  fair  near  Perth : — ^A  race  was 
run  between  a  Highlander  and  an  Irishman.  The 
Highlander  was  first  at  the. goal;  but  the  Irishman 
continued  to  run  far  beyond  it,  and  insisted  that  he 
had  won  the  prize  as  he  had  kept  longest  running. 
On  the  disputes  between  Mary  and  Elizabeth, 
Dr.  Thomson  concurs,  and  always  concurred^  with 
Robertson  and  Hume. 

About  the  time  of  the  coalition,  Thomson  joined 
with  Stuart  in  contributing  to  a  periodical  work  en- 
titled the  Political  Herald.  This  work  supported 
with  great  ability  Mr.  Fox  and  his  party.  The  pa* 
pers  written  by  Thomson,  and  which  were  signed  Ig- 
notus,  were  prized  far  beyond  the  rest.*  Finding, 
however,  that  others  got  both  the  credit  and  principal 
emolument  of  these  labours,  he  discontinued  his  ef- 
forts.-f 

Dr.  Thomson  was  very  much  employed  in  reviews, 
and,  as  a  critic,  displayed  great  powers,  when  the  sub- 

*  This  ftft  many  gentlemen,  and  among  the  rest  even  Mr. 
Fox  himself  can  testify,  as  well  as  Mr.  Sheridian»  who  made  in- 
quiry about  Ignotus  at  the  publisher's. 

t  The  paper  was  really  paid  by  the  coalition  administration. 
This,  however.  Dr.  Thomson  not  knowing  till  afterwards,  receiv- 
ed only  a  limited  and  inconsiderable  sum  from'  the  bookseller. 
The  editor,  after  the  death  of  Stuad;  was  Mr.  Godwin, 
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jt&  was  such  as  to  afford  a  field  for  exertion^  and  was 
often  very  happy  in  supporting  strong  reasoning  by 
apposite  illustrations  and  analogies.  Speaking  once 
of  the  ghost  machinery  in  modern  novels^  he  said^ 
such  tales  reminded  him  of  the  bugbears  that  are  some 
times  used,  during  the  rural  festivities  and  sports  of 
Christmas,  to  frighten  children  and  inexperienced 
persons,  and  at  first  produce  the  efFe<9:,  but,  being 
afterwards  explained  to  them  to  be  white  sheets  upon 
long  poles,  excite  laughter  instead  of  fear,  the  next 
time  similar  appearances  are  beheld.  He  wrote  the 
greater  part  of  the  political  and  literary  appendixes  in 
the  English  Review,  besides  innumerable  critical  ar- 
ticles. During  the  years  of  1794,  l/QS,  and  1796, 
he  was  proprietor  of  that  work,  and  wrote  almost  the 
whole,  both  political  and  critical.  Afterwards,  whea 
it  was  incorporated  with  the  Analytical,  he  wrote  the 
literary  and  political  appendixes.  He  also  wrote  the 
life  of  the  old  Highland  Sergeant  Macleod,  which  he 
rendered  very  productive  to  its  subjcdl. 

Dr.  Thomson  neyer  espoused  either  side  in  politics 
■with  any  degree  of  ardour,  or  even  with  much  inte- 
rest. He  seemed,  on  this  subjedl,  to  agree  pretty  much 
with  Pope  Sixtus,  who  said  to  his  cardinals,  ^'  Let 
us  9muse  ourselves  the  best  way  we  can;  the  world 
governs  itself/'  It  was  rather  by  way  of  exhibiting 
the  arguments  made  use  of  by  philosophers  in  sup- 
port of  the  French  revolutipn,  than  of  delivering  his 
own  opinion,  that  he  made  use  of  the  following 
image,  more  pleasing  in  itself  than  just  in  its  appli- 
cation :  '^  It  is  time,  that  men,  leaving  the  mere  coast* 
ings  of  usage  and  precedent,  should  steer  by  the  pola- 
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rity  of  reason/**  As  the  particular  nature  of  theFrench 
revolution^  and  its  efFedls  on  such  cbara6iers  as  those 
of  Frenchmen  manifested  themselves,  and  as  its  spe- 
cial principles  were  developed,  he  perceived  that  the 
reasonings  of  its  most  adlive  supporters  were  founded 
upon  a  false  hypothesis.  They  did  not  accommodate 
their  changes  to  the  gradual  variation  of  minds  and 
circumstances.  Instead  of  suiting  arrangements  to 
materials,  they  proposed  to  create  materials.  They 
presumed  a  plasticity  and  a  ductility  in  animate  nature 
to  be  found  only  in  inanimate,  and  conceived  that 
they  could  mould  men  as  easily  under  certain  forms 
of  polity  as  they  could  mould  clay  into  certain  figures 
and  shapes.  Dr.  Thomson  exposes  this  fundamen- 
tal error  of  modern  revolutionists  in  a  letter  to  his 
friend,  Dr.  Parr,  dated  March  1st  179^9  and  publish* 
ed  with  Dr.  Parr*s  account  of  a  dispute  between  him 
and  Mr.  Curtis.  The  objedl  of  Dr.  Thomson's  letter 
is  to  shew,  that  gradual,  not  rapid,  changes  in  systems 
afFedling  the  welfare  of  mankind,  are  most  suitable  to 
the  human  cbaradler,  to  the  process  of  nature,  of 
Providence,  and  of  grace ;  and,  in  a  work  not  ex«- 
cceding  eight  pages  o<^avo,  he  compresses  an  amount 
of  profound  observation,  strong  reasoning,  illustrat- 
ed and  enforced  by  new,  just,  and  striking  analogy, 
all  ministring  to  solid  wisdom  and  beneficial  condu6l, 
not  surpassed  by  any  composition,  however  volumi- 


*  See  Appendix  to  Elnglish  Review  for  1 790,  p.  76.  Mr.  Mac- 
kintosh quotes  this  analogy  in  the  Vindicis  GallicK,  with  many 
compliments  to  the  author,  with  whom,  as  well  as  with  his  most 
intimate  friends,  he  was  well  acquainted. 
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nous  and  elaborate^  which  the  French  revolution  has 
called  forth.  **  An  architedl,'*  he  says,  "  builds  a 
house  in  the  most  perfedl  synntmetry,  because  he  hai; 
to  do  wtth  dead  things,  with  wood  and  stones,  and 
other  inert  and  passive  nnaterials ;  but  the  souls  of 
men,  with  which  the  statesmen  has  to  do,  are  living 
spirits.  These  are  materials  which  are  to  be  treated 
with  infinite  delicacy.  In  transposing  these,  we  must 
proceed  gently  and  by  slow  degrees^  lest  we  move 
more  than  we  can  wield.  In  the  moral  world  a  small 
spark  at  times  kindles  a  mighty  fl^une,  which  neither 
reason  nor  eloquence  can  subdue*  When  shall  na- 
tural philosophers  arrive  at  the  art  of  moving  the 
marble  from  the  solid  rock  into  arches  and  pillars^ 
and  other  forms  of  architedlure,  by  means  of  the  pro- 
je<Slile  force  of  gunpowder?  Scarcely  is  it  less  difE^ 
cult  for  the  moral  philosopher  to  combine  the  awaken- 
ed propensities  and  discordant  views  of  millions  ia 
one  harmonious  and  permanent  political  system.  But 
if  the  momentum  of  those  propensities  and  views  be 
not  calculated  with  due  exadlness,  the  powder  of 
passion,  instead  of  raising  a  goodly  political  fabric^ 
will  cover  the  fair  face  of  nature  with  volcanic  ashes. 
Poets  have  ascribed  certain  editiccs  to  the  divine 
power  of  music,  but  the  concord  of  sweet  sounds  is 
radically  and  essentially  different  from  the  angry  pas« 
sions.  Harmony  is  creative  !  Discord  is  destrudlive." 
Illustrating  this  subject  from  the  analogy  of  vege- 
table nature,  he  says,  *^  It  does  not  seem  to  be  the 
part  of  wise  statesmen  td  create,  so  much  as  to  im- 
prove governments;  as  there  are  various  seeds  profuse- 
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ly  scattered  over  the  external  face  of  nature,  so  there 
are  various  sources  of  civil  and  political  societies;  and, 
as  the  husbandman  only  pretends  to  cultitatk,  not 
to  create^  the  seeds  of  vt8:etables,  so  in  like  manner  it 
IS  for  the  interest  of  human  societies,  that  statesmen, 
instead  of  forming  at  once  the  very  stamina  or  essence 
of  nev^'  jrovcrnments,  by  a  process  sudden  and  violent, 
should  make  the  most  of  the  old  in  the  meantime,  and 
assunilate  them,  according  to  the  general  ceconomy 
pf  nature,  by  slow  degrees,  to  the  most  approved 
forms  that  ever  metaphysical  policy  can  devise.  It 
has  been  found  on  trial,  and  that  too  by  the  ablest 
men,  that  it  is  almost  as  difficult  for  the  legislator  to 
form,  a  priori^  and  without  feeling  his  way  by  means 
of  the  thread  of  experience,  a  happy  consitution  of 
government,  as  it  would  be  absurd  for  a  gardener  or 
husbandman  to  attempt,  by  a  mixture  of  natural  ele- 
ments, to  form  an  apple  or  an  acorn.  As  the  nature 
of  a  seed  is  best  discovered  by  its  development  into 
an  herb,  shrub,  or  tree,  so  the  principles  of  govern- 
ment are  best  understood  when  they  are  contemplated 
in  their  adtion,  cfte6l,  and  full  expansion.  la  the 
moral  as  well  as  in  the  natural  world,  the  thing  that 
has  been,  is  that  which  shall  be,  and  there  is  no  new 
thing  under  the  sun."  This  letter  has  been  very 
highly  praised  by  writers  and  readers  of  all  parties. 

For  the  last  two  years  Dr.  Thomson  has  been  oc- 
cupied in  writing  the  historical  part  of  Dodsley"s  an- 
nual register;  and  has  already  brought  them  forward 
from  1790  to  1 800,  both  inclusive.  These  volumes  are 
written  with  the  pen  of  a  philosophical  historian,  and 
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prove  that  the  author  is  very  thoroughly  qualified  for 
writing  some  great  and  important  history.  In  thecourse 
of  his  literary  pursuits,  he  has  had  oppqrtunities  of  ac-» 
quiring  very  ample  and  extensive  materials  for  a  history 
of  British  India;  it  is  much  to  be  wished  that  he 
would  supply  that  great  desideratum  in  political  litera- 
ture. It  would  be  impossible,  as  abdve  obseiVed,  to 
recolle<£l  and  enumerate  all  the  writings  of  Dr.  Thom- 
son ;  a  man,  as  the  Critical  Review,  (whose  printer, 
old  Mr.  Hamilton,  having  quarrelled  in  a  tavern  with 
Thomson,  a  great  writer  in  the  English  Review,  in 
company  with  Dr.  Gilbert  Stewart,  entertained  a  ran- 
corous spite  against  him  as  long  as  he  lived)  on  the  oc- 
casion of  reviewing  a  book  published  in  the  latter  part 
o{\TQ\y  said,  who  sometimes  wrote  books  in  his  own 
name,  butoflener  in  that  of  other  men.  He  compos- 
ed from  a  mass  of  materials,  furnished  by  Mr.  Philip 
Francis  to  aMr.W.  Macintosh, and  by  Mr.  Macintosh, 
through  Mr.  Demptster,  to  Mr.  Thomson  about  J  7  8 1 
or  1 782-, Travels  in  Europe,  Asia,  and  Africa,  publish- 
ed by  Murray.  From  another  mass,  but  sadly  mixed 
with  childish  and  superstitious  nonsense  by  John  Lane 
Macgreigor,Bncbannan's Travels  in  the  Hebrides.  He 
was  first  lieutenant  aw^/^r  Captain  Stedniah  m  the  bu- 
siness of  composing  Scedman*s  History  of  the  Ameri- 
can war.  He  composed,  but  not  without  the  aid  of 
authentic  documents,  furnished  by  his  private  and  li- 
terary friends,  of  whom  few  men  m  his  situation  have 
more.  Letters  from  Scanainavia.  He  is  the  author  of 
the  continuation  of  Dr.  Goldsmith's  history  of 
Greece,  from  Alexander  the  Great  to  the  sacking  of 
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Constantinople  by  the  Turks.  ^He  is  the  translator 
of  the  Italian  Giuseppe  Acerbi's  travels  to  the  North 
Cape.  It  is  probable  that  Signk>r  Acerbi  has  been 
induced  to  form  an  acquaintance  with  Dr.  Thomson 
from  perusing  the  political  appendixes  to  the  English 
and  Analytical  Reviews,  some. parts  of  which,  but  pro- 
perly digested  and  made  bis  own  by  Mr.  Acerbi,  we 
find  in  his  observations  in  Sweden,  in  the  history  of 
accademtes.  And,  lastly,  we  shall  mention  a  small 
composition  of  Dr.  Thomson's,  not  only  because  it 
appears,  though  short,  to  be  the  most  elaborate  and 
finished  of  all  his  compositions,  but  because  it  leads 
naturally  to  the  mention  of  some  anecdotes  not  a 
little  conne<5)ed  with  the  subjedl  of  this  biographicid 
sketch.  The  small  treatise  alluded  to  is,  the  preface 
or  introdudion  to  the  history  of  the  trial  of  Warren 
Hastings,  Esq.  published  in  1796  by  the  late  Mr. 
Thomas  Wright,  who,  when  he  wanted  to  have  any 
thing  nicely  done^  as  he  said,  was  wont  to  apply  to 
Dr.  Thomson,  with  whom  he  was  long  and  mtimate- 
ly  acquainted,  though  not  without  many  cautions  to 
read  over  what  he  should  wriie^  and  to  do  it  in  his  best 
manner. 

We  should  have  observed,  that  Dr.  Thomson  for 
many  years  had  written  the  weekly  abridgment  of 
politics  in  the  Whitehall  Evening  Post,  of  which  Mr. 
Wright  was  the  printer.  In  the  European  Magaztn^ 
printed  also  by  Mr.  Wright,  for  the  first  three  or 
four  years  Dr.  Thomson  was  the  principal,  and  almost 
the  only,  writer  in  the  review  part.  Thus  a  very 
close  connection  between  Dr*  Thomson  and  Mr. 

Wright 
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Wright  was  formed^  and  it  was  continued  till  the^ 
death  of  the  latter.  The  proprietors  of  the  White- 
hall Evening  Post  received  themselves,  and  paid  Dr. 
Thomson^  many  compliments  on  the  weekly  abridge-* 
ment  of  politics.  Among  others  who  warmly  expres- 
sed their  approbation »  was  the  secretary  at  war,  the 
Right  Honourable  Mr.  Windham,  who  had  before, 
as  well  as  Mr.  Sheridan,  Mr.  Fox,  and  others  of  the 
coalition  ministry,  expressed  a  high  opinion  of  the 
writings  of  Thomson,  under  the  signature  of  Ignotus^ 
in  the  Political  Herald.  But  Mr.  Windham  did  not 
know  at  that  time,  and  probably  never  knew,  that 
the  abridgments  were  written  by  no  other  than  his 
acquaintance  Dr.  Thomson,  who  had  been  introduced 
to  him  by  Dr.  Parr,  and  who,  for  some  years,  was 
honoured  with  Mr.  Windham*s  visits  and  esteem. 
The  Whitehall  Evening  Post  was  under  the  in* 
fluence  of  Mp.  Pitt.  Dr.  Thomson,  however,  wrote 
just  as  he  thought,  and  many  expostulations,  not  to 
say  altercations,  took  place  occasionally  between  Dr. 
Thomson  and  the  printer  and  editor,  his  good  friend, 
Mr.  Wright.  At  length,  in  the  last  week  in  Novem«> 
her  1798,  Dr.  Thomson,  in  his  weekly  abridgment 
of  politics,,  severely  arraigned  the  indifference  of  go- 
vernment to  the  horrors  of  the  Clerkenwell  jail,  par- 
ticularly the  alledged  cruelties  of  Governor  Aris,  and 
bestowed  proportionable  praise  on  the  adlive  benevo- 
lence of  Sir  Francis  Burdett.  This  was  past  all  en- 
durance. Dr.  Thomson  was  dismissed  from  a  de- 
partment in  which,  with  the  labour  of  an  hour  or  two 
weekly,  he  earned  fifly-four  guineas  a  year,   one 

guinea 
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guinea  per  week^  and  two  guineaa  for  annual  sketches 
at  the  close  of  the  revolving  year. 

Lest  offence  should  be  given  to  the  readers  of  the 
Whitehall,  by  praising  Sir  Francis  Burdett  at  the  cx- 
pence  of  ministry,  the  next  abridgment  of  poli* 
TICS,  Saturday,  January  5th,  1 759,  was  prefaced  by  an 
intimation  that  it  was  by  another  hand  ! !  f 

But  to  return.  Dr.  Thomson  entertained  an  early 
persuasion  that  Mr.  Hastings,  instead  of  prosecu- 
tion, deserved  splendid  fortune,  honour,  glory,  and 
immortality.  For  years  had  he  persevered  in  gi^ng 
vent  in  various  publications,  particularly  the  English 
Review,  to  an  indignation  which  seemed,  indeed,  to 
have  preyed  on  his  mind,  when  he  was  waited  on  by 
Mr.  Hastings's  confidential  friend  and  agent,  Major 
Scott,  with  an  offer  to  introduce  him  to  Mr.  Hastings^ 
who  had  expressed  the  greatest  satisfaction  in  seeing 
occasionally  his  cause  so  warmly  and  impressively  de- 
fended by  a  perfc6l  stranger.  Dn  Thomson,  ambitious, 
as  it  would  seem,  to  raise  himself  still  higher  in  the 
good  opinion  of  Mr,  Hastings,  said  to  the  Major,  that 
it  was  most  satisfa(5lory  to  him  to  understand  that  his 
sentiments  and  endeavours  were  known  to  Mr.  Hast* 
ings  ;  that  he  might  still  say  with  truth,  as  he  had 
done,  that  he  had  never  seen  or  communicated  with 
Mr.  Hastings,  he  would  persevere  in  the  same  en- 
deavours till  his  trial  should  be  decided,  which  he 
did  with  an  ardor  that  seemed  every  day  to  encrease. 
Within  a  few  weeks  after  the  trial,  prolonged  nearly 
to  the  term  of  the  siege  of  Troy,  was  over.  Major 
Scott  introduced  Dr.  Thpmson  to  Mr.  Hastings,  atthe 

Governor's 
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Governor's  house  in  Park-Lane.  Mr.  Hastings  receiv- 
ed the  Doftor  with  much  kindness  and  respeft,  and 
conversed  with  him  long  and  freely ;  so  also  did  Mrs. 
Hastings,  of  whom  Dr.  Thomson  said,  that  she  both 
deserved  to  be,  and  for  beauty,  grace,  sense,  and  dig- 
nity of  manners,  seemed  in  reality  to  be  to  be  an  em- 
press.    Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hastings,  he  said,  always  re- 
called to  his  mind  Solomon  and  the  queen  of  She- 
ba.     Mr.  Hastings  was  not  long  in  returning  a  visit 
to  Dr.  Thomson  in  Fitzroy  Square.  He  has  since  ho- 
noured him  with  his  correspondence  and  other  marks 
of  favour.  Mr.  Hastings  has  often  said,  that  nothing 
was  more  pleasing  to  him,  during  the  whole  course 
of  the  prosecution,  than  the  sensibility  and  unsolicited 
services  of  Thomson  • 

Dr.  Thomson  is  a  man  of  a  heart  as  expanded  ad 
his  head  is  capacious,  and  has  all  the  virtues  which 
result  from  combined  fortitude  and  benevolence.  He 
is  extremely  friendly,  kind,  and  compassionate,  has 
gone  great  lengths  in  relieving  pecuniary  distress, 
and  has,  through  his  goodness,  incurred  frequent  and 
considerable  losses  by  loans  and  securities.  His  house 
has  often  been  a  refuge  to  his  countrymen  when  out 
of  regular  employment.     His  hospitality  is  entirely 
social  and  convivial,  without  any  parade.     He  gives 
his  friends  a  hearty  welcome;    He  is  disposed  to  in- 
dulge very  freely  in  the  bottle :  but  indefatigable  in- 
dustry and  prudence  restrain  this  propensity,  and  he 
is  very  far  from  being  habitually  addicted  to  this  gra- 
tification.   Never  does  William  Thomson  display  the 
masculine  strengh  of  his  mind  with  more  energy  than 

in 
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in  cotwersation.    His  company  in  a  private  party^ 
admitting  and  inciting  ^^  the  feast  of  reason  and  the 
flow  of  soul/*  affords  in  originality,  wisdom^  and  wit, 
a  treat  as  high  as  can  be  enjoyed  by  rational  nature. 
He  is  very  candid  and  unassuming,  not  seeking  to 
lead  the  conversation,   he  manifests  the  immense 
and  various  stores  of  his  mind  in  his  discussioes  of 
any  subje<9:  that  happens  to  be  started.     A  fancy 
strong  and  splendid,  abounding  rn  imagery,  either 
serious  or  comic,  either  grand,  beautiful,  or  gro* 
tesque,  joins  with  his  multifarious  knowledge  and  the 
depth  of  his  philosophy  in  rendering  him  as  delightful 
as  he  is  instrudlive.     From  his  great  intimacy  with 
Gilbert   Stuart,    and   some    other     circumstances^ 
Thomson  has  been  supposed  unfriendly  to  religion* 
That  he  is  stridlly  and  scrupulously  orthodox  it  would 
be  rashness  to  affirm ;  but  no  man  can  have  juster  or 
grander  views  of  natural  theology,  can  more  tho- 
roughly comprehend  the  Christian  system,  or  more 
highly  esteem  it  as  a  moral  code.     As  a  wise  man^ 
Dr.  Thomson  values  religion  as  a  most  powerful 
principle  of  condudi,  and  neither  his  writings  nor 
conversation  have  ever  attacked  real  piety,  though 
both  often  expose  very  forcibly  and  justly  the  absur^ 
dities  of  superstition  and  fanaticism,  the  folly  of  spi- 
ritual pride,  or  the  wickedness  of  hypocrisy.     One 
quality  which  pervades  both  his  writings  and  conver* 
sation  is  good  humour.     He  never  shews  spleen, 
acrimony,  or  spite.     Though  frequently  severe,  his 
is  the  severity  of  strength,  not  of  malignity. 
Dr.  Thomson  is  somewhat  under  the  middle  si^ 

with 
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with  very  broad  shoulders^  a  capacious  chest,  and  very 
ttrongly  limbed.  His  bodily  strength  is  extremely 
great^  and^  as  he  possesses  the  most  intrepid  cou-» 
rage,  it  has  not  unfrequently  been  exerted  in  the 
course  of  his  perambulations  through  London.  He 
has  repulsed  attempted  robbery,  ^  seized  pickpockets^ 
overawed  bullies,  and. severely  beaten  street-disturb-* 
ers  of  the  public  p^ace.  Thomson's  countenance  is 
extremely  expressive  of  intelligence,  boldness,  sensi- 
bility, and  benevolence.  When  he  is  earnestly  en-» 
gaged  in  conversation,  his  eyes  have  astonishing  bril- 
liancy and  force. 

Having  said  a  good  deal  about  Dr.  Thomson's  pro- 
pensity to  pleasure,  it  may  be  proper  before  we  con« 
clude^  to  observe,  that  his  pleasures  are  by  no  means 
confined  to  sensual  gratifications.  He  is  passionate-* 
ly  fond  of  music,  has  a  lively  relish  for  poetry,  if  ex-* 
quisite,and  for  books  of  travels,  history,  natural  and. 
civil,  and  on  other  subjedts.  In  one  of  bis  excursions 
through  the  Highlands  of  Perthshire  with  Mr.  Fowler 
of  the  Treasury,  above-mentioned,  the  travellers  stopt 
at  the  house  of  a  miller  in  Glen  Cooaigh,  near  Strath- 
Brandt.  When  they  went  in,  they  heard  the  most 
afFediing  notes  in  the  inner  part  of  the  hduse,  though, 
ibr  want  of  windows  in  that  part,  nobody  was  to  be 
^en.  It  was  a  young  widow  whose  husband  bad 
*tfcen  dead  but  a  fortnight,  singing  her  child  to  sleep. 
A  servant  girl,  on  the  entrance  of  the  strangers, 
would  have  hastened  to  call  her  mistress,  but  both 
Mr.  Thomson  and  Mr.  Fowler  agreed  not  by  any 
nieans  to  interrupt  her  song.  It  was  an  original  lul- 
laby. 
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laby,  constating  of  a  few  plaintive  words^  but  a  greatei^ 
variety  of  pliaintive  notes ;  the  whole  expressive  of 
love  for  her  departed  husband,  tenderness  to  her 
babe,  and  anxiety  about  the  future  destiny  or  fate  of 
both.  When  the  child  fell  asleep  and  the  song  was 
over,  the  young  widow  appeared,  and,  by  her  great 
beauty  and  extreme  modesty,  heightened  the  impress 
sioiTS  before  made  in  her  favour  in  the  breasts  of  Mn 
Fowler  and  Mr.  Thomson.  She  was  so  modest  and 
diffident,  that  she  could  not  be  persuaded  to  give  any 
other  specimen  of  her  vocal,  musical,  and  almost  poe- 
tical  powers ;  nor,  indeed,  in  such  circumstances  of 
sorrow,  did  the  travellers  urge  it.  Dr.  Thomson^  on 
their  return  to  Duplin,  set  the  notes  of  the  Highland 
shepherdess  to  music,  with  some  improvements.  It 
is  one  of  the  most  plaintive,  tender,  and  aflediing 
melodies  that  ever  was  composed. 

As  we  have  thus  given  some  account  of  what  Dr« 
Thomson  has  done,  so  it  may  be  expeded  that  we 
should  mention  what  he  intends  to  do.  We  have 
seen  a  vast  colledlion  of  notes  and  memorandums  he 
has  made  for  a  work,  to  be  entitled,  History  ofMeta^ 
fhysks^  ivith  an  Esiimateof  ihe  Results  of  Metaphysical 
Enquiries  :  To  which  is  subjoined  a  brief  Treatise  en 
the  Process  of  the  Mind  in  the  A61  of  Reminiscence  ; 
but  whether  his  leisure  will  ever  enable  him  to  finis|K' 
or  his  fortune  to  publish,  such  a  work,  is  a  question. 

Dr.  Thomson  is  married  to  a  lady,  who  still  re* 
tains  a  considerable  share  of  beauty,  which  has  been 
very  great.  Mrs.  Thomson  possesses  very  respe<5l* 
able  literary  talents,  as  she  has  shown  in  various  no- 
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vd8>  but  especiaHy  thq  Labyrinths  of  Life^  a  very 
iiiteresUng. story ^  with  utce  delineation,  and  strong  cx^ 
liibttioh  of  passioa  arid  character.  His  childfea .  are 
two  nH tend  twoiidaugbte^s,  on  wboni  be  has  beofi 
careful  to  -bestow  all  the  advantages  of  educatiom,  par^- 
ticularly  those  arising  from  early  iniprcssions  of.rtVt- 
gioti  and  virtue,  and  who  are  all  of  them  either  setr 
tied,  or  in  a  way  of  being  genteelly  settled  in  life. 

Q^  Thefsiliwingy  tohichfortM  4lmk  to  the  narraihi'^  was^  tkrotigh 
aecidtnit  omitted m  0$ proper  ptoce^  pa^e  432, Hne  It 
**  It  was.chLeflj  b^.wlu^t  were  called  college-exercises  tt^t 
**  Thomson  was  first  distinguished.  Mr.  Morton,  Pro&ssor  of 
<'  Humanity,  called  on  the  students  to  give  an'account  of  authors, 
"  r/ra  voc«,  by  way  of  analysis,  with  their  observations*  Here 
**  Thomson  naade  a  tttpkal  figure*  Br.  Watson,  in  the  flaw  for 
«<  Iogif»v  rhetc^ric,  and  Universal  graQimar»,  pr^sodbed^subjectfr  for 
**  criiid^m»  and  others  for  origiDal  composition. .  Here  also 
««  Thomson  excelled.  Professor  Watson  said,  that  he  shewed  a 
•*  genius  truly  metaphysical.'"  ' 
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PROFICIENCY  in  the  literature  of -tbeErfst  is 
still  so  rare  in  England,  is  attamed  with  sbch  diffi- 
culty, and  bears  a  relation  so  direct  and -strong 
to  tlie  utiRties  of  6ur  trade  and  imperial  policy, 
that  whoever  is  eminently  distinguished '  by  this 
roerit,  cannot  bVit  deserve  to  be  respectfully 'pointed 
oat  to  the  esteem  and  imitation  of  his  feltowncoan- 
trymen.  We  have,  therefore,  peculittr  satisfaction  in 
ofFering  the  tribute  cff  the  following  short  memoir  to 
the  worth  and  erudition  of  Sir  William  Ouseley.     . 

This  gentleman  has  his  descent  from  a  family  of  ati- 
cient  distinction  in  Shropshire  and  NortharoptODsJiirQ. 

1802-3,  .  H  h  He 
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H«  wa$  bdrn  in  the  year  1771  ^  Hfc  carlW  edfSfc 
•cation  wtts  onder  several  donvei^rfC'  tcriumz  Cbe^  l&ot 
3of  tbme,  a  gentlemm  of  tbe  Uniwrsity  pf  Giflsgowv 
fXMessftrg  oftcoK^mon  skill  )n  the  litersitdiinenofrGrcBBe 
and  Rorfie/dnd  •qualified  to  kindle  ki^lifefdpoird  iiimv\ 
-a  padsiovi  for  the  fedrnmgiin  wtidh  be  MaikclFtekcd^ 
jfed,  i^as  the  dtre^r  ofhfB  studleaffor  s^ertir]jpefin}.> 

In  tl)f0  year'  <767,  Mr/Ouseley  fnadean  excor^Epiii^ 
m  finisbiog  of.  his  education^  to  visitPariSy  9Yk1^^^)€9v. 
feet  biriiseTf  hi  the  kYK>irie«ige  and  fcmittar*use  of 
^the  French  lartgoage.  After  >  tesidctKie  6f  some 
montha  in  that  capital,  he  returned,  through  Nor* 
4Qandy,  ta  England* 

In  the  year  Mlowityg,  :fae  entered  the  lanny,  by 
jmrchashtg  -a  tornetcy  in  the  Sth 'regidietit  of  dra^i 
goons,     JHie  jbrned  his  regiment  while  ft  y^as  qaar- 
tered  in  Ireland )  and,  sood  after,  purchased  a  Uet|.  - 
.fcenlticy  in  the  same  corps. 

The  military  profession,  to  ^rtran  of  a  tmlj  inger 

nnooai  tnmA  iffiproted  by  eairly  eottolt^ .  affords  ad- 

iratitages  the  most  eligible'  for  that  atody, .  obaefrva* 

fickiiy  ^od  practice  in  the  varieties  of  soda)  rnter-' 

coDfae,  which  ara  to  endow  tbe  intellect  with  2^ 

,  truest  y^ealth^  art  ta  bestow  ibe  last  zt^aturity  opon 

jadgmbnt^  alad  the  highest  polish  of  scntiiof^t. 

>'  Mr;Ou8oley  having  entered  tbe  army  with  a  fit  tMm 

of  cnkidind  character,  naturaUy  aoagbt  in  literatuia 

•a  reMHirca  for  aOousenicoC  in  tbe  Idao^of  country' 

'^oartera.   Tht  study  of  antic^kiea,  whicb  preaeots  so 

many  images  of  grattdeur  and  tcndeFaess  Xq  interest 

*1he  ftnagination  and  the  heart,  was  that  for  which  be 

first  ooncoive'd  a  passionate  curiosity.    It  led  l)im  in- 

I  sensibly 
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KtnuUyintotbekindred  study  <^ the  ancient  languages 
af  the  East ;  the  Hebrew,  Arabic,  and  Berstan. 

What,  indeed,  can  be  more  natural,  than  te  pn>- 
ceed,  by. sucb a  gradation,  from  enquiries  concerning 
the  monuments  of  the  history  of  the  ancients,  and  the 
remains  of  their  arts,  to  the  study  of  their  languages  i 
The  power  to  trace  the  relations  of  etynnology,  is  one 
of  the  master-keys  which  open  to  the  knowledge  of 
•oti^aityt  The  history  of  the  origin,  the  descents, 
the  filiations,  and  the  cognations  of  words,  if  philo- 
flophically  written,  noight  involve  the  whole  history 
of  human  arts  and  institutions.  We  cannot  exa^ 
mine  the  ancient  and  modem  languages  of  Europe, 
without  tracing  them  all  to  the  three  grand  sources  of 
the  Cekic,  the  Gothic, and  the  Sclavonic;  and  among 
tbese,  again,  we  easily  discern  so  many  things  to  be 
in  common,  that  they  must  be  considered  as  radically 
ttieand  the  same :  while,  in  the  Persian,  the  Hebfew, 
and  tbe  Arabio^  we  can  discover  an  agreement,  in 
primary  words,  with  the  Celtic,  Gothic,  and  Sclavonic, 
that  may  seem  almost  to  conduct  us  up  to  the  know- 
ledge of  one  original,  universal  language,  on  which 
all  others  are  variously  engrafted,  without  the  do* 
stmctioa  of  the  stem.  Erudition  is,  amid  such  m» 
vestigattoBs,  exalted  into  philosophy :  and,  the 
study  of  languages  expands  and  elevates  the  mind  by 
filling  it  with  the  noblest  conceptions,  and  by  teacb- 
iog  it  to  embrace,  as  it  were  at  once^  the  history  of 
all  ages  and  of  all  nations. 

In  the  retirennent  in  which  Mr.  Ouseley  began  the 
study  of  the  Eastern  tongues,  he  had  no  helps  in  thia 
atudy^  but  those  of  books.    But  the  fiimous  Cl6nar4 

H  b  2  began 


468  9iR    WILLIAM   OVMtsRn 

began  his  acquisttion  ofa  skill  in  the  Arabic  languagti 
by  reading,  in  an  Arabic  vemon  of  the  psalter,  those 
.})roper  names  which  be  might  soppose  to  be  the  same 
in  the  Arabic  as  in  tbe  Hebrew,  and  thus  labooring 
to  distinguish  the  form&  and  sounds  of  the  difierent 
characters  in  which  the  names  were  in  tbe  i^nknown 
language  exj^rcsscd.  Sir  William  Jones  was  nrnch' 
more  indebted  to  his  own  ardeat  industry  aod  g&> 
nius,  than  to  any  aid  of  instructors,  for  the  success 
with  which  bo  con^cjuered  ail  the  difficnUies  of  the 
most  abstruse  oriental  learning;  Mr.  Ouseley  was 
not  less  boldly  industrious,  and  therefore  not  less 
fortunate  in  the  same  studies,  than  either  of  the  au* 
thors  of  these  two  illustrious  examples. 

Early  in  tbe  spring  of  the  year  179^^9  the  regiment 
to  which  he  belonged  was*  ordered  on  foreign  sei^ 
vice.  At  Ostend,  under  the  immediate  command 
of  General  Richard  Whytc,  they  joined  tbe  Austrian 
army.  The  Fncncb,  however,  with  whom,  they  were 
soon  engaged  in  difierent  skirmishes,  prevented  their 
•junction  with*  the  troops  under  the  Ehxke  of  York. 
On-  the  8tb  of  -May,  a  general  action  was  fought  be- 
4jMAeea  tbe  diied  ahny.aod  tbe  French,  in  which  the 
8th  regiihcnt  of  dragoons  had  a  conspicuous  part. 
'At  a.'VtUage  between  Wcrvick  and  Commines,  a 
•jE^quadron  of.  tbe  British  cavalry  was  nearly  cut  in 
pieces  ;  and  among. tbe  losses  of  the  8th  regiment, 
ISO  many  of  the  supfirior  officers  fell,  that  Mr.  Ouseley 
remained  first  lieutenant,  after  the  engagement  of 
the  day  was  over*  By  Gk:neral  Why te,  and  by  (Co- 
.Ibncl  Hart  who. had  the  command  of  the  regiment;, 
he  was  warmly  Fecommcnded  to  the  Cbmmander-in* 

Chief 
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Chief  for  appointment  to  a  t/oop  of  which  the  com* 
mand  was  vacant.  But  his  wishes,  and  these  good 
c^ffices  of  his  frii&nds,  were  disappointed. 

At  the  close  of  the  campaign,  therefore,  he  obtain- 
ed leave  to  sell  his  commission  ;  and  left  the  service. 
He  spent  some  of  the  winter  months  at  the  Univer- 
sity of  Leyden ;  where  he  took  pleasure  in  the  in- 
spection of  the  valuable  orienta!  manuscripts  preserv- 
ed in  its  library ;  and  renewed  his  studies  in  Hebrew^ 
under  a  learned  Jew  of  the  synagogue  of  Dort. 
•  On  his  return  to  London,  he  began  to  prepare  fix 
the  press,  a  curious  work,  which  he  made  public,  under 
the  title  of  Persian  Miscellanies^  in  the  year  1795.    • 

Persia,  a  country  later  in  the  origin  of  its  popular 
lation,  it  may  be,  than  Hindostan,  Assyria,  and 
Egypt,  was,  however,  for  as  much  as  can  be  disco- 
vered from  the  monuments  of  ancient  history,  oc- 
cupied by  human  inhabitants  sooner  than  almost 
any  other  region  of  the  surface  of  the  globe.  At  an 
early  period  in  the  history  of  Persia,  as  a  seat  of  do- 
minion, it  appears  to  hav«  had  letters,  and  an  order 
of  priests,  the  guardians  of  the  knowledge  and  litera- 
ture of  the  country.  Yet,  from  the  Jews,  who,  of 
the  nations  from  whom  the  w<est  bos  been  illuminat- 
ed, had  the  first  intercourse  with  the  Persians,  wc 
have  little  or  no  information  concerning  their  litera-r 
ture.  The  Greeks  have  commemorated  the  philoso- 
phy and  theology  of  2^rdusbt,  the  existence  and 
some  of  the  actions  and  practices  of  the  magi,  with 
a  few  of  the  revolutions  of  civil  and  military  power, 
but  arc  not  known  to  have  transported  any  Persian 

H  h  3  manuscripts 
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manuscripti  into  Europe,  and  have  not  preserved 
translations  of  any  Persian  books.     The  ruins  of 
Persepoiis  shew  the  ancient  written  G|(iuti<£lers  of  the 
Persians  to  have  been  of  a  peculiarity  to  which  we 
can  scarcely  yet  find  a  key,  and  in  which  there  are 
now  few  or  no  other  remains.     Chronicles  were  re* 
gularly  kept,  even  before  the  Greciai>  conquest,  at 
the  transactions  of  the  Persian  court  and  govern* 
mcnt.    But,  even  till  the  Roman  and  Parthian  con- 
quests destroyed  the  Greek  empire  in  Asia,  the  Ian* 
gnage  and  learning  of  the  Persian^  bad  made  small 
progress  toward  that  exact  state  in  which  they  exkl 
at  the  present  day.     It  is,  since  the  era  of  the  Par* 
tbian   conquests  ;  under    the    succession  of  those 
tnonarchs  who  were  contemporary  with  the  empe* 
rors  of  Rome  and  of  the  lower  Greek  empire ;  under 
the   Mahometan   princes  who   have  reigned  tber^ 
since  the  Persians  became  proselytes  to  the  law  of 
Mahomet;  amidst  the  prepress  of  the  arts  of  luxury,, 
the  extension  of  trade,  and  the  fluctuations  of  domi* 
nion  ;  that  the  Persian  language  has,  gradually,  be* 
come  one  of  the  most  elegant,  the  most  copious,  and 
the  most  universally  prevalent  of  those  in  the  East ; 
while  all  the  spoils  of  the  history,  science,  and  Ittera*^ 
ture  of  the  East  have  beeny  from  time  to  time,  de* 
posited  in  its  books.     By   the  con^unicatiops  of 
trade  from  the  Persian  gulpb ;  by  the  colonizations 
of  those  who  are,  in  India,  called  the  Parsees,  the 
worshippers  of  fire;  as  well  as  by  events  arising  from 
the  Mogul  conquests  ;  the  Persian  has  become  the 
favourite  language  of  trade,  politics^  and  el^[{mt  li* 

terature. 


tfii;aloi^  e«a  froQo  the  oonfine^  of  AxsAm  itfid  l^rit 
tQ  tb^  ;W^^n  Hmts  of  the  Gbioese  ^inpcre»  The 
jMud^pf  it  ^r^is^sa  n  fmupprt,  by  whkh  the  traveb* 
Icr  may  obtain  access  to  all  that  is  most  respeotabk^ 
10  the  )i(g^)ar  or4ef8  of  sclciety  in  the  East:  and  it 
udIoc)^  the  stores  of  aiiiiosi  all  nwclera  oriortai  leanir 
ing.enti  history.  Iti  France,  the  Persian  laoguagc 
was  studied,  with  some  sttocess»  even  in  the  latter 
part  of  the  8e\'enteeQth  ceatury,  by  the  diaciples  of 
that  semmacy,  in  which  Louts  XIV.  wished  to  forn 
peraoos  who  should  serve  aa  interpreters  its  his  em^ 
|>0dsie$ « to  Turkey,  and  other  parts  of  the  Easfcb 
It  was  studied  also  at  Rome,  for  the  sake,  of  the 
propagation  of  the  gospd ;  by  the  Portuguese,  in  con<» 
sequen.ce  of  their  intercourse  with  India;  and  by  thp 
Putcb,  while  they  pursued  the  same  career  of  trade 
aud  oonquest,  and  strove  to  occupy  exclusively  the 
dqiPUiiop  and  navigation  of  the  Persian  gulpb.  By 
|he  British)  it  was  neglci^ed  almost  till  the  era  when 
the  East-India  Company  became  great  territorial 
lords  in  Hindostan.  An  acquaintance  with  it  has 
l^f  n,  since  that  time,  indispensibly  necessary  in  at 
le^fltt  9^  certain,  proportion  of  the  civil  and  military 
«^rvaats  of  the  Company.  To  Dow,  Gladwin, 
Scott,  Sir  William  Jones,  and  a  multitude  oL  other 
^mii^eat  oriental  scholars,  we  owe  translations  of 
Persian  books,  and  didactic  works  introductory  ta 
the  knowledge  of  the  Persian  language,  which  en* 
courage  us  to  eipect,  that  the  whole  treasures  of 
Fersian  iiterature  aaay  be,  at  length,  transfused  into 
English  s  and.thaty  on  the  other  bandf  to  the  advan^ 

H  h  4  tage 
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tage  alike  oiFbar  learning  and  our  trade,  Engliabnien 
.  may  besoon^  at  least,  as  generally  ^nasters  of  tlie  Ian- 
•goagd  of  Persia,  as  they  are  of  the  Greek;  the  Italian, 
or  the  German* 

:Towaiid  this  use  did  Mr.  Oufteley  contribute  bis 
Persian  Miscellanies.  Of  that  work,  it  was  the  im** 
soediate  object  to  facilitate  to  beginners  the  read-^ 
jog  of  manoscripts  in  this  language.  The  niskU,  the 
taiik,  and  the  shekesieh,  are  three  sorts  of  hand* 
writing  in  use  among  tht  Persians.  The  nishki  is 
common  to  the  Persians  with  the  Arabians  among 
whom  it  had  its  origin.  The  talik  is  the  ckissical 
hand-writing  of  the  Persians,  which  they  prefer  in  all 
those  cases  in  which  we  should  be  disposed  to  em* 
ploy  the  most  splendid  and  elegant  pHnting.  The 
shekesteh  is  the  running  hand  of  business,  in  which 
the  tules  and  formalities  of  the  correct  msUd  are 
carelessly  violated,  and  the  modes  of  the  taUk  are, 
likewise,  freely  intermingled.  Contractions  and 
^  combinations  of  letters,  scarce  giiided  by  any  cer* 
tain  rule,  abound  in  all  these  species  of  writing, 
to  a  degree  that  makes  it  long  extremely  difficult  for 
the  student  to  read  them  at  sight.  In  the  first 
chapters  of  the  Persian  Miscellanies,  Mr.  Ousdey 
explains  those  varieties  in  the  location  and  abbre- 
viiition  of  the  letters  in  words,  which  are  the  most 
]ike]y  to  defy  the  skill  of  a  reader  of  small  ex^ 
perience.  This  bumble  part  of  grammatical  litera- 
ture he  has  contrived  to  adorn  with  flowers  c^  bio- 
graphical  anecdote,  and  of  criticism  on  the  beaoties  of 
works  of  taste  in  tb^  Persiaq  language.    As  he  pnvr 

ceed^ 
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cecdff- through  Ihe  series  of  bis  chapters^  he  rises,  still 
more  and  more  from  the  mere  elucidation  of  th« 
difficulties  and  coAtnictions  in  the  graphical  art,  to 
elegant  literary  Imecdote,  and  to  the  exposition  of 
sofhc  i>f  the  peculiar  .beauties  of  the  Persian  poets; 
In  the  whole^  it.  would  be  difficult  to  imagine  the 
existence  of  a  bodk  better  adapted  to  serve  as  an  as* 
stfltant  to  the  student  ^struggling  and  hesitating,  amid 
the  pain  of  bis  6rst  attempts^  to  decypher  the  obscu- 
rity of  Persian  manuscripts ;  or  fitter  taallure  one  on* 
%ard  to  explore  the  whole  treasures  of  Persian  learn* 
iDg,  by  filling  the  whole  fancy  with  the  most  cap- 
tivating  anticipation  of  its  charms.  To  these  merits 
this  publicationadds  also,  that  of  being  written  with 
uncommon  elegance  of  English  style,  with  justness  of 
reisflon  and  of  taste,  with  the  happiest  propriety  of  sen- 
timent. It  was  received  with  due  favour  by  the  Public, 
who  deemed  it  an  honour  to  the  name  of  a  British 
soldier,  that  there  should  have  been  in  the  army,  a 
gentleman  who,  before  he  was  full  five  and  twenty 
years  of  age,  could  distinguish  himself  by  professional 
skill  and  gallantry,  to  merit,  on  the  most  critical  oc- 
casions, the  high  approbation  of  his  commanding  offi- 
cers,  by  a  skill  so  nice  and  critical  in  the  most  use- 
ful of  the  languages  of  the  East,  and  by  such  power 
of  manly,  unaffected  eloquence  in  writing  in  his  na- 
tive English  tongue.     . 

Soon  after  this  period,  Mr.  Ouseley,  obtaining  the 
rank  of  Major  in  the  Ayrshire  regiment  of  fencibie 
4i^gooQ6,  joined  that  corps  at  the  city  of  Carlisle.* 
At  C^rlisle^  in  the  beginning  of  the  year  17961  he 

married 
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noarried  a  yocmg  tady^  of  great  beaaty  and  aoeom^ 
lilishiiiente,  the  daughter  of  Colonel  John  Irriag^aiid 
niece  to  General  Paalus  Emiltm  Irvtng. 
'  In  the  coiytimied  study  of  oriental  literature,  Major 
Ooseley  becaane  tke  purchaser  of  several  large  tollec* 
tions  of  eastern  manoeeripta.  He  wished  to  render 
bia  possession  of  these  treasures,  as  immediately  and  as 
highly  as  possible,  of  use  to  the  pohKc.  la  the  year 
*!  7 97 9  therefore,  be  published,  from  those  manuscripts 
ebieily,  the  fir$t  number  of  Oriental  CoUe^ons^  &e. 
a  woti^  which  has  been  aince,  at  intervals^  cocitinued 
in  nine  succeeding  numbers.  These  coH^dlions^ 
containing,  beside  extra^s  and  translations  fixHn  ma* 
nnseriptsin  theeditor^s  own  possession,  likewise  dia** 
aertatioDs  by  himself  and  others,  on  various  obacora 
and  interesting  topics  in  the  learning  and  history 
cf  the  East,  accounts  of  unpublished  works  in  the 
criental  languages  which  were  not  in  Major  Oose^ 
ley's  own  hands,  illustrations  of  difficulties  in  the  an** 
cient  history  of  some  of  the  nations  of  the  west  by  the 
lights  of  eastern  learning,  with  other  articles  equally 
adapted  to  make  Persian,  Arabian,  and  Sanscrit  lite- 
rature popular  in  Europe,  have  been  received  with 
great  and  deserved  favour  by  the  public  in  both  Birt* 
tain  and  India,  and  have  procured  to  their  editor 
very  high  estimation  among  the  erudite  scholars  of 
the  present  age. 

His  regiment  being,  after  some  time,  reduced  ;  he 
fixed  his  residence  in  London  ;  and  with  unremitting 
perseverance  continued  his  accustomed  studies.  In 
1799>  I^G  g^ve  to  the  world  another  fruit  of-  these, 

under 
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iHKler.tJie  title  of  a»/^  Epitome  oftbe  Ancieat  Hi8« 
tory  of  Persia  :'*  a  work  o(  great  utiKtjTt  tbongh  ia 
a  form  peculiarly  mode»t  aod  unoateiitBtious.  . 
•  tiifi  writings  wene  read  and  admired  by  meo  of 
learning  ia  various  eouotrieSt  ^ho  were  not  back** 
wArd.  in  public  testimouias  of  their  just  esteem  for 
the  autbor.  He  was  hence,  without  aolieitation^ 
adopted  as  an  associate  by  the  membem  of-  various 
academies,  ai>d  favoured  with  honorary  gmduatioa 
in  different  uoi  versities.  Of  these  there  wa^  ^ooe  ia 
itself  more  bonoorable^  none  we  believe  more  accept^ 
able  to  Mr.  Ouselcy,  than  a  diploma  for  the  degree 
of  dodor  of  laws,  presented  to  him  from  the  UnU 
versity  of  Dublin.  The  rules  under  which  the  ho^ 
floors  of  gradoatton  are  there  usually  conferred^ 
preserve  degrees,  with  remarkable  vigilance  and  jea^ 
lousy^  from  being  prostitused  to  the  unworthy.  And; 
so  rarely  docs  the  University  overstep  those  rules,  to 
bestow  its  distin61ions  on  extraneous  literary  merit; 
that,  as  was,  on  this  occasion,  justly  observed,  Dr. 
S^nucl  Johnson  was  the  last  person  who  had  receiv- 
ed from  that  body  the  same  testimony  of  esteem 
with  which  they  now  honoured  Mr.  Ouseley. 

He  went,  in  consequence  of  this,  on  a  visit  to 
Dublin,  to  offer  his  thanks  personally  to  the  members 
of  the  University.  During  his  stay  there,  he  waited 
on  the  Marquis  of  Cornwallis,  Lord  Lieutenant  of 
Ireland,  in  bis  court  at  Dublin  Castle ;  and  had  the 
honour  to  present  to  his  Lordship  a  volume  of  the 
Oriental  Colledions,  The  Marquis  of  Comwallia^ 
from  the  circumstances  of  his  own  services  in  India, 

knew 
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kfiiw  the  importance  of  ericounigihgzeal  sa  ardent 
as  that  of  Mr.  Ouseley^  jiithe  culture  of  oriental  lite- 
rature. He«  therefore,  bestowed,  on  him  in  the  ho- 
nour of  knighthood,  a  distindion  that  might  well  be 
grateful  equally  to  the  schdar  and  the  soMier. 

In  the  year  1800,  Shr  William  Oa^eley  had  the 
(lonour  to  present  to  his. Majesty  at  St*  Jaroes^  a  copy 
of  a  new  fruit'of  his  learned  labours,  a   translation 
of  the  "  Oriental  Geography  o/Ebu  Haukal,"    This 
work  appears  to  have  been  written  in  the  beginning 
of  the  tenth  century  of  the  Christian  arra.     Ezclud* 
ing  those  parts  of  Africa  which  were  inhabited  by  ne- 
groes, strangers  to  the  Mahometan  faith,  and  that 
part  of  Europe  which  was  possessed  by  the  Christians; 
H  sketches  the  geography  of  the  rest  of  the  world, 
^m  Gibraltar  eastward  to  India,  comprehending  all 
the  countries  in  which  Mahometism  was  then  pro 
fessed.    The  author,  of  whose  personal  history  there 
18  now  little  known,  appears  to  have  been,  like  H^ 
jnodotufl,  a  great  traveller.    He  has  visited  many  of 
the  countries  which  he  describes.     Their  political 
divisions  in  the  tenth  century,  their  natural  bounda- 
ries, the  states  of  freedom  and  dominion  in  which 
their  inhabitants  were  respedlively  placed,  many  of 
the' traditionary  fables  in  the  antiquities  of  their  his^ 
tory,  and  many  particulars  respedling  the  state  of  their 
arts,  manners,  and  customs,  are  in  this  work  inte- 
restingly displayed.     Its  translation  into  English  is, 
to  us,  like  the  eflpusion  of  a  sudden  light  across  a  part 
of  a  cavern  that  had  been  entirely  hid  in  darkness, 
jor  like  to  the  recovering  of  the  ruins  of  another  Pom.- 
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Jut  |si  often  incprre^  lifl.  t«f  ^itimAtion.  of  diflftanoe*, 
^adthat  the.hi§tori<^lJa<a«.wfaicb  hB;;ve«>tio«i»  <!« 
DOt  always  appear  with  the  evidence  of  sufficieatcro- 
4iliirity.  But,  even.ifa  ti«dg  twppilfoaibns,  bis  *jork 
Ji^  a.vaU^  jaa :affo!fd|j)g  mi  kisfwce  of.  whtt;^;ls  ibe 
.precise  state!  of  knowlpdge  jond  liberal  enquiry  9ihon|: 
tb6  learoj^d  Mahpm^aiia QtC  the  age  ia. which  ht 
livedo  .o    ;    ,    ,     . 

.  Sir  William  iO.uselcy's  ocx^ipidilication  furnished  a 
specimen  of  the  manner  io^wh'ich)the  moralists  of  the 
cast  often  pontrive  .to  tise  those  fiAions  in.  which  the 
vulgac. and  ignorant  deUgbt^  as  vebicka.  of  ethical 
and  political .  in^trM^lioh  *  li;  .was  a  translatioa.iof  a 
Persian  •Wf)ijc,  nam^d  Bakhtyer  Nameb,  Or,  "  Tales 
of  Biikhty^  and  thie  Ten  Viziers/*  We  have  -pe^ 
ruacd  it. with  tgreat  pleasure ;  .and  are  satisfied  that  it 
mastJopgbe'.a  favorite  mth.^nglisb  readers.  It  is 
contained  in  a  single  o6la^vo:VQlume. 

fie^e  thdse  three  species  of  hand-writing  .which 
have  been  inentioned  as  being  m  use  in  Persian  It- 
terature>  there  is  another  more  ancient,  which,  $ipict 
the  Mahometan  conqui^t  of  Persia,  has  gone >nta  dis- 
use, and  is  now  no  longer  certainly  understood.  [It 
is  denominated  the pek/avi,  and  appears  still  in  sooae 
ancient  jjnscriptions.  In  18.Q1,  Sir  William  Qufieley, 
in  a  paper  of  learned  and  ingenious  ''Observations 
on  some  Gems  and  Medals  bearing  inscriptionsfin  the 
Pahlavn  or  ancient  Persiftk  cbaradlers,"  produced  a 
specimen  of  his  diligence  to  introduce  new  light 

even 
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3«mn  inttolii^  deepert  dbtellriote^^PmsiMl  fitemtim^ 
-utid  an-ftlidoMestibte  protff  tbat  ttltne  wM  id  this  pr^ 
fkKMi  Viothkig  t(k>  dark  iGifi  ^d«k»3^  the  perspicft- 
^itf4ff'lA^  tfnderstandibg^  a^d  th6  energieGl  of  his  gt* 

%^tiie  university  t^&oifcock,  Sir  WiSliain  Ouse- 
jey '-  bfls  betfti  creaSed^  a  >do6h>r  tn  {^losophy.  He 
ii«8 1>ee«)  e)66ted  a  felidW  of  the  Royal  Society  of 
jSdinbic^rl^b)  a  member  c(  the  Amatick  Society  at  CaU> 
cutta^  a  member  also  of  the  Royal  Academy  of 
4Sbiiei>ocsat  Gottihgen,  Md  of  aeveral  literary  socie- 
tiisl^  'The  aothois  of  tbe^Jouraalaof  CritioiaiD^  whick 
^tt  published  in  Londoo,  and  in  Pratice,  and  *Ger^ 
imany^  have  reriewed  hia  learned  ^oika  with  the  test^ 
^mmy  of  the  most  liberal  apptauae.  Dr.  Vincent,  the 
"learned  .Dean  of  Westminster^  Mn  Eyiea  Irwin, 
-thp  aiitbor  of  tbc  Pursuits  of  Literatttre,  and  other 
i^miri^tit  meti  of  letters,  have  in  their  writiii|;s  equally 
expresscfd  warm  approbation  of  the  zeal  and  the  aoo- 
cess  of  his  oriental  stedies. 

W/e  regret)  that,  to  this  accDoat  of  the  merits  and 
•^nM'of  a  sohdar  whose  proficiency  in  oriental  leami> 
jng'isrib^gH'e  remarkable  even  than  that  of  Sir  Williaaa 
Jeti^i  'because  it  has  been  attained  without  the  same 
advantfi^  of  academical  leisure  and  assistance,  we 
4)aiinot  add  the  mention  of  encouragement  confeiied 
Ify  hifr  sovereign  or  by  the  East  India  Company,  in 
of&ial* employment,  or  in  pecuniary  rewards^ 

But  although,  for  the  diplomatic,  for  the  malitaiy, 
for  the  commercial,  and  for  the  judicial  aervioe  of 
th»  country,  in  the  east,  it  be  of  the  highest  impor* 

tance 


Itohce  tixtit  we'iUould  baite  alway^  atiidftg  QS  d^greii^ 
ttomhet<i(  men  o^  ir@i4:l^  avki  takot?3^  eipert'  in  ^kt^ 
bckaah  oforieiHidlfasAriyiiigy  aiiii  <^fl({Xib)6«  o€*  dpeid^i t>^ 

etegflfnce^  tbc)ughioFralli:id^'4vav^  derived  extr&Qt^ 
tidry  a'A?  a#tag6s  frbm^be  kt^tit^io^  oT  LdiiU  MV .  Ib«» 
f^kiDg  at  Pdf2^#>M^\i^  ^h^tild'  ^  qtfaI3tetf  td 
031^4}  its  intet^M^etef«%i&bldLCM'i^  tb^gM 

M^tcoiable  tuiscfai^fd  bavi^  iArmn  td  tb^  mlkri^  of 
Bqtaui  frdfn  tbe  ritcfts^ty  m  svhidti  M&  hwd^^ge^Mf 
beob,  wbetber  in  Turkey^  India,  or  Cbini»  ^(ruMJd^ 
to  (he  inteffret^ion  b(  atmng^s  rn  the  ultMafte 
tranaadlion  4)f  baainess ;  tfaougb  a  school  for  tht  eadtf 
cm  kogtui^eamigbt.be^.fbr  an  expeace  comparattveflf 
waally  establisbed  at  tbe  India-house ;   thoagh  otife 
jhonid  imagme^thaty  for  tbe  education  of  tfao^e^rfi^ 
jre  c^eatined  for  the  public  aervice  c^  th^r  coUfYtry', 
acne^  iiKtituition  for  the  Persian,  tbe  San^scrit,  aa4 
tbe  iGfaineae:)aQgnages;^Qld  be  added  to  every  ntS* 
.vicinity  in  tbaie  kingdoms ;  thoogi^  in  Francoi,  Bonii^ 
parte  be  now  winning  every  suflTrage  by  his  zeald^ 
amdi  iiiia|^iMrfi<yeM  patrboage  of  this*  and  every  other 
partof  feirsriiig<stid  Science;  yet,  in  Brttaic«  and  I#4- 
land^'ofa  ibattie  i! '  there  is  nothing  poblrdy    done 
t0  padkliote^  the  kqowJedgeof  a  literature,  intiqaatlrty 
coHtfisdiied  vtitfa  the  government  of  more  than  twenty 
.imflkms  ^  oursubjeds,-«nothing  that  is  not  abM- 
'.faildy  Mtoptedfrofn  our  supremely  barbanous  aversMti 
'tfnd^iitdifierence,  by  the  in vincibie  necessity  of  n^- 
vtvrm  and  bf  buatiess.    Sir  William  Jones,  bi<i  he  n%t 
'.ibotNl  otfafifr  recocnmendattons  than  bis  abiiiltes  ^as  :a 
laii^er  and  bis  skill  in  oriental  literatore,  might  fbl- 

sibly 
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mh\y  have  seen  the  cbief-juadceship  at  Caleutta  denied 
to  him,  that  it* might  be  beat^ed  on  any  of  tfaemaBt 
illiterate  ofhi^brothrea  at  the:  .Engtiah  bar :  and  it 
w^re  de||»diun:  ip^as  to  hopQ,  that  .tJboae  wbp  posaesa 
t^e  patrpqageii)  India  sSaix^  9boiitd^.  id  the  ioatimce 
^^friilfilliafft  0|i»c|ey,  ei^ercisc^  in  favour  <xf  their 
f^ouptFj;  a  dii^ifqioient  and  a  iDobiie;4i9interested  pre- 
lerencjB  of  m^fit^  which  they  have  not  hitherto  abewn* 
;  ^BulKthi^fgeiDtleaian  has  aowa.rkputatidh  la  these 
atddici^  to  auataioy .  the  care  of  virbicb  ho  diaeouragc- 
pnc^nt  i^bOuId  tetnpt  bimLto.abandSh.r  Havthgdond 
W»  much  at  so.^riy  an  age  ;.  hoihas  thus  justified  ex* 
pe6l^tiini5J'n  the  learned  world,,  which  are  rioteasiiy 
'$o.  be  satisfied ;  and  has  virtually  'oQ0traded  obTiga^ 
tionsitpwards  it,  which  it  will  require. the  most  ai^dent 
Msieurof  bis  .whoie  future  life  gloriously  to  discharge. 
,The  task  j^  tircfaious :  but  high  and  sure. is  the  ptixe, 
lof  conscious  utility,  and  of  indestru&ible  notation: 
Xnough-vsenough'to  an  exalted  and  gefaeeous.  nliod ; 
though  every:  meaner  and  more  sordid  ratord  ahoold 
.be  entirely  withheld  I  ;    : 

V  If  we  Ixi.not  misinformed^.he  is  now  prqiaring  to 
pqr^ue^  ^^itb  new  zeal,  theillostrkmsjpabeer  on  which 
he>haseht6red.  For  some*years  be  baa  been  etoployed 
on  a^great  .work  on  Asiatic  geography.  EortbesdcB 
ofenqutriis,  which  he  thinks  necessary  to  bring  that 
work  to  due  perfe^ion^  he  intends  shortly,  to  make:  a 
journey  to  Pedsta,  and  to  visit  the  otber  conntriea  .of 
the  east.  How  much  might  not  tl\e  adveAtores  and 
^  researches  of  such  a  traveller  contribjite  .to  ;efi]afge 
..and  corredl  ciur  present  knowledge. of  ^be  atate  of 
those  regions i    :  .  i    .  .:':     ..  i./Rt-fl*-.' 


.    (     4»1     ) 

SIR  FRANCIS  BURDETT. 

• 

THIS  zealous  advocate  of  the  cause  of  liberty  and 
butnanity  is  descended  from  an  ancient  family,  whose 
origin  may  be  traced^  in  an  uninterrupted  succession, 
to  the  time  of  William  the  Conqueror,  Hugh  Bur- 
dett  came  into  England  with  William  in  the  year 
1066»  and  his  son,  Sir  William  Burdett,  distinguished 
himself  in  the  Holy  Wars. 

In  the  year  1618  Sir  Francis  Burdett,  knight, 
-was  created  a  Baronet.  This  gentleman  was  cele- 
brated for  his  hospitality  and  beneficence :  he  built 
and  endowed,  at  hi^  own  private  cost,  the  church  of 
Foremark  in  Derbyshire,  which  was  consecrated  in 
the  year  1 662,  and  called  St.  Saviour-s. 

,Sir  Robert  Burdett;^  grandfather  to  the*  present 
Baronet,  succeeded  to  the  title  and  estate  in  the  year 
1739;  he  was  many  years  member  of  parliament  for 
Tamworth ;  he  married  the  daughter  of  Sir  Charles 
Sedley  of  Nutball,  in  the  county  of  Nottingham,  by 
whom  he  had  several  c)iildren;  among  these  was 
Francis,  who  in  the  year  1767  married  Eleanor 
Jones,  daughter  and  coheiress  of  William  Jones, 
Esq.  of  Rarasbury,  in  Wiltshire,  but  died  before 
bis  father.  Sir  Robert.  His  surviving  sons  were  Ro- 
bert, Francis,  and  Jones;  the  former  was  unfor- 
tunatply  drowned  in  descending  one  of  the  cataradls 
on  the  Rhine,  and  Francis,  the  subject  of  this  memoir, 
succeeded  to  the  title  and  estate  at  the  death  of  his 
^grandfather,  Sir  Robert. 
:    i802-3.  T^'  Sir 
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Sir  Francis  was  educated  at  Westminster  school ; 
and  after  having  spent  some  time  at  (hfe  irtiiversity,  he 
made  a  tour  of  the  continent  about  the  year  1790. 
He  was  at  Paris  at  an  early  period  of  the  late  revo- 
lutioD^  and  remained  there  a  considerable  time,,  but 
regarded  the  important  and  rapidly  changing  events 
of  that  epoch,,  as  they  would  strike  the  eye  of  an  un- 
int^ercsted  spectator,  rather  than   with  the  attention 
of  a  politician,     it  is  true  he  sometimes  attended 
the  Natibnal  Assembly,  and   the  clubs  that   were 
distinguished  at  Paris,  but  it  is  equdly  certain  that 
he  felt  little  or  no  interest  in  the  topics  of  discus- 
i^on  that   agitated   the  breasts  of  the  contending 
parties.     We  are  not  able  to  ascertain  the  exact 
period  of  his  return  from  the  continent,  but  in  the 
year  1796,  he  was,  through  the  interest  of  the  Duke 
of  Newcastle,  returned  a  member  of  parliament  for 
Boroughbridge,  in  Yorkshire,     From  that  period  to 
the  present,  he  has  been  indefatigable  in  the  per- 
formance of  all  those  duties  which  attach  to  a  member 
of  the  British  Legislature.     He  lias  Dot  been  con- 
tented with  merely  attending  in  his  place  on  all  itn- 
portant  occasions:  he  has  himself,  and  sometimes 
almost  alone,  agitated  questions  involving  the  dearest 
interests  of  his  fellow-citizens. 

One  of  the  first  acts  of  Sir  Francis's  political  life 
was  an  open,  avowed,  and  unreserved  declaration  of 
his  sentiments,  as  a  friend  to  a  reform  in  the  Com- 
mons House  of  Parliament.  At  one  of  the  most 
respectable  and  numerous  meetings  ever  held  in 
London,  Sir  Francis  very  readily  took  the  chair,  and 

in 
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in  an  animated  speech  declared  his  opinion  on  this 
subject,  and  his  resolution  to  pursue  it  by  every 
legal  means. 

We  cannot  attempt  to  follow  this  gentleman  in  all 
his  parliamentary  career,  short  as  it  has  been,  because, 
in  a  work  of  this  kind,  sufficient  latitude  cannot  be 
allowed  'to  enter  into-  the  detail:  we  must  be  con- 
tented to  draw  a  sort  of  outline,  by  collecting  some 

« 

of  the   more   prominent   features   which  have  dis- 
tinguished his  conduct. 

Sir  Francis  had  not  Jong  been  seated  in  St.  Ste- 
phen's Chapel' before  he  avowed  himself,  in  the  most 
.  unequivocal  manner,  a  friend  of  the  rights  of  the 
people.     He  enlisted  under  the  banners  of  freedom, 
and  declared  an  open  hostility  to  every  act  inimical 
to  the  liberties  of  Britons.     Upon  almost  every  ques- 
tion relative  to  the  late  war,  he  joined  issue  with  the 
piinisters,  exposed  the  weakness  of  their  measures, 
the  futility  of  their  attempts  to  subjugate  France, 
and  the  certain  disgrace  which  must  inevitably  attend 
the  prosecution  of  their  schemes.   The  speech  which 
he  delivered  on  the  third  of  January,  1798,  in  the 
House  of  Commons,  on  the  assessed  taxes,  was  re- 
{^te  with  argument-and  sound  reasoning:  it  shewed 
that,  notwithstanding  the  youth  of  the  orator,  it  was 
.the  result  of  deep  thought,  and  sound  political  prin- 
ciples.    In  answer  to  the  minister,  who  called  upon 
4iie  country  to  make  any  and  every  sacrifice  for  the 
purpose  of  continuing  the  war,  anticipating  certain 
success  if  the  house  would  be  liberal  in  its  supplies. 
Sir  Francis  said,  in  a  spirited  tone  : 

I  1  2  ''  We 
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**  Wc  seem  to  imagine  that  wt  bave  dtily  to  assemble  wirhm 
these  walls  to  devise  ways  and  means  for  extracting  lai^g^e  suns' 
of  money  from  the  country ;  then  we  are  told  our  embarrassmeatt 
will  be  relieved,  and  our  enemies  will  be  dismayed. 

*^  But,  Sir,  we  must  first  cleanse  away  those  foul  corruptions 
which  the  present, minister  has  caitied  beyond  any  former  ex« 
ample  ;  which  unnerves  c\'ery  heart  and  evcty  arm,  and  deprives 
Qs  of  that  vigour  and  courage,  once  characteristic  of  this  now  de- 
graded nation* 

'*  Sir,  money  is  not  the  sinew  of  war*    If  money  were  as  all- 
powerful  as  most  persons,  in  spite  of  experience,  continue  to 
believe ;  I  say  in  spite  of  experience,  for  the  whole  tenor  of  his-* 
tory  seizes  to  prove  the  Cotf'trary,  the  extravagance  of  our  own 
minister  must  have  entitled  him  to  every  advantage ;  and  the  peo* 
pie  of  France  would  long  since  have  been  exterminated."     Sir 
Francis  then  enumerated  the  methods  by  which  the  money  raised 
from  the  people  was  squandered  away ;  and  concluded  with  say** 
ing:  '*  It  is  not  on  adcount  of  the  heavy  pressure  which  this 
mode  of  raising  supplies  must  occasion :  it  is  not  en  account  of 
the  unjust  and  tyrannical  principle  of  the  bill  now  before  you: 
it  is  not  on  account  of  the  waste  and  extravagance  of  government, 
enormous  as  it  is,  that  I  now  false  my  voice  against  granting  the 
supplies  demanded  by  the  minister  :  it  is  because  I  never  xDiU^  at 
any  time,  or  under  any  circumstances,  become  an  accomplice  in 
the  guilt  of  supporting  a  system,  which,  if  it  can  be  supported, 
and  is  to  be  persisted  in,  must  eventually  destroy  the  freedom  of 
ahe  co\intry." 

In  the  following  June,  Sir  Prancid  had  an  oppor^ 
tunity  afforded  him  of  standing  forward  the  avowed 
friend  of  the  liberty  of  the  press.  A  bill  was  brought; 
into  the  house  for  regulating  the  publication  of  news- 
papers,  &c.  which  was  opposed  by  the  leading  mem-* 
bers  of  opposition  as  a  dangerous  innovation*  Sir 
t^'rancis  regarded  it  as  only  part  of  a  plan  which  had 
been  going  on  for  many  years,  and  which  would  cf- 

.  fcctually 
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^tually  undermine  all  that  \V9S  valuable  in  our  ex- 
cellent constitution  as  it  was  settled  at  the  Revolution : 

^'  A  good  and  free  government/'  he  said,  *'  had  ppthing  to 
mpprehend,  and  every  thing  to  bope  fron^  the  liberty  of  the  press^ 
But  despotisn^  comrted  sbadc  and  obscurity ;  it  dreaaed  the  scruti- 
zuzing  eye  of  liberty  ;  and  if  an  arbltrary^disposed  prince^  8Up« 
ported  by  an  unprincipled  minister^  and  backed  by  a  corrupt 
parliament,  wei^  to  cast  about  for  means  to  secure  ^uch  a  triple 
tynuiny,  no  means  better  could  be  devised  than  the  bill  on  the  table^ 

*'Tbe  present  ministers  endeavoured  to  frighten  us  into  met^uresi 
holding  out  the  dread  of  a  revolution,  whilst  themselves  were  the 
greatest,  and  the  only  revolutionists  from  whom  we  had  any 
thing  to  fear ;  from  whom  we  had  suffered  much,  and  had  still 
more  to  expect.  They  had  already  completed  a  great  revolution, 
not  in  favour  of,  but  against  liberty.  He  then  reminded  the  house 
of  the  unconstitutional  measures  daily  introduced,  ojie  of  which 
lie  could  not  forbear  mentioning;  the  infamous  practice,  by  whiqh 
the  whole  law  of  imprisonment  was  changed,  of  sending  men  to. 
those  Bastlles  which  disgraced  the  country  ;  those  private  prisons^ 
where,  under  pretence  of  regulations,  punishments  were  inflicted 
«pon  men  as  illegal  as  they  were  crueh  And  what  were  those 
regulations  so  called  ?  To  keep  men  in  dismal,  heart-sickening 
•olitode,  to  feed  them  on  bread  and  water,  and  that  scanty  too  ; 
to  sentence  them  to  hard  labour,  exacted  by  stripes,  at  the  will, 
perhaps,  of  a  merciless  jailor.  Jf  this  were  not  tyranny,  it  i^as 
iflcipossible  to  define  thfi  term.  It  was  natural  for  such  a  govern* 
Qient  to  .qpmplain  of  the  press ;  it  was  part  of  that  revolution 
"wtiich  had  been  brought  about,  and  which  the  present  bill  would 
secure;  the  seeds  of  which  had  long  been  sown,  and  the  effects 
had  been  foreseen  by  the  wise  J^rd  Chatham,  who  had  warned 
the  country  of  the  danger  and  magnitude  of  the  evil.  Bqt  mir 
nisterial  corruption  blinded  the  nation  then  as  it  did  now ;  and 
tj^ere  was  reason  tp  fear  it  would  end,  as  that  great  statesman  fore-? 
told,  in  the  subversion  of  our  old,  free  constitution,  and  the  esta* 
{)li8hment  of  9  Qern^n  government." 

I  i  3  From 
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From  this  period  we  may  date  the  commencement 
oYSir  Francis  Burdett's  steady  opposition  to  that  sys- 
tem of  confinement  which  seems  to  liave  been  un- 
known in  oyr  land  till  within  these  few  years. 

Sir  Francis  was  not  contented  with  reports  that 
might  be  exaggerated ;  he  was  not  satisfied  with  as- 
sertions made  by  interested  persons,  he  himself  visited 
and  made  himseFf  acquainted  with  all  the  internal 
economy  of  those  prisons.     He  saw  the  sufferings 
of  many,  and  compassionated   their  distresses:   un- 
willing, however,  to  trust  to  the  evidence  of  his  own 
senses  alone,  be  invited  several  respectable  gentle* 
men   both  in  and  out  of  parliament,  to  visit  with  bim 
the  prison  in  Cold  Bath  Fields;  and  having  so  done, 
and  collected  what  he  considered  to  be  the  most 
irrefragable  evidence,  that  the  treatment  of  prisoners 
in  that  place  was  accompanied  with  a  severity,  which 
neither  humanity  nor  policy  could  justify,  he  called 
the  attention  of  parliament  to  the  subject  again  and 

again . 

In  the  debate  on  renewing  the  suspension  of  that 
great  bulwark  of  British  liberty,  the  Habeas  Corpus 
Act  after  having  animadverted  upon  it  as  unne- 
cessary in  the  existing  state  of  public  aff^airs;  as  a  mea- 
sure to  which  no  wise  administration  would  resort, 
but  upon  the  most  urgent  occasions  ;  as  a  measure 
which  more  than  every  other  tended  to  render  in- 
secure i\\  that  was  valuable  to  a  nation,  who  had 
been  accustomed  to  boast  of  their  liberties,  and  the 
speedy  administration  of  justice;  he  called  the  at- 
tention 
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tention  of 'th*  iiouise  to  a*  case  of  great  hardship' 
which  was  toa  wdl  authenticated  to  admit  even  of 
a  doubt.    He  assured  the  house,  that 

'  **  A  number  of  persons  were  brought  up  to  town  from  Man- 
cfaidster  loaded'  with  irons,  and  thrown  .iitto  the  liouscof  oof-' 
llDClJon, 'jh  TOom»  uopr^pii^f .  for  their,,  rcdieption;  and  on  the: 
acx)t  fiay,  when .  exliausted  with,  fatiou^^  with  hands  and  legs 
swolle9>  and  ae^^rcly  galled  with  the  weight  and  frictipn  of  the 
fetters,  they  were  sent  before  the  Privy-Council,  to  be  examined 
on  charges  of  which  they  werl  ignorant,  and,  as  'it  has  since  ap- 
peared, completely  innocent.     He  asked  whether  this  was  4  fit 
lU^d  proper  treatment  for  persons  apprehended  on  suspicion  only^ 
>9^bosc  accusers  were  probably  men  of  doubtful  or  infamous  cha- 
racter ;  and  whether  in  that  situation  they  were  likely  to  be  pos« 
.^essed  of  that  calm  and  steady  recollection  of  mind  necessary  to 
stand  before  so  augost  a  b^y  as  the  Pri>^y-Council  ?     Yet,  while 
file  Habeas  G>rpiis  Act  was  suspended,  there  was  no  redress  for 
lil^H^  ^fUK>cent  Qien,  however  ill  they  were  treated*'* 

Mr.  Aris's  own  accouTi^  ofthls  fact,  as  given  in 
evidence  before  a  committee  of  the  House  of  Com- 
mons, March  18,  1799,  proves  that  ^^^  Francis's 
statement  was  accurate,  for  the  governor  of  that 
prison  says: 

*•  That  when  these  men  arrived  at  the  prison  they  were  all 
heavily  double  ironed,  and  handcuffed  together  ;  that  they  were  all 
thrown  into  one  room  during  the  first  night,  without  a  bed  to  lie 
en,  or  fire  to  warm  them,' though  the  weather  was  severe,  having 
nothing  on  which  they  might  repose  their  weary  limbs,  but  about 
two  ton  of  oakum." 

From  the  same  evidence,  which  cannot  be  sus- 
pected of  being  exaggerated  in  the  prisoners'  behalf, 
Mr.  Aris declares,  that  from  March  till  June  he  treated 
those  persons,  who  were  only  arrested  on  suspicion^ 

I  i  4  in 
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in  the  same  manner  as  he  treated  t&oae  who  wer& 
actual  ly  convicted  of  felony.  His  answer  to  the  ques- 
tion "  whether  'for  three  days  in  a  week  they  did 
^5  not  live  entirely  upon  one  pound  of  bread  per*  day 
^  and  water  only  for  drink  ?  was  ^iven  in  the  follow- 
ing words;  **  Yes;  the  Manchester  people  lived 
**  the  same  as  people  under  conviction*  nanDcly,  meat 
**  and  broth  four  days  in  the  week,  and  bread  and 
"  water  the  other  three/* 

From  this  single  fact  it  is  demonstrated,  that  the 
prison  required  to  be  examined ;  and  Sir  Francis,  by 
his  exertions  on  this  occasion,  merited  the  thanks  of 
his  country.    . 

In  December  he  moved  for  a  list  of  the  names  of 
the  persons  who  had  been  taken  up  under  the  sus^ 
pension  of  the  Habeas  Gorpus  Act.  This  motion  was 
opposed  by  Mr.  Pitt,  and  negatived.  Shortly  after- 
wards, while  Sir  Francis  was  in  the  country,  the 
business  of  the  Coldi-Bath  Fields  Prison  was  taken  up 
in  a  slight  manner  by  some  of  the  friends  of  admi- 
nistration, and  a  committee  appointed  to  enquire  into 
the  state  of  the  prison.  This  committee  was  composed 
of  persons  known  to  be  friendly  in  a  high  degree  to  the 
existing  administration;  yet  from  their  report  it  is 
evident,  that  the  prison  stood  in  need  of  a  complete 
reformation ;  of  the  Governor  they  said  (p.  47) : 

**  \Vc  believe  Mr.  Ans  to  be  very  deficient  in  point  of  obedi- 
ence to  those  rules  which  enjoin  him  to  execute  the  duties  of  his 
office  in  person,  to  see  every  prisoner^  and  to  examine  evety  oell, 
onoe  at  least  is  each  day.' '  In  speaking  of  a  certain  class  of  prison- 
ers (p.  36.)  tbey  say:  *•  We  apprehend  that  prisoners  in  this 
situation  have  but  too  well  khowp  how  to  suit  their  proposals  to 

the 
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the  wants  of  the  governor,  »pd  tjiai  in  fact  Jie  ba;?  been  ^omc'* 

V  «  -  .... 

times  tempted  beyond  wliat  he  has  had  fortitude  to  resist." 

In  connection  with  tbis  part  of  the  report,  y^p  pb- 
serve,  that  in  Mr.  Aris's  ^xacnination  (p.  36  of  ♦the 
Appendix)  he  acknovyledgcs  halving  borrowe4  moncjr 
of  several  prisoners  at  different  times* 

In  p,  41  and  ^a  the  committee  observe,  that  •*  the  space  con- 
tained in  esich  of  the  cells  of  this  prison  is  cerUunlv  not  greater 
than  is  necessary  for  the  hcalthfu]  respiration  of  the  one  person  in- 
tended to  be  lodged  in  it;  to  lodge  /r?o  persons  In  this  space  is 
to  counteract  the  principle  and  subvert  the  intention^  of  the 
law."  Nevertheless,  *«  it  must  have  happened  in  the  present 
year  that  one  Jiundrctl  and  forty  persons  have  been  so  confined,  as 
10  sleep  and  live  /vro  in  a  sjiacc  provided  and  adapted  to  o?te  person ; 
and  that,  on  an  average,  thirty  persons  have  always  so  slept  and 
lived  :  as  there  are  no  more  than  two  hundred  and  forty  eight 
bedsteads  in  the  prison,  the  half  of  these  numbers  have  certainly 
slept  without  separate  bedsteads,  and  most  of  them  probably  with- 
out separate  bedding." 

In  p.  4.3  the  committee  say^ :  '*  Of  six  apprentices,  we  found  five 
who  had  no  other  sustenance  than  bread  and  water,  whilst  one 
havin«:  been  further  convicted  before  the  court  on  an  aggravated 

O  CO 

charge  of  assaulting  and  wounding  a  fellow  servant,  received  the 
fill}  nKut  allowance." 

The  general  complaints  which  followed  the  com* 
mittec  through  the  whole  prison,  were  insufficiency 
of  food,  and  the  want  of  warmth  during  the  day- 
time in  the  winter;  and  they  observe  (p.  21.)  "  And 
^  we  think. these  complaints  were  in  some  cases 
*i  made  on  very  reasonable  grounds.*' 

By  the  35th  rule,  it  appears  that  prisoners,  not 
sentenced  to  hard  labour,  are  to  be  allowed  to  work* 
and  to  receive  at  the  expiration  of  their  imprisonment 
one  half  of  the  profits  of  their  labour.     Mr.  Aris  in 

his 
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his  exatnination  before  the  corilmittee  of  the  House 
of  Commons,  (p.  12.)  avows,  that  it  had  not  been 
usiial  to'iet  prisoners  of  thts  description  know  the  io- 
tentioh  of  the  I'egislatdfe  6n  this  point,-  and  that  he 
always  Used  his  own  discretion  with  respect  to  era- 
ploying  prisoners. 

**  Tfcc  committee  declare  it  as  their  opinion^'tbat  the  prison  al- 
lowance Is  insufficient  for  the  support  of  life."  p.  45.  '^  That  in  the 
course  of  our  examination  ihto  the  management  of  this  prison,  it 
WAS  impossible  not  to  observe,  and  highly  to  blame,  the  irregular 
facility  with  which  the  punishment  of  refractory  behaviour  has  been 
inf^ict^d.  On  occasions  of  important  outrages,  indeed,  we  remark 
some  instances  of  reference  to  the  authority  of  magistrates  ;  but  wc 
£nd  no  traces  of  any  register  of  punishment;  nor  does  it  appeairtbat 
any  regard  has  at  any  tin^ie  been  paid  to  tnose  limits,  in  point  of  time 
and  circumstances,  which  the  law  has  specifically  directed." 

Upon  the  whole  the  committee  declare,  that  **  in  the  present 
state  of  this  prison,  we  do  not  hesitate  to  pronounce  tt  an  im* 
proper  place  of  confinement  for  these  several  descriptions  of 
unconvicted  persons  ;  nor  indeed,  until  its  discipline,  r^ulations, 
and  arrangement,  shall  have  undergone  considerable  alterations^ 
can  we  consider  it  as  much  less  improper  for  prisoners  convicted 
for  misdemeanors  on  indictments  at  common  law* 

» 

**  So  necessarily  does  this  conclusion  appear  to  us  to  follow  a 
^iew  and  enquiry  into  the  state  and  management  of  this  prison, 
that  we  arc  led  to  apprehend  th\t  those  magistrates  who  have 
acted  contrary  to  it,  may  have  neglected  to  inspect,  or  otherwise 
inform  themselves  of  the  real  situation  in  which  prisoners  are 
placed  by  their  commitments."     P.  43. 

Such  was  the  state  of  the  prison  according  to  the 
tnost  favorable  accounts ;  yet  Sir  Francis  Burdett  was 
condemned  by  persons  both  in  and  out  of  parliament, 
for  the  steps  he  had  taken  to  bring  these  things 
before  the  public.  By  a  letter  from  the  Duke  of  Port- 
land to  all, the" jailors  in  the 'kingdom  he  was  stigma- 
tized 
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tized  as  unfit  to  perform  the  common  offices  of  hu- 
manity, as  unworthy  of  being  entrusted  with  a  know- 
ledge of  the  wrongs  that  were  inflicted  on  his  fellow: 
men.  It  was  given  in  charge  to  the  keeper  of  every 
prison  in  the  land,  that  on  nopretence  whatever  should 
$ir  Francis  Burdetf  Be  admitted  t\Mthin  the  limits  of 
their  jurisdiction. 

Of  this  conduct  Sir  Francis^  in  his  place  in  the 
House  of  Commons^  speaks  with  proper  and  becoming 
indignation  :  ^ 

^*  Members  of  thift  House,*'  said  lie,  «*  I  believe.  Sir,  have  not 
often  been  u^d  to  treat  each  other  as  I  have  been  treated ;  but  if 
I  am  mi^rtaken,  and  if  the  conduct  held  towards  me  is  a  bandsonie 
one,  the  mmister,  and  those  who  have  assisted  him  in  it,  are  wtU 
come  to  the  whe^le  merit  of  it.  But,  Sir,  why  al]  this  anxietjr 
to  take  out  of  my  hands,  and  to  stifle  any  real  enquiry  into  the 
practices  of  tlvs  prison,  of  so  novel  an  establishment  in  the  land? 
ilow  happens  it,  that  as  soon  as  I  gave  notice  of  a  motion  upon 
the  subject,  I  am  instantly  held  up  to  the  world  as  an  object  of 
odium,  stigmatized  by  one  secretary  of  state,  my  conduct  condemn- 
ed unheard »  and  without  any  examination,  evqn  of  those  members 
of  this  house  who  accompanied  me  in  my  visit  to  the  prison, 
and,  by  what  legal  authority  I  am  still  to  learn,  excluded  from 
visiting  any  prison  in  England  ?  How  comes  is  to  pass^  that 
three  honourable  members,  who  never  before  appear  to  have 
thodght  of  an  enqoiry,  become  ail  at  once  so  very  solicitous  and 
baaty  to  move  for  a  con^mictee  of  enquiry  ?  Themselves,  perhaps, 
can  explain  it.  But  I  can  explain  the  motive  of  the  minister  and 
secretary  of  state  for  wishing  to  prevent  any  i*eal  enquiry.  Be- 
cause a  fouler  premeditated  system  of  iniquity  never  existed  in 
any  nation  upon  earth  ;  and  such,  i  trust,  with  the  assistance 
of  this  home,  1  shall  make  it  appear,  to  the  confusion  even  of 
those  i^ces  which  are  not  accustomed  to  blush.  The  base  and 
impotent  attempt  to  criminate  me,  1  shall  for  the  present  past 
over,  contenting  myself  with  barely  stating,  that  1  visited   the 

prison 
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pf isrn  ihrtc  times,  and  should  have  TjAted  it  a  fovith  tuTie»  m 
the  usual  a^d  customary  waj  in  which  any  oth^  man  might 
Ikavc  visited  it,  by  a  -written  order  fronf»  one  of  the  magiftralcs; 
that  r  never  visited  it  alone ;  and  tbtit  sev^I  gcntlemeny  sovbc  of 
d)cm  members  of  this  hon»r,  can  inlbrrn  the  house  wliat  my.coD-- 
dact  vfzs  upon  tliis  occasion.  Sn»  I  dtdaic  apoo  my  honoor,  a?  1 
kave  dccbred  before,  that  I  never  saw  the  -face  of  any  man  ia 
that  jKi'son,  except  Col.  Dcspard,  until  the  day  1  first  visited 
thf  prison.  ^At  tlu^  sanie  time  I  say  this  ohty  to  caution  gentle^ 
med  not  to^grrt  foorash  a  crt&rt  to  rhimstenBl  misrepresent aticvis, 
and  Aorfr6nJ.\afiy  anxiety  upon  the  seoit  of  bcmg  supposed  to  be 
acquainted  with  these  men;  for  I  believe  there  are  soipe  anfton^thesc 
men  as  honest  and  as  idrtuons  as  any  of  those  I  ai»  novr  ad- 
drc6sifl|^J  Sir,- 1  have  witnessed  fl^ieir  couitige  and  dicir  «or.* 
scancy  uilder  sufterings  almost  beyond  human  endnraace — I  have 
aeKix  theak  expose  themselves  to  addiupoal  safferiugs  and  ad^ 
dSttonal  ii\salts^  by  perfoirmiiig  those  duties,  wliicK  in  tbeir  sitaa- 
tron  they  might  well  have  stood  eiCiised  frocn,.  but  which  ^iice 
and  htanoirityy  in  thdr  opinion,  required »'* 

By  the  unremitted  exertions  of  thfs  young  Seuator, 
liie  situation  of  the  prisooers  confined  in  the  Cold^ 
Ba(h- Fields  Prison  has  been  rendered  more  toIcrabJe : 
the  rcmfesTicss  of  the  magistrates  in  their  duty  was  so 
cfFecUiairy  exposed,  that  Mr,  Pitt,  in  a  debate  in  the 
house,  declared,  that  no  man  would  think  of  justU 
^'ingthe  eondudi  of  the  magistrates  who  Iiad  shewn 
siTch  a  want  of  feeKng  and  circumspection,  so  essentia) 
to  form  the  genuine  character  of  a  wise,  upright,  and 
humane  magistracy*  He  added,  that  though  he  saw 
no  necessity  for  the  motion  for  an  address;  yet  it 
being  acknowledged  on  aU  hands,  that  there  existed 
fi^round  of  investigation  on  tlic  part  of  government, 
it  being  tjuitc  clear  from  the  documents  on  the  table, 
that  t)ie  magistrates  were  to  blame,  if  the  motion  for 

4  an 
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an  address  should  be  pressed,  he  xeoul4  not  oppose 

it. 

By  the  exertions  of  Sir  Francis  Burdett,  the  Grand 
and  Traverse  juries  for  the  county  have  been  Jed 'to 
investigate  the  complaints  of  those  confined  in  the 
prison;  in  some  ifistances^  have  exposed  the  horrors 
to  which  the  wretched  and  miserable  were  reduced, 
and  have,  it  is  probable,  been  the  means  of  exciting 
more  attention  on  the  part  of  the  magistrates^  and 
more  humanity  on  the  pert  of  the  jailors.  % 

For  these  efforts,  which  would  be  honourable  in 
any  person,  particularly  in  a  young  man  born  to 
.aflBuence,  was  Sir  Francis  insulted  by  those  who  have 
not  virtue  to  perfonn  or  applaud  disinterested  acts 
of  genuine  benevolence.  Actions  which  immorta- 
lized and  sanctified  the  tiame  of  Howard  have,  in 
Sir  Francis  Burdett^  been  branded  with  the  most  op- 
IN-obrionsepithetSy  astpoding  to  weaken  the  bands  of 
social  order,  and  to  excite  a  spirit  of  general  discon* 
tent  among  the  lower  orders  of  society. 

■ 

The  ferment,  however,  which  the  interested  and 
weak  endeavoured  tx>  excite  against  his  spirited  and 
laudable  exertions,  has  now  had  time  to  subside. 

In  Sir  Francia*s  endeavours  to  expose  the  mal- 
fnractices  of  the  Cold-Bath-Fields  Prison,  well  known 
for  these  seven  or  eight  years  by  the  name  of  the 
£ngli^  Bastile,  he  was  opposed  constantly  in  the 
House  of  Commons  by  Mr.  Mainwaring,  the  member 
for  the  county  of  Middlesex.  They  continually  joined 
issue  on  the  most  important  and  interesting  topics. 

Sir  Francis  Burdett  had  been  frequently  mentioned 

as 
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as  a  proper  person  tO  Oppose  the  pretensioos  of  Mr; 
Mainwaring  to  represent  any  longer  this  great  and 
respectable  county.  His  own  intentions^  we  believe, 
were  to  decline  a  seat  in  parliament,  until  the  26th  of 
June,  three  days  before  the  dissolution  of  parliament, 
when  the  following  letter  was  addressed  to  bim : 

TO  SIR  FRANCIS  BURDETT,  BART. 

SIR 

Having  heard,  from  various  quarters,  of  an  intention  in  nuuijr 
l^eeholders  to  offer  jou  tbeir  voltes  -at  the  general  eIe^tioo» ««  a  fit 
person  to  r^rcscnt  the  county  of  Middlesex  in  the  OQXt  Parlia- 
ment, we  arc  anxious  to  know  whether,  in  such  event,  you  will 
stand  forward,  in  compliance  with  their  wishes.  Our  own  votes, 
as  well  as  our  exertions  among  our  friends,  depend  dji  your  an- 
swer ;  for,  assure  yourself,  we  feci  as  yon  feel,  with  teq;>ect  to  the 
hue  ministers  and  their  measures. 

As  Englishmen,  we  concur  in  your  ahhorr^ce  of  the  use  and 
management  of  such  a  prison  as  that  Jn  Cold  Bath  Fields-  As 
freeholders  we  desire  an  occasion  to  express  the  sentiments  we  en- 
tertain of  your  manly  opposition  to  the  establishment  in  Middlesex- 

In  any  case,  we  trust  a  majority  of  our  fellow  freeholders  will 
aoree  with  us,  that  Sir  Francis  Bnrdett  is  more  worthy  than  Mr, 
Mainwaring  to  represent  the  interests,  deliver  the  sense,  and  sup- 
port the  rights  of  the  first  county  in  England. 

We  remain,  Sir,  your  obedient  servants, 

W.  TOOKE. 

MICH.  PEARSOK,   &Ck 

ANSWER. 

GENTLEMEN, 

I  will  freely  acknowledge  to  you,  that  I  have  for  some  time  pas 
relinquished  all  thoughts  of  a  scat  in  Parliament,  and  have  conse- 
quently declined  very  many  overtures  for  that  purpose.  If  the 
people  of  England  arc  pleased  and  contented  with  what  has  passed, 
with  their  present  situation,  and  with  the' terrible  changes  which 
have  been  made  in  the  laws,  constitution,  and  manner  of  go- 

vernioz 


SIR  FRANCIS  BURD£TT.  40$ 

▼eming  this  country ;  let  statups  b?  lerectcd  in  each  county  through 
the  land,  to  Lord  Liverpool,  Mr.  Pitt,  and  Mf^  Dunda?,  to  whom 
principally  they  are  indebted  for  these  blessings'.  I  shall  not  desire 
to  oveitum  thcnn ;  but  will  remove  from  ■su6h  odious  a^d  iit* 
graoeful  objects,  confessing  myself  not  fit  for  the  society  of  sods 
a  nation.  . ,  . 

Yet,  though  disgusted  I  do  not  despair ;  I  think  our'  countiy 
may  still  be  saved :  but  by  one  means  only :  by'  a  fair  representi- 
tion  of  the  people  in  Parliament.  By  that  alone  can  we  possibf/ 
obtain  the  restoration  of  those  anvatuable  rights  wbihk  have  htm, 
ravished  from  u^  or  the  security  of  what  Kttle  good  remains. 

If  .the  county  of  Middlesex,  which,  from  circumstances,  is  like!/ 
to  be  more  free,  informed,  and  independent,  than  any  other  county 
in  England,  shall  be  pleased,  upon  this  principle  (and  I  wish 
for  no'  support  upon  any  other  principle,  holding  all  palUataons 
nugatory  and  dertfuctive)  if  upon  this  priilciple  the  county  of 
Middlesex  shall  be  pleased  to  intrust  in  my  hands  a  portion  of 
their  present  small  and  inadequate  share  of  representation,  I  will 
chcarfuHy  and  zealously  devote  myself,  my  life,  and  my  fortune, 
to  their  service.     I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  humble  Servant, 

FRANCIS  BURDETT. 

No.  78,  Piccadilly,  June  26,  I8O2. 

We  know,  from  good  authority,  that  Sir  Francis 
had  previously  declined  several  offers,  among  which 
wa9  one  of  being  brought  into  parliament  for  the 
town  of  Maidstone,  at  little  or  no  expeiice.  But 
it  does  not  appear  that  he  had  any  ambition  .to  sit 
in  parliament,  unless,  by  being  placed  there,  he  could 
in  an  especial  manner  be  considered  as  the  reprcsen* 
tative  of  those  principles  which  were  essentially  com-* 
bined  with  the  ancient  constitution  of  the  land.  As  an 
opponent  to  Mr.  Mainwaring,  the  electors  of  the 
county  were  called  upon  to  testify  their  opinions  of 
the  parliamentary  conduct  of  the  two  men. 

At 
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At  the  outset  of  this  business,  and  even  after  Sir 
Francis  bad  declared  himself  a  candidate^  there  did 
not  appear  in  his  committee  that  concert  and  zeal 
which  should  characterize  tbe  exertions  of  those 
entering  upon  so  arduous  a  contest.  Indeed,  by 
some  of  his  best  friends  and  well  withers,  it  was  sup- 
posed that  a  serious  contest  on  the  part  of  the  Baronet 
was?  not  intended.  The  canvas,  though  in  some  re- 
spects active,  was  almost  entirely  neglected  in  several 
parts  of  the  county.  In  others,  for  want  of  a  pre- 
concerted plan,  two,  three,  or  even  four  parties  met 
in  the  same  place  on  the  same  business*  In  short. 
Sir  Francis  Burdett  did  not  by  any  means  start  on 
equal  terms  with  the  candidate  whom  he  opposed : 
be  had  a  thousand  obstacles  to  contend  with,  which 
(did  not  exist  in  any  shape  with  regard  to  Mr.  Main* 
waring. 

The  long  connection  which  the  Chairman  of  the 
County  Sessions  had  with  his  constituents,  and  his  in- 
fluence  with  his  brother  magistrates,  afforded  him 
not  only  great  strength,  but  every  means  of  knowing 
the  electors  and  their  residences.  His  influence  as  a 
magistrate,  and  his  assiduity  in  performing  the  general 
business  connected  with  the  county,  created  in  his 
behalf  an  almost  irresistible  interest. 

The  13th  of  July  was  appointed  for  the  election; 
the  popular  cry,  was  "  Burdett  and  no  Bastites:*^ 
the  sliovv  of  hands  was  greatly  in  favour  of  Sir  Francis^ 
His  colours  waved  in  almost  every  hat,  and  his  ban- 
ners were  considered,  by  the  mass  of  the  people;  a» 
consecrated  to  freedom. 

In 
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In  bis  speech  at  the  hustings,  be  took  the  oppdr^i* 
tonity  to  declare,  he  was  not  actuated  by  any  privat^e 
pique  in  the  contest;  that  he  did  not  even  know 
Mn  Mainwaring. 

««  I  am/*  said  he,  •«  impelled  only  by  the  feelings  of  huma* 
nity«--the  same  feelings  which  impelled  me  when  I  first  offered  to 
nuke  good  my  charges  respecting  thathorribU  dungeon  {the  Cold 
Bath-Fields  Prison)  at  the  bar. of  the  House  of  Commons.  On 
that  ground  I  principally  offer  myself  to  you,  rrufti.g,  as  I  hold 
it  impossible  that  you  can  suffer  a  man  who  countenanced  things 
to  contrary  to  the  constitution  and  the  law  of  the  land,  to  be  again 
tent  into  Parliament  as  your  representativty  that  yoi^  will  join 
with  me  in  bringing  these  things  and  the  authors  of  them  to  lightf 
and  to  punishment.  I  promise  you  here,  that  I  will  never  quit 
the  pursuit  of  these  detestable  criminals.     I  will  persevere  to  the 

■ 

last ;  and  I  have  no  doubt  that,  aided,  as  I  am  convinced  I  shall 
be>  by  your  support^  1  shall  be  ultimately  and  completely  sue* 
ceasfuL 

**  I  bsAre  only  now  to  intreat,  that  you  will  understand,  that  it 
is  not  now  the  question  merely,  whether  you  shall  choose  Burdett 
•r  Mainwaring,  bi^t  whether  you  will  support  that  jail,  and  all 
the  cruehies  and  tortures  connected  with  it,  and  resulting  neces* 
•arily  from  the  system  by  which  it  has  been  regulated/" 

On  the  shew  of  hands  the  sheriff  declared  the 
sense  of  the  electors  to  be  in  favour  of  Mr.  Byng 
and  Sir  Francis  Burdett:  Mr.  Mainwaring  demanded 
a  poll;  and  had  on  the  first  day  a  niajority  of  nearly 
four  hundred  voters.  At  the  end  of  the  eleventh  day 
Mr.  Mainwaring*s  majority  was  503;  but  in  the  threo 
next  days  Sir  Francis  advanced  rapidly  upon  his  ad* 
vcrsary,  and  on  the  evening  of  the  fourteenth  day 
the  majority  against  him  was  but  fourteen* 

This  success  roused  the  languid  spirits  of  the  un- 
polled freeholders^  who,  till  then^  thinking  his  cause 
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desperate,' would  not  take  the  trouble  of  voting.  The 
enthusiasm  in  behalf  of  the  popular  candidate  was  uni- 
versal. The  poll  had  not  been  opened  many  minutes 
on  the  last  day,  before  Sir  Francis  obtained  a  majority 
over  Mr.  Mainwaring,  and  at  the  final  close  he  had  a 
majority  of  27 1  votes;  and  it  is  confidently  said,  that 
when  the  books  were  shut,  the  unpolled  friends  of 
Sir  Francis,  either  in  the  town  or  approaching  it, 
amounted  to  nearly  two  hundred. 

The  knowledge  that  this  was  the  last  day  of  the 
poll,  and  the  probability  amounting  almost  to  a  cer- 
tainty, that  the  popular  candidate  would  be  success- 
ful,  elevated  the  spirits  of  almost  every  human  being 
that  attended  on  the  road.  Every  inch  of  ground 
between  Piccadilly  and  Brentford  was  crowded  be^ 
yond  example.  The  enthusiasm  was  general;  and 
the  joy  manifested  at  the  triumph  of  the  popular  can- 
didate, was  such  as  was  never  before  witnessed  in  this, 
or  perhaps  in  any  country  on  the  face  of  the  globe. 

In  his  address  to  the  freeholders  of  Middlesex,  Sir 
Francis  Burdett  says: 

<<  Gentlemen,  for  baying  done  my  duty  in  my  place  in  parliament 
against  the  barbarous,  cruel  system  of  secret  dose  imprisonment, 
I  was  stigmatized  by  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  this  county:  and,  in 
violation  of  the  priTileges  of  parliament,  and  of  all  law  and  decency^ 
I  was  proclaimed  by  him  throughout  the  land,  as  a  person  not  fit 
to  be  trusted  to  visit  or  perform  an  office  of  humanity  to  any 
wretched  victim  within  the  accursed  walls.  Permit  me  to  say, 
it  belonged  to  the  same  county  to  wipe  away  this  undesenred 
stigma  ;  and  you  have  done  it  nobly/' 

Such  is  the  Baronef  s  own  observation ;  the  charge 

which  he  exhibits  is  known  to  every  body  |  not  a 

2  freeholder 


9ia  FRANCIS   BUltI>£TT.  409 

freehoWer  in  Middlesex  but  has  read  it  in  the  public 
papers^  properly  signed,  and  attested  in  due  fbrm^ 
What  has  been  the  result  ?  Those  freeholder* 
thought,  and  wisely  thought,  that  none  should  have 
any  concern  in  making  laws,  who  were  regardless  of 
that  purity,  integrity,  and  humanity  with  which  they 
should  be  administered^  On  this  principle  they 
chose  Sir  Francis  Burdett,  in  defiance  of  the  oblo- 
quy thrown  upon  him  by  the  highest  officer  of  the 
county.  By  hirii  he  was  declared  ineligible  to  enter 
a  prison  for  any  purposes  of  humanity ;  by  the  free- 
holders he  has  been  esteemed  the  best  qualified  of 
any  man  in  the  kingdom,  for  talents,  independence, 
and  purity  of  principle,  to  represent  them  in  the 
British  Legislature. 

This  contest  between  Mr,  Mainwaring  and  Sir 
Francis,  was  not  decided  upon  principles  didlated  by 
political  party  :  the  constituents  conceived  it  to 
turn  upon  an  abuse  of  civil  authority. 

On  these  principles  the  Middlesex  eledlion  un- 
doubtedly turned ;  upon'  these  principles,  many, 
whose  political  opinions  were  adverse  to  those  avowed 
by  Sir  Francis,  not  only  voted  for  him,  but  manfully 
espoused  his  cause*  Among  the  ele<Slors  that  voted 
for  him,  may  be  found  Whigs  and  Tories  joining 
hands  and  hearts  in  favour  of  the  rights  of  humanity* 

We  may,  therefore,  look  upon  this  triumph,  not  as 
the  triumph  of  the  individual,  but  as  that  of  the  sa- 
cred cause  of  humanity,  and  the  bulwark  of  the  Bri- 
tish Constitution,  of  which  Sir  Francis  is  the  repre- 
sentative. 

When  we  view  these  exertions  in  behalf  of  the 

K  k  2  qiaims 


800  irH  FRAWCIJ  »MMTT# 

etaims  of  hutpanity,  we  know  there  can  be  no  caiMt 
for  desponding  of  our  coantry.  In  the  zcafoiis, 
ipirited,  pcrseYering,  independent,  and  philanthropic 
chara<fter  of  such  men  as  Sir  Francis  Burdett,  the 
public  may,  with  confidence,  repose  themselves  and 
their  privileges.  As  a  people,  as  a  great  people, 
compared  with  other  nations  around  us,  our  energies 
geem  to  expand,  and  our  hopes,  in  whatever  is  va- 
luable to  freemen,  seem  to  revive.  There  are  parts 
of  the  constitution  that  still  live;  that  possess  a  vi- 
gour superior  to  opposition,  and,  we  trust,  that  are 
not  to  be  crushed  by  corruption.  • 

Sir  Francis  Burdett,  to  whose  chara<Jler  as  a  public 
man  we  have  not  done  that  justice  that  we  could 
have  wished,  is  in  private  life  one  of  the  most  ami* 
able  and  unassuming  men  in  the  world.  He  pos- 
sesses all  the  accomplishments  of  an  orator  ;  an  ele- 
gant and  manly  figure ;  his  countemancc  is  hand* 
some  and  very  prepossessing ;  his  voice  is  strong  and 
musical:  he  never  delivers  his  sentiments  but  with 
the  energy  of  a  man  who  speaks  as  he  feels. 

He  married,  about  eight  years  since,  the  amiable 
Miss  Coutts,  by  whom  he  has  a  son  about  seven 
years  old  and  two  daughters.  That  the  father-in- 
law  should  feel  interested  in  the  eledtion  of  his 
son,  no  one  who  has  been  a  parent  will  be  surpri2ed 
at ;  but  beyond  this  he  never  proceeded.  Mr. 
Coutts  is  not  a  political  charadler;  he  has  always 
been  in  the  habit  of  doing  business  with  persons  of 
all  parties ;  and  with  charadters  of  every  description, 
from  the  monarch  to  the  merchant ;  yet  b4ihs  been 
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reviled  for  assisting  Sir  Francis,  but  certainly  by  thow 
only  who  knew  not  the  extent  of  Sir  Francis  Bur* 
ilett*s  fortune,  which  was  fully  equal  to  all  the  ck* 
pencea  of  the  election. 

To  the  frequenters  of  Newmarket,  and  the  gaming^ 
tables  of  St.  James's  Street,  it  may  appear  wonderful 
for  a  young  man,  in  high  life,  to  be  in  possession  of 
ready  money  for  such  an  occassion.  But  Sir  Francis 
is  not  a  man  that  runs  into  the  fashionable  vices  or 
^xpences  of  his  contemporaries ;  his  delight  is  in  do* 
ing  good,  and  he  is  always  prepared  with  his  purse  to 
be  able  to  perform  aAs  which  his  heart  delights  in. 
His  fortune  has  ever  been  ample  since  he  succeeded 
to  his  title,  and  within  these  three  years  he  came  ta 
the  possession  of  a  very  large  unincumbered  landed 
property  in  Wiltshire,  upon  the  death  of  Lady  Jones, 
whose  name  be  was  obliged  to  take ;  but  by  passing 
through  some  expensive  legal  ceremonies,  which  it 
would  be  needless  to  state  here,  he  was  enabled  again 
to  take  his  own  family*name ;  and  a  more  honourable 
and  virtuous  representative  than  the  present  Baronet, 
the  family  never  could  boast  of. 


MR.  JAMES  WATT. 

THE  character  and  talents  of  this  exeellcnt  man 
are  not  known  so  extensively  as  they  merit.  Among 
mechanicians  and  men  of  science,  indeed,  the  cele- 
brity of  the  name  of  Watt  yields  to  that  of  no  living 
character.    To  hold  up  the  benefactors  of  mankind 
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to  the  view  of  that  society  which  they  have  benefited, 
to  endeavour  to  appreciate  their  talents,  and  thereby 
to  excite  a  sense  of  gratitude  in  the  minds  of  the  pub- 
lic to  their  best  friends,  have  been  the  leading  objects 
of  the  former  volumes  of  the  "  Public  Characters  ;*' 
these  also  are  the  traits  by  which  the  present  and 
future  parts  of  the  work  will  be  eminently  distin- 
guished. 

Mr.  Watt  is  a  native  of  Glasgow,  where  he  was 
born  about  the  year  1736  or  1737-  He  is  descend- 
ed not  from  affluent,  but  truly  respectable  parents, 
who  took  special  care  of  the  education  of  their  son. 

In  his  earlier  days,  young  Watt  was  considered  as 
a  reserved  lad,  often  separating  himself  from  the  com- 
panions of  his  youth,  and  devoting  many  of  those 
hours  to  the  improvement  of  his  mind  which  by 
others  were  dissipated  in  childish  sports.  He  was 
not,  however,  wanting  in  sociability,  but  frequently 
entered  into  all  the  amusements  of  his  schoolfellows, 
ever  assuming  a  will  of  his  own,  when  apy  matter  in 
dispute  led  him  to  exert  that  spirit  of  high  indepen- 
dence which  has  so  steadily  marked  his  character  and 
conduct. 

Having  finished  his  grammatical  studies,  and  laid 
a  solid  foundation  in  the  several  branches  of  useful 
and  important  knowledge,  he  was,  at  the  age  of  six- 
teen, articled  as  an  apprentice  to  learn  the  art  of  "an 
instrument-maker  ;"  a  sort  of  business  ofwhich  we 
have  no  idea  in  the  metropolis  of  the  united  kin§-v 
dom  ;  and,  indeed,]  which  is  not  now  common  even 
in  Glasgow,  or  other  large  towns,  either  in  north  or. 
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soatfa  Britain.  At  that  period  this  profession  includ- 
ed the  making  and  repairing  of  the  instruments  made 
use  of  in  experiments  in  mechanics  and  natural  phi- 
losophy ;  the  manufacture,  in  a  rough  way,  of  all 
kinds  of  musical  instruments,  and  of  theodolites, 
quadrants,  and  other  instruments  necessary  for  the 
practice  of  land-surveying. 

It  will,  perhaps,  be  thought  that  an  apprenticeship 
to  a  profession  which  included  the  knowledge  of  so 
many  things  was  not  propitious  to  the  rising  talents 
of  a  young  man  of  genius,  whose  mind  would  be 
more  likely  to.  be  diverted  and  distracted  by  many 
objects,  than  seriously  bent  to  the  acquirement  of  one 
which  should  of  itself  lay  the  foundation  of  his  future 
fame.  There  are,  however,  advantages  which  attach 
themselves  to  situations  of  this  kind,  since  the  in- 
ventive powers  are  called  forth,  and  young  men  have 
frequent  opportunities  of  conversing  with  persons  of 
talents  and  genius,  who  require  the  assistance  of  me- 
chanics, either  in  the  repair  or  alteration  of  those 
machines  devoted  to  experiment  or  discovery. 

In  Scotland  three  years  are  considered  as  sufficient 
in  every  respect  to  learn  a  trade ;  and,  if  young  people 
are  not  bound  apprentices  for  the  sake  of  obtaining 
certain  privileges,  they  are  rarely  articled  for  a  longer 
term.  In  professions  of  no  great  difficulty,  this 
period  will  be  amply  sufficient,  and  will  affi)rd  the 
youth  two  or  three  extra  years,  which  may  be  dedi- 
cated to  the  acquirement  of  school  learning. 

When  Mr.  Watt  had  completed  the  term  of  his 
apprenticeship,  he   came  to   London,   and   worked 
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about  a  year  with  a  mathematical  instritmdit-maker 
in  the  regular  line  of  trade.  During  this  period  he 
acquired  ready  methods  of  dispatching  business,  but, 
by  sitting  in  winter  near  the  door  of  the  workshop, 
he  caught  a  severe  cold,  the  effect  of  which  he  has 
felt,  at  times,  to  the  present  hour. 

Having  remained  but  little  more  than  twelve 
months  in  the  metropolis,  Mr.  Watt  returned  to  his 
native  country,  where  he  commenced  a  business  of 
the  same  sort  as  that  to  which  he  had  been  brought 
up,  uniting  the  several  arts  of  mathematical  and  mu- 
sical inslrumentwnaker  with  those  of  measuring  and 
land-surveying.  Although  no  great  sums  arc  to  be 
gained  by  such  pursuits  in  Scotland,  yet,  wherever 
there  is  business  requiriner  such  a  diversity  of  talents, 
the  remuneration  nust  bo  adequate  to  keep  a  man 
from  want  ;  and,  accordingly,  wc  find  Mr.  Watt  ac- 
quiring, notonly  a  comfortable  subsistence,  but  what 
was  sufficient  also  to  enable  him  to  pursue  a  course 
of  experiments  on  which  his  active  mind  was  benU 

While  he  w^s  in  this  situation,  one  of  those  for- 
tunate  accidents  took  place  which  frequently  call  into 
action  the  talents  of  great  minds,  and  which  bring 
into  deserved  notice  modest  and  obscure  worth. 

The  professor  who  lectured  on  natural  philosophy 
'  at  the  university  of  Glasgow,  had  occasion  to  apply 
to  Mr.  Watt,  to  repair  the  model  of  a  steam-engine, 
which,  by  length  of  time,  had  become  unfit  for  ex- 
hibiting to  the  class  the  powerful  effects  of  stemi. 
The  mind  of  the  artist  was  struck  with  the  contrivance 
of  the  engine,  and  instantly  perceived  defects  which 
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he  felt  himself  equal  to  remedy,  and  contemplated 
improvements  which  would  render  it  more  generally 
subservient  to  the  uses  of  society.  From  this  bour» 
though  he  still  continued  his  former  profession,  his 
whole  attention  was  fixed  upon  the  improvement  of 
the  steam-engine;  every  other  object  was  subordinate; 
every  other  pursuit  was  followed  merely  for  the  sake 
of  subsistence  only,  but  the  steam<-engine  was  to  lay 
the  foundation  of  his  future  fame  and  fortune* 

The  discovery  of  this  important  engine  is  no  com- 
mon occurrence  ;  it  has  already  been  applied  in  a 
thousand  different  ways  to  facilitate  human  labour^ 
and  to  effect  operations  to  which  no  other  known 
po\yeris  equal. 

The  principle  of  the  steam-engine  was  undoubtedly 
discovered  by  the  Marquis  of  Worcester,  and  de- 
scribed by  him  in  his  '^  Century  of  Inventions/*  about 
the  year  l663  ;  and,  although  his  account  of  this 
machine  is  not  so  complete  as  to  give  a  distinct  no- 
tion of  its  structure  and  operations^  yet  it  is  such  as 
shews  that  it  was  not  a  mere  random  conjecture^  resting 
upon  no  foundation.  ^'  This  admirable  method,'' 
says  the  Marquis,  ^^  which  I  propose  of  raising  water 
by  the  force  of  fire,  has  no  bound  if  the  vessel  be 
strong  enough.  Having  discovered  a  method  of 
fortifying  vessels,  and  combining  them  in  such  a  way 
that  they  filled  and  acted  alternately,  1  have  made 
water  spout  in  an  uninterrupted  stream  forty  feet 
high,  and  one  vessel  of  rarefied  water  raised  forty  of 
cold.  The  person  who  conducted  the  operation  had 
nothing  to  do  but  turn  two  cocks,  so  that  one  vessel 
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of  water  being  consumed^  another  begins  to  force, 
and  then  to  fill  itself  with  cold  water^  and  so  on  in 


accession.** 


Such  are  the  Marquis's  own  words,  but  it  does  not 
appear  whether  he  ever  attempted  to  carry  his  scheme 
into  execution  on  a  large  scale  ;  and  it  was  not  til! 
nearly  forty  years  after  the  "  Century  of  Inventions'* 
were  made  public,  that  Captain  Savary  executed  a 
machine  on  this  principle  for  raising  water.  For  this 
invention  he  obtained  a  patent ;  and  then,  in  a  work 
entitled  the  Miner  s  Friend,  he  set  forth,  iu  a  very 
explicit  manner,  the  nature  and  principles-  of  the 
steam-engine, 

Mr.  Savary  applied  his  machines  to  the  draining  of 
the  tin-mines  in  Cornwall,  and  in  most  instances, 
where  the  depth  was  not  considerable,  he  succeeded 
in  his  attempts.  This  limited  degree  of  success  ex- 
cited the  attention  of  several  ingenious  mechanic^ 
among  whom  were  Mr.  Ncwcomen,  an  ironmonger, 
and  Mr.  Crawley,  a  glazier,  of  Dartmouth,  in  Devon* 
shire.  The  former  was  a  man  of  considerable  reading, 
was  well  acquainted  with  the  celebrated  Dr.  Hooke, 
with  whose  writings  and  projects  he  was  also  conver- 
sant. After  many  ingenious  speculations  and  experi- 
ments, by  which  he  greatly  improved  Savary's 
machine,  he.  Captain  Savary  and  Crawley,  were 
contented  to  share  the  profits,  and  for  that  purpose 
associated,  and  procured  a  patent  in  the  year  1705 
for  that  particular  machine,  which  has  ever  since  been 
known  by  the  name  of  Newcomen*s  Engine. 
The  great   difference  between  Savary's  original 
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macHtne  and  Newcomen's  improved  one,  is,  that  the 
former  raises  water  by  the  force  of  steam,  but  in  the 
latter  the  operation  is  effected  by  the  pressure  of  the 
atmosphere,  and  steam  is  employed  merely  as  the  most 
expeditious  method  of  producing  a  void,  in  which 
the  atmospherical  pressure  may  impel  the  jfirsf  mover 
of  the  machine. 

The  superiority  of  Newcomen's  engine  to  Savary's 
consists,  first,  in  the  moderate  heat  which  is  necessary 
to  work  it  with,  and,  consequently,  at  a  much  smaller 
expencc  of  fuel;  secondly,  let  the  mine  be  ever  so 
deep,  a  cylinder  may  be  employed  of  such  dimensions 
that  the  pressure  of  the  air  on  its  piston  may  exceed, 
in  any  degree,  the  weight  of  the  column  of  water  to 
be  raised  ;  and,  lastly,  the  form  of  the  machine  ren- 
ders it  applicable  to  almost  any  mechanical  purpose^ 
because  a  skilful  workman  can  readily  find  a  method  of 
converting  the  reciprocating  motion  of  the  working- 
beam  into  a  motion  of  any  kind  which  may  suit  his 
purpose. 

Inventions  improve  by  degrees.  The  patent  for 
this  engine  was  taken  out  in  1705,  but  so  many  diffi- 
culties occurred  in  the  execution,  that  it  was  full 
seven  years  before  it  had  secured  the  public  confi- 
dence. The  most  exact  and  unremitting  attention 
was  required  to  hit  upon  the  precise  moment  of 
opening  and  shutting  the  cocks.  Stops  were  con- 
trived, strings  and  wires  were  used  to  connect  the 
bandies  of  the  cocks  with  the  beam,  so  that  the  same 
motion  of  the  lever  should  at  once  shut  one  cock  and 
open  the  other.     At  length,  in  the  year  17l7j  Mr. 
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Beighton^  a  very  ingenious  artist^  simplified  tiie 
whole  of  these  subordinate  movements,  and  brought 
the  engine  into  the  form  in  which  it  has  continued^ 
without  any  material^change^  to  the  present  day.  The 
efficacy  and  certainty  of  its  oj^erations  were  com* 
pletely  ascertained,  and  a  great  many  of  them  were 
brought  into  use  among  miners  of  all  descriptionH. 
The  great  obstacle  to  the  extensive  use  of  the  steam- 
engine  was  the  prodigious  expenditure  of  coals^  as  a* 
large  one  working  night  and  day  consumed  at  the 
rate  of  nearly  4000  chaldron  of  good  coals  in  a  year. 

A  thousand  fruitless  attempts  were  made  to  reduce 
this  consumption.  Every  engineer  had  his  own  device 
in  the  construction  of  his  furnace  ;  but  after  all  their 
attempts,  the  real  impiovements  were  of  no  material 
advantage.  Science  was  not  sufficiently  developed. 
Dr.  Black*s  discovery  of  latent  heat  shewed  the  way 
of  estimating  the  relation  that  subsisted  between  the 
heat  expended  and  the  quantity  of  steam  produced. 
This  was  about  the  year  1763,  and  at  the  precise 
period  when  Mr.  Watt  was  called  on  to  repair  the 
model  of  the  steam-engine  to  which  we  have  before 
referred.  He  had  been  a  pupil  to  the  celebrated 
kcturer  in  chemistry,  had  imbibed  his  spirit,  and  had 
formed  an  intimate  acquaintance  with  him. 

While  Mr.  Watt  was  directing  his  attention  to 
fitting  up  the  model  of  Ncwcomen*s  engine,  a  variety 
of  curious  facts  occurred  to  him,  relative  to  the  pro- 
duction and  condensation  of  steam  ;  among  others, 
that  remarkable  fact,  which  was  ever  after  appealed 
to  by  Dr.  Black,  as  a  proof  of  the  immense  quantity 

of 
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of  heat  w|;4cb  is  contained  in  a  small  quantity  of  water 
in  the  form  of  elastic  steam.  When,  for  instance^ 
a  quantity  of  water  is  heated  several  degrees  above 
the  boiling  point  in  a  close  digester,  if  a  hole  besudx 
deniy  opened,  the  steam  rushes  out  with  prodigioM 
violence,  and  the  beat  of  the  remaining  water  is  re- 
duced, in  the  course  of  only  two  or  three  seconds, 
to  the  boiling  temperature.  The  water  of  the  steam 
which  has  issued,  amounts,  perhaps,  to  bnt  a  few  drops, 
and  yet  these  have  carried  off  with  them  the  whole 
excess  of  heat  from  the  water  in  the  digester. 

Since  t,hen  a  small  quantity  of  steam  contains  so 
great  a  quantity  of  heat,  it  must  expend  a  great  quan- 
tity of  fuel,  nor  can  it  be  prevented  by  any  construc- 
tion of  the  furnace.  Mr.  Watt  readily  saw  this,  and 
aet  himself  to  find  cut  methods  of  husbanding  heat. 
He  soon  discovered  that  not  less  than  thrte  or  four 
times  the  quantity  of  steam  was  wasted  in  compari- 
son of  that  which  went  to  the  working  of  the  machine. 
He  made  many  attempts  to  diminish  this  waste^  which 
it  would  be  useless  to  particularize,  and  which  were 
aufficient  to  convince  him  that  no  real  and  effectual 
saving  could  be  obtained,  so  long  as  the  condensation 
was  performed  in  the  cylinder.  He  attempted  it  in 
another  place ;  the  experiment  was  conducted  on  the 
simplest  plan,  and  it  succeeded  beyond  his  most 
aanguine  expectations.  He  repeated  it  in  a  more 
accurate  manner ;  the  condensation  was  so  rapid, 
that  be  could  scarcely  measure  the  time  taken  up  in 
the  performance  of  it.  The  vacuum  in  the  cylinder 
^  waa. 
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was^  according  to  the  hopes  he  had  indulged^  almost 
perfect. 

Having  gained  this  capital  point,  Mr.  Watt  found 
many  difficulties  to  struggle  with.  The  water  pro- 
duced by  the  condensed  steam,  and  the  air  extricated 
from  it,  required  pumps  to  extract  them,  which  at 
length  he  contrived  to  work  by  the  great  beam. 

During  the  progress  of  these  improvements,  Mr. 
Watt  made  many  experiments  on  the  quantity  and 
denfity  of  the  steam  of  boiling  waten  By  these  he 
was  convinced,  that  although  he  had  greatly  dimi- 
nished the  waste  of  steam,  a  great  deal  yet  remained 
to  be  done,  and  that  the  steam  expended  during  the 
rise  of  the  piston,  was  at  least  three  times  more  than 
would  fill  the  cylinder.  Mr.  Watt's  fertile  genius 
immediately  suggested  to  him  the  expedient  of  em- 
ploying the  elasticity  of  the  steam  from  the  boiler 
to  impel  the  piston  down  the  cylinder,  in  place  of 
the  pressure  of  the  atmosphere;  and  by  this  improve- 
ment, he  restored  the  engine  to  its  first  principles, 
making  it  an  engine  really  moved  by  steam,  not  by  air. 

When  a  person  skilled  in  mechanics  and  chemis- 
try reviews  the  different  forms  of  Mr.  Watt's  steam* 
engine,  he  will  readily  perceive,  that  they  are  suscep- 
tible of  a  great  variety  of  shapes,  in  which  the  dis- 
tinguishing improvements  may  be  employed.  The 
first  great  improvement  was  the  condensation  in  a  se- 
parate vessel.  This  increased  the  original  powers  of 
the  engine,  and  greatly  diminished  the  waste  of 
steam.  The  next  improvement,  by  employing  the 
elastic  pressure  of  the  steam^  instead  of  t^t  of  the 
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utmosphcre,  aimod  not  oiily  at  a  stiH  farther  diminu« 
tion  of  the  waste^  biit  was  fertile  in  advantages^  ren« 
dering  the  machine  more  manageable,  and  enabling 
the  operator  to  suit  the  4)ower  of  the  engine  to  its 
work,  in  almost  any  given  proportbn;  and  tfao 
third  improvement  renders  it  as  uniform  in  its  adioa 
as  any  water-wheel.  > 

Such  is  the  brief  outline  of  a  history  of  the  steam** 
engine.  It  is  impossible,  in  a  work  like  this^  to  en- 
ter into  a  description  of  its  various  parts,  which,  pro* 
perly  to  elucidate,  would  require  the  aid  of  several 
plates. 

It  remains  only  to  be  observed,  that  with  Mr.  Watt 
is  associated  the  no  less  celebrated  mechanic  and 
philosopher  Mr.  Boulton.  They  have  shared  the  psu 
tent  from  the  beginning,  and  the  alliance  is  honour- 
able to  both. 

The  advantages  derived  from  the  patent-riglit 
shew  both  the  superiority  of  the  engine  and  the  libe* 
ral  minds  of  the  proprietors.  They  agree  to  eredl  the 
engines  at  the  expence  of  the  employers,  and  claim 
only  as  a  compensation  for  their  labours,  one-third 
of  the  annual  savings  in  fuel,  when  compared  widi 
the  expenditure  in  one  of  the  best  common  engines. 
By  this  mode  of  remuneration,  than  which  nothing 
can  be  more  honourable,  the  patentees  are  excited 
to  do  their  utmost  to  tnake  the  engine  perfe^l,  while 
the  employer  pays  only  in  proportion  to  the  advan- 
tage he  derives  from  it. 

In  consequence  of  the  great  superiority  of  Mr. 
Watt's  engines,  both  with  respedt  to  economy  and 
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manageableneas^  they  have  become  of  extensive  use ) 
and  in  every  manafaSoiy  on  a  large  scale,  they  af* 
ford  an  indefatigable  servant,  whose  strength  is  with« 
out  bounds.  The  greatest  mechanical  obged  that 
ever  engaged  the  attention  of  man,  was  a  few  years 
iince  on  the  point  of  being  executed  by  this  ma* 
chine.  The  States  of  Holland  were  treating  with 
Mess.  Watt  and  Boulton  for  draining  the  Haerlem, 
Meer,  and  even  reducing,  the  Zuyder  Zee,*  when  the 
late  disastrous  war  defeated,  at  least  for  the  present, 
the  important  projedl.  So  unlimited,  indeed,  are 
the  powers  ^afForded  by  this  machine,  that  the  engi* 
neer  now  thinks,  that  no  task  can  be  proposed  to  him 
which  he  cannot  execute  with  manifest  profit  to  the 
employer. 

It  would  be  difficult  to  appreciate  the  advantages 
resulting  to  the  nation  from  Mr.  Watt's  inrention. 
By  his  engine,  a  vast  number  of  mines  have  been 
worked,  both  in  copper  and  tin,  which  must  without 
it  have  been  forever  useless ;  and  it  is  said  that  the 
important  article  of  coals  would,  without  the  steam* 
engine,  have,  even  at  this^  moment^  been  a  scarce 
article.  The  advantages  of  these  machines  have 
by  no  means,  however,  been  confined  to  the  work- 
ing of  mines ;  they  have  been  applied  to  the 
turning  of  mills,  to  the  navigating  of  vessels,  to 
the  performance  of  all  the  heavy  work  in  large 
breweries,  and,  in  short,  to  almost  every  manu* 
fadlory  where  a  great  and  constant  power  is  called 
for.  In  a  national  view  the  savings  in  men  and 
horses  are  immense.    A  single  engine  having  a  cy- 
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linder  of  thirty-onc  inches  in  diameter,  will  perform 
the  work  of  120  horses;  and  for  every  hundred 
weight  of  coal  consumed,  20,000  cubic  feet  of  wa- 
ter may  be  raised  24  feet  high. 

We  have  interrupted  the  narrative  of  the  inventor's 
life,  in  order  to  explain,,  in  a  popular  way,  the  nature 
and  excellence  of  his  invention,  which,  however, 
was  not  brought  to  perfe6iion  without  consider- 
able difficulties  and  embarrassment  on  the  part  of 
Mr.  Watt.  In  the  progress  of  the  discovery,  many 
experiments  were  necessary  to  be  made,  both  on  a 
small  and  large  scale,  and  for  these  experiments 
considerable  sums  of  money  were  wanting,  which, 
in  a  very  short  time,  put  a  stop  to  the  business. 

Mr.  Watt  had  married  a  lady  without  fortune,  by 
whom  he  had  two  children  ;  he  was  therefore  obliged 
to  lay  aside  speculations,  and  to  pay  attention  to  busi-» 
ness  for  the  sake  of  his  family.  Dr.  Roebuck,  a 
gentleman  who  possessed  a  small  fortune  and  consi- 
derable merit,  joined  Mr.  Watt,  buttheir  means  were 
inadequate  to  so  vast  an  undertaking,  and  a  failure 
was  the  consequence.  In  this  situation  was  superior 
genius  struggling,  when  Mr.  Boulton,  in  the  year 
1773,  became  acquainted  with  the  business.  His 
knowledge  of  mechanics  enabled  him  to  appreciate 
the  invention,  and  the  spirit  of  enterprize^  and  the  for- 
tune he  possessed,  induced  him  to  engage  in  it  with 
ardour.  Mr.  Roebuck  was  reimbursed  with  ample 
interest,  and  Mr.  Watt,  having  lost  his  wife,  imme- 
diately settled  at  Birmingham,  and  was  indefatigable 
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in  bringing  to  perfedlion,  and  extending  the  sale  oT 
bis  engines* 

A  more  fortunate  conjundlion  could  not  have  been 
imagined.  The  union  of  two  such  men  as  Watt 
and  Boulton  was  equal  to  any  enterprizc.  They 
are  both  celebrated  for  highly  cultivated  and  liberal 
minds i  both  indefatigable  in' business;  the  latter 
Was  in  possession  of  money  to  carry  any  scheme  into 
cSe&j  while,  in  the  mind  of  the  former^  rcaourccs 
and  expedients  were  found  sufficient  to  overcbme 
every  difficulty  with  which  their  projedls  might  be 
embarrassed. 

An  aA  of  parliament  was  obtained  to  prolong  the 
patent,  which  had  nearly  expired  in  making  experi* 
ments  at  an  enormous  expenditure.  Parliament 
faithful  to  the  trust  reposed  in  it,  prolonged,  with- 
out difficulty,  the  exclusive  privilege  for  twenty-five 
years,  which  expired  with  the  last  centuiy • 

We  have  already  alluded  to  the  mode  by  which  a 
revenue  was  drawn  by  the  patentees;  it  was  singularly 
ingenious,  as  well  as  founded  upon  the  most  liberal 
principles.  A  great  number  of  experiments  were 
set  on  foot,  in  the  presence  of  men  of  knowledge  and 
undoubted  honour  and  veracity,  to  ascertain  what  was 
the  saving  of  fuel  in  performing  the  same  quantity 
of  work  with  the  new  engine,  compared  with  what 
was  used  in  the  old  one. 

The  dimensions  of  the  cylinder,  and  number  of 
strokes  were  taken,  as  the  measure  of  the  work  done, 
so  that  counting  machines,  fixed  tothe  engine,  were 
contrived  to  number  every  stroke  taken,  and  at  the 
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end  of  certain  periods,  these  were  opened^  in  the  pre- 
sence of  the  parties  interested,  the  quantity  of 
work  ascertained,  and  the  savings  calculated  ;  one* 
third  of  which  was  paid  to  the  inventors ;  while  the 
•  remaining  two*tbirds  were  clear  gain  to  the  pro- 
prietors. Upon  a  single  mine  in  Cornwall,  the  'an- 
imal revenue  claimed  by  Mess.  Boulton  and  Watt, 
upon  three  engines,  was  2400L  consequently  the 
laving  to  the  proprietors  of  that  mine  were  but  little 
short  of  SOOOl.  per  annum  ;  while,  to  the  country  at 
large,  there  was  a  saving  of  fuel  equal  in  value  to 
more  than  7000I.  a-year. 

It  has  been  estimated  by  those  who  have  gone  into 
the  detail  of  the  business,  and  who  have  made  their  cal- 
culations on  sure  principles,  that  steam-engines  are 
to  the  nation  at  large  a  saving  of  75,0001.  per  day. 
An  invention  so  important,  combining  so  many  ad- 
vantages,  and  attended  with  so  much  individual  and 
national  profit,  is  of  itself  sufficient  to  immortalize 
the  genius  and  superior  talents  of  him  who  has 
brought  it  to  perfection.  But  the  mind  of  Watt  has 
shewn  itself  capable  of  a  thousand  other  inventions^i 
which,  though  of  leiss  utility,  are  not  without  their 
advantages.  The  time  we  have  taken  in  describing 
his  grand  work,  will  prevent  us  from  following  him 
in  others  of  inferior  moment,  yet  we  cannot  wholly 
pass  over  his  eopying-mackines,  which  are  gradually 
coming  into  general  use.  By  the  help  of  one  of 
these,  what  has  taken  a  person  several  hours  to  write^ 

• 

may  be  copied  in  a  few  seconds ;  .the  advantage  of 
these  to  the  merchant  and  man  of  business  is  readily 
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estimated ;  to  the  man  of  literature,  who  oonnDiti: 
the  iaboar  of  years  to  the  bands  of  the  printer,  it  is 
not  less  desirable  that  he  should  retain  a  copy  of  his 
work,  in  case  of  accidents,  which  sooiettmes  occur  bj 
the  carelessness  of  those  persons  through  whose  hands 
such  mannscripts  are  obliged  to  pass. 

In  the  earlier  part  of  Mr.  Watt*s  life,  in  oonjuoc- 
tion  with  Dr.  Black,  he  made  a  vast  rariety  of  ex- 
periments on  latent  heat ;  was  long  and  intimately 
acquainted  with  Dr.  Priestly,  Dr.  Darwin,  and  M. 
de  Luc.  He  \$  said  not  to  be  a  profound  mathemati* 
cian,  and  seldom  extends  his  speculations  to  the 
more  abstmse  parts  of  that  science.  His  genius  lays 
in  invention,  in  a  general  knowledge  of  mechanics 
and  geometry;  in  these  he  excels  not  so  much  by 
means  of  long  calculations,  and  intricate  experi- 
ments, as  by  a  sort  of  intuitive  feeling  of  what  is 
pra<5licable  and  what  is  not  sa 

Soon  after  Mr.  Watt  had  settled  at  Birmingham^ 
he  married  a  second  wife.  Miss  McGregor  of  Glas- 
gow, a  lady  of  considerable  accomplishments,  en- 
dowed with  an  excellent  understanding,  and  who  uo* 
remittingly  fulfils  the  duties  of  a  good  mother  and 
a  good  wife. 

The  incidents  in  the  life  of  a  man  devoted  either  to 
literature  or  mechanics  are  generally  few :  absoibed 
in  bis  {avoiirite  pursuits,  he  has  qo  leisore  fer  enter- 
ing  into  those  scenes  which  give  variety  to  memoirs 
of  men  of  the  world :  he  keeps  iu  the  boeom  of  his 
ftmily,  and  emerges  not  into  the  bu^  hum  of  uk 
ciety.    Mr.  Watt  will  long  be  considered  » the  be* 
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iiefa<3or  of  society,  rather  than  as  an  a<ftivc  niember 
of  it.  In  private  life,  he  is  an  agreeable,  unassuming, 
and  very  instructive  companion.  Like  the  late  Lord 
Camden,  he  is  excessively  attached  to  the  reading 
of  novels ;  he  allows  himself  a  certain  time  to  his 
meals,  and  at  these  times  he  is  rarely  without  one  of 
those  light  compositions  in  his  hand  or  on  his  table. 
He  is  subject  to  excruciating  head-achs,  but  is  pa- 
tient and  calm  under  the  greatest  pain.  He  is  in  the 
truest  and  best  sense  of  the  term  a  real  philosopher, 
who  has  lived  less  for  himself  than  for  the  society  of 
which  he  is  a  member.  By  his  steam-engine  he  is  a 
benefador  to  the  world;  it  is  introduced  into  all  ci« 
vilized  countries ;  and  we  regret  that  we  are  obliged 
to  say,  that  thousands  are  benefited  by  his  labours  who 
are  unwilling  to  acknowledge  his  merits. 

M.  Prony,  of  France,  one  of  the  ablest  engineers 
and  mathematicians  of  the  age,  in  his  *'  New 
Hydraulic  Archite6lure,*'  dedicated  a  whole  quarto 
volume  to  the  description  of  Mr.  Watt's  steam- 
engine,  accompanied  with  engraved  views  and  plana 
of  all  its  parts,  without  once  mentioning  the  name 
of  the  inventor. 

The  Pcrriers  of  Paris  purchased,  in  the  year  1779$ 
an  engine  of  Messrs.  Boulton  and  Watt,  in  order  to 
supply  some  parts  of  that  city  with  water:  these 
gentlemen  are  repeatedly  mentioned  in  Prony*s  work» 
which  would  lead  the  reader  to  suppose  that  they, 
instead  of  our  countryman  Watt,  were  the  inventors. 
This,  if  done  designedly,  is  much  beneath  the  well* 
parncd  reputation  of  M.  Prony,  who,  liv;ng  within 
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the  space  of  a  mile  to  that  engine,  which  was  pur^ 
chased  atSoho,  ought  to  have  made  himself  so  much 
acquafnted  with  its  history,  as  to  have  done  justice 
to  the  genius  and  talents  of  the  inventor. 

MR.  JOHN  PALMER. 

LATE  COMPTROLLBK  OF  THE  GENERAL  POST*OFPICB. 

THIS  gentleman  was  born  in  Bath,  where  his 
father  candied  on  a  very  considerable  brewery^  and 
was  engaged  in  other  extensive  concerns;  his  mother 
was  descended  from  the  Longs,  one  of  the  oldest 
^nd  most  respectable  families  of  that  city. 

He  was  sent,  while  very  young,  to  an  academy  at 
Coleme,  a  few  miles  distant  from  Bath,  then  kept  by 
the  Rev.  Mr.  Needham.  Young  Palmer  was  much 
distinguished  by  bis  master  at  this  seminary  for  the 
quickness  of  his  parts,  and  by  his  schoolfellows  for 
an  enterprizing  spirit,  as  well  as  a  total  indiflerence 
to  pre-eminence  in  the  classes  ;  but  from  being  dis* 
posed  to  kindness,  and  a  great  favourite  with  Mr.* 
Needham,  he  was  generally  deputed,  when  it  was 
thought  necessary,  to  solicit  favour,  or  deprecate 
punishment;  and  he  generally  succeeded  in  both. 
He  diflfered,  however,  from  his  playmates  in  regard 
to  his  studies,  for  whenever  a  new  author  was  put 
in. his  hands,  he  scarcely  ever  rested  till  be  had  ob« 
tuned  a  tolerable  knowledge  of  his  merits,  and  would 
never  ait  down  contented  with  himself  till  he  could 
translate  the  whole  with  facility ;  and  ader  that  point 
was  atchieved,  he  would  return  to  a  kind  of  volup^ 
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tuotts  periodical  idleness,  till  it  became  again  abso* 
lutely  necessary  to  return  to  his  task,  which  he  would 
perform   with  a  readiness  that  again  left  him    to 
the  busy  idleness  be  so  much  loved,  at  this  period  of 
bis  boyish  days.     He  had  rapidly  gone  through  the 
principal  classics  of  the  school,  when  his  father  waa 
prevailed,  upon,  by  a  clerical  relation  of  the  same 
name,  resident  in  Marlborough,  a  gentleman  uni- 
versally known  and  much  distinguished  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood there,  to  remove  his  son  to  the  public 
school  of  that  town,  there  being  annexed  to  it  some 
valuable  scholarships  and  exhibitions  introductory  to 
Oxford  and  Cambridge ;  and  it  was  presumed  this 
would  give  him  the  chance  of  being  preferred  to 
one  of  these,  as  well  as  put  him  in  training  for  his 
paternal  destination,  the  church. 

Young  Palmer,  however,  had  predetermined  in  fa« 
vourofthe  army;  and  after  a.  stout  contention  be- 
twixt the  swprd  and  the  surplice,  it  was  a  drawn 
battle ;  and  he  was  reluctantly  compelled,  at  scarcely 
fourteen  years  of  age,  to  leave  school,  and,  what  was 
still  nearer  his  heart,  an  excellent  pnck  of  hounds, 
which  were  kept  by  Parson  Palmer ;  and,  what  was 
worse  than  all,  to  submit  to  the  drudgery  of  mercan- 
tile business.    Still,  however,  he  repeated  his  solici- 
tations for  a  commission   in  the  army,  and  con- 
tinued his  contempt  and  neglect  of  business.    This 
'inilitary  passion  occasioned    frequent    altercations, 
and  called  forth  reproach  from  one  of  the  best,  and 
otherwise  most  indulgent  parents.    But  there  is  cer- 
tainly such  a  thing  as  family  obstinacy ;  or,  shall  we 
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soften  the  term,  by  calling  it  hereditary  perseverance  ? 
One  day  after  a  violent  dispute  on  the  martial  thcnie, 
young  Palmer  came  to  a  sudden  resolution  of  level- 
ling ail  impediments.  To  efFe6l  this,  he  bought  a 
ti^aistcoat  and  trowsers,  went  into  the  brewery,  and 
worked  in  the  most  laborious  and  servile  parts  of  that 
business  ;  and,  indeed,  in  every  part  of  it,  for  nearly 
a  year ;  associating  all  that  time  only  with  the  ser- 
vants, labouring  and  faring  precisely  as  if  he  bad 
been  one  of  them. 

During  this  steady  plan  of  operation  he  detached 
himself  entirely  from  the  family;  this   magnanimous 
resolution  at  length  gave  way,  but  not  before  he  had 
nearly  put  a  period  not  only  to  his  martial  but  mortal 
history.     The  undertaking  happened  to   require  a 
strength  of  body  as  well  as  of  mind,  and  our  young 
gentleman,  still  of  tender  age,  was  by  no  means  equal 
to  its  drudgery  ;  and  when  it  was  al.DOst  too  late,  he 
.  was  compelled  to  retire  into  the  country,  under  the 
care  of  a  physician,  to  slop  the  progress  of  an  inci- 
pient  consumption.      Youth    and    time,    however, 
those  excellent    physicians,    brought   him   back   to 
health  of  body,  and  to  Calmer  feelings  and  refledlion 
of  mind.     He  returned  to  books  and  to  study,  and 
bad    half  persuaded  himself  to  enter  the   church, 
when  renovated  health  and  spirits  sounded  the  drum 
and  trumpet  again  in  his  ears,  and  silenced  all  sugges- 
tions pointed  to  the  gown  and  cassock.  < 
Mr.  Palmer  senior  had  been  induced,  in  partner- 
ship with  nine  other  inhabitants  of  the  city  of  Bath, 
at  this  period,  to  ere(^  a  new  and  elegant  theatre,  on 
1                                                             the 
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the  solemn  assurance  of  the  proprietors  of  a  former 
miserable  substitute  for  one,  to  apply  the  old  build- 
ing to  some  other  purpose,  as  soon  as  they  had  com'* 
pleted  theirs,  which  would  afford  such  superior  ac- 
commodation and  entertainment  for  the  public.  But^ 
no  sooner  was  the  new  theatre  found  to  be  highly 
successful,  than  the  proprietors  of  the  old  one  broke 
their  faith,  •  enlarged  and  fitted  up  the  ancient 
play-barn,  for  it  was  little  better  ;  and  in  consequence 
of  this  unfair  dealing,  a  violent  and  expensive  opposi- 
tion was  carried  on  for  several  years,  to  the  infinite 
loss  of  both  parties.  During  the  contest,  the  part-* 
ners  of  Mr.  Palmer  senior  were  disheartened  by  their 
losses,  and  retired  from  the  concern.  Mr.  Palmer 
purchased  their  different  shares,  and  thus  becoming 
the  sole  owner  fought  out  the  battle  stoutly,  and 
conipelled  his  adversary  at  last  to  withdraw  his  oppo* 
sition,  on  condition  of  receiving  a  considerable  anr 
nuity. 

In  progress  of  time,  from  the  great  increase  of  the 
city,  the  theatre  had  grown  into  a  valuable  pro- 
perty ;  but  it  was  still  unprotected  by  the  law,  and, 
of  course,  liable  to  opposition  from  any  adven- 
turers that  might  choose  to  ereft  another ;  a  scheme 
at  that  time  in  serious  contemplation  of  the  owners 
ot  property  in  the  new  town.  It  is  well  known  that 
a  very  severe  a6t  of  parliament  then  existed  against 
•  the  public  exhibition  of  dramatic  performances,  li- 
miting the  prerogative  of  the  crown  to  the  granting 
any  future  patents  or  licences  beyond  those  already 
in  existence  for  Coven t  Garden  and  DruryLane; 

and 
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and  this  limitation  was  to  the  place  of  the  king's  re* 
sidence,  and  only  during  such  residence. 

Hrs  Majesty,  therefore,  had  not  the  power  of  ex- 
tending his  protedlion  to  a  theatre  at  fiatb  :  conse* 
quently  the  security  of  the  property  in  question,  and 
the  personal  safety  of  the  performers  from  the  rigour 
of  the  law,  would  be  both  at  hazard,  unless  an  adt  of 
parliament  could  be  first  obtained  to  grant  such  li- 
berty. 

Accordingly  a  petition  was  presented  to.parliament 
from  Mr.  Palmer's  father  for  this  purpose,  which  was 
warmly  and  generously  supported  by  his  friends,  the 
magistrates  of  the  city.     Young  Palmer  was  deputed 
to  solicit,  at  a  very  early  age,  this  novel  and  dif&colt 
a£lof  the  Legislature  ;  and  after  considerable  oppo* 
»tion,  he  succeeded  in  obtaining  not  that  only,  but 
his  Majesty's  patent,  which  was  the  first  a&  of  parlia- 
ment of  this  kind  ever  passed  for  an  English  theatre. 
The  accomplishment  of  this  undertaking  gained 
the  young  negociator  great  credit,  for  his  a<3ivity 
and  address  introduced  him  to  the  personal  know- 
ledge and  regard  of  many  eminent  charadters^  wbose 
warmest  friendship  and  zeal  to  his  interest  continued 
during  their  lives. 

Amongst  these,  were  the  late  late  venerable  Earl 
Camden,  the  Recorder  of  Bath,  the  Duke  of  King- 
ston, Marquis  of  Lansdown,  Lord  Aylesbury,  Mr.Dun« 
ning,  Messrs.  Garrick,  Colman,  Harris,  and  Sheridan; 
for  the  last  named  gentleman  he  has  invariably  re- 
tained the  highest  personal  regard,  and  has  paid  due 
honour  to  his  high  qualities  and  talents,  independently 

of 
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of  all  political  opinions  and  sentiments,  while 
between  him  and  the  present  proprietor  of  Co* 
vent  Garden  theatre,  Mr.  Harris,  there  has  subsisted 
the  most  aiFedlionate  interchange  of  friendship  for 
a  long  course  of  years.  He  particularly  endeared 
himself  to  our  English  Roscius  from  a  manly  defence 
of  bis  old  friend  Arthur,  one  of  the  first  comedians 
of  the  age,  then  adling  manager  to  the  theatre 
of  Mr.  Palmer's  father.  Arthur  had  been  attacked 
by  the  famous  Derrick,  the  then  master  of  the  cere- 
monies, and  much  private  abuse  had  been  poured  upon 
him  by  the  weekly  critics,  so  as  to  render  him  ob« 
noxious  to  the  public.  Indignant  at  this,  young 
Palmer  wielded  his  maiden  pen,  and,  in  two  letters, 
the  one  defending  Arthur,  the  other  attacking  Der- 
rick, he  completely  turned  the  tables  upon  the  latter, 
brought  merited  disgrace  upon  the  aggressor,  and  re- 
stored the  injured  Arthur  to  the  re-enjoyment  of  pub- 
lic applause.  These  letters,  which  appeared  in  the 
Bath  Journal  of  that  day,  considered  a ^  the  produc- 
tion of  almost  a  schoolboy,  were  extremely  success-^ 
ful,  and  became  the  topic  of  public  conversation. 

But  although  he  had  now  attained  one  of  his  fa- 
vourite objedls  in  the  grant  of  the  patent,  he  did  not 
fii>d  the  management  of  the  theatre  sufficient  to  em- 
ploy his  adlive  mind,  and  he  therefore  engaged  yet 
more  extensively  in  other  concerns.  He  now  took 
the  shell  of  a  large  house  and  grounds  at  a  little  dis- 
tance from  the  city,  called  West-hall,  moulded  the 
house  into  a  comfortable  mansion,  with  suitable 
offices,    and  established  a  cQusiderable  spermaceti 
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manufactory  ;  an  art,  at  that  time  understood  by  very 
fev^  houses  in  the  kingdom,  but  which  proved  to  our 
adventurer  a  very  profitable  speculation.    A  circum* 
stance  occurred,  however,  which  called  his  attention, 
for  a  time,  exclusively  to  the  theatre.  This  was  no  lesa 
than  a  declaration,  signed  by  all  the  performers,  one 
excepted,  purporting,  that,  unless  Mr.  Palmer  wouM 
discbarge    his   adting  manager,   they  would  tbrow 
up    their    engagements.      The    gentleman     who 
had   thus   unfortunately   excited   their  resentment, 
was  the  justly  celebrated  Mr..  Lee,  father  of  the  very 
worthy  author  of  the  Recess,  and  many  other  elegant 
produdlions,  and  ofber  amiable  and  ingenious  sisters, 
now  living  at  Bath,  in  th^  esteem,  of  the  public,  and 
love  of  their  friends.    Mr.  Lee  was  undoubtedly  an 
ad^or  of  uncommon  talents,  but  somewhat  too  rigid 
in  his  management,  and,  perhaps,  too  impetuous  in 
bis  disposition.  Mr.  Palmer,  though  always  a  stauocb 
lover  of  independence,  and  a  promoter,  as  it  will  here- 
after be  seen,  of  every  species  of  honourable  reform, 
was,  nevertheless,  a  supporter  of  good  govemmeot, 
and,  of  course,  he  did  not  submit  to  threats  and  com- 
binations, but,  mounting  his  horse,  he  sallied  forth 
on  a  theatrical  tour  many  hundred  miles,  for  be 
triumphed  over  distance  on  every  occasion.     In  the 
course  of  a  fortnight  he  examined  the  strength  of  most 
of  the  provincial  companies  in  the  kingdom;  from 
these  he  scleded  a  new  set  of  performers,  who  were 
approved  by  the  public,  and  be  parted  with  the  in- 
surgents. 

In  the  ensuing  coason^  the  manager  embracing 

another 
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another  situation,  be  appointed  the  a6ior  who  aloat 
had  adhered  to  his  engagement,  as  his  successor,  a 
gentleman  universally  well  known  and  beloved  at 
Bath,  for  his  integnty,  good  sense,  and  merit,  ho\}^ 
public  and  private,  the  late  Mr.  Keasbury,  who  after* 
wards,  conjundlly  with  Mr.  Dimond,  purchased  the 
patent,  we  believe,  for  20,000l. 

From  the  success  of  these  excursions,  and  second 
trial  of  his  talents  for  negotiation,  he  was  induced  to 
pay  a  more  marked  attention  to  the  interests  of  the 
theatre,  and,  for  some  years  after,  he  regularly  took 
a  survey  of  most  of  the  companies  of  the  kingdom. 
He  had  a  list,  constantly  fresh  and  augmenting,  of 
every  person  of  any  promise,  to  whom  he  might  resort 
as  occasion  demanded.  Dimond,  Henderson,  the 
late  Mr.  Edwin,  and  that  theatrical  wonder  of  the 
times,  Mrs.  Siddons,  with  many  other  performer? 
of  the  highest  order,  first  evinced  their  genius 
under  his  fostering  auspices. 

Mr.  Palmer  had  no  less  success  in  his  solicitation 
for  a  patent  to  the  Bristol  theatre,  which  soon  after 
was  united  to  that  of  Bath.  At  this  period  of  his 
theatrical  success,  perhaps  few  men,  in  point  of  per- 
flonal  agility  as  well  as  energy  of  mind,  could  surpass 
Mr.  Palmer.  It  is  well  known  to  have  been  a  com- 
mon practice  with  him,  cither  by  relays  of  his  own^ 
or  by  post-horses,  to  ride  from  Bath  to  London  in  a 
day,  and  not  unfrequently  to  dinner,  and  in  the  same 
rapid  manner,  to  measure  difiercnt  parts  of  the  king- 
dom, on  the  concerns  of  others  as  well  as  his  owi^ 
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which  were  at  that  time  chiefly  to  supply  his  theatret 
with  a  succession  of  good  adlors. 

But  out  of  these  comparatively  unimportant  tno^ 
tives  of  travel^  sprung  the  first  ideas  of  that  noble 
object^  which  was  afterwards  to  be  of  so  much  con- 
sequence  to  the  riches  and  commerce  of  his  country, 
and  of  which  it  will  be  at  once  a  pleasing  and  painful 
duty  to  speak  copiously  and  unreservedly  in  the  pro* 
gress  of  this  memoir.  Thomas  Palmer  still  devoted 
much  of  his  time  to  many  mercantile  concerns ;  be 
dedicated  a  due  proportion  to  various  plans  for  the 
improvement  and  interest  of  his  favourite  native 
city,  particularly  of  the  old  town,  and  to  the  wisdom 
of  these  plans  the  inhabitants  are  even  now  so  partial, 
that  they  believe,  if  they  had  been  univiersally  pur* 
sued,  they  would  have  saved  their  property  from  th** 
depreciation  it  has  experienced.  •^-- 

Mr.  Palmer  has  filled  all  the  honorary  offices 
of  the  city  of  Bath  with  the  highest  degree  of  "bredit; 
His  mayoralty  will  long  be  remembered,  as  it 
was  marked  with  strong  features  of  loyalty,  magni- 
ficence, and  benevolence,  at  a  period  of  uncommon  . 
public  difHcuIty.  During  his  mayoralty,  Mr.  Palmer 
published  a  letter  recommending  a  general  subscrip- 
tion for  the  service  of  government :  the  measure 
was  adopted  by  ministers ;  and  the  relation  of  Mr. 
Palmer,  Mr.  Long,  and  his  sisters,  paid  their  sub- 
scription of  3000  guineas,  and  Mr.  Palmer  himsdf, 
being  the  first  in  the  kingdom  who  proposed  it; 
subscribed  a  due  share  of  his  fortune,  in  conformity 
with  the  sprint  of  bis  publication. 

A  week 
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A  week  after  the  publication  of  the  letter  to  which 
we  allude,  appeared  a  second^  the  object  of  which  was, 
to  recommend  a  subscription'  towards  the  payment 
of  the  interest  and  principal  of  the  loan,  and  the  cx- 
pence  of  a  vigorous  prosecution  of  the  war,  if  found 
ABSOLUTELY  NECESSARY.    This  letter  is  a  kind  of 
animated  expostulation  on  the  expediency  of  those 
plans  be  had  previously  set  forth.     In ,  both  the  one 
and  the  other  be  adted   purely  and  warmly  from 
the   unbounded  impulse  of  a  benevolent  dispost*- 
tion,  without  communicating,  he  tells  us,  with  any 
person  whatever  but  his  kinsman,  Mr.  Long>  who  is 
considered  as  one  of  the  richest  commoners  in  Eng- 
land, and  whose  secret  and  unostentatious  a<^s  of 
liberality. are  only  known  to  his  own  bosom,  and  the 
very  few  who  are  necessarily  in  his  confidence. 
'^  But  praise-worthy  as  all  these  operations  of  an 
adiivc  mind  certainly  are,  and  much  as  Mr.  Palmer^s 
friemU,  in  particular,  and  the  rcspedlable  cities  of 
Bath  and  Bristol  in  general,  are  benefited  by  the 
exertions  of  a  sagacious  and  upright  magistrate,  and 
.  much,  also,  as  is  due  to  the  principal  proprietor  of  a 
rational  amusement,  the  condudl  of  which  we  have 
traced  to  the  sources  of  a  wise  head  and  a  good  heart; 
and  although  these  of  themselves,  when  combined  in 
the  charader  of  any  individual,  constitute  a  very 
estimable  member  of  the  empire,  the  yalue  of  John 
Palmer  to  that  empire  would  be  weighed  in  a  very 
partial  scale  indeed  were  we  to  negle6l,  or  even  slightly 
to  mention,  that  circumstance  which  is  powerful 
enough  to  turn  the  balance,  in  his  favour,  as  para- 
mount 
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mount  to  all  the  rest,  in  a  public  estimate^  were  there 
none  other  to  be  conjoined. 

We  have  been  at  some  pains  to  gather  the  materials 
of  the  life  of  this  gentleman,  independent  of  the  grand 
project,  the  attainment  of  which  forms  the  acme  of 
bis  cbaradler,  and  will,  in  respedl  of  public  utility, 
perpetuate  his  name  while  the  commerce  of  the 
country,  or  the  country  itself,  has  existence. 

In  considering  this  great  and  magnificent  objc<SV, 
our  inquiries  must  be  directed  far  beyond  the  cities 
of  Bristol  or  Bath,  whence  we  have  gleaned  the 
incidents  of  his  early  life,  his  school  habits,  his  con- 
oedtions,  and  an  account  of  his  general  affairs,  in  ' 
which  traits  he  may  resemble  a  thousand  other  in- 
genious and  good  men.  We  must  carry  our  inves- 
tigations on  the  point  alluded  to  into  the  most  distant 
parts  of  the  island ;  we  must  extend  our  scrutiny 
far  beyond  its  boundaries ;  we  must  press  the  re- 
search to  our  fair  dependencies  on  the  allied  king- 
^loms ;  we  must  even  pass  the  seas ;  and,  from  the 
result  of  the  whole  survey,  we  shall  see  how  far  the 
aervices  of  John  Palmer  have  gone  towards  cementing 
the  great  union  of  the  empire,  by  facilitating  and 
l^arding  the  vitals  of  that  union,  its  trade,  its  riches, 
and  its  afrc<5lions ;  and  how  far  every  individual  that 
composes  that  union,  whether  king,  minister,  or  mer- 
chant, Hibernian,  Englishman,  or  North  Britain^ 
pwes  him  gratitude  and  honour. 

And  in  these  inquiries  we  shall  follow  the  laudable 
example  of  the  very  commissioners  who  searched  and 
iaaljFsed  his  |dan  before  they  'made  their  reports,  by 
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examining  every  evidence  and  every  party  for  and 
against,  sele6led  from  a  body  of  evidence  and  mass  of 
information  ;  nay,  zealous  of  truth,  we  will  rc-exa« 
mine  their  examinations,  and  re-analyze  their  analysis. 

The  history  of  the  post-office  reform,  and  the  cir- 
cumstances conne6led  therewith^  though  voluminous 
in  detail,  and  lying  in  a  mass  of  materials,  is  suscep^' 
tible  of  abridgment ;  and,  as  it  is  more  or  less  in- 
teresting to  all  conditions  of  readers^  we  shall  here 
smile  on  the  labour  to  present  the  public  with  a  very 
brief,  indeed,  but  true  abstradl  of  the  event,  and  the 
circumstances  in  conne(5lion  with  it,  so  far  as  relates 
to  the  grand  objedl  of  public  good  conceived  and. 
executed  by  this  extraordinary  man. 

Mr.  Palmer  having  been  suspended  from  the  con- 
dudlion  of  this  great  national  objcdl,  and  his  profits 
from  the  per  centage  on  the  net  improved  revenue  of 
the  post-office  for  life,  as  agreed  to  by  Government, 
beiog  limited  to  30001.  per  annum  ;  he  was  in^** 
formed  by  his  counsel  that  he  could  obtain  no  redress 
in  any  of  the  judicial  courts,  or  by  a  jury,  from  his 
having  made  his  agreement  with  an  officer  of  the 
crown,  and,  by  their  advice,  applied  to  the  House  of 
Commons,  requesting  an  investigation  of  his  claims 
and  condudl.  A  committee  was,  in  consequence,  ap- 
pointed for  that  purpose,  and  the  evidence  taken 
before  them  being  printed  and  laid  before  the  house^ 
the  honourable  Mr.  Pierrepoint,  after  a.  short  and 
able  exordii^m  on  the  great  national  benefits  derived 
from  the  plan,  on  Mr.  Palmer's  merits  and  exertions^ 
and  the  further  public  advantage  to  be  expe<5led  from 
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tbetn,  and  od  the  acknowledgment  of  boA  post-- 
masters-general,  in  their  evidmce,  ef  his  ability  and 
most  perfect  integrity,  proceeded  to  state  the  foilow^ 
ing,  amongst  vsrions  other  fa^s,  established  before  the 
committee,  and  reported  by  them  to  the  House.  It 
appeared,  firom  this  report,  that  Mr.  Palmer's  contrail 
with  Government  was«  that,  if  he  should  be  able  to 
earry  his  plan  into  execution  for  extending  and  im^ 
proving  the  posts,  and  for  the  more  safe,  expeditioiis, 
and  regular  conveyance  of  the  mails,  be  was  to  have 
for  his  life  two  and  a  half  per  cent,  or  the  fortieth  part 
only,  of  all  the  fotnre  net  increased  revenue  of  the 
post-office ;  but,  in  case  of  failure,  he  was  not  to 
receive  a  shilling  for  his  sacrifices  in  the  neglect  of 
his  other  concerns,  expences,  trouble,  &c.  It  is  to 
be  observed,  that,  during  the  sixty  years  preceding 
this  agreement,  notwithstanding  the  great  increase 
in  the  trade  and  commerce  of  the  country  through  so 
long  a  period^  the  net  revenue  of  tb^  post-office  had 
experienced  no  increase  whatever,  except  what  it  de« 
rived  from  an  alteration  in  the  postage  and  the  re* 
striction  on  franks,  laid  on  in  1764-5  ;  on  the  coo^ 
trary,  for  the  nine  years  preceding  the  adoption  of 
Mr.  Palmer's  plan,  it  iiad  decreased  I3,l98l.  13s. 
per  annum. 

..  Mr.  Palmer  having,  after  some  years  perseverance 
jprgainst  a  continued  opposition,  effected  his  plan, 
and,  agreealilc  to  his  stipuktion,  never  having,  dur- 
ing the  whole  of  that  period,  received  one  shilling 
from  Government,  was  then,  for  Uie  first  time,  in- 
formed, that  they  wished  a  vavialion  tp  be  made  in  the 
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plan  and  specific  agreement  before^-inentioiKed ;  an4 
it  was  proposed^  instead  thereof^  that  he  should  ac- 
cept a  patent  appointment  for  life  under  the  crown, 
vtth  a  salary  of  l,500l.  pe(  annum,  and  two  aud  a 
faalf  per  cent,  on  all  future  net  increase  of  the  post- 
office  revenue  beypnd  240,0001.  which  Mr.  Palmer 
tx)nfie.nted  to,  though  it  was  7^01.  per  annum  less 
than  his  original  agreement. 

Conformably  to  this  modification,  mutually  agreed 
to  by  both  parlies,  a  draft  of  an  appointment  for  life 
under  the  crc^n  was  drawn  up  at  the  Treasury  ;  and, 
to  prevent  future  obstruction  and  injury  to  the  public, 
that  Mr.  Palmer  might  be  left  to  his  own  judgment 
in  the  improvement  and  conduct  of  his  plan,  inde- 
pendent of  any  controul  whatever;  this  arrange- 
ment, bowiever,  did  not  take  effect,  because  the 
attorney*general  thought  a  new  aot  of  Parliament 
necessary  to  confirm  it. 

The  Board  of  Treasury  being  unwilling  to  apply  for 
this  aot,  Mr.  Palmer  was  unable  tp  obtain  a  con>- 
pletion  of  this  promised  appointniept,  and  proceeded 
in  the  extension  of  bis  plans  with  the  limited  authority 
he.wqs  obliged  for  tbe  present  to  act  with,  necessarily 
depending  on  the  faith  and  protection  of  bis  em- 
ployers. 

'  Tbe  Cotpmissioners  of  Enquiry  appointed  by  the 
House  of  Qommons  further  reported  as  follaws  : 

^*  Tbe  opposition  which  Mr.  Palmer  expcricnee4 

from  tbe  oldest  and  ablest  officers  in  tho  service,  who 

represented  his  igAaa  not  only  to  be  impracticable,  buf: 

•idangerousto.eomineree  and  the  revenue,  induced  us 
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to  examine  and  weigh  with  great  attention  the  ninne> 
rous  documents  and  informations  which  have  beeft 
furnished  us  by  both  parties,  in  opposition  to,  and 
in  support  of,  the  measure;  in  consequence  whereof 
we  are  enabfed  to  state,  that  Mr.  Palmer  has  ex- 
ceeded the  expectations  which  he  heW  forth  in  his 
ftr^t  proposal,  with  regard  to  the  dispatch  and  the  er* 
fence ;  at  the  same  time  that  the  revenue  is  aug^ 
ftiented,  answers  arc  returned  tO'  letters  in  Jess  than 
haJfiht  time,  and  with  a  degree  of  pundiuality  never 
experienced  before  :  the  expence  is  at  a  less  rate  p^r 
mile  THAN  UPON  the  old  ^lan^  and  has  been 
effected  for  20,000K  less  per  annnm  than  the  sum 
first  proposed  by  Mr.  Palmer ;  and  the  accounts  of 
the  post-office  are  an  undeniable  proof  of  the  great 
increase  of  its  revenue  in  consequence  of  bis  plao. 

And,  after  going  on  to  state  the  delay,  irregularity 
and  cop  fusion  that  prevailed  in  the  office  previous  to 
the  reform,  and  the  beneficial  effects  arising  from 
tarious  and  extensive  improvements  which  be  hail 
carried  into  execution,  they  declare ; 

"  Under  these  circumstances,  we  are  of  opinion^ 
that  Mr.  Palmer  is  justly  entitled  to  the  compensa* 
tion  he  claims^  being  a  very  small  park  of  that  re- 
venue which  bis  ingenuity,  activity,  and  zeiJ  have 
created^  over  and  above  the  convenieDce  and  nume- 
rous collatend  advantages  which  the  public^  and 
more  particularly  the  commerce  of  the  country,  reap 
from  the  safe  an|d  speedy  conveyance  of  the  niailsi. 
It  is  presumed  the  Board  of  Treasury  can  produce 
no  instance^  from  their  earliest  records,  of  an  agr^«^ 
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tnent  more  cautiously  guarded  on  the  part  of  govefn- 
inent,  more  advantageous  to  the  public,  or  move 
completely  executed  on  the  part  of  the  individual  con- 
tracted with. 

BEFORE  THE  REFORM, 

The  Post  Office  revenue,  after  the  jM-ogress  of  near  \  r  ^kq  nfM 
two  centuries  prior  to  1 783,  did  not  exceed  3  ^  *        ' 

The  number  of  newspapers  annually  sent  from  7  ^  ^^-^^  -^^ 
Ae -London  Office,  was  less  than        -        -         J     X,OW,W« 

A  verr  great  annual  expence  was  former!  j  sntftained,'!  ^^q  hundred 
both  by  government  and  individuals,  for  expresses;  i  expresses  for 
and  the  number  used  annually  to  Bristol  alone  ex-f  "^^^^  ^^^  ^^' 
ceedcd  -  .  -  -  J   ly* 

The  annual  expence  incurred  in  rewards  for  appreO 

hension   and  prosecution  of  mail-robberies  was  (several  thou- 
formerly  very  considerable  ;  exclusive  of  loss  and  rsaiicl  pounds. 
inconvenience  to  individuals,  it  cost  the  Public     j 

SINCE  THE  REFORM, 

The  annual  post-revenue  in  April  1 798  had  amount-  "i  #.  ^^  qq^ 
.    ed  to  above  -  ^  -  j  £•        » 

J^iiHnber  of  newspapeo  now  annually  sent  by  the?  ^  OOO  OM 
London  office  only,  above        ...  3       '       ' 

Number  of  expresses  to  |he  whole  kingdom,  bothl  Forty  for  the 
for  government  and  individuals,  when  last  exa->  whole  kin^- 
mined,  did  not  amount  annually  to  -  i     ^^"^ 

As  to  expences  for  apprehension  and  prosecution  of- 
-nuulwr^bbers,  although  the  coaches  have  now  tra- 
velled above  forty  millions  of  miles,  not  a  single 
robbery  has  been  committed,  or  a  passenger  in- 
sulted ..  ..  • 

^*  The  terms  for  the  conveyanoe  of  the  mails  on  a 
new  plan^  are  24,000l.  per  annum  less  than  Mr. 
Palmer  .originally  proposed  and  contradled  £or  mth 
government,  and  with  a  sailing  of  ]  2,000l.  per  an- 
num in  the  expenees  of  their  conveyance  by  the  old 
mode." 

Having  laid  before  the  House  these  fadls,  *Mr« 
Pierrepoint  read  the  following  Opinion,  given  upon 
tjkt  fullest  consideration  of  the  whole  evidence* 
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Wb  have  perused  the  evidence  contained  ill  the  Report  of  tbe 
Committee  appointed  to  consider  of  the  agreement  made  with  Mr. 
Palmer,  for  the  reform  and  improvement  of  the  Post  Office,  &c. 
and  we  are  of  opinion^  that,  by  that  evidence,  the  ^cement,  as 
insisted  upon  by  NIr.  Palmer,  is  proved  ;  by  which,  as  it  was  ori« 
ginally  made,  Mr.  Palmer  would  have  been  entitled  to  the  per* 
centage  upon  the  increase  of  the  nelt  revenue  of  the  Post  Office ; 
and  that  by  the  agreement,  as  after  moditied,  he  was  entitled  to 
1,5001*  a-year,  and  a  per  ccntage  upon  the  nett  revenue  exceeding 
240,0001.  ^-year.  And  we  are  of  opinion,  that  Mr.  Palmer  has 
fully  performed  his  pnrt  of  the  agreement,  much  to  the  advantage 
of  the  public.  We  are  also  of  opinion,  (which  itideed  it  is 
impossible  to  doubt)  that  if  a  patent  had  been  granted  to  Mr, 
Palmer,^s  originally  intended,  nothing  which  has  si  nee  passed  could 
have  deprived  him  of  the  benefit  of  hia  agreement;  l>ecau8c  all 
that  is  imputed  now  to  Mr.  Palmer,  arises  from  misUDdcrstaading 
and  disputes  between  the  Post^Master-General  and  him^  and 
which  could  never  have  existed  if  a  patent  had  been  granted  td 
him  as  originally  intended,  under  which,  he  could  not  have  been, 
in  any  respect,  depetident  on  the  Povt-MastBi^General.  We  are 
also  of  opinion,  that  though  by  the  appointment  which  Was  granted 
to  Mr.  Palmer,  different  from  that  originilly  intended,  he  was  made 
subject  to  the  controul  of  the  Post-Master-General  (because,  by 
the  constitution  of  the  Post  Office,  as  established  by  act  of  parlia- 
ment, no  patent  could  be  granted  to  him  by  which  he  was  to  act 
independently  of  the  Post-Master-General),  yet  there  is  nothing  in 
the  above-mentioned  evidence  which  ought  to  deprive  him  of  the 
benefit  of  his  agreement^  nor  which  would,  in  a  court  of  justice, 
have  that  effect.  It  is  established  by  this  evidence,  that  the  public 
derived  from  Mr.  Palmer's  exertions  all  the  benefit  which  he  had 
held  forth  a«  likely  to  accrue  from  them,  and  that  he  aded  with 
diligence^  and  with  perfect  integrity  in  the  discharge  of  his  doty* 

*  J.  Mansfield. 

T.  Erskine. 
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He  then  moved  some  resolutions  on  Mr.  Palmer's 
ffnerits  and  agreement ;  in  ^vhich^  after  a  most  inte*> 
resting  and  animated  debate,  as  corredly  ^ven  by 
Woodfall  in  his  Parliamentary  Reports,  it  wat 
moved,  "  That  the  chairman  do  leave  the  chair,*' 
which  being  carried,  precluded,  for  that  time,  any 
determination  on  the  resolutions.  It  ia  to  be  hoped, 
however,  that  in  some  mone  .favourable  moment 
justice  may  be  done  to  Mn  Palmer's  claims^  and  a 
doe  regard  paid  to  the  interests  of  his  family ;  that 
lie  may  be  allowed  to  restore  bis  plad  to  its  origind 
perfection  (it  having  miserably  fallen  off  aince  his 
fiuspension) ;  and  that  he  may  be  fully  empowered  to 
etert  his  talents,  and  carry  his  other  ideas  into  eKepu*- 
tion  for  the  benefit  of  the  country.* 

In  addition  to  these  extracts  from  the  prooee«Kngs 
before  Parliament,  on  a  subje&  so  interesting,  we 
cannot  but  lament  our  want  of  room  to  iilaert  others 
Irom  the  evidence  on  this  singuiar  case«    A  public 

'■       I.  ■        ...     ■    ,..—.■,  ...■—.. 

•  M^.  Picirepoint,  wiio  moved  the  order  of  the  day  on  the  sub- 
ject of  the  agreement  with  Af  r.  Palmer^  the  lat^  Comptri^ler  of 
Ihc  Post  Oflkcj  after  a  lamuious  speech  to  prore,  « te^-evidrnt  dt* 
momtrdwM^  that  the  rights  of  that  gentleman  never  having  been  for« 
feited  were  inalienable,  asked  the  two  noble  Lords  at  the  head  of 
the  Post  Office,  vu.  JLord  Walsingham  and  the  E^rl  of  Chester* 
fiel4i  **  wlietberthey  ever  had  any  reason  to  entertain  a  doubt  of 
the  personal  integrity  ol  Mr.  Palmer  V '  the  joint  ana ver  to  whicli 
was,  "  Na,  fie^oer  in  the  smallest  iegrteJ* 

Mr.  PierrepoiAt  observed  upon  this,  that  nothing  could  be  moxa 
jlecisive,  respecting  the  unblemished  integrity  of  the  claimant ;  of 
course,  all  makvcrsation,  from  whatever  quarter^  or  to  whatever 
purpose^  fen  to  Ihe  ground^ 

officer 


530  MR.   PAI.MER. 

officer  who  will  venture  to  demand  the  8tri<ftest  scni*^ 
tiny  and  inquisition  into  bis  condudt  from  such  a 
body  of  men  as  a  British  House  of  Commons,  must 
^el  tolerably  secure  in  the  consciousness  of  his  inno- 
cence ;  and  the  event  of  his  examination  fully  justi- 
fied the  prudence,  as  well  as  boldness  of  the  chaN 
lenge.  It  is  evident,  that  if  Mr*  P.  bad  not  fortu- 
nately  combined  in  himself  the  various  requisites 
absolutely  necessary  to  such  an  undertaking,  viz. 
large  property,  with  the  spirit  to  hazard  it ;  the  va- 
rious talents  it  required ;  a  mind  and  constitution  to 
endure  so  great  fatigue;  and  a. perseverance  not  to 
be  overcome ;  together  with  the  attachment  and 
aupport  of  numerous  friends  of  high  rank  and  ability 
of  all  parties,  he  never  could  have  succefedcd. 

By  Mr*  Palmer's  original  agreement,  his  compen- 
sation was  simply  confined  to  his  carrying  his  plan 
into  perfect  and  complete  execution  ;  by  the  subse- 
quent modification  by  Mr.  Pitt  his  reward  was  less- 
enedj  and  his  labours  increased.  From  this  it  ap- 
pears that  he  felt  the  necessity  of  rendering  Mr. 
Palmer  independent  of  the  Post  Office,  that  he  should 
fiiiish  and  conduct  his  plan  according  to  bis  own  ideas^ 
and  uncontroulcd  ;  that  he  agreed  to  give  him  those 
powers,  and  fully  meant  and  wished  to  do  it ;-  but, 
ynfortutiately,  an  act  of  parliament  was  necessary  to 
confirm  this  ;  and  here  the  old  establishment,  and 
the  power  and  connection  of  the  office  stood  in  the 
way.  Had  he  said  to  Parliament,  confirm  my  agrecr 
inents,  (and  never  surely  did  minister  make  so  safe 
lind  advantageous  a  one)  some  plai    country  gentle* 
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man  or  other  would  most  probably  have  replied — By 
all  means — nothing  can  be  so  proper  as  this  appoint- 
ment of  Comptroller-General :  no  man  in  the  king- 
dom so  fit  to  conduct  the  office  as  he  who  has  so 
completely  reformed,  and,  in  a  manner^  new  created 
it ;  nor  can  there  be  a  wiser  principle  than  that  oa 
which  you  have  made  the  agreement,  that  the  con- 
ductor of  the  plan  should  be  advantaged  in  proper* 
tion  to  its  success ;  and  who,  indeed,  should  con- 
duct his  plans  but  himself:  for  once  let  us  have  the 
man  fitted  to  the  office,  and  no  longer  the  office 
moulded  to  the  man.  Here,  unfortunately,  was  the 
rub.  Governments  of  a  certain  description  rareljr 
hazard  the  loss  of  that  patronage  by  which  they  are 
strengthened  and  supported;  Here  the  minister,  ag 
we  fear  most  ministers  would  have  done,  failed  ia 
bis  engagement ;  and  hence  the  natural  consequences 
to  Mr.  Palmer — his  ruin,  a  complete  check  to  fur- 
ther improvements,  and  the  decay  of  those  already 
effected  :  for  was  it  possible  for  him  to  conduct  bi^ 
plan  under  a  power  that  had  opposed  and  condemned 
it  uniformly,  by  every  open  as  well  as  insidious 
means  ;  or,  with  the  independent  spirit  that  has  al^ 
ways  marked  his  character,  long  remain  in  an  office 
whose  abuses  be  bad  so  fully  exposed,  and  drawa 
upon  it  the  contempt  and  indignation  of  the  whole 
kingdom :  it  was,  indeed,  impossible,  and  the  very 
idea  of  it  absurd.  Nor  can  we  reconcile  Mr.  Pal- 
mer^s  being  left  in  this  state,  and  his  agreements  in- 
complete, so  much  to  the  public  loss  as  well  as  bis 
pwn,  with  the  acknowledged  general  ability  and  in* 
1  tepity 


tigrity  of  the  mioi^ter^  but  from  the  perplexed  state 
4lf  public  affairs,  and  the  various  objedls  of  greater 
magnitude  that  must  have  possessed  fats  mind. — 
Much,  certainly,  is  to  be  allowed  to  any  man  who 
Ventures  to  bold  that  arduous  situatioil^  for  the  sacri- 
tiees  be  must  himself  occasionally  make  of  his  own 
|Hride,  bis  iirtcrest,  and  his  feelings,  to  support  this 
complicated  machine  of  government,  and  to  the  hu- 
ttOQrs  and  the  interests  that  be  must  study,  gratify, 
jffkd  corr>bine,  of  those  who  compose  its  various 
liranches^  Perhaps  Mn  Palmer  would  hare  a6led 
lti6re  prudentty  had  he  made  such  allowance,  and 
liad  be  left  the  discussions  to  aquietertime,  and  waited 
lilt  peate  had  left  the  miniRtbr'  leisure  and  opportu- 
IMty  to  ha?e  arranged  this  business,  without  ofience 
%0  his  G0nncetioii6>  ^nd  to  the  permanent  advantage 
"Of  the  public  as  ^cH  as  of  his  family  ;  nor  can  we 
now  give  up  that  idea,  when  we  consider  the  original 
IsiTppoit  he  gave^  Mr.  Palmer,  that  he  made  the  plan 
iii  a  manner  his  own,  and  is  bound  to  protect  it ; 
Ibcf"  handsome  mnnner  in.  which  he  spoke  of  him  in 
Ibt  debate,  alid  his  motion  to  prevent,  at  that  tirae,^ 
ibc  final  decision  upon  it  by  the  House.  A  noble 
ij&td  (SbcifHeld)  remarked,  in  the  course  of  an  ani- 
mated  speech,  that,  as  the  irttegrity  of  Mr.  Pahner 
tvas  not  impeached,  and  as  he  had  executed  his  plan 
even  beyond  ci^pectation,  or  his  own  proposal,  no 
wrangles  in  the  Post  Office  drparlment  should  be 
suffered  to  deprive  him  of  his  promised  rewafd  ;  and 
it  is  the  duty  of  Parliiirncnt  tb  encourage  and  enforce 
the  fulfilment  of  agreements  made  for  the  public 
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benefit.  His  Lordship  concluded  by  sayiog,  that 
the  city  which  he  had  the  honour  of  representing, 
and,  he  would  add,  the  whole  kingdom,  are  fully 
fcnsible  of  the  great  advantages  that  have  been  do- 
rivecLfrom  Mr.  Palmer's  exertions. 

By  way  of  a  summary  of  whet  has  been  said,  it 
will  be  at  once  interesting  and  curious  to  see  by 
what  progressive  steps  Mr.  Palmer  proceeded  in  his 
career  of  establishing  the  mail  coach  system ;  opposing 
aH  supplantation,  baffling  all  conspiracy,  and  gain- 
ing his  way,  inch  by  inch»  till  the  difficulties  at* 
tached  to  the  undertaking  in  itself,  and  perplexed  in 
the  extreme  by  others,  fall  before  a  patriot  spirit,  ah 
undaunted  cical,  and  an  unwearied  perseverance. 

Mr.  Palmer,  in  the  course  of  hisfreijuent  journies^ 
saw  and  felt  the  slowness^  and  the  manifold  imperfec- 
tions, of  the  post ;  and  the  correspondence  which  he 
iield  with  different  friends  whilst  on  his  tours,  he  was 
ioften  obliged  to  maintain  by  the  coaches  through 
the  country ;  and,  when  he  was  at  his  residence  in 
Bath,  the  great  and  proud  house  of  the  humble  Al- 
len, as  Mr.  Pope  called  him,  was  always  staring  him 
in  the  face,  and,  as  he  has  been  heard  to  say,  tacitly 
reproaching  him.  This  was  a  fresh  circumstance  that 
swelled  the  great  project  which  was  ripening  in  his 
mind  ;  and  he  thought,  that  if  Mr.  Allen,  by  a  slight 
xilteration  in  the  cross  posts,  was  enabled  to  build  such 
a  palace,  and  amass  such  a  fortune,  far  greater  emo- 
iuments  might  be  derived  to  his  family,  and  far  more 
extended  services  might  be  rendjered  to  the  country, 
by  an  improvement  to  broaden  and  regulate  the  di- 
rect 
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tect  posts  of  the  kiogdom.     In9{nifed^  as  it  were/ 
with  this  idea,  he  prepared  his  mind,  by  degrees,  for 
the  accomplishment  of  this  object,  beginning  with 
an  examination  of  all  the  posts  and  post*  offices  in 
England.    And  now  it  was  that  he  found  an  Hercu- 
lean labour,  and,  as  it  afterwards  turned  out,  an  Au- 
gean stable,  requiring  more  than  the  strength  of  a 
Hercules  to  cleanse  it.  In  every  part  of  the  kingdom 
he  found  abuses  of  such  extent  and  magnitude,  as 
vould  not  possibly  be  credited  but  by  one  who  thus 
minutely  analysed  them.     But  how  to  remedy  and 
bring  into  order  this  vast,  irregular,  and  complicated 
machine^  was  a  task  which  the  more  he  viewed  and 
considered,  the  more  he  was  deterred  from  attempt- 
ing.   At  last  he  made  up  his  mind  determinately  to 
traverse  the  whole  kingdom  by  the  stagc-coacbes, 
wheresoever  they  were  established ;  to  observe  the 
state  of  the  roads,  the  time  they  each  occupied  in 
performing  their  journies  in  winter  and   summer, 
how  they  were  condudled,  bow  they  might  be  better 
regulated  and  made  suitable  for  the  conveyance  of 
the  mails.     And  it  may  be  worth  observing,  that  in 
the  combining  the  novel  and  complicated  plan  of  con* 
duiSling  his  new  theatres  in  two  cities  at  the  same 
lime,  like  that  of  his  posts,  the  regulation  was  origin 
sally  so  perfcdily  laid  down,  that  no  deviation  has,  in 
cfFeft,  been  hazarded  even  to  this  day. 

In  his  journies  over  the  kingdom  he  generally  tra* 
yelled,  for  better  observation  and  information  from 
the  coachmen,  on  the  outfide,  and  has  frequently  wit* 
ncsscd  the  delay  and  danger  to  passengers  from  the 

frequent 


MR«    PALMERW  54 1 

frequent  stoppages  at  public-bouses,  the  drunkenness 
and  brutality  of  drivers,  decayed  coaches  and  horses, 
and,  from  the  immense  weights  they  occaiionally  were 
loaded  with ;  often  having  witnessed  coaches  break- 
ing down,  and  cattle  dying  on  the  road. 

In  his  progress,  as 'occasion  offered,  in  tolerable 
roads,  and  on  carriages  not  overloaded,  he  tried 
how  far  he  could  obtain  the  time  he  wanted;  and 
thus  by  repeatedly  going  over  the  roads,  and  cor- 
re<5lly  minuting  down  the  time  lost  in  udnecessarj 
fitoppages,  and  the  irregular  and  enormous  weights^ 
ill'Cunstrucfted  and  ill -repaired  carriages,  bad  horsesr, 
end  the  ground  unequally  and  ill-distributed  in  the 
same  joumies,  as  far  as  he  could  obtain  information^ 
he  observed  the  defeats,  as  well  as  the  course  of  the 
posts,  and  how  far  he  could  alter  and  combine  their 
various  and  perplexed  course  and  business  with  bis 
coaches ;  till  he  was  at  last  fully  satisfied  be  could 
form  such  regulations,  under  the  power  of  the  Ge« 
neral  Post-OfRce,  as  with  a  guard  to  see  they  wers 
duly  observed,  and  by  which  the  mails  and  pas- 
sengers should  obtain  every  improvement  in  the  posts 
his  most  sanguine  hopes  had  inspired ;  and  this  vnth 
the  most  perfedl  safety  to  themselves,  and  the  utmost 
humanity  towards  the  cattle ;  for  where  these  regula* 
tions  are  carefully  observed,  the  labour  to  the  horses 
is  in  general  the  most  easy  of  those  employed  in  any 
{>ublic  carriages  in  the  kingdom — for  the  post-chais^* 
work,  when  there  is  a  ran  on  the  road,  and  machine8» 
by  over- weights,  delays,  and  consequent  irregular  driv« 

ing^ 
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ing,  and  being  under  no  controul^  are  for  ever  dis- 
tressing and  wearing  down  their  cattle.  The  regu- 
larity and  speed  obtained  by  the  mail-coaches  arise 
chiefly  from  no  delays  being  suffered  on'  the  road ; 
as  the  pace  the  horses  travel  does  not  exceed  the  or- 
dinary rate  obtained  in  the  post-chaises ;  the  distances 
they  go  are  short,  over  the  saoic  ground,  at  the  same 
hour,  the  same  pace,  with  nearly  an  equal  weight  to 
draw,  and  that  a  light  one  for  four  horses ;  and  it  is 
amazing  the  advantage  this  regularity  is  of  to  the 
cattle,  and  in  point  of  safety  in  ^rk  nights,  as  well 
as  punctuality,  to  the  passenger;  for  no  animal  has 
a  more  pcrfe^^:  memory  or  light  than  the  horse ;  it 
lias  been  noticed,  that,  by  constantly  going  over  the 
same  ground^  they  often  observe  and  avoid  obstruc- 
tions that  have  been  carelessly  left  in  the  course  of 
the  day,  and  have  been  even  known  to  have  set  off 
from  an  inn  without  the  coachman,  and  to  have  run 
a  whole  stage  without  the  driver,  turning  mechanically 
oat  of  the  way  of  tbe  carriages  they  have  met,  and 
^nishing  their  course  without  the  least  accident* 

lo  the  arranging  of  his  plan,  he  certainly  meant  to 
bave  obtained  greater  speed  and  greater  accommo- 
iiation  for  the  public;  but  as  constant  regularity,  and 
o  'fised  hour  that  may  bf  relied  on  for  the  arrival  and 
departure  of  the  posts  as  well  as  passengers,  is  an 
^bf:&  almost  as  important  as  the^speed  itsi^lf,  andtp 
-be  secured  throughout  tbe  winter  93  well  as  summer, 
be  foiiiid  he  could  not  tffeA  mor&  but  by  9  aacirifice 
cf  humai^ity,  and  at  an  expcnce  inconsistent  with  his 
projeded  improvements  of  the  revenue:   and  if  the 
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regulations  he  adopted  are  properly  observed,  the 
plan  can  never  fall  off.  All  this  has  Mr.'  Paimer 
eifedted;  nay,  as  we  have  seen  in  the  dt^li berate  re- 
ports of  the  Commissioners  of  Enquiry,  appointed 
by  the  House  of  Commons,  whfich  we  have  adverted 
to,  he  baa  morn  than  fulfiHed  every  part  oi  bis  agree<^ 
ment  with  Government  at  20,000/.  ptr  anmun  less 
ixpmce  than  was  agreed  for.  Well  might  Mr.  She^ 
jridan  say,  in  his  eelebrated  speech,  when  this  busi-' 
nesB  was  before  -  the  House  of  Commons,   with  a 

■  warmth  and  difintereiled  friendship  that  did  him  as 
muofa  honour  as  the  display  of  his  illustrious  abiii* 
ties:  ^'  None  but  an  enthusiast  could -have  ima-. 

'  gined  or  formed  such  a  plan ;  none  but  en  enthu- 
siast  could  have,  made  such  an  agreement ;  none 
but  an  enthusiast  could  have  carried  it  into  execu-^ 
tion  ;  and  be  was  confident  no  man  in  this  country, 
or  any  other,  could  have  performed  such  an  under* 
taking,  but  that  v^ry  individual  John  Palmer/' 

And  yet  with  equal  surprise  and  regret  we  remark^ 
that  this  very  John  Palmer  has  hitherto  been,  in  a 
great  measure,  deprived  of  the  benefits  of  his  agree- 
ment, though  the  public  is  in  possession  of  its  mime* 
rous  advantages  to  the  correspot^dence,  commerce, 
and  revenue  of  the  country  \  and  the  mail-ooachea 
have  now  travelled  above  fifty  milJhm  <f  miles  with'- 
out  one  robbery  being  committed  od  them  ! 

In  the  farther  prosecution  of  the  p4an,  Mr.  P.  hid 
not  only,  as  we  have  demonstrated,  the  whole  power 
«nd  intecest  of  the  Post-office  against  him,  ai»dt  heir 
engines  all  over  the  country,  but  the  very  people  who 

were 
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were  to  facilitate  its  execution^  as  wdl  as  most  of  tlie 
principal  coacb-proprietors  and  inn-keepers,  who 
thought  the  success  would  lessen  the  demand  for 
post-chaises»  or  compel  the  coaches  to  adopt  similar 
improvements ;  and  it  certainly  has  been  the  occa* 
sion  of  their  being  made  far  more  convenient,  as  well 
as  enforcing  more  general  civil  treatment.  (Jntil  this 
plan  was  effeiSied,  and  repeated  trials  had  confirmed 
it,  no  one  believed  it  possible ;  and  the  utmost  that 
either  the  public  or  Government  expedlcd  from  it 
was,  that  though  it  tmisi  itself  fail^  it  might  compel 
some  improvements  in  the  office.  And  this  convic- 
tion was  so  general,  that  most  of  Mr.  P.'s  friends 
advised  him  against  it,  laughed  at  his  foliy,  or  fore- 
boded, his  ruin.  Thus  was  he  lefl  without  a  single 
encouragement ;  his  best  friends  scarcely  venturing 
to  bid  him  hope  success  in  so  mad  a  proje<Sl.  And 
secure  as  he  thought  himtself,  by  various  private  ex- 
perimiqnts,  by  the  plans  he  had  formed,  and  every 
calculation,  be  could  not  help  now  and  then  doubt- 
ing and  fearing  the  fallacy  of  his  own  judgment; 
yet  he  never  dared  to  betray  those  doubts  to  his 
<]earest  friends,  or  seek  consolation  for  temporary 
despondency,  or  to  speak  any  thing,* indeed,  but  the 
language  of  confidence.  Even  after  the  experiment 
had  succeeded,  the  opposition  from  the  oiHce  and 
coach- proprietors  increased  proportionate  to  that  suc- 
cess ;  a^d  about  a  y^r  afler  the  plan  was  general 
bis  regulations  were  altered  in  the  midst  of  winter  by 
the;  office ;  the  coaclies  were  thrown  into  confusion, 
and  of  the  contractors  two  or  three  hundred  were 
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rebellious,  demanded  higher  terms,  br  disobeyed  his 
orders  altogether.  In  the  midst  of  this  his  ene* 
tnies  triumphed  in  the  perplexity  which  they  had  con^^ 
tributcd  ta aggravate;  and  after  Mn  Palmer  hadad^ 
vanced  several  thousand  pounds,  the  Post  OiEcc 
declined  further  accommodation  altogether! 

In  this  view  of  the  case,  who  wilt  wonder  that  part 
of  the  public  became  dissatisfied.  And  to  close  the 
whole  mass  of  difficulties.  Government,  thinking  the 
office  might  be  right  in  their  prognostics,  in  a  man*> 
ner  deserted  the  projeAor.  Nothing  but  the  most 
manly  and  unshaken  courage  and  intrepidity,  the 
most  consummate  patience,  and  the  most  perfeA 
experience  obtained  of  the  whole  of  the  posts,  tb6 
general  as  well  as  partial  experiments,  and  the  com^* 
pleatness  of  the  whole  system  perfeded,  in  a  mind 
naturally  firm,  dignified,  resisting,  and  well  exer- 
cised, and  a  very  strong  constitution,  could  have: 
defeated  these  accumulated  rigours  of  opposition. 
Bift  a  fear  of  shame  on  one  hand,  and  a  generous  in^* 
dignation  on  the  other,  at  the  treatment  he  received, 
enabled  Mr.  Palmer  to  rise  superior  to  them  all. 

On  the  first  idea  of  this  plan  striking  the  projcdor'a 
mind,  the  writer  of  this  article  has  heard  his  friends 
assert,  that  he  thought  it  the' easiest  and  simplest  thing 
in  the  world>  when  the  first  vivid  image  of  it  was 
impressed  on  his  mind ;  but;  on  examination,  he 
found  it  for  a  considerable  time  the  most  difficult, 
complicated,  and  perplexed,  of  all  his  many  undertak- 
ings. The  only  danger  which  those  persons  who^  at 
length,  began  to  have  a  good  opinion  of  the  plan  they 

i8ai-3  Nn  had 


had  reprobated,  was  a  serious  apprehet^ion  (arisTog 
from  the  perpetual  toil  of  thought,  almost  constant 
vcxatiou,  auid  perpetual  motioio)  that  bis  ipind,  being 
aohentand  stretched  toone  object  for  so  long  a  time;, 
might  produce  a  disease,  for  which  event}ie  gratitude  of 
his  country  would  bean  inadequate  reward ;  and  there 
were  certainly  times  when  he  would  gladly  have  thrown 
Ibis,  heavy  burthen,  from  his  shoulders,  and  erased 
every  idea  of  a  post-^ofEce  reform  from  his  braim 
But  during  this  unparalleled  struggle,  and  at  the 
completion  of  the  general  plan,  Mr.  Palmer  had 
received  the  handsomest  public  thanks,  and  the  free* 
dom  of  every  place  of  consequence  in  ScoUand  and 
in  Ireland,  as  well  as  in  England,  excepting  only  that 
of  the  metropolis  of  London,  which  was  the  only  city 
in  which  the  plan  was  opposed,  though  the  most 
benefited,  and  fix>m  which  Mr.  Palmer  never  re* 
ceived  the  slightest  complicoent  or  support 

It  has  been  noticed,  that  in  the  completion  of  this 
immortal  project,  such  losses  were  incurred  to  Mr. 
palmer  by  the  total  negled  of  the  theatres,  that  the 
price  of  sale  was  fixed  on  the  profits  from  his  first 
engaging  in  the  post  plai^.  All  his  other  concerns 
were  likewise  given  up ;  and  Mr.  I^mith,  who  pur- 
chased th|e  brewery  alone,'  acquired  a  large  fortune 
and  establishment  for  bis.  family  from  it,  has  fre* 
quently  declared,  thai  a  hundredth  part  of  the  talent 
and  attention  paid  by  Mr.  Palmer  to  that  business 
which  he  devoted  to  the  post-ofEce  plan,  with  the 
fortune  and  connexions  Mr.  Palmer  before  fenjoyed, 

must 
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miist  Bave  secured  him  a  much  larger  fortune  than 
Government  has  nUowcd  him  as  an  annuity. 

On  the  who^e,  if  the  decision  should  be  unfavour* 
able  to  a  claim  of  such  acknowledged  merit,  our 
fears  must  meet  those  of  Dr.  Laurence,  who  in  his 
own  bold,  perspicuous,  and  energetic  language,  said, 
**  it  was  to  be  apprehended  that  men  of  talents,  who 
might  hereafter  be  willing  to  employ  their  genius  and 
their  industry  in  the  service  of  the  pnablic,  would 
discover  only  that  Mr.  Palmer  had  one  fault  greater 
than  any  which  had  been  pressed  against  him,  a 
fault  of  an  over  hasty  and  improvident  zeal  to  do, 
without  regard  to  his  own  interest,  whatever  good  it 
was  in  his  power  to  do  his  country.** 

It  is,  however,  most  devoutly  to  be  wished,  that 
Mr.  Palmer  may  yet  live  to  enjoy  the  full  recompence 
of  his  services  to  the  British  Empire,  by  the  just 
and  liberal  award  of  a  British  House  of  Commons. 
In  the  meanwhile,  the  most  ample  and  gratifying 
sense  of  his  claims,  public  and  private,  are  duly  ac* 
knowledged  by  his  numerous  and  always  increasing 
friends,,  in  each  of  whose  ^'  hearts  of  hearts"  be  has 
an  unshaken  and  permanent  throne. 

This  has  been  displayed,  whenever  by  their  good 
words  or  deeds  they  could  make  a  return  of  that 
urbanity,  adivity,  and  judgment,  which  has  marked 
the  temper,  condu6t,  and  councils  of  Mr.  Palmer. 
Amongst  the  various  illustrations  that  might  be 
brought  in  proof  of  this,  is  the  distinction  of  being 
twice  eledled  one  of  the  representatives  of  his  native 
and  favourite  city.     If  it  is  an  honour  lo  him  to  have 
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been  chosen  by  the  constituents  with  whom  be  has 
for  the  most  part  lived,  and  by  whoni  his  qualities 
have  been  appreciated  from  his  youth  upwards  to  the 
present  fnoment^  it  is  no  less  an  honouti  and,  as  we 
are  sure  it  will  continue  to  be,  dn  advantage  for  those 
constituents  to  possess  the  abilities,  the  seal,  and  the 
heart  of  such  a  representative. 

Mr.  Palmer's  person  is  what  Sterne  has  called  in 
the  softer,  and  which  is  no  less  applicable  to  the 
stronger  sex,  '^of  the  first  order  of  statures/*  In  his 
youth  he  was  as  delicately  formed  aswas  consistent  with 
a  manly  texture  of  body  ;  his  eyes  were  prominently 
placed,  and  full  of  that  vivid  fire  which  denotes  energy 
of  mind  and  quickness  of  apprehension,  and  they  still 
retain  enough  of  those  indications  of  n  ready  and 
vigorous  spirit,  mellowed  by  the  hand  of  time,  and, 
alas  !  by  that  of  sorrow,  which  spares  neither  the  just 
nor  unjust.  The  faculties,  however,  of  his  body  and 
mind  are  yet  in  that  maturity  which  constitutes,  both 
for  thought  and  ibr  action,  an  able  and  valuable 
itiember  of  the  British  House  of  Commons,  of  the 
great  community  of  man  ;  and  the  extent  of  his  en- 
deavours for  public  good,,  we  are  justified  in  pre- 
dicting, will  be  bounded  only  by  the  extension  of  his 
power  and  of  his  life. 

From  residing  many  years  at  Bath,  Mr.  Palmer 
has  enjoyed  a  most  extensive  acquaintance;  and  so 
worthy  is  his  heart,  so  open  his  mind,  and  so  inviting 
his  manners,  that  his  friendships  are  scarcely  less 
numerous  than  his  acquaintance.  He  has  main* 
taincd  an  unbroken  intimacy  with  most  of  the  first 
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people  of  the  country^  and  with  men  of  talents  of 
all  parties.  In  this  intercourse,  he  has  acquired  a 
general  knowledge  of  people  of  all  characters  and  de- 
scriptions, which  was  of  infinite  consequence  to  him 
in  promoting  and  carrying  on  his  grand  national  plan^ 
by  influencing  and  encouraging  the  minds  and  go- 
verning the  passions  of  such  a  body  of  men,  even 
more  difficult  to  rule  than  a  company  of  comedians, 
the  proprietors  of  the  mail  coaches. 

No  man  has  ever  observed  the  least  change  of 
charafler  or  conduct  in  Mr.  Palmer  in  any  situation, 
however  prosperous  or  adverse  ;  and  it  may  be  also 
said  of  him,  that,  as  he  never  remembered  an  injury, 
80  he  never  forgot  an  obligation. 

And  it  is  amongst  the  rare  instances  of  a  truly  great 
character  escaping  that  malicious  rapacity  which  all 
greatness  more  or  less  creates,  that  even  those  who 
in  the  G)mmons*  House  of  Parliament  most  strongly 
opposed  the  benefit  of  the  nation  in  opposing  the  post^ 
office  plan,  bore  honourable  testimony  to  the  worth 
and  talents  of  the  projector ;  n<M'  was  there  a  single 
hand  or  voice  in  the  multitude  that  forms  that  house 
which  was  raised  against  the  man,  however  they  might 
atltempt  to  obstruct  the  measure. 
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LORD  MINTO. 

THE  Elliots  arc  a  family  of  great  antiquity  in 
the  south  of  Scotland,  where  the  chiefs  of  the  race 
were  never  known  in  a  condition  inferior  to  that  of 
military  tenants  of  the  crown,  or  of  the  DougtassQS, 
Humes^  or  Scotts.  There  are  two  principal  branches 
of  the  family;  the  Elliots  of  Minto,  and  the  EUiota 
of  Stobbs.  The  celebrated  Elliot  who  fought  and 
conquered  Thurot,  a  younger  brother  of  one  of 
these  faoiilics, .  died  not  many  years  since,  an  old 
admiral.  Lord  Heathfleldj^  the  famous  deiender  of 
Gibraltar,  was  another  ornamept  of  the  san>e  race 
and  name.  Nor  are  there  wanting  among  the  per* 
sons  who  have  merited  distin(5lion,  in  the  last  century, 
a  number  of  others  who  do  Ijionpur  to  the  same  de-. 
scent.  , , ;    :     ' 

Lord  Minto  is  the  thlr^^  an  unbroken  succession 
of  great  statesmen, .  who  hA\Bp  been  at  the  head  of 
the  fimiily  of  which  he  Ms  now  the  principal  repre- 
sentative. His  grandfather^  Sir  Gilbert  Elliot,  was  a 
judge  in  the  supreme  courts  of  justice  civil  and  cri- 
minal, in  Scotland.  He  was  distinguished  iur  the 
rc^litude  of  his  decisions,  and  for  the  eruditioflj^ 
strength,  and  acuteness  of  his  law  arguments.  The 
affedlions  of  the  Scots  were,  in  his  time,  still  divide^ 
between  the  extled  Stuarts  and  the  bouse  of  Hano- 
ver ;  and,  in  this  situation  of  affairs,  his  l6yalty  and 
wisdom  were  eminently  proved  in  the  support  of  tile 
revolution  and  union  settlements,  and  in  his  vigilance 
to  defeat  every  hope  of  the  Jacobites.     His  son  also, 

Sir 
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Sir  Gilbert  Elliot,  dedicating  bis  talents  ^Vholly  to 
the  service  of  his  country  in  parliamentary  and  poli* 
.  tical  etnpIoyTnents,  attained  to  obnspicuous  distinc-^ 
tion  as  an  orator  in  the  House  of  Commons,  and  held> 
at  different  times,  high  si^condiiry  ofiices  in  admini* 
stration.  He  was,  in  the  year  1763,  treasUrei-vOf  tba 
efaamber  in  England,  and  bad  obtained  the  reversion 
of  the  office  of  keeper  of  the  signet  in  ScotUnd.  Ai 
a  Scotsman  enjoying  such  appointments,  he  fell  an* 
der  the  satire  of  Wilkes,  in  the  &mous  North  Bri- 
ton. But,  sa  pure  and  so  truly  respediiabib  was  h\i 
character,  that  the  satirist  could  find  no  topic  of  re^ 
proach  to  use  against  him,  but  that  he  was  a  Scot^ 
man,  in  the  administration,  and  received  some  emo^ 
luments  for  bis  services. 

His  son,  now  Lord  Minto,  was  born  April  23, 
1751,  His  eariy  education  was  domestic*  And  as 
the  conne6tions  and  views  of  his  family  created,  even 
then,  a  probability  that  he  might,  in  manhood,  be  en^ 
gaged  in  public  life,  chiefly  on  the  great  theatre  of 
affairs  in  England  ;  he  was,  therefore,  put  to  follow 
out  the  higher  courses  of  instrud^iori  at  an  English 
.  iree  school,  and  an  English  university.  Ic  is  desire* 
able,  that  every  British  gentleman  should,  as  was  an- 
ciently usual  for  every -eminent  citizen  of  Rome,  join 
'to  the  advantages  of  a  civil  and  literary,  those  also  of 
a  military  education.  Mr.  Elliot,  probably  in  cori« 
«iderati4»n  of  this,  was  at  an  early  age  enrolled  in  the 
army,  and  even  promoted  to  thie  rank  of  captain,  be* 
fore  he  was  much  more  than  ten  years  old.  To  com* 
picte  his  education,  as  he  was  advancing  to  mature 
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manhood,  be  visited  those  parts  of  the  continent,  over 
which  it  is  commonly  thought  fit,  that  our  young 
men  of  fortune  should  travel  before  they  engage  in 
business  or  settle  in  the  world,  in  order  that  they 
may  acquire  a  due  personal  knowledge  of  the  gene*- 
ral  state  of  European  life  and  policy. 

In  the  year  1774,  he  was  elc<5ted  into  the  British. 
House  of  Commons.  The  era  was  important,  cri-* 
tical,  big  with  great  evenUf* 

The  colonies  of  Great  Britain  in  North  America, 
had,  for  their  founders,  nien,  whose  ambition  of  un* 
controuled  adventure  preferred  all  diiKculties  and 
dangers,  to  the  humility  of  living  at  home  in  quiet 
submission  to  the  laws,  and  in  the  compoon  forms  of 
English  life.  Persons,  who,  making  religion  the 
supreme  rule  both  of  civil  and  political  life,  and 
owning  in  religion,  no  earthly,  no  visible,  superior 
guides,  were  therefore,  republican  and  democratical  in 
their  notions  of  govefnment,  became  the  second  clasa 
of  colonists  that  went  to  occupy  those  regions.  They 
were  followed  by  Roman  Catholics,  escaping  from 
persecution  that  provoked  their  minds  almost  to  a 
puritan^s  spirit  of  freedom,  even  in  spite  of  the  reli* 
gious  principles  tQ  which  they  cherished  an  attacbr 
ment.  To  these  were  ^ddecl,  from  time  to  time, 
numbers  of  the  guilty  and  the  miserable,  driven  into 
exile  by  the  criminal  justice  of  their  country,  by  po- 
verty, or  by  a  restlessness  the  fruit  of  disappoint- 
ment and  sorrow.  Intermingled  with  the  colonists 
of  British  and  Irish  descent,  were  many  foreigners, 
aliens  to  the  BritisI^  naof^e,  apd^  though  taking  refuge 
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ttiider  the^  protedlion  of  our  goverament,  not  apt  to 
coQtrad  habits  of  submissive  attachment  to  its  autho* 
rity.  This  mixed  assemblage  of  colonists  long  con* 
tinued  to  feel  their  dependence  on  the  mother  coun- 
try, scarcely  in  any  other  way  than  by  the  benefits 
which  it  conferred  on  them.  No  authority  was  exer* 
cised  over  the  colonies,  save  what  was  absolutely  ne- 
cessary to  preserve  them  in  the  order  requisite  to  tho 
security  of  domestic  life^  and  to  protedl  them  from 
the  injuries  of  the  foreign  tribes  and  nations  sur- 
rounding their  territory.  No  taxes  were  imposed 
but  those  which  they  themselves  levied  for  the  small 
unavoidable  expenditure  of  their  internal  govern- 
ment. Britain  derived  from  their  existence,  no  pe* 
cuniary  emoluments  but  those  which  arose  from  the 
monopoly  of  their  commerce,— emoluments  which 
were  much  more  than  compensated  jby  the  quantity 
of  British  capital  that  was,  from  time  to  time,  trans- 
ferred to  America,  and  there  permanently  fixed 
ill  buildings,  trading-establishments,  and  agriculturel 
improvements.  P^rom  a  dependence  so  advantageous, 
even  those  of  the  colonists  who  were  the  most  in-, 
different  to  the  welfare  of  the  mother-country  could 
have  small  temptation  to  break  off.  Yet,  while  the 
population  of  the  colonies  became  more  numerous, 
and  their  political  strength  more  distinct  and  vigo- 
rous, they  began,  by  degrees,  to  give  intimations  of 
a  hope,  that  their  obedience  to  British  jurisdidi^n 
should  not  be  perpetual.  In  the  war  of  1756,  they 
felt  their  own  strength,  and  evinced  their  importance 
}n  the  military  exertions  of  the  motber*€ountry.  But, 
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the  same  appearances  which  eredcd  the  miiuKs'of  the 
cidontsts  to  the  ambition  of  independence,  excited 
the  British  Government  to  attempt  to  confirm  over 
^eiD  its  power  by  a  more  vigorous  exercise  of  it, 
and  to  draw  from  them  a  new  taxattonj  applicable  not 
to  their  own  immediate,  government  only,  but  to  the 
general  expenditure  of  the  whole  state.  The  impo* 
aition  of  an  internal  tax,  to  be  levied  under  the  au- 
thority of  a  stamp^affy  gave  the  first  decisive  indica* 
tioo  of  these  new  intentions  respe£ling  the  colonies. 
It  might  be  unjust,  upon  that  natural  principle, 
which  forbids  governments  to  extort,  in  any  mode  of 
taxation,  from  their  subjefls,  more  than  is,  in  reason, 
Becessary  for  the  expences  of  the  administration  :  It 
Blight  be  inexpedient,  as  likely  to  create  dissension 
and  civil,  war  at  a  time  when  we  should  rather  have 
Strengthened  ourselves,  by  closer  domestic  union, 
against  our  foreign  enemies  :  But,  by  the  charters  of 
the  colonies,  by  the  constitutional  laws  of  the  British 
empire,  by  the  state  of  the  accustomed  exercise  of 
the  power  of  the  general  legislature,  it  was,  undoubt- 
edly, so  far  and  so  clearly  lawful,  that  it  violated  no 
right  of  convention  Which  the  colonies  then  possessed. 
Yet,  partly  by  questioning  the  right  of  the  mother- 
country  to  impose  such  an  internal  tax,  and  in  part 
by  complaining  of  evils  peculiarly  attending  this  in- 
stance of  the  exercise  of  that  right ;  adding,  at  the 
same  time,  to  complaint  and  argument,  the  keenest 
threats  of  resistance ;  the  colonists  prevailed  with  a 
ministry,  infirm  in  power  and  uncertain  in  counsel, 
to  rescind  the  obnoxious  act.     The  repeal  of  that  a<^ 
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was,  however,  accompaoied  with  an  express  assertion, 
that  it  had  been  rightfully  imposed.  And  scarcely 
had  that  tumult  of  opposition  which  it  excited  in 
America  been  calmed,  when  a  new  attempt  was  made 
to  exercise  the  same  right  in  the  less  troublesome  and 
provoking  mode  of  the  imposition  of  a  custom  duty, 
to  be  levied  on  certain  goods  on  their  importation 
into  the  colonial  ports.  This  attempt  kindled  a  flame 
of  resistance  even  fiercer  than  that  which  opposed 
the  stamp-act.  The  colonists  left  it  no  longer  doubt* 
ful  whether  they  would  submit  to  taxation  in  any 
form  by  the  Legislature  of  the  mother-country.  The 
British  government  hesitated  to  proceed,  yet  was 
ashamed  to  yield.  But  to  relinquish  all  pretension 
to  the  right,  would,  as  it  seemed,  be  feebly  to  aban« 
don,  in  feet,  the  ^vhole  sovereignty  of  the  colonies 
without  a  struggle  :  and  this  it  would  not  be  too  late 
to  do,  if  it  should  prove  ultimately  unavoidable,  after 
making  every  effort  to  compel  submission  by  military 
force.  It  'was  at  the  great  crisis  when  the  British 
Government  was  taking  arms  to  subdue;  colonial  re* 
bellion,  that  Mr.  Elliot  cvtmt  first  into  Parliament. 

The  members  of  the  Legislature  were  far  from 
being  unanimous  in  the  resolution  to  assert  its  su- 
preme authority  over  the  refractory  colonics.  The 
Opposition,  against  which  Mr.  Elliot  chose  to  take 
part,  was  actuated  by  views  of  interest,  by  considera* 
tions  of  public  expediency,  by  opinions  concerning 
the  principles  of  liberty  apd  the  just  powers  of  govern- 
ments, all  peculiar,  for  the  time,  to  those  of  whom  it 
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was  composed.*  Tbe  boldest  principles,  in  regard 
to  general  liberty,  have,  from  the  earliest  times,  pre* 
vailed  in  Britain.     Except  while  the  isle  was  under 
the  arbitrary  sway  of  the  Roman  Emperors,  liberty 
has  been,  at  all  times,  practically  established  in  tbe 
diiFerent  constitutions  of  political  society  which  haw 
here  been  successively  known.     In  tbe  Saxon  times, 
it  was  the  state  alone,  not  the  prince,  that  had  rights 
over  the  lands  or  services  of  freemen :  and  those 
rights  of  sovereignty,  being  only  such  as  seemed  to 
barbarians  indispensibly  necessary  to  tbe  maintenance 
of  internal   order  and  to  defence  against  foreign 
enemies,  encroached  but  little  upon  the  natural  liber* 
ties  of  the  people.     Under  that  perfect  feodism 
which,  after  a  train  of  previous  approaches  to  it,  was 
finally  established  in  England  by  tbe  Norman  con« 
quest;  the  tenure  of  the  lands  was,  indeed,  primarily 
from  the  king,  and  he  had  a  right  arbitrarily  to  exact 
those  services  which  the  tenant  was,  by  his  charter, 
bound  to  pay ;  but  so  few  were  usually  those  services, 
and  so  entirely  free  from  his  prince's  controul  was 
every  feudal  vassal  in  all  other  respects ;  that,  to  those 
who  lived  not  in  a  state  of  viilanage  or  slavery,  the 
feudal  government  was,  perhaps,  in  its  legal  order  and 
energy,  a  condition  of  more  unrestrained  freedom 
than  was  known  in  that  to  whiclv  it  had  succeeded. 
As  new  civilization  advanced,  the  feudal  chiefs  were 
gradually  divested  of  those  proud  rights  by  which 
they  had  been  almost  independent  of  their  sovereign, 
while,  on  the  other  band,  the  villains  were  emancio 
pated,  and  raised  to  share  the  liberties  of  those  who 
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had  been  their  lords.  In  the  reigns  of  Elisabeth  and 
James  I.  the  House  of  Commons,  representing  ia 
the  Legislature,  all  that  part  of  the  community  which 
derived  not  their  rights  from  having  anciently  held 
high  military  offices  under  the  crown,  acquired  a 
weight  and  authority  in  the  constitution,  by  which 
the  benefits  of  freedom  were  diffused  as  extensively^ 
and  rendered  as  secure  to  the  whole  people,  as  was 
possible  in  the  general  state  of  intelligence,  industry^ 
and  virtue,  as  they  then  prevailed  in  this  isle.  They 
who  had  been  emanltipated  from  villanage  aspired  to 
depress  to  their  own  level  those  who  had  once  been 
the  only  freemen  in  the  land.  They  who  saw  their 
feudal  prerogatives  abridged,  were  ambitious  to  re* 
store  these  to  their  ancient  importance.  Motives  of 
private  and  individual  interest  and  resentment  gave 
an  activity  to  those  more  general  and  apparently  pa* 
triotic  ones?  by  which  the  strength  of  the  nation  was 
hurried  into  the  Grand  Rebellion.  By  the  new  settle* 
mcnt  of  the  constitution  and  government,  which  at 
length  ensued,  the  legislative  authority  was,  in  fact, 
so  distributed,  as  to  establish  in  the  Legislature,  and 
in  that  public  opinion  of  which  it  is  the  organ,  a  per* 
manent  opposition  to  the  influence,  direct  and  in* 
direct,  of  the  crown,  whether  exercised  in  procuring 
the  institution  of  new  laws,  or  in  guiding  the  ordinary 
cxecution^of  those  which  before  existed  ;  an  opposi- 
tion not  essentially  different  from  that  which  raised 
the  civil  war,  otherwise  than  as  being  less  furious  in 
republican  zeal  and  less  energetic  in  its  powers  of 
mischief,  but,  on  the  other  hand,  less  uncertain  in  its 
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exJstencd^  and  adopted  ifkto  tbe  very  substance  of  the 
constitution.  The  reigns  of  tbe  two  brothers,  Charles 
and  James,  were  employed  in  one  continued  struggle 
to  subdue  it.  It  triumpfaod  m  the  Revolution,  and, 
by  this  triuoiph,  in  trod  need  into  the  government  a 
respect  lor  the  liberties  of  the  people,  by  which  free* 
dom  was  made  as  general,  and  raised  as  high,  as  the 
state  of  inteUigence,  virtue,  and  industry,  in  tbe 
country  oouid  possibly  allow.  Opposition  to  the 
measures  of  government,  in  tbe  legislature  and  in 
public  opinion,  migbt  have  ceased  with  the  Revolu- 
tion :  but  the  private  interests  which  gave  all  its  ac* 
tivity  could  never  be  destroyed  :  and,  besides,  that 
very  event  itself  gave  birtb  to  new  prejudices  and 
new  political  opinions,  by  which  the  wonted  divisions 
were  easily  maintained.  Upon  the  accession  of  the 
House  of  Hanover,  a  majority  of  those  who  sub* 
stantially  represented  the  the  old  feudal  W>bflity,  ao* 
quired  all  that  efficient  power  which  the  feudal  nobles 
had,  in  ancient  times,  often  striven  to  usurp.  Till 
the  attachment  to  the  Stewarts  was,  at  last,  extin* 
guished  in  almost  every  breast,  tbe  aristrocacy.suc* 
cessfully  maintained  a  power  which  towered  abote 
the  just  authority  of  the  crown,  while  it  seemed  to 
op(M*ess  the  just  liberties  of  tbe  people.  Upon  tbe 
accession  of  our  present  sovereign,  tbe  power  of  tbe 
executive  government,  was  wrested  from  thataris- 
trocatical  combitiation  ;  and  tbey^were,  at  the  same 
time,  driven  from  their  wonted  ascendency  in  tbe 
legislature.  In  their  struggle  to  regain  the  power 
which  they  had  lost,  they  were  not  unwilling  to  con- 
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}wc  up  ft  storm,  which  they  believed  tbirt  they  them^ 
selves  might,  at  any  time,  easily  lay.  They  benoc 
reauaied,  for  a  time;  thoae  wild  principles  of  Hhcrty 
which  had  never  been  seriously  tnaiotatncd  but  in 
tbe  midst  of  the  great  civil  war,  and  in  the  very  crisia 
of  the  Revolution,,  aod  taught  tbe  Americao  oolofiisto 
to  fpeak  in  a  tone  of  high  refnonftrance,  and  to  deters 
«)ine  on  an  obstioaoy  of  rcsi^nee  which,  otherwise^ 
their  own  interests  and  paauons  might  not  have  givea 
them  resolution  to  adventure  upon. 

S^r  Gilbert  Elliot,  though  of  a  family  of  Whigs^  was 
not  led  in  his  first  engagements  in  political  life,  to 
foment  tbe  colonial  rebellion,  or  to  take  ^ny  part  with 
the  Whig  Anstocraoy,  in  parliamentary  oppostioiu 
His  &ther  was  still  i^ve ;  and  was  of  that  party  wba 
had  tbe  denomination  of  the  Kinq^s  paiBvoa,  from 
their  supposed  readiness  to  sacrifice  their  own  conr 
nexions  and  opinions,  at  all  times,  to  the  wishes  of 
their  prince.    To  subdue  even  by  war  the  refradory 
temper  of  the  colonists,  is,  even  now,  laid  to  have  been 
a  measure  dear  to  the  Sov^eign  himself^  even  mora 
than  to  any  of  his  ministers.    Of  course,  the  KiNo^a 
Ffii£NQS,-r-the  Earl  of  Mansfield^  Lord  Glare,  after^ 
wards  Earl  Nugent,  Lord  Barrington,  the  late  Lord 
Mendip,  the  present  Earl  of  Liverpool,  Sir  Gilbert 
Elliot,  the  father  of  him  who  ia  the  subjei^  of  this 
memoir,  and  others  of  inferior  consequenoe,  who 
followed  those  as  their  leaders, — earnestly  pronnotcd 
every  bold  measure  which  tended  to  push  the  contest 
into  a  state  in  which  the  Americans  might  no  loogor 
be  able  to  pretend  that  they  were  not  in  open  rebels 
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lion ;  and  thoh  to  attack  the  rebellion  witb  a 
by  which  it  should  be  at  oice  overpowered.  The 
aon  was  not  unworthy  of*  his  father's  reputi^ion  for 
ability.  And,  while  many  young  men  of  splendid 
talents^  high  connexions^  and  distinguished  fashion, 
were  eagerly  joining  the  ranks,  it  could  not  but  be 
peculiarly  acceptable  to  a  ministry  who  felt  that  they 
were  treading  on  pertlotis  ground,  on  which  every 
advancing  step  became  more  uncertain  than  the  last, 
Iknd  where  their  numbers  were  liable  to  be  every  day 
thinned  by  new  desertions  to  the  party  of  the  Oppo- 
sition. 

The  ministers,  with  their  adherents,  were  consci- 
€ius  of  good  intentions.    A  majority  of  the  nation 
long  ap|>roved  and  encouraged  their  efibrts.    Having 
once  commenced  a  resistance  to  bloodfhed,  the  ia* 
habitants  of  the  American  provinces  sought  to  sup* 
port  that  resistance  by  an  alliance  with  the  most 
inveterate  enemies  of  the  Britifh  name ;  which,  while  « 
it  threatened  the  ruin   of  our  political  greatness, 
excited   againft  them   an    exasperated  indignation 
throughout,  these  kingdoms,  greatly  exceeding  what* 
ever  had  before  been  felt.    But  the  Goverommt  was 
fearful  in  its  enterprizes,  and  feeble  in  its  preparations. 
Half  measures  were  employed  till  it  became  too  late 
to  resort  even  to  the  most  vigorous  ones  with  sue- 
cess*    On  the  one  hand,  to  avoid  the  imputation  of 
using  a  mighty  force  againft  the  Americans  with  too 
much  of  the  impetuosity  of  despotism ;  and  on  the 
other  hand,  not  to  alarm  the  jealousy  of  the  other 
Powers  of  £urope,  troops  were  sent  over  by  hand- 
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fuls ;  till  the  success  of  the  rebellioq,  and  the  feeble* 
ness  of  the  piotbet  ^country's  efforts  excited  evtry 
fival  nation  to  take  up  arms,  in  the  belief  that  the 
moment  bad  arrived  which  was  to  prove  ultimately 
fatal  to  British  greatness.  In  this  uncertain  progress 
0f  national  affairs,  the. parlirrmentary  Opposition  be- 
came continuall3r bolder,  and  more  powerful.  They 
had  fit  first  exclaimed  against  the  tyranny  and  injustice 
of  compelling  the  submission  of  the  colonists  by  force 
of  arms ;  and  they  now  complained  not  less  of  the 
feebl^ness^  than  of  the  system  of  the  measures  which 
were  employed.  The  ministers  became  continually 
more  timid  and  uncertain  in  their  councils;  and 
those  who  had  been  the  ^rmest  adherents  began,  in 
respeA  to*the  safety  of  the  Empire,  to  think  it  neces- 
aary  that  the-  executive  powers  of  the  Government 
should  be  entrusted  to  other  hands*  Sir  Gilbert 
Elliot,  in  this  state  of  public  afFah^,  at  laft  joined  the 
Opposition.  Lord  North  and  his  friends  retired  from 
office.  Upon  the  union  of  those  Whigs,  almost  de«« 
mocratical  in  their  principles,  who  had  been  formed 
into  a  party  under  the  auspices  of  the  great  Earl  of 
Chatham,  with  the  remains  of  that  great  aristocra- 
ttcal  body  which  ruled  the  empire  under  Walpole 
and  the  Pelhams,  there  was  formed  a  new  admi* 
nistration,  and  a  new  parliamentary  majority,  in 
which  the  ancient  and  exclusive  ascendency  of  the 
Whigs  seemed  to  be  again  restored. 

The  death  of  the  Marquis  of  Rockingham  at  a 
critical  period,  suddenly  broke  this  great  confederacy^ 
A  cpalition  between  the  parties  of  Fox  and  North^ 
^bcTAristocratical  Whigs  and  the  Qppoution  Tories, 
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8oan  afterwards  took  place,  and  Sir  Gilbert  Elliot 
adhering  to  the  party  of  Fux,  joined  the  banda  of 
the  Coalition  and  shared  its  temporary  triumph. 

Amidst  attempts  to  secure  to  the  Aristocracy  a 
power  in  the  government  which  should  defy  the  dis* 
pleasure  of  the  Crown,  the  Coalition  were,  in  conse* 
^uence  of  an  appeal  from  the  monarch  to  the  jea* 
lousies  and  the  wishes  of  the  people,  compeH^  cmce 
wore  to  abandon  those  reins  of  power  which  they 
had  hoped  should  never  again  be  wrested  &om  them. 
With  many  other  wise  and  good  men.  Sir  Gilbert 
£Hiot  continued  faithful  to  bis  party  in  its  misfbrr 
tunes  and  disgrace.  It  was  the  fidelity  of  honour 
and  of  virtue ;  and  was  beheld  with  respe«9t  ev6n  by 
those  who  might  have  wished  to  entice  biiQ  to  a  dif* 
ferent  side. 

In  the  endeavours  of  the  party  of  the  Coalition  to 
bumble  that  of  the  new  Aristocracyt  which  seemed 
to  have  arisen  in  what  was  called  the  India  Interejt  % 
in  their  attempts  to  win  the  pea|^  back  to  their  side, 
by  swerving  to  a  certain  length  into  dcmoeralical 
Whiggism ;  in  their  hopes  to  strengthen  tWmselvea 
on  the  authcMrity  of  the  Heir-Appanqit  to  the  Crown  ^ 
m  their  opposition  to  a  war,  on  behalf  of  Turkey, 
with  the  power  of  Russia  and  its  allies ;  in  4beir 
cftbrts  to  matotam  what  really,  was*  the  const ita* 
tiooal  right  of  the  Prinoe  of  Wtlts  to  tte  CQn-» 
stant  successicm  to  the  authority  of  Regent,  on  any 
<ttidden  incapacitation  of  the  reigning  Sovereign- ;  zxA 
in  all  their  other  leading  measares,  whether  ta  aerve 
their  country  or  to  restore  themselves  tfi  official 
power.  Sir  Gilbert  Elliot  bore,  of  course,  na  ulJK»* 
tinguished  part.  He 
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He  was  deservedly  dear  to  bis  pditical  associotes, 
of  whom  it  were  difficult  to  say  whether  he  mo^ 
«hgaged  the  afFedion  or  commanded  esteem.  They 
desired  to  raise  him  to  the  office  of  Speaker 
of  the  Hoase  of  Commons^  a  situation  in  which 
he  might  do  honour  to  their  party,  while  he 
should,  at  the  same  time,  perform  the  most 
important  services  to  bis  country,  and  find  the 
full  gratification  of  his  own  laudable  ambition.**^ 
They  believed  that  his  virtues,  with  his  skill  in  the 
4ltfties  and  forms  of  Parliament,  might  conciliate  tbt 
good«wiU  even  of  those  to  whom  he  was  in  politicaj 
oppomtioo.  But  they  were  disappointed  in  the  at** 
tempt  to  raise  him  to  the  Speaker's  chair.  Yet,  in  the 
the  disappointment,  his  honour  was  not  less  than  if  be 
bad  aiHually  succeeded.  The  minority,  whose  voices 
were  in  his  favour  rose,  uneipe^edly  near  to  the  num- 

« 

bers  of  the  majority.  And,  though  men  of  great 
wprth  and  talents  were  proposed  fur  his  competitors, 
it  was,  on  all  bands,  owned,  that  none  could  be  more 
worthy  .tbati  he,  of  the  office  to  which  he  had,  in  this 
instance,  aspired* 

The  Oppositiqp^  vrfth  which  he  a<Sted,  had  taken 
aome  steps,  probably  without  perceiving  to  what  con^ 
sequences  they  led,*  but  which  could  not  have  been 
followed  out  without  effedling  a  democratical  change 
in.  the  constitution.  They  bad  taken  thoae  steps 
chiefly  to  win  back  the  favour  of  the  people,  who 
bad,  in  the  mcSt  critical  state  of  their  fortunes,  so 
fiitally « deserted  them.  But  when  the  French  revo« 
Itttion  *excitcd  an  impatience  for  innovation,  such 
as,  in  the  opinion  of  many,  to  menace  the  sudden 
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overthrow  of  otir  whole  esteblisbment,  civil  and  poli* 
tical^  those  very  persons  who  had  the  most  zealously 
proposed  associations  for  reform,  no  sooner  saw  the 
danger,  than  they  were  the  most  forward  seasonably 
to  strengthen  the  authority  ctf*  the  Crown,  even 
•though  it  was  administered  by  their  political  ad- 
versaries. With  these  men  Sir  Gilbert  Elliot,  zeal- 
ously disposed  to  a<9;  on  the  same  principles,  with*' 
4rew  from  the  ranks  of  the  Opposition. 
,/  At  first  his  co-operation  with  minist^,  in  this  new 
coalition,  was  merely  legislative.  But  at  a  crisis 
when  the  adive  services  of  every  man  of  distinguish* 
ed  virtue,  rank,  and  talents,  were  urgently  required 
to  support  the  cause  which  they  had  espoused,  and 
protect  the  endangered  existence  of  the  British  Con- 
stitution and  Empire,  the  first  occasion  was  seized 
for  calling  forth  his  abilities  to  employment. 

While  France  was  distracted  by  all  the  furies  of 
Democracy,Toulon  was  surrendered  to  theBritisbfieet 
by  its  own  Grovemment,  and  the  fleet  in  its  harbour 
was  destrojred.  The  inhabitants  of  Corsica  sought 
to  ally  themselves  to  Britain,  by  putting  them* 
selves  under  the  sovereignty  of  her  Monarch.  Sir 
Gilbert  Elliot  having,  on  the  25th  of  Septem- 
ber, 1793,  taken  the  oaths  as  a  Privy-CounoWor, 
was,  on  the  13th  of  the  same  month,  nomi- 
nated a  commissioner  for  carrying  into  effcA 
those  intentions  which  his  Majesty  had  graciously 
conceived  in  regard  to  the  Corsicans.  Bastia,  Calvi, 
and  all  the  fortified  places  in  Corsica,  were  early  in 
the  year  1794  surrendered  by  the  French  to  the  Bri- 
tish arms.    The  King  accepted  the  proffered  s^ive.. 

reignty 


ragnty  of  the  isle ;  and  on  the  19th  of  June,  179^ 
Sir  Gilbert  Elliot,  as  his  Viceroy,  presided  in  a  Gene* 
ral  Assembly  of  the  Corsicans,  in  which  a  code  of 
constitutional  laws  was  adopted  for  the  political 
arrangement  of  society  in  the  isle,  that  (though  it  be 
commonly  said  by  those  who  have  but  slightly  in* 
spe49ed  it  to  have  been  extremely  democratical,)  was^ 
in  substance,  not  more  so  than  the  present  Constitu- 
tion of  Great  Britain,  and  approached,  indeed,  as  near 
to  the  essential  charadler  of  the  British  Constitution, 
^  was  possible  under  the  diversity  of  the  circum^ 
stances  of  the  people  of  Corsica  from  those  under 
which  we  live,  freeing  to  this  constitution,  in 
the  name  of  the  Sovereign  whom  he  represented; 
Sir  Gilbert  Elliot,  in  a  speech  of  great  wisdom,  dig- 
nity, and  winning  conciliation,  recommended  to  the 
Corsicans  to  live  quietly  under  it,  and  to  value 
aright  the  advantages  they  had  gained .  by  putting 
themselves  under  the  protection  of  the  same  Sove* 
reign,  who  was  the  executor  of  the  laws  and  the 
guardian  of  the  liberties  of  Great  Britain* 

To  this  recommendation,  those  who  had  been  tbet 
leaders  in  calling  in  the  interposition  of  the  British 
arms  were  sufficiently  disposed  to  listen.  But  there 
remained  in  the  isle  a  great  party  who  still  preferred 
the  alliance  of  France.  For  some  time,  the  wise, 
vigilant,  and  humane  government  of  the  Viceroy, 
with  the  authority  of  the  British  successes  in  those 
seas,  maintained  the  new  settlement  of  the  Corsican 
Government  in  perfedl  force.  But,  in  the  year  1796, 
the  triumph  of  the  French  arms  in  Italy  encouraged 
those  inhabitants  of  Corsica  who  adhered  to  th^ 
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French  interests,  to  rise  in  arms'dgainst  the  British 
power.  Ah  insurrcAion  at  Bastia  was  happily  sup«- 
pressed  on  the  8tb  of  June,  1796.  But  its  spirit 
could  not  be  subdued :  the  French  became  con- 
tinually abler  to  encourage-  and  support  it.  And  in 
the  month  of  Odober,  17969  it  was  thought  proper 
to  abandon  a  dominion  which  had  been  possessed 
only  for  the  benefit  of  an  ungrateful  and  refradory 
people,  whom  it  was  no  longer  possible  to  bold  in 
due  submission  without  enslaving  and  destroying 
them.  The  Viceroy  returned  to  England  early  in 
the  year  1 797.  What  prudence,  moderation,  energy, 
ind  vigilance  could  do,  bad  bee&  done  by  him  in  his 
government,  to  support  the  honour  of  his  Sovereign, 
and  of  the  people  of  that  isle.  His  services  were 
approved  by  his  Royal  Master.  He  was  on  the 
36tb  of  October,  1797>  raised  to  the  British  Peerage^ 
nnder  the  title  of  Lord  or  Baron  of  Minto,  in  ther 
abire  of  Roxburgh.  To  commemorate  the  import^* 
anoe  of  hh  services  in  Corsica,  he  received  at  the 
same  time  special  permisson  to  adopt  the  arms  of  Cor« 
yica  into  the  armorial  bearing  of  his  family. 

For  a  short  time  he  continued  at  home,  discharg- 
ing the  duties  only  of  a  Privy-Councillor  and  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Upper  House  of  the  Legislature.  BM  in 
1799,  circumstances  demanded  the  presence  of  an 
Ambassador  of  his  tried  discretion  and  experience  at 
the  Court  of  Vienna,  at  that  time  the  scene  of  the 
most  interesting  and  difficult  diplomatic  business 
which  the  British  Ministry  had  to  transad  abroad. 
On  the  2d  of  July,  1797,  he  was  appointed  to  this 
tmbassy.    V^bile  the  last  ^ort^  were  made  to  tfub 
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due.  the  French  power  in  Italy,  in  Switzerland,  in 
Holland^  in  its  incursions  into  the  interior  territories 
of  Germany,  Lord  Minto  continued  to  perform  all 
tbat^as,  by  negotiation,  by  persuason,  by  encourage* 
ment,  possible,  to  retain  the  interests  of  Britain  and 
Austria  in  close  and  beneficial  union.  It  was  by  him 
that  th«  consent  of  Britain  to  the  Treaty  of  Lune- 
ville  was  signified  to  the  Austrian  Court  at  a  time 
when  Austria's  powers  of  continued  resistance  seem* 
ed  to  be,  for  the  moment,  entirely  exhausted* 

His  sagacity  and  eloquence  were  eminently  dis- 
played in  parliament,  when  the  consitutional  and  le« 
gislative  union  of  Ireland  with  Great  Britain  waa 
proposed  in  the  House  of  Peers.  His  speech,  on 
that  occanon,  has  been  since  published.  Nothing 
could  more  clearly  or  ayy  explain  the  reason  and  ex« 
pediency  of  that  measure  for  which  be  was  a  strenuous 
advocate. 

When  the  peace  of  Amiens  came  to  be  negotiated^ 
Lord  Minto  was  among  those  who  inclined  ta  think, 
that  the  preliminaries,  and  even  the  treaty  itself,  did 
not  af!brd  all  that  security  to  the  future  peace  of 
Europe,  which  it  became  the  British  ministry,  at  all 
perils,  steadily  to  demand. 

As  be  bad  been  an  advocate  for  the  union  with  . 
Ireland,  so  he  was  among  those,  who  most  earnestly  re- 
gretted the  impossibility  there  was  to  fulfil  those  con^ 
ditions  of  Catholic  emancipation,  on  which  a  consi- 
derable portion  of  the  people  of  Ireland  were  supposed 
to  have  given  to  the  treaty  of  union  their  express 
tacit  consent. 

At  the  age  of  fifty«<>ne  years,  in  tHe  maturity  of 
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bis  facultien  and  cuperienGe^  be  is  still  qaalified  to 
Tnerit  new  gratitude  and  bonoui^  from  his  countiy. 
Ho  still  cherishes  and  a6ls  upon  the  same  principles 
which  he  espoused  in  early  life;  principles  which 
approve  the  union  of  constitutional  liberty  with  an 
executive  authority  in  the  hands  of  the  Sovereign^ 
adequate  to  every  fit  purpose  of  internal  order  and 
exterior  defence. 

In  private  life,  bis  manners  and  conduct. are  ami- 
able, elegant,  and  correct  He  delights  in  polite  li- 
terature, and  in  that  history  and  philosophy  which 
have  the  most  immediate  and  useful  relations  to  the 
elttcidation  of  national  affairs.  He  iit  attentive  to 
rural  improvements  on  his  estates ;  and  is  skilled  in 
tbe  branches  and  principles  of  English  gardening. 
Jit  has  ever  lived  in  agreeable  intercourse  with  his 
neighbours  in  the  country,  and  has  been  accustomed 
to  notice  clergymen  of  merit  living  near  him,  wi( 
many  kind  and  flattering  attentions^ 
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